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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME II 

The splendid work that Mr. Ashbrook has done for philately has been 
fittingly recognized by the highest awards which philately can bestow upon its 
followers. He was the first to receive the Charles E. Severn Memorial Award, 
given to the philatelist who has contributed the most outstanding work for the 
advancement of philately ; at the Third International Philat elic Exhibition, 
held in New York in 1936,  he received the highest award for philatelic literature; 
and then, as a climax, he received the famous Crawford medal of 1937 awarded 
by the Royal Philatelic Society, London, to the author of the philatelic work of 
greatest merit, published during the years, 1936 and 1937.  In recognition of 
his services rendered to American phil ately, he was also honored by the Society 
of Philatelic Americans by having conferred upon him an Honorary !Ji fe Mem
bership in that organization. Mr. Ashbrook has accepted all of these honors 
very modestly, but they are fitting tributes to the splendid work that he �s 
done, and is still daing. 

This second volume of Stanley B. Ashbrook 's monumental study of che 
U . S. One Cent Stamp of 1 851-1 857 is a very unusual book and blazes a new 
trail in the study of United States postal markings. 

For the first time it explains in explicit detail, the meaning of the postal 
markings which are found on the covers of the period 1847 to 1862. For ex
ample, this volume demonstrates bow to distinguish by the postal markings a 
Paid stampless cover from one that was forwarded unpaid, it gives the meaning 
of "Way", " Ship ", " Steamship ", " Steam", "Packets ", " foreign rate mark
ings", and practically all the other classes of postal markings used during this 
period. 

No attempt bas been made to list all of the postal markings of each class, 
but rather to show outst anding examples, so that the book will serve as a guide 
to those who desire to specialize in any class. 

A tremendous field for such special ization will be found in the markings 
of foreign rate covers. ·while Mr. Ashbrook has made some revolutionary ad
vances in the study of these markings he has only been able to touch the high 
spots, and to cover them completely would require a book in itself. 

In the past there have been published many ext ensive · lists of various 
markings of this period, many of them profusely illustrated but with no ex
planation of the purposes of the markings. There are many collectors of postal 
markings, but only a very small minority can explain the actual meaning of 
the great majority of markings in their collections. · We believe that this volume 
wil l prove quite a revelation to all collectors of TJnited States stamps. 

Of particular importance is the fact that all of these illustrations are in 
the exact size of the orig inals, and have been separated into two classes, ' Official 
Postal Markings ", and "Unofficial Markings ". 

From the standpoint of Postmarks and Cancellations, this book practically 
covers the entire period from 1 84 7 to 1 862, but the explanations of the various 
markings will also apply to many of the markings up to the present time. 

In the chapter on " Carriers and Carrier Markings", by Elliott Perry, is 
told for the first time the real facts pertaining to our early carrier system. Mr. 
Perry has 101 g been known as a leading expert on the carrier stamps, and in 
order to prepare this chapter he has spent months of intensive study on the 
subject. . As a result it is one of the best pieces of work that Mr. Perry has ever 
done and he is one of our ablest student�; of 1 9 th Century U. S. 

New York, N. Y. 
August 1 5, 1938: 

-II. L. LINDQUIST. 
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Chapter XXX. 

THE GOVERNMENT REPRINT ISSUE OF 1875. 

IN the Scott U. S. Catalogue, 1938 edition, page 35, we find immediately fol
lowing the 1857-1860 Issues, 

" 1875-Reprints of 1857-60 Issue. 
Issued for the Centennial Exposition of 1876. These were not good for postal 
use. 

PERF. 12 
PRODUCED B Y  THE CONTINENTAL BANK NoTE Co. 

WHITE PAPER, WITHOUT GuM 
------·-------

The le, 3c, lOc and 12c were printed from new plates of 100 subjects, each 
differing from those used for the regular issue. 

5 4  a-A 4- le Bright blue ( 3 846 ) 
Pair 
Block of four 
Cracked plate 
Double transfer 

5 4  b-A 8- 3c Scarlet (4 7 9 )  
Stitch watermark 

5 4 c-Al 7- 5c Orange Brown ( 8 7 8 )  

5 4  d-AlO-lOc Blue Green (5 1 6 )  

5 4  e-All- 1 2 c  Greenish Black (4 8 9 )  

5 4  f-A1 2-24c Blackish Violet (4 7 9 )  

5 4  g-A 1 3-30c Yellow Orange (4 8 0 )  

5 4  h-A 14-9 0c Deep Blue ( 4 5 4 )  

Nos. 5 4  a to 5 4  h exist imperforate . "  

Regarding the above, Mr. Luff's book has the following, page 343 : 
"The first issue of this nature took place early in 1 8 7 5 .  The intention o f  the 

Government was known in advance, though possibly its full extent was not realized. 
Strange to say, the proposition to make reprints does not appear to have evoked 
any :'rotest from philatelists or comment in the stamp journals. In the Philatelical 
Jout'Jlal for April 2 0th, 1 8 7 5 ,  we find an article entitled 'Official Jobbery and Sanc
tioned Forgery' ''' * ''', and in which the action of the Post Office Department is 
roundly condemned." 

On page 344, Mr. Luff stated : 
" I  have not been able to find any official statement of the reason for making 

the reprints and reissues of 187 5 ,  but it is generally understood that the prime 
cause was the desire of the Post Office Department to display a full set of our postal 
issues, as part of its exhibit at thf International Exposition of 1 8 7 6 .  ( Philadelphia. ) 
The collection of the Department being incomplete and the missing stamps not be
ing obtainable, excen• by purc1'.ase at a considerable advance over their face value, 
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the simplest way to secure them appeared to be by making impressions from the 
old plates. In addition to this, the Department had received frequent applications 
from stamp collectors for specimens of  its obsolete issues and this seemed a favor
able opportunity to provide material to satisfy such requests ." 

In Mr. John K. Tiffany 's book, ' ' The History of t he Postage Stamps of 
the United States, ' '  published · in 1887, some ten to fourteen years prior to 
Mr. Luff 's work, we find the following on page 254: 

"Reprints 

"There seems to have been no special law authorizing the Postmaster General 
to issue reprints of the stamps of the United States , or as the authorities choose to 
call them , 'Specimen Postage Stamps. '  On the other hand his general authority 
under the law is sufficient to make any re-issue for postal purposes of  any of the 
issues of the Department legal, for none of them except the official stamps have 
ever been made invalid for postal purposes by any authority but his own, and this 
authority he undoubtedl�· has also. It has always seemed expedient to the Depart
ment to issue certain specim ens of the stamps and envelopes in circulation, or to 
be circulated, from time to time, in the proper, as well as in trial colors. It has 
been said that it  being considered expedient to exhibit at the Centennial Exhibi
tion a complete series of all the variou s  issues authorized from time to time, by 
the Department, as a part of its history, and unused specimens not being easily 
obtained, the old dies and plates were taken from their places of storage in order to 
print the necessary specimens, and that the Department having been solicited to 
furnish collectors with specimens of its old issues, took this opportunity to provide 
itself to satisfy these demands. It  was, however, a mistaken kindness and unused 
originals were not unattainable. So that for exhibition purposes even reprinting 
was not necessary. Besides as the reprints or specimens of all except the current 
series,  are in some respects or other unlike the originals, they were really only so 
many tolerably accurate pictures of  what had been. When the Department was 
ready to furnish collectors with these doubtful books the following official circular 
was issued : "  

Note--The above reproduction of this official circular is from the Chase book, 
and was reproduced from an origina l in the Chase collection. Mr. Tiffany quoted 
in text this same form signed by "E.  W. Barber, Third Assistant Postmaster Gen
eral." 

On page 258, Mr. Tiffany continued his comment as follows : 
"Here is truly a pretty kettle of fish. The proceedings do not seem to have; 

been l'eported by the Department, and there seems to have been no account rendered 
of this peculiar transaction of the stamp office. Doubtless the amounts received for 
these specimens and the number of them sold are blended in the accounts of the 
number of stamps sold and no loss accrued to the service. The public are not, 
however, informed of the extent of the transactions, and judging from the difficulty 
of finding these specimens in collections, the business was not large."  

Chase in his book on the "U. S. 3c 1 851-1857" commented on these reprints 
as foll ows, page 216: 

" Strictly speaking there are no re-issues of the 1 8 5 1 -1 8 5 7  set because such 
stamps as were sold by the Government in 1 8  7 5 were made long after the originals 
had been demonetized, and as they were not receivable for postage are therefore 
reprints, in contradistinction to the stamps of  the later issues made at the same time 
which were receivable for postage and hence are re-issues . "  

Regarding Figure 30 A, Chase stated that this, 
"Is a reproduction of the circular, evidently sent to postmasters for display 

throughout the country, advertising these stamps for sale. Luff in his work prints 
a copy of  this identical circular excepting that his is s igned 'A. D.  Hazen, Third 
Assistant Postmaster General,' whereas mine is signed, 'E. W. Barber, Third As
sistant Postmaster General. '  Mr. Luff further states: 'It is probable that there 
was an issue of this circular bearing an earlitr date than that here given. The 
circular was re-issued at various subsequent dates. '  It is possible that m ine with 
Barber's name was the first to appear. " 
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SPECIMEN POSTAGE STAMPS. 

�ost flffhe lttaait•e•tt 
Office of Third Assistant Postmaster General, 

Division of Poalage Slamp1, Stamped Ennlopoa, aod Postal Oards, 
w .1.es1NoToN, D. c., MARcu 21, un:,, 

Tht· I>cpart.ment i� 1in·parr1l to furnish. upon applic:l.tion, at face valw.•, 6pccimcns of atJhe�iYc 
po;o;tagc �tamps iSSll(:d unclcr it:-. a11:-1•icl·s, :is fol111\\'S: 

ORDINARY STAMPS FOR USE OF THE PUBLIC. 

I. J.,,,.1t• 1�(l�-l'i.-l>t·11<1mivatior11;1:; and IO cents. Vaine of i.;ct, 15 cents . 
.... l.'t::w.r: r:t" l "i5 I .-1>1·nomi11ati1Jf1S1 J, :J, :>, 101 12, 2-1, 30, and 90 cents; also two 5epar�k ill·i-igm, 

of 1-t·cut tarrier i;;tamps. Vaine of sH, 81.7i. 
a. b.m· 1f iSti l.-Ucno111i11atio11 ... , I,:!, :i, 5, 10, 12, 1;,, 24, :30, and 91) cents. Value of set, 81.!'12. 
-a.. h�uc r:/ 181i9.-0�nominations, I,�' :J. Ii, 10, t�, 15, 24, �01 and !lO ccnH. VJ\lne of i:;ct, �t.!):t 
;,. l�u� of 1870, (c1uri-11I sai1·8.)-Denominations, 1, 2, (brown,) 2, (vermilion,) 3, 5, fl, 7, 10, 12, 

l�,. �4, :JO, and 90 cents. Vit.luc •1f �l't, $2.07. 

OFFICIAL STAMPS. 

1. /:Jo,:1·uti'·1:<:.-lJl·n••111111at11111 .. , I.'..!,�{. 1�. an•l 1'1 �:c:nts. Value of i:iet, 2� cents. 
�. })qJ111'(111C1il 1�( s1.11 ... ---·lk11 .. 111i11atiu11:-, I.�, a, G, 7, 10, 1�, 1.'i, 24, :10, and 90 cents, atul $�, 

$;,,Btu, and �:tft. Value ol'i-1..:l, ::-:��-
a. Troz�"'"!/ 1Aµ11l'l1111.nt.-I •1·111m1i11a1i11ns, 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 10, 12, 15, 24, 30, and VO cents. Valut> 

t•f i-c:t. B:!. 4. JVar h1p•1rt111�·11t.-1'1·1111111inati•111�, I, �. :{, G, 7, Ill, I�, l;J, 24, 30, and 90 cents. Value 
ofsc1, �!!. 

a. /{.wy J),·p·1r111,,11t.-Dl'nomiriation�. 1, 2, :l, f1, 7, lfJ, 12, ta, 24, 30, and 90 cents. Value 
of bl:I, �2. 

fi. 11011/ OJl'fr·: .lJ1:pa1·t1ue11l.-Dl'11omi11:llion"', I,' Z, :J, 0, JO, 12, 15, 24, 30, and 90 cents. Value 
of ect, Bl.!l:L 

7. fl·jJlld111•'Hl ,�,·/It( f,i1,·1·wr.-l>c110111iu:1tion�. I, �J ;J, Ci, 10, 12, Ja, 24, ao, and 90 r.enta 
Value of i-.d, Bl.!1�. 

8. lJ1j.J1trt111e11t of ./1ud1ct·.-Dc110111iua1icm�, I,:!, :I, ti, 10, 1�. 15, 24, 30, and 90 ccntij. Value 
of :;ct, BJ.!13 

9. IJtop,11'1im:11t ti!'.Ayrn·ult1u·c-IJcr1oniinations, l, 2, ;:;, 6, 10, 12, 151 24, and 30 ccntt,. Value 
of �ct1 $1 JJ;J. 

NEWSPAPER ANb PERIODICAL STAMPS. 

1. /,y3w· nt' IS6.J.-Dcnomi11atio11�, 5, l IJ, and 2?l c:clltf'. Value of bCt, iO cents. 
�. JJS�w· �t' 1874.-1Jcnominati<1r1:-, 2, 3, +.. G. s, 9. 10, ! �. :!4, 311. -if', 60, 'i�, 84, 96 cent&, Sl.92, 

$3, �G, 89, �1�, $�4, B3Ci,B4k, :mil �1:0. Yaluc of!'l'f, 82th.Gtl 

The l�-17 aud 18&1 �tamps arl· o l•::.okrc1 and no 1011,:..:-•:r n•t·c1,·al1lc for 1iost:1ge. The s11Vsc1111cnl 
Jt;RUcs of 1mlinary stamps arc· still rnli.J. The nc:w!lpapt·r an<I pcrioditAI stamps of 1865 arc also nnc:ur 
rent; tli11i-c of tlu.: i::.suc Clf lS.i-t 1·an hr n"'l'd ()nly by pnl1li::.hc:rs :rnd news agents for matter mtt.ilc1I in 
hulk, 1111dcr the Ad of J UO(' :!3, I S7-I Tlic official !,lamps cannot b.e used except fur the official business 
of tlw 1•artil·11lar D1:pa:·u11t·nt for \\l1icl1 11n1,·i1lc<l . 

. \ii tl1c flJW<·i111c11s for1Jisl1cd will hl· uugm11m1:d; am! tlic otti1:1:1l stamps will ha,·c printed >tCros& 
the f:t•·i> the word •·Specimen," in i-1Mall typt" It will Uc nsde�.; to apply for gum.med stamps, or for 
oflif.ial :-tau1rii- witl1 tl1e word "8pl'ti111e11"' omitted. 

Tlic i-tanq•;.; will lw S•Jl<l l1y set�, ;1.1ul al'J.lic:ation must not liL· 111adc fvr less than one foll set of RHJ 
1;-.�tw, l'\C:L·pt the State !Jepartnwnt otlitial :.tamps and the ncwspapl·r and periodical etamps of the issue 
of JtiH. Tltc rTg11lar �ct of 1hc f�•rrnt·r will <'n1hrac:c all the denoniinatione, from 1 cent to 90 cents, 
iuc:ln:-i'"l·, ,·alueil at �2; an<l any or :di of the other dcnvminatifJus (::-2, Sa, 81 o, and $20) will he added 
or i-iild :-q•:tratcly from the n'g:ular �l't, a .. dt•,lrL·d. 

Tl1l' 11cwspaJ1l.'r and 11t·ri1•1li1·:1l !--fatn1•,. ,,f l Si 4- wi\l l1c shld in 1111a11titirs vf not less tl1an two rlollars' 
w1.1rtl1 in l'at·h case, of any lkn1)rninatio11 or dL·11n111iuatin11 ... that rnay be ordered. 

St:1111p� (Jf any one dc11r)l11inatio1n of any· i . .:::.nc will l1l' sol<l in 'piantitics of two dollars' worth and 
upw:1rd 

lj1,tf1.:r 11v cn·c11111.�f,11u:o' will �/,1111ps /,, 911/d.fin· le.�?J llM11th.11·f1.1ctt vaLu1.:. 
P:iynwnt 11111!'-t in,·ari:d1l\' lie made in :t1ka11f'C in current fonds (If the United States. Mutibted 

•·miem.�·, ju11.:rnal rt.;,·c111i..: a1;1l po11agc titamJ•:'!, \,,11,k d1<.·1·h a11d drafts, will not be a.;ct"ptc<l, b11t ,.,;n 
in all l·asl'S be rctnrne<l to 1l1l' :-l'ttdt·1 

To in ... urc greater c·crtai11ty vf tran:-mi�:-1.,111 1r 1s �trongly urr;l'd tl1at remittances be made either 
ln· rnoiu·y unh:r vr rc!!istcrcd· ll'ttl'r. , I l/1:>111 tcill 1 ·11 indude fl l'U Ctent amount Or retun �t! ;UI� r·t,\"'J''� fl.'; i.t l�t·in;.;: dl'sira J C to Sl'� t ll'. stamps 1y rcg1s re C er m e DlKI S 

{jf1;,· ali) i· a 61 t .liS lll SSI Ull l/ln:o,I Le at the risk ot the J>Ul'd1�r • 'fJfiif �\!1plications �honhl he addrc>:.:!'rd to "Tm; TmRr> Asm&TJ.NT Poenu.BTER. GENE&At, WASHING· 
TON, 0. C: 

No othc:r �tamps will J,,. :-iold tli:1r1 ;m: 1rwl11dL·1l 111 tl1t aliuve 1if't; and �pecimens of stamped cnvclopC's, 
(c1tht·r oftitial 11r ordinary,) or ,,f l'JJ\·1·l1111e �tamp:>! J'h�tal card5, nr ''�r:·l stamps, ,t'ilJ not be furnished 
in an,v·t·a�c 

Figure 30 A. 
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The following is from the Luff Book, page 346 : 
"Re-issues are printings of stamps which are available for postage, though the 

originals may have been replaced by a latter issue. In 1 8 6 1 ,  at the breaking out of 
the C ivil War, the stamps of 1 8 4 7 ,  1 8 5 1  (including the stamps for delivery by Car
riers ) and 1 8 5 7  were declared obsolete and invalid for postage. * * * As a con
sequence, subsequent printings of any of these stamps must be called reprints. The 
stamps of the 1 8 6 1  and 1 8 6 9  have never been deprived of their franking power, and 
the same privilege extends to any printing of them, without regard to the date at 
which it was made. The stamps made and sold in 1 8 7 5  are, therefore re-issues. The 
other series enumerated in the circular, i .  e . ,  the 18 7 0 issue, * * * were then in 
use and the specimens prepared for sale under the terms of the circular were neither 
reprints nor re-issues but special printings. These stamps were not in any way a 
part of the regular issues of the Post Office Department and were always kept care
fully and entirely separate from the regular stock. They were manufactured upon 
special orders and, when possible by the makers of the original issues. They were 
not sold at  post offices but from the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster General. 
A special set of accounts was kept for them, in which every purchase was carefully 
detailed and the name of the purchaser recorded. From these accounts we• learn 
that the first of the stamps was sold on February 2 3 rd, 1 8 7 5 , and the last on J uly 
1 5 th,  1 8 8 4 .  The sale was discontinued and the stock on hand counted o n  July 1 6th, 
1 8 8 4 ,  and on the 2 3 rd of the same month the remainders were destroyed, by order 
of the Postmaster General. It was originally intended to make 1 0 , 0 0 0  of each de
·nomination of each series, except the four high values of the State Department and 
the newspapers and periodicals stamps. But this quantity was supplemented in a 
few instances, as dealers took advantage of the privilege of buying two dollars worth 
of any value and bought largely of the lower values of some series. The records 
do not give the dates at which the first consignments were received from the various 
contractors, but it  is probable that the deliveries were made late in 187 4 and early 
in 1 8 7 5 ." 

In describing the Reprint Issue of 1857, Mr. Luff stated, page 348 : 
"The original stamps of this issue were made by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear 

& Co. of Philadelphia (note by S .  B. A.-The stamps of the 1 8 5 7  issue were made 
by Toppan, Carpenter & Co. ) .  The reprints were the work of the Continental Bank 
Note Co. of New York. In 1 8 7 4 ,  probably about August, there were sent to the 
latter company the original plates of the 5 ,  2 4 , 3 0  and 9 0  cent stamps and the 
transfer rolls of the 1,  3,  10 and 12 cents. By means of the latter, new plates w ere 
made for those four values. (Note by S. B. A.-Mr. Luff evidently did not mean 
to infer that the original transfer rolls used to make the original plates were used 
to make the new reprint plates, but rather the original master rolls used to make 
the Lay-downs, from which the old transfer rolls were transferred ) .  These plates 
(Reprint) had neither imprint nor plate number and contained one hundred stamps 
each. On the new plates the stamps were set far apart, so that the sheets might 
be perforated by the machines then in use without damage to the designs, as 
would have happened had the original plates of these values been used. (Note by 
S. B.  A.-lt is doubtful if this is the reason new plates were made for the le, 3c,  
l Oc and 1 2c.  Such plates, either did not exist, or else,  the trimmed designs of the 
le, 3c and l O c  plates were not desired on the new plates but rather full designs ) .  
The 1 cent stamps are all of Type I ,  * * * The 3 cents are also of Type I ,  * * * 
The 5 cent stamps are from Plate No. 2 and, consequently, show the same varieties 
as the original stamps from that plate, * * * The 1 0  cent stamps are all Type 
I * * * Of each of the other values there was never more than one type, there
fore, in the matter of design, the originals and reprints agree. The plates of the 
2 4 ,  30 and 90 cents each bore the number ' 1 . '  The paper is very white, crisp, and 
hard, the stamps are without gum; the perforation gauges 1 2  instead of 1 5 ,  which of 
course, affords a very simple test by which to distinguish th e reprints. The colors 
are as follows : 

1 cent ( Type I )  Bright blue etc." 

On page 349, Mr. Luff stated : 
"The records supply the following statistics: 

1 cent 
1 8 7 5-received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0 , 0 0 0  
July 1 6 ,  1 8 8 4  o n  hand . . . . . . .  "f........ 6 , 1 5 4  

Sold . . .  3 , 8 4 6 "  
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From the l.-llase Book, page 218 we quote : 
"T'he envelope in which the sets of reprints were sent out measured 5 3  M.M . .  

high x 8 8  M.M. wide, is of white paper and has printed on it in black : 

One set Specimen Postage Stamps 

( Including Carrier Starnps) -Issue 18 5 1  

Denominations-Ordinary stamps 1 ,  3 ,  5 ,  1 0 ,  1 2 ,  2 4 ,  3 0  and 9 0  cents 
carrier stamps, two designs of 1 cent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Value � l. 7 7  

Obsolete : Not receivable for postages ."  

The Scott Catalogue states, as above quoted : 
"Nos. 5 4a to 5 4h exist imperforate. "  

The official circular offers the ' ' Issue of 1851, ' ' yet the Reprint set was 
not issued imperforate, but perforated. Mr. Luff makes no mention of the 
Department selling any of the Reprint stamps without perforations. It is true 
such items exist but they are nothing more than proofs and were never regularly 
iss1ied in the same manner as the regular Reprint specimens. 

The official circular also states : 
"All specimens furnished will be ungurmued" 

and further : 
"It will be useless to apply for gu mmed stamps, etc ."  

We frequently find the proofs with fake gum on the back offered as the 
le 1851, Type I. 

Mr. Tiffany on page 263 of his book stated : 
"The '2nd'  or 1 8 5 1  issue, as it is called in the circular, actually consisted of 

two series, the imperforate and perforate. lmperfora.te Reprints were not furnished 
* * * .  Attempts are , however, made to palm off trimmed reprints as imperforate 
specimens. The originals are on a yellowish paper with brown gum. The reprints 
on a very white paper originally but easily manipulated to yellowish. The reprint 
of the One Cent is from a new plate, the stamps have the outside fine labels of the 
original imperforate series, but are set farther apart on the plate so that even the 
larger perforations used does not cut into the stamp. The blue is too bright." 

SECRE'r MARK OF 'l'HE ONE CENT 1875 REPRINT 

All One Cent stamps from the reprint plate have a secret mark in the 
shape of a heavy dot placed in the wide border surrounding the medallion at 
the left. This dot was described in Chapter No. 28. This dot first appeared 
on the One Cent stamps from Plate Eleven and it was repeated on the stamps 
from Plate Twelve. No sta.mps from any of the other One Cent plates show 
this dot. As the stamps from Plates Eleven and Twelve were issued only in 
Perforated sheets, this dot is not foimd on any imperforate stamps. Trimmed 
copies of the One Cent Reprint with or without fake gum will show it as also 
the proof with or without fake gum. With this in mind it is quite easy to 
distinguish the true status of an imperforate One Cent 1875 Reprint. 

The design of the Type I stamps of the Reprint plate differ to a small 
degree from the design of the original die. On the Reprint stamps the outer 
left line of the top right 01·n(f,ment is missing, also the bottom line of the " ball " 
of the lower left scroll. Srr Fignre :10 G showing a comparison of parts of the 
two designs. 

THE REPRINT PLATE 

Chase stated, page 218 : "No plate of the 3c 1851-57 stamps being available, 
a new plate was made etc. " I iasmuch as the original 5c Plate No. 2 with the 
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designs trimmed at both top and bottom was used for the Reprfnts of this value, 
it would appear Dr. Chase is correct in stating, no 3c plate was available. It 
is my opinion that no One Cent plate was available. 

The new plate was made by the Continental B ank Note Co. of New York 
City, and to transfer this plate a one relief roll was used to transfer the ] 00 
subjects. Mr. Luff stated the old rolls were resurrected but the truth may be 
that none of the old rollers of the One Cent were kept by the successors of the 
firm of Toppan, Carpwter & Co. 'fhe original contract between Toppan, 
Carpenter, Casilear & Co. and the Post Office Department signed in 1 851 pro
vided, " All the dies a!!d plates engraved and provided under this agreement 
are to belong· to and be the exclusive property of the United States of America 
etc . " The last four year contract signed in 1 857 was merely a renewal, wi.th 
certain a dditions, of the 1851 contract. 

'l'he original die, and in all probability duplicate d ies or lay-downs, were 
turned oYer to t h e  GoYernrnent at t h e  expi rahon of t i l e  'l'opp:rn contract in 
1861.  A ll Die proofs which I h ave seen show the sma l l  secret mark dot  in the 

'!.o 

7' , ., 
R E I- I E  F 
DA.5 1-\ .  

51 

Fig·ure 30 D .  



'l'HE UNITED STATES ONE CENT S'l'AM P  OF 1851 -1857 7 

white margin <>L left. It seems probable that the Roll made to transfer the 
Reprint plate was a new " one relief roll" made in 187 4, by the Continental 
Bank Note Co., especially for the One Cent plate . 

As stated by Mr. Luff, no imprint or plate number was transferred or added 
to this plate. 

� n preparing the plate for the transfers fine horizontal and vertical lines 
were rJ.rawn across the plate. 'l'he former appears on the stamps across the top 
of u,� designs and the latter, down the right sides (see Figure 30 B ) .  Guide 
dots occurred where these lines crossed, with the exception of all ten positions 
rn the tenth vertical row. (See Figure 30 B l .  The majority of the 100 positions 
only had one dot at the intersection of the g·uide lines, but certain positions had 
two, and others, three or four. Generally the extra dots were much smaller than 
thP regular dot. A sma l l  dash is also found S. W. of the left bottom ornament 
( see Figure 30 B ) on every stamp from this plate, but this was not a guide 
dot but existed on the 1ra m;fer roll relief. Its position is constant on each of 
the 1 00 positions. 

Various positions show fine scratch l ines running in various directions. 
Some of these may have been ruled on the plate for some purpose or other, 
whi le others are \Y:wy and may be polishing scratches. 

Fig:u1·e :lO C. 

SURFACE CRACKS 

Position 42 shows several very fine surface cracks as per Figure 30 C. 
Position 51 shows another fine surface crack at left-See Figure 30 B. The 
finest cracked plate variety occurs on 91 . This decided crack extends from the 
bottom part of the right ball of the right scroll into the lower margin. See 
Figure 30 D. This large crack evidently extended to the bottom edge of the 
plate. 

Quite a number of positions show Yarious plating marks and quite a number 
of these are shown on the composite diagram F ig'nre 30 B. 

Position No. 1 shows quite a large scratch l ine around the ear, and in the 
back of the head. 

In " STAMPS, " issue of September 2, 1933, Geo. B. Sloane illustrated 
this " scratch in the head " variety and described a plate proof showing it in 
the collectio11 of Frank A. Hollowbush of Allenhurt;t, N. J .  l\:Ir. Sloane re
marked : 
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Figure 30 D. Positions 91-92. 

"Reference to the illustration will show a very marked scratch starting in the 
hair of the Franklin portrait, about over the ear, cutting over to the cheek, and 
extending backward again and downward through the hair and ending near the 
shoulder. I t  was evidently a rather bad scratch, probably brought into the plate 
through careless handling * * * and the subject is probably the first position 
in the top row. "  

Doctor Chase called my attention to this marked variety back in 1919 at 
which time, I made a photograph of it and labelled it-' ' Shown me by Chase, 
November 16, 1919. ' '  At the same time he sent me a proof of the pair illus
trated in Figure 30 D. Later on he sent mP a full pane of 100, an India paper 
proof in the finest possible condition. From a l arge photograph of this beautiful 
item, the plating marks as shown on l<'igure 30 B were recorded. Figure 30 E 
illustrates the lower half of this proof sheet, showing 50 positions-51 to 1 00 
inclusive. 

DOUBLE TRANSFEH 
The Scott Catalogue lists under the One Cent Reprint a ' ' Double Transfer. ' '  

Th is refers to but one position on the plate, viz., No. 94. The doubling shows 
at the bottom of the design, in the scrolls, and the left full curve, bnt is hardly 
noticeable in the right fnll curve. It is a very minor variety. 

CnEEK ScRATCII 
In the issue of ' ' ST AMPS ' '  September 23, 1933, George B. Sloane mentions 

another prominent variety of the One Cent Reprint plate. 'l'his is the variety 
I call the " cheek scratch . " It is found on position 64, ( See Figure 30 B) . 
Mr. Sloane suggested that thii:; might possibly be a small surface crack but it is 
not of this variety as it is entirely too straight. It is simply a plate scratch. 
In the same article he mentions another small scratch from a possible top row 
position. There are quite a number of these on the plate, and I have not 
attempted to list them all, but only the most prominent ones. 

TIIE s. \V. CORNER RETJTEF DASH 
The Relief dash is shown in its relative position in Figure 30 B. In describ

mg the 3c Reprint plate Doctor Chase in his book stated : ' ' The transfer roll 
evidently had a pointer which marked a tiny dot on the plate about % M.M. 
to the left of the lower left corner and in line with the bottom line. Every stamp 
on the sheet shows this. In addition every stamp on the sheet, excepting those 
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Figure 30 )<}. Lower Half of Re11rint Plate. 
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in the extreme right hand vertical row, shows a guid e  dot on or very near the 
top frame l ine about 3 l\'Ll\1. from the upper right corner. T hese dots were 
evidently put on the plate by h and because they vary in size and also slightly in 
relative position. " 

This was an error on the p art of Chase because the dot at S. W. was on t h e  
single relief, whereas the dots at  N .  E .  were t h e  dots placed on t h e  plate, from 
wh ich the settings were taken for each transfer. Thus t h e  3c plate was entered 
in the same manner as the le plate.  The guide dots on the top line at right on 
th e 3e vary slightly in their rel ative p ositions on the plate but the " relief dot "  
a t  the S .  W does not vary i n  the slig·htest. Chase listed three positions on the 
3c plate,  No.  10,  20 and 30 which he stated were " not only out of alignment 
but are actually place<l in a slightly slanting position. ' '  These three positions 
alone prove the S. W. dot vvas on the rel ief as all are in their relative positions 
with the design in spite of the slanting entries of the relief, on these three 
positions. 

ORDER OF EN TRY 

The tenth vertical row, from top to bottom, was evidently entered first, 
Lhe gu ide dots at the upper right corners on all the ninth vertical row positions 
furnishing the settings. This is  the reason no guide dots were placed on th e 
plate at the upper right corners of all positions in the tenth vertical row. This  
a lso applies to the 3c reprint plate. 

NuMRER OF REPRINTS Sor,n 

The Imff Book and also the U. S. Catalogue list t h e  numbers of Reprints 
sol d to the public,  and these :figures are given at the beginning of this chapter. 
Of the One Cent there were 3846 sold as compared to only 479 of the 3c.  The 
ca1 alog-ue pri ces the former at  $7.00 an<l the latter at  $50.00 which approximately 
refl ects the rel ative scarcity of the two stamps. There seems to have been little 
demand for the 3c as compared to the le and the real reason for this was no doubt 
berause it was the first opportunity for some fourteen years to obtain a Type I 
unused stamp for 1 cent. 

Of the 90c stamps, only 454 copies were disposed of, a number less t h an 
any of the other values. The catalogue price of th is stamp is $45, which appears 
to be quite modest when one considers the small number issued. 

The catalogue l ists a " pair " and a " block of four " of the One Cent but 
omits any such listing for the 'rhree Cent or any of the other denominations. 
Chase stated he had never seen but one pair of the T hree Cent. 

Figure 30 F illustrates a block of four of the One Cent-positions 4,  5,  14 
and 1 5 .  T his block shows the " relief dots " of 4 and 14, and the dash in the 
margin above 14. On the di agram Figure 30 B this margin dash is shown in 
the margin below " N " of " Cent . " This same dash is shown in the margin 
above the " TA " of " POSTAGE " on eight of the ten positions in the fou�th 
vertiral row-positions 4 to 74 inclusiYe. One position, No. 74 shows two da�hes 
instead of the usual on e.  As the shape of this small margin clash is very con
sistent, it evidently h ad its origin on the transfer roll. 

THE PAPER 

The paper that was used for the Reprints was of an excellent quality, whi te 
and as Mr. Luff stated q uite crisp. Chase stated it is so hard it  was somewh at 
brittle. 

lMPERFORATE REPRINTS 

Regarding imperforate items, C hase remarked on page 219 of his book : 
" Th ese stamps undoubtedly exist imperforate as I personally h ave seen one set 
of all values in pairs and two complete sets in single copies, one of these two 
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having in each instance a .-;l1eet margin. These are stated to have come from 
the estate of Charles l<'. Steel, who bad been connected with the National Bank 
Note Company and was the inventor of the grill used on the United States 
stamps from 1867 to sometime in the early 70s. These imperforate stamps are 
absolutely identical with the perforated all through the set as to color and paper 
and come from the same plates. The pair of Three Cent imperforate stamps 
incidentally showed the bottom sheet margin. I regret that nothing further of 
the hif::tory of these imperforate stamps is known to me. ' '  

I t  is my conviction that such items which were "never regularly issued 
to the publ ic "  are in no degree " TJ. S. Postage Stamps, " regardless of their 
color, paper, or other features Such items are proofs pure and simple and 
have no legitimate place in our catalogues with stamps that were regularly 
issued at their face valne by the Post Office Department. 

PROOFS OF 'l'IlE ONE CEN'l' REPRIN'l' 

Plate proofs of the One Cent value exist in various forms, the most common 
of which are the plate proofs on cardboard. Plate proofs on India paper are 
somewhat less common and these are known in various sized blocks. Proofs on 
paper other than India and cardboard and in various trial colors are also known. 

Sets of plate proofs of the Reprints were distributed, though under what 
conditions I do not know. Chase on page 219 of his book, described the enve
lopes these were enclosed in : 
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"I have seen two different envelopes, both white, in which sets of Reprint 
plate proofs were given out. The larger is 7 4 M.M.  high x 1 3 1  M.M.  wide. Printed 
on it  in black is : 

United States Postage Stamps 

Issue 

1 851 

The smaller envelope is 5 9 M.M_ high x 9 2 M.M. wide. Printed on it in black is 

United States 

REPR li.lT 
P L AT E  

Postage Stamps 
1851 

Proof Specimens" 

Figut"e 30 G. 



Cha,pter XXXI. 

THE PAPER USED FOR THE STAMPS. 

DURING the ten year perio
. 

d in which the Toppan, Carpenter firm supplied 
the Government with po:,;tage :,;tamp:,;, the paper used varied to quite 
an extent. In the first years, the paper was of an exceeding·ly good 

quality, as compared to that of the last few years. For the great majority of 
the stamps, a white woYe .machine made paper of fair <l uality was used. 

During the period of issue of imperforate stamps, the paper was consider
ably thicker than that used for the perforated stamps. Thinner paper appeared 
late in the Fall of 1 857.  Chase stated that the thickest paper he had seen of the 
Three Cent imperforate stamps was .005 inches, and the thinnest, .002 inches, 
with the average about .003 inches. 

Of the perforated Three Cen t Type TI stamps, which were issued at the 
same time as the One Cent Type V, the thickest he noted was .004 inches and 
the thinnest .002 inches, with thr average about .0025. 

In describing the paprrs of the Three Cent imprrforates, Chase stated, 
page 145 : 

"They are not infrequently seen on a paper which shows a distinct and very 
fine vertical ribbing. Most of this paper was used in 1 8 5 2  and 1 8 5 3 ,  and is not rare. 
The ' ribs' average about thirty-one to the centimeter. These should not be confused 
with other stamps which show more or less distinctly the characteristics of laid 
paper. However I am convinced that the seemingly laid lines, which may be found 
either vertically, horizontally or diagonally, are ordinarily due to one of two acci
dents. Sometimes they are caused by the fact that the stamp was affixed firmly to 
an envelope or letter sheet made of distinctly laid paper and as a result of having 
been held in contact with it, perhaps under pressure for many years, took on certain 
of its characteristics. 

"The other cause for this effect, so I am told by men who are by profession 
printers from line engraved plates, is due to a worn press blanket used while the 
stamps were being printed. It  must be remembered that the paper properly moist
ened is placed upon the inked and wiped engraved plate, and forced down against 
it under very considerable pressure. The part of the press which makes the pres
sure is ordinarily covered by a piece of thick cloth called the 'press blanket.' If 
the nap is worn from this cloth, the ridges on it may be impressed more or less 
distinctly in the paper. The resultant 'laid' lines may be either horizontal, or 
vertical, or both ; in the last case giving the appearance of quadrille paper. Let me 
add once more that I do not believe any 1 8  5 1  or 1 8  5 7 stamp of any of the values 
was printed on a true laid paper. Other paper varieties worthy of mention are a 
thin crisp paper which is more or less distinctly mottled when examined from the 
back. This was used in 1 8  5 8 and is found only on the perforated Type II stamps. 
From 1 8 5 9  on until the issue cea�ed, practically all stamps of all value were printed 
on a thin paper which is comparatively soft and shows the 'grain' distinctly. All 
of the 2 4 c, 3 0c and 9 0c stamps of this issue, for example, are found only on this 
paper and offer a chance for comparison. Probably in 1 8 6 0 ,  and certainly while 
this kind of paper was in use, <i little was employed that shows some characteristics 
of faint horizontally laid paper. The 'laid' lines show best by reflected light and 
little or not at all by transmitted light. This alone is enough to create grave doubts 
as to its being real laid paper. Identical paper was used for some Type V le 1 8 5 7  
stamps. * * For a short period, probably in 1 8 5 8 ,  vertically ribbed paper, 
almost identical, though a little less clearly ribbed than that used in 1 8 5 2  and 1 8 5 3 ,  
was employed for the perforated Type I I  stamps. These are somewhat rarer than 
the imperforate examples. ''' ,,. 

"Other varieties of paper may be noted but  they are all, I think, accidental. 
Im perforate stamps may be found on paper that is soft and porous, but this, I be
lieve, is due to the fact that the 'size' has been removed from the paper by accident 
or design. Again, paper is occasionally seen which appears to have a glazed surface. 
This too seems artificial. Further, paper is found which varies in color from yellow
ish to light brown. This also is accidental, although in certain instances it is due 
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to the brown gum which was used late in the year 1 8 5 1 ,  and which was far fror'• 
satisfactory. Paper is occasionally found that shows a foreign substance embedcl< •t 
in it, but because a really excellent quality was used this happened but ra1 ly." 

C hase furth er stated that,  sometime i n 1851 a small print ing was . ade o n· 
a pa per w h i c h  he called " Pa rt l ndia." T n  commenting on t h is, we · dnd the 
fol l owing: in  l 1 is  book on page 1+4 : 

"The firm man ufacturing the stamps undoubtedly bought the paper in the open 
market and there is no particular reason why hand-made paper might not have been 
used to a limited extent. The fact which makes me suspect such a possibility is 
that the paper of certain stamps shows characteristics found commonly in hand-made 
paper and rarely in that which is machine-m ade. For example : I have an imperfo
rate stamp on paper which varies much in thickness ; that is to say one quarter of 
the stamp is very thick while the rest is thin. This, so I am told by an expert, 
might possibly happen with machine-made paper but ordinarily indicates that which 
is hand-made. 

"With the exception of one small batch of paper it was all m ade from rag stock ; 
that is to say the basis of the pulp was ground up cloth mostly in the form of rags. 
The exception j ust mentioned, and to my mind a most interesting one, is a small lot 
of paper, used within two or three months of the time that the firm commenced the 
manufacture of stamps, which is made, not from pure rag stock, but from a mixture 
of this and fibre from the inner bark of the bamboo tree ; this latter being the basis 
of what ordinarily is known as India paper. From what paper experts tell me I 
j udge this paper could either have been made in the Orient or made in this country 
from stock imported therefrom .  * * * 

"The paper in question is thin and silky, 2 nd feels and looks like India paper, 
although it does not respond to one rough test which stamp collectors often employ 
to determine India paper ; this being to moisten it slightly upon which it promptly 
·wets through. '  This test however, I am told, is more a proof of lack of 'size' in 
the paper than it is of any kind of fibre. Stamps printed on this paper are a lways 
in a certain rather peculiar yellowish shade of orange-brown which is fairly distinc
tive. The paper itself is slightly yellowish, not the dead white usually found. 
These stamps are rare ; possibly twenty or thirty copies having been seen. A ma
jority of these bear the small black Boston PAID cancellation so probably most of 
this printing went to the city mentioned."  

Special ists interested in rhe subject of t h i ::;  " Part India pa per," are referred 
to quite a fine a rticle by Mr. E ugene .Jaeger, en titled : " E arly T h i n  Paper 
Varieties of  t he 3c 1851," which a p pea red in " Stamp s, "  issue of November 
28t h ,  1936,  Volume 17, page :353.  In t h is  article Mr.  Jaeger divided the thin 
pa per varieties of  the T hree Cent into t h ree classes as follows : 

( 1 ) Part India Paper. 
tember 1 8 5 1 . )  

( 2 )  Very Thin Paper. 
( 3 )  Very 'l'hin Paper. 

( Used mostly in Boston, Mass. ,  during August and Sep-

( Used in Boston ,  Mass . ,  during August 1 8 5 1 . )  
( Used i n  St. Louis, Mo. ,  during September 1 8 5 1 . )  

l\Ir. Jaeger stated that all t h e  thin paper, Part India paper varieties he h ad 
seen came only from t h e  T h ree Cent Plate One Early. 

Mention of t h is paper was also conta i ned in some notes I published in the 
A rnericon Ph ilatelist of l\Iarch 1936, page 308.  

I haYe seen examp les of both the 'I'hree Crnt a nd Twelve Cent on this thi n  
paper, and these were unquestionably of th e  " Part India " variety, but alt ho ugh 
I h ave seen copies of th e One Cent on a rather t h i n  paper, T have never seen a 
One Cent stamp on pa per I would c lassify as the " Pa rt India. "  

T h e  Th ree Cent stamps r m  th is paper are undoubtedly quite scarce, and in 
comp11rison,  the 'l'wel ve Cf'nt a re much rarer. I h a ve a record of 11 pproxi
mately fi fteen copies of t h f' T welve Cent that  T have f'Xam in ed or h ave h ad 
reported to me. Simi lar  to t h e  Three Cent these Twelve Cent likewise vary, 
both in t h e extent of t h e  qual ity of the  paper and in the degree of thinness. 
In the  collection of l\'Ir. Sam uel W. Richey of Cincinnati ,  is a horizontal pair 
of the Twelve Cent that is mo>it exceptiona l .  T t  is  very thin, much th inner than 
th e ordina ry plat e  proofs from th e  Reprint plates of 1875 .  I t h ink fois p aper is  
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so ·uewhat similar to the silky India proof paper of the original plate proofs of 
th i<' ive f!(:mt and •ren Cent 1847. 

In th Newbury collection is a horizontal strip of five of the Twelve Cent 
o.'l this · ·art India ' '  paper but to all appearances, it is not quite so thin as the 
Richey p .  :r. Both of these items are undoubtedly from the very first impres
sions from the Twelve C ent plate . 'l'he engravings are very sharp and resemble 
die proofs or plate proofs on India. T h e  shades of bot li these items are of the 
earliest known, the distinctive grayish . 

It is not improbable that these " Part In dia pape r "  stamps of the T hree 
Cent and Twelve Cent came from ' ' tria l  printings, ' '  i . e . ,  proof sh eets that were 
afterwards t hrown in the regular stock, t hen gummed nnd issued to various 
post offices. 

For the year ending J nne 80ti i ,  1852, approximately five and one half million 
One Cent stamps were issued to postma�ters, in comparison to only 237,042 
of the Twrlve value. Inasmuch as ;.pecimens of the Twelve on the Part India 
p aper are known, as comp<1 red to none of the One Cent, leads me to believe 
thnt few, if any, sheets of the One Cent were ever issued to the p ublic on this 
paper. 

Chase stated the thinnest paper he has rxamined of the 'l' hree Cent 1851 was 
.002 inches. l\Ir. Jaeger 11To te me so.me months ago that he had three specimens 
measuring .00 1 1 ,  .0012 and .0014. The Richey pair of the Twelve Cent is .002. 



Chapter XXXII. 

THE COLORS. 

I 'f is a very difficult problem to attempt even tn rjescribe the color d s!ndes 
of  the One Cent stamps issued in the ten-year period from ,1  ·Lo 1861. 

All of the stamps can be divided into ' 1  "'ee main classes-l l ue, pale 
or light blue and dark or black blue. , 

In describing the yarious colon; of the •r · , _,,e Ct·nt 1851-1857, Cl1ase took 
certain colors that were characteristic of the vanous - ears, and listed these pre
dominating colors by successive years. Thus ·we fo . .  : �he typical Orange Brown, 
as the 1851 color, the Brownish Carrnine as the 1862 color, the Pale ditll Reds 
and Ditll Rose Reds as the 1 853 color, etc. In 1857 we find Vh'.Y Jistin ctive 
stamps, the Plums, the Dnll Rose Clarets , or Rrml'nish Clarets. 

To a certain degree it  is  possible to assign certain colors, and shades, of the 
One Cent to certain years, but not to as great an extent as with the T hree Cent, 
because variations of the T hree Cent color!' are perhaps more noticeable than the 
variations of the blue One Cent stamps. 

Of all the colors of the One Cent there are t hree that are outstanding and 
distinctive. By years I classify them as follows : 

1 8 5 1-The Pale Light Blue 
1 8 5 2-The Rich Dark Blue 
1 8 5 6-The Deep Dark Blue 

Regarding the two latter shades. The first refers to the rich dark blue 
of the earliest of printings from Plate One IJate, whereas the second refers to a 
color that is typical of the scarce stam ps from Plate 'fhree. Both shades are a 
dark blue but they are entirely different in appearance. 

Regarding the fi r:-1t. Stamps showing use in the early days of 1851 are 
always in a pale light blue. T hey are a:s characteristic of the Plate One Early 
stamps, as the orange-brown:-; of the first plates used for the T hree Cent. 

\lfe find stamps from Plate One !Jate ( 1 856 ) ,  from Plate 'l'wo ( 1 856 ) ,  and 
from t he Type V Plates ( 1858 ) in l ight  blue colors but none of these are exactly 
like the characteristic shade of 1851. 

The finest work I have ever seen on the subject of colors is a book that was 
publ is bed in 1912, entitled, " Color Standards and Nomenclature " by Robert 
Rid gway, M. S . ,  C. l\I. Z.  S. ,  etc_ T quote in part from this authoritative work : 

" Tint, hue and shade are employed so loosely by the public generally, even by 
those people who claim to use English correctly, that neither word has a very defi
nite meaning, although each is capable of being as accurately used as any word in 
our every day vocabulary * '' * It is not strictly correct to say a 'dark tint' or 
'light shade' of any color, because a 'l'INT implies a color PAI .. ER than the full color, 
while a SHADE means exactly the opposite ; and to say an 'Orange shade ( or tint ) 
of red, '  a 'greenish shade ( or tint)  of blue, '  a 'bluish shade ( or tint) of violet, '  etc . ,  
is  an absurdity, for the term HUE, which specifically and alone refers to relative 
position in the spectrum scale, without reference to lightness or darkness, is the only 
one which can correctly be used in such cases. Indeed the standardization of color 
terms is almost if not quite as important, in the interest of educational progress, as 
that of the colors themselves and their names ; therefore, to make easy a clear under
standing of the specific meaning of each, the following definitions are given : 

"Color-The term of wides t application, being the only one which can be used 
to cover the entire range of chromatic manifestation;  the spectrum colors ( together 
with those between violet and red, not shown in the spectrum)  with all their enum
erable variations of luminosity, mixture, etc. In a more restricted sense, applied to 
the six distinct spectrum colors ( red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet ) ,  which 
are sometimes distinguished as fundamental colors or spectrum colors. 



THE UNITED STATES ONE CEN'l' STAMP OF' 1851-1857 17 

"Hue--While often used interchangeably or synonymously with color, the term 
hue is more properly restricted by special application to those lying between any 
contiguous pair of spectrum colors ( also between violet and purple and between 
p·, pie and red ) ; as an orange hue ( not shade or tint, as so often incorrectly said) 
of red ; a yellow hue of orange ; a greenish hue of yellow, a bluish hue of green ; a 
violet hue of blue, etc. 

"'l'int--Any color ( pure or broken) weakened by high illumination or ( in the 
· •  e of pigments ) by admixture of white, or ( in the case of dyes or washes ) by 

ex ;ss of 2.queous or other liquid medium ;  as, a deep, medium, light, pale, or deli
cate· ( pallid) tint of red. The term cannot correctly be used in any other sense. 

"Sr"<le--Any color ( pure or broken) darkened by shadow or ( in the case of 
pigonieut h..y admixture of blac! r: exactly the opposite of TINT, as a medium ,  dark, 
or very' d& 0 :  I \].usky) shade ot red. * * * 

"BrQken Color-Any on,e . .of the spectrum colors or hues dulled or reduced in 
purity uf admixture l in ar . oportion)  of neutral gray, or varying relative pro
portion of both black anu wnw0; also produced by admixture of certain spectrum 
colors, as red with green, orang-r \·.rith blue, yellow with violet, etc." 

By NEUTRAL GRA 1'..ltie author means the gray obtained by mixing pure 
spectrum, col9rs in proportion, viz. :-red 32% , green 42% and violet 26%, and 
also equais the combination of black 79 % and white 21 % . · . · 

A comparison of the average color of the early 1851 printings from Plate 
One Early, with the color plates in the Ridgway book, defines this color as 
" CHESSYLI1'E BLUE "-43'.K. Analyzing this particular shade, we find the 
" 45 " defines the hiie, the dash as the admixture of neutral gray and the " K "  
the depth of the shade, or the proportion of black mixed with the hue plus the 
neutral gray. 

Referring to the hiie. In the spectrum, green is to the left of blue and violet 
to the right. The "45" defines the hne "blue-green blue, " or 45% green plus 
55% blue. The single dash following the 45 indicates a mixture of 68% of the 
hue with 32% of neutral gray. The ' '  K ' '  indicates that this was mixed with 
bwck in the following proportions : 20% plus 80% of black. 

Thus this shade can hardly be classed as a tint or a pale color, but regard
less of this we will refer to it as the 1851 pale blue. 

The pale blues of Plate One Early appear much lighter in shade than the 
color of the actual ink used. 'I'his is due to the fact that the recessed lines on 
the plate forming the ornamental frame of the design, were very shallow, and 
held very little ink, hence the appearance to the eye of the shade was broken 
down by the white paper. A correct idea of the color value of Plate One Early 
stamps can be obtained by disregarding all parts of the design except the heavy 
horizontal lines forming the background of the medallion. 

The catalogue lists a shade of the 7 R 1 E as a " Dark Blue. " In compar
ing an average " dark blue" stamp from Plate One Early with the Ridgway 
plates the correct reading seems to be, " 49 . M, " the " Prussian Blue. " This is 
a mixture of the pure spectrum blue with black in the following proportions : 
12.5% color-87.5% black. Thi::; mixture of the pure blue accounts for the 
richness of this shade. 

The Prussian blue shade was probably first used in the Spring of 1852, 
though it is quite possible batches of it were used in the Fall of 1851. Plate 
·One Early stamps in this rich shade are quite uncommon. This shade or vari.a
tions of it were evidently in use when the plate was withdrawn from use in the 
Spring of 1852 for the alterations, because the earliest uses we have seen of 
Plate One Late stamps are in shades quite similar if not practically the same 
as the Prussian blue. Becanse this shade is so distinctive, we refer to it and 
variations of it, as the " 1852 shade" or the " rich deep blue. " 

In selecting an average copy of the Type JV stamp printed in 1852 and 
comparing it with the Ridgway plates, we obtain a slightly different reading 
than the above Plate One Early average copy. 
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This typical Type IV 1852 shade classifies as " Berlin Blue-4 7 .M. " In 
this shade the percentage 80',Yo of black, was added to 20% of the spectrum com
bination of 25% green plus 75% blue. Another outstanding shade classifies as 
" Dusky Greenish Blue, " 4 7'.J\'l. 

These deep blue shades were continued in various variations for over a 
year, the shades at times running quite deep and at other periods somewhat 
lighter than the average. 

These lighter shades I call ' '  1853. ' '  By comparing a n  average copy with 
the Ridgway plates a fairly good match appears to be " Paris Blue, " 4 7-K", 
the hue being the same as above with a mixture of 29.5 '.Yo plus 70.5% of black. 

During the latter part of 1853, the lighter shades predominated. 
There is very little that is out of the ordinary in the different batches of 

ml\: that were used in 1854 and 1855. These were blues, pale blues, and dull 
blues with various variations, and there was little richness to the shades of this 
period. 

Ridg·way 's " Dark Chessylite Blue"-45'.lVI is a fair match for the average 
dark shades of 1854. It is a dark dull looking shade and this together with the 
dirty condition of the plate, give us stamps which are far less attractive in 
appearance than those of 1851-1852 and the greater part of 1853. 

\Vhen Plate Two came into use late in 1855, Plate One was badly worn, 
hence more stamps were issued during 1856 from the new plate than from the 
old one. Thus we turn to the Plate Two stamps we know were used in 1856, 
for a general study of the shades of that year. The worn plate stamps from 
Plate One Late on the average are a fairly good match of Ridgway 's "Hortense 
Blue. " 

In a study of the shades of Plate Two as compared to those of Plate One 
for the period of 1856, I am quite sure of one thing, i . e. , the same batch of ink 
may be used at the same time on two different plates and produce entirely dif
ferent looking shades of color. I think these two plates prove this assertion. 
Plate Two was new, the lines of the designs were sunk deep in the plate, where
as Plate One was badly worn and the lines of the design were not originally 
sunk as deep on the plate. The average Plate 'l'wo stamps of 1856 are a fairly 
good match of Ridgway 's 49-L. Duller and deeper shades match with the 
" Dusky Orien Blue-45" .M. " This is 45% green plus 55% blue--mixed with 
42% of this color and 58% of neutral gray-then 20% plus 80% of black. Thus 
we account for the dull color. [t has somewhat the appearance of a slate blue. 

The most beautiful of the 1 856 shades is the " deep dark blue " so typical 
of many of the Plate Three stamps. It is one of the three outstanding shades of 
all the One Cent stamps. 

The most brilliant of the typical Plate Three shades, matches very closely 
Ridgway 's "Dark Prussian Blue "-49.N. This is the pure spectrum color 
mixed with black, as follows : 6% color, 94% black. The pure spectrum color 
gives this shade its brilliancy. Less distinctive shades from Plate Three on 
the average classify as "Deep Berlin Blue"-47.N. The color in this shade is 
25% green and 75%. blue and mixed with black as follows : 6% color, 94% black. 

I have seen a small number of stamps from Plate Two in a shade quite 
similar to the ' ' typical Plate Three, ' '  but I do not recall ever seeing an item 
from this plate that equaled in richness the finest examples of the color from 
Plate Three, the Dark Prussian Blue. 

Plate Three stamps were not confined to this deep dark blue shade or the 
" Deep Berlin Blues, ' '  as I have seen quite a few stamps that perfectly matched 
some of the common shades of Plate Two, proving conclusively that the two 
plates were in use at the same time at certain periods. 

Again referring to the shades of the Plate Two imperforate stamps. At 
..;Orne period in 1856 Toppan, Carpenter evidently used a dark brown gum, or 
some species of gum that stained the white paper, and in examining such copies, 
the stained paper has a tendency to change the appearance of the true shade 
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of the inks. In attempting to classify shades by the Ridgway book it is much 
better to use stamps on paper which is white and not stained. 

Plate Four came into use in tlie Spring of 1857, and the shades vary from 
light blue to dark blue. The majority of the imperforates are dark blues, with 
paler shades the exception. 

When the Type V plates came into use in late 1857 the first shades we find 
are quite similar to some of the darker shades of Plate Four. In the middle of 
1858 we find these stamps in much lighter shades, and these were used rather 
consistently during 1859 and 1860. Dark blue Type V stamps are quite scarce 
in comparison to the lighter shades. A typical example compares with Ridgway 's 
" Dark Dusky Greenish Blue" 4 7'.N. The percentage of green in this shade 
gives it its unusual appearance. 

The majority of stamps from Plates Eleven and Twelve are found in dark 
blue shades, the rare exceptions being stamps printed in what appears to the eye 
as a light blue. I believe these light blues probably came from very late print
ings, as they generally show no ink film, indicating that thru several months of 
use, the surface of the plates had become polished, producing stamps with white 
backgrounds. The light shades compare with Ridgway 's "Patent Blue"--43-K. 
The color is 6 1 %  green, 39% Blue mixed 29.5 ',/o color and 70.5% black. The 
deeper shades are "Deep Berlin Blue "--47-N. 

With the aid of copies of the Ridgway book, a collector in one city can de
scribe the shade of a stamp to another in a distant city, or distinctive shades can 
be recorded in a book of this character to serve as an aid for the specialist of 
the future. 

As stated above, the same batch of ink can be used to print the same stamps 
from different plates and produce stamps of entirely different shades. Excellent 
examples, as cited above, are the 1856 printings from the new One Cent Plate 
Two, and the badly worn Plate One. 

Color charts as a rule are useless for comparing shades of stamps produced 
by different printing methods. If one is working with line engraved stamps, 
one should have a color chart produced from steel plates. If one is working w ith 
lithographed stamps one should have a color chart produced by lithography, and 
the same applies to typographed stamps, etc. 

One cannot obtain the same depth and brilliancy of color of impressions 
from steel plates by lithography, or by other methods used for printing stamps, 
because the same batch of ink would show a difference in color. A blue from a 
steel plate is deeper and more brilliant than the same color of ink printed from 
stone or woodcut. On a steel plate the ink fills up cavities on the plate and is 
pulled from these depressions to the damp paper, and is two, three or four times 
the quantity needed for the lithograph or the typograph. On the steel plate 
print the ink lies like an elevated ridge, while on the lithograph or typograph 
it is thinned out and flat. I believe the Ridgway book is an excellent guide, 
but to intelligently make use of the color charts in this book one must possess 
good eyes for color differences. 



Chapter XXXIII. 

THE GUM. 

DURING the first six months the 1851 stamps were current, it is quite 
evident that Toppan, Carpenter had considerable difficulty in procuring 
an adhesive material which would hold the stamps to mail matter. We 

have direct evidence of this in the comment of various newspapers as quoted in 
the opening chapters of Volume One of this work. On many covers of the 
period we find the use of wafers to hold stamps to the letters, on others we find 
notations such as ' ' Paid, if the damn thing sticks, ' '  etc. 

The gum the manufacturers used at different periods varied in appearance 
from practically a colorless material to one of a dark brownish shade. Chase 
sta1·ed in his book that the darkest gum was used late in 1851, but if discolored 
paper originated from dark gum, then it has been my experience that many 
One Cent Plate Two stamps of 1856 had a darker gum than those printed in late 
1851. Seldom have I found Plate One Early stamps on badly discolored paper, 
but such stamps from Plate Two are rather common. 

In all probability the adhesive material was applied by hand, as I have no 
evidence that this was done otherwise. To apply this by hand, and hang the 
sheets up to dry was tedious labor, and no doubt this gumming was the principal 
cause of the delay of the manufacturers in keeping up with the demand in the 
-first few months after the stamps were placed on sale. On some stamps the 
gum i s  perfectly smooth and has a gloss, on others it shows it was thickly and 
roughly applied, and the age has caused it to crack. 

It is difficult for the faker to imitate the gum on the stamps of this issue in 
a manner to deceive anyone familiar with its characteristics. 

In the Bacon book, ' ' The Line Engraved Postage Stamps of Great Britain, ' '  
Volume I ,  quite a lengthy account is given of the difficulties encountered by 
Perkins Bacon & Co. , in gumming the first of the Penny Black Stamps. They 
wrote to the P. 0. Department : 

"After various experiments we find : -

l st-That three persons can only gum and dry 6 0 0  sheets in 1 2  hours, 
whereas we shall probably require five times that quantity. 

2nd-That unless the gum is laid on rather thick, it will not adhere to the 
letter, when wet and put upon it, and consequently that it  will not 
go near as far as supposed. 

3 rd-That after perfectly gumming the sheets it frequently happens that 
the gum separates, and leaves large spots upon the sheet, where the 
gum has not taken at all. We do not believe this is owing to any 
fault in the gum, but in the bleaching of the rag or sizing of the paper 
at the mill. 

4 th-The sheets do cockle and thus trouble us, while drying and before we 
get them into the glazed boards for pressing." 

Regarding the composition of the various gums used by Perkins Bacon & Co., 
the Bacon book has the following : 

"As regards the gum used after 1 8 4 5 ,  Mr. Edwin Hill in his evidence before the 
Select Committee, on Postage Label Stamps in 1 8 5 2 , stated : ' Our gum is potato 
starch, slightly burnt or toasted,' and Mr. J.  B. Bacon, in his evidence before the 
same Committee, said : ' There is a great deal of nonsense in speaking about the in
j ury to health in our gum ; our gum is composed of potato starch wheat starch and 
gum.'  Towards the end of 1 8 5 4  animal substance was introduc�d in the gum and 
in reply to an inquiry in July 1 8 6 7  about the composition of the gum Perkins 
Bacon & Co. ,  wrote : 'The gum used in the Preparation of Postage Stamps

' 
* * � 

is made of gelatine and potato starch called British Gum.' " 
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Chase stated in his book, page 157 : 
"For making gum at the time the stamps were current, three substances or 

various mixtures of them were commonly used, and the gum on the stamps in ques
tion almost certainly was made up from one or more of these ingredients. One is 
gum arabic, the better grades of which are also known as gum acacia, a dried 
exudation from different kinds of acacia trees. Another is a gelatine which is an 
animal product. The third and most commonly used is dextrin, which is made from 
various kinds of starch, either by dry heat at a temperature above 1 5 0  degrees 
centigrade or by the action of dilute sulphuric acid." 



Chapter XXXIV. 

PERFORATION. 

MR. � UFF stated in his book : " The first stamps were , perforated and delivered to the Government on February 24, 1857. ' On page 75, he 
published a letter dated April 2, 1863 and signed by S. H. Carpenter, 

" of the late firm of Toppan, Carpenter & Co. " Among certain statements from 
this letter are the following : 

"I have given the above facts not only from my own recollection of them, but 
from the contract with the P. 0. Department which is before me * * * "  

"In 1 8  5 7 the Postmaster General determined t o  introduce the perforation of 
postage stamps. In order to do this it  became necessary for us to make * * * 1 3  
plates, besides a large outlay to procure the necessary machinery for perforating 
the stamps, and in view of the fact our first contract with the Government would 
expire in about 4 months from that time and might not be renewed." ( Note by 
S. B. A.-Mr. Carpenter stated "in 1857" and mentioned "about 4 months from the 
time the first contract was due to expire." The contract expired June 3 0 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  so 
the time he was referring to was February 18 5 7) . 

"We felt it necessary to protect ourselves against loss by asking that, in case 
the contract * * * should not be renewed * * * the Government should 
indemnify us from loss by paying us * * * and a further sum of $ 3 , 0 0 0  for the 
perforating machine with the necessary machinery. This was promptly agreed to 
by the Postmaster General and a contract to that effect was made and executed on 
6 th F'eb. 1 8 5 7 .  The plates and perforating machinery were, of course, to become 
the property of the Government, in the contingency of our losing the contract * * * ."  

The four-year extension of the contract was signed by Aaron V. Brown, 
Postmaster General, on April 6th, 1857 and by Toppan, Carpenter & Co. on 
April 8th, 1857. 

I have never been able to find any evidence that any quantity of perforated 
stamps were delivered to the Post Office Department as early as the date given 
by Mr. Luff, i.e . , February 24th, 1857. In fact I think we are quite safe in 
assuming that for the months of March, April, May and June, only the Three 
Cent stamps were issued to the public in perforated sheets. 

In the Chase book is published a very interesting editorial from the North 
American and United States Gazette, Philadelphia Friday February 27, 1857, 
from which the following excerpts are taken : (Page 160 ) 

"Letter Stamps. Those who are i n  the haon o f  frequently usmg tne paid letter 
stamps must have been somewhat annoyed by the tendency of the smoothly cut 
edges to catch at anything and turn up, so that the stamp gets knocked off by mere 
friction. Many a letter loses its stamp in this way. * * * what is now in use 
in England under the name of the 'perforated letter stamp. '  These are printed on 
sheets of paper of the same size as the others, intersecting lines of perforations run 
across the sheet, so that each stamp is surrounded with them, and may be separated 
from the rest without being cut. * * * The British Government, as we have 
mentioned, had to pay for its invention, but our own receives the benefit of it for 
the mere regular contract price of the stamps. ( Note by S .  B. A.-This is an error, 
as T. C. & Co. received two cents a thousand for perforating the stamps ) .  Plans 
and machinery for making the latter have been imported and put into use by 
Messrs. Toppan, Carpenter & 'Company of this city, * * * and w e  were shown 
yesterday some sheets of these perforated stamps which convince us of their utility. 
Our able Postmaster General * * * has ordered a large supply of the Three 
Cent Stamps, the only ones as �·et made. Ninety thousand were ordered for the 
cities of New York and Philadelphia, and thirty thousand for New Orleans and other 
cities of the South and West." 
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Inasmuch as Mr. S. H. Carpenter stated in the letter quoted above that the 
contract for furnishing the Post Office Department with perforated stamps was 
signed on the 6th of February and the editorial quoted above, shows the 
Toppan firm was producing perforated sheets of the Three Cent stamps twenty 
days later it is quite evident that they had a perforating machine before the 
signing of the contract. 

Dr. Chase relates in bis book how he accidentally ran across an account of 
how the Toppan firm acquired the machine to perforate the first stamps furnished 
the Post Office Department. His account is so interesting I am including it 
herewitll in full. 

From the Chase book on the Three Cent 1851-1857, page 160 : 
"As far as I know nothing has ever been published in this country regarding 

the machine used, or method employed in perforating the stamps of this issue, ex
cept the letter appearing above. I was at a loss to know what lead to follow in 
order to obtain this information until by chance I was glancing over a copy of a 
handbook entitled, Grenada ; to which is Prefaced an Account of the Perforations of 
the Perkins-Bacon Printed Stamps of the British Colonies, by E. D. Bacon and F. H. 
Napier, published by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd . ,  London, some years ago. I noted the 
following few lines on Page 1 3 :  

"It i s  interesting to note that Messrs. Toppan, Carpenter & Co. ,  printers of the 
postage stamps of the United States, who had bought one of Messrs. Bemrose & 
Sons' larger perforating machines at the same time as Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., 
did succeed, apparently, in turning their machine from a rouletter into a perforator, 
and it is presumably this machine that they used for perforating the United Sta.tes 
stamps of 1 8 5 7  and 1 8 6 0 ,  the gauge of which is 1 5 ,  1 5 112 . " *  

*Appendix A .  Letters 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  and 2 3 ,  2 4 .  

I take the liberty of giving here in full the five letters referred to and 
found in the Appendix : 

( 1 )  

"Gentlemen : 

"London, 6 9 ,  Fleet Street, 
" October 1 6 , 1 8 5 5 .  

"We duly received your letter accompanying the perforating machine, and re
gret the delay that has taken place in acknowledging it, but the party who has 
c harge of that machine had another for a different purpose, which was putting up 
when it  arrived and we could not attend to both at once ; it is now, however, erected, 
and although very little has yet teen done we think it  will answer by increasing the 
length of the treadle, which as you had it would not allow of any leg larger than a 
boy's, and the pin was m issing, but both these things are easily remedied. You 
may therefore draw upon us for the 13 pounds through your Banker or any other 
way. 

"We also received your letter of the 1 2 th on Saturday announcing that Messrs. 
Toppan, Carpenter & Co. had ordered a perforating machine, and yesterday we 
received one from them, a copy of which we annex, to the same purport. When 
your Mr. Bemrose, Junr. ,  was in Town he stated that you could make a considerable 
difference in price if two machines were ordered instead of one, and it was in con
sequence of this, which we communicated to Messrs. T. C. & Co:, that they made 
the observations which you will find in their letter. 

"Will you give us your views in regard to the price?  Messrs. T.  C .  & Co.  are 
right as to size of the heads being alike in the English and American Stamps, and 
they are right also as to the m<mber of twenty heads one way, but those twenty 
are not placed at all the same as to distance between each stam p ;  we think, how
ever, that your machine can easily be adapted to the variations which they present. 

"We have examined the subject of shrinkage of the paper by gumming and 
although the American Paper is less tough and consequently may shrink less than 
the English ( we allude to the adhesive Stamps in both cases ) still the difference 
occasioned by that circumstance alone must be very trifling, and we find that it  
amounts to  so little as  not  to  be worth mentioning, so that  you may act  upon this 
information or wait for a gummed sheet from the United States, whichever you think 
best. 

"We are, etc . ,  etc . ,  

" Messrs. W. Bemrose & Sons, 
Derby. " 

" ( signed)  Perkins, Bacon & Co. 
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( 2 )  

"Derby, May 1 ,  1 8 5 6 . 
"Gentlemen : 

"We beg to acknowledge receipt of yours of April 2 9 th and assure you we had 
very much rather the cost of machine had been less. As we before stated, - the size, 
etc., were quite altered from the original idea. The estimate given was for sheets 
1 2 1h x1 0 1h inches. The machine, requiring as it did to take sheets twice the size, 
completely changed our plans, and compelled us to give greater stability and firm
ness throughout, besides the increased number of cutters, and additions, such as 
pointing, etc. The extra work for these we do not consider has cost more in pro
portion than the original. 

"Touching the reduction in price to you, we say truly when we tell you that by 
your machine w e  shall not now clear a Five Pound Note. Though we are confident 
in the knowledge that the machine cannot be made for less , we had much rather
on account of the cost being ( necessarily though it be)  greater than machine you 
first contemplated-and more especially on account of your kind recommendations 
and interest-we had much rather sink the profit on the transaction. The invoice 
standing thu s :  

£ .  s .  d. 
Machine 1 0 9  0 0 
Hand apparatus 5 0 0 net cost 
Packing cases 2 1 5  0 

£ 1 1 6  1 5  0 

"The 'hand' apparatus you are aware was not included in first estimate. 
"With reference to Messrs. Toppan & Co.'s machine. It has more work in it 

than yours-double axles, etc. ,  consequent on the variations in width of their stamps, 
and is 40 pounds more than yours. In a letter dated March 2 1 st. they say, 'The cost 
is  much greater than we had contemplated, but-in consideration of what you say 
in reference to the changes, additions, and improvements made to the machine in 
order to make it perfect, and in every way suitable for our purpose, we shall make 
no objection to the charge. ' This was while the machine was on its way to New York. 

"We are sorry to hear there is a probability of your never using your machine. 
We trust this will not be the case. We have been applied to respecting one for the 
Continent. * Should the plan be approved and our estimate accepted, it will give us  
pleasure to relieve you of yours provided the size is available, which we think it 
wotlld. 

"Trusting the revision of price will meet your approval. 
"We remain, etc . ,  etc. , 

" ( s igned ) Wm. H. Bemrose. 
"Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co." 

* In a subsequent letter, dated May 8 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  Messrs. Bemrose ·state that this 
was for Spain. 

( 3 )  

"Gentlemen : 

" 6  9 ,  Fleet Street, 
"May 6, 1 8 5 6 .  

" Your favour o f  the 1st instant was duly received and we notice its contents. 
We do not question what you say as to the cost of perforating machine, but the 
difficulty with us is this ,  such a one is of no use but for Postages-this Government 
have their own of a different kind-the United States have negotiated with you for 
one, and all the Stamps used by our Colonies put together would not pay for the 
outlay, and therefore the cost of the machine was the principal ingredient that in
duced us  to order it and which we probably should not have done had we been told 
at first that it would be 1 2 0  pounds. Moreover, when you first named the price of 
80 pounds nothing had been said of 12 in. 1h by 1 0 112 . but it was a machine for 
postage labels similar in size to those in use in the country and which we hoped 
to assist you in getting for Messrs. Toppan & Co . ,  and it was at this state of the 
business that you proposed to allow us a commission on one of them but if you 
have been deceived as you probably have in the real expense you have been put to 
in preparing the machinery and it has really cost you 1 1 6  pounds 1 5  shillings we 
have no wish to have you work at a loss nor to deprive you of the five pounds 
more to have any commission which we have always repudiated on that done for 
Messrs. Toppan & Co. You may therefore draw on us a draft at one day's  si�ht or 
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a cheque payable to order on demand for the full sum after deducting one guinea 
for our charge against you for engraving. We were serious in what we said as to 
the probability that we should not have any use for the machine, but of course that 
is a thing with which you have nothing to do; if ,  however, the negotiation you write 
about; should go on, we shall be very glad if you will take it  off our hands and will 
make you a reasonable allowance for so doing, and then if afterwards things should 
look brighter we could order another at your leisure. We are well satisfied with 
the small machine which is a useful one to us. 

"We are, etc., etc . ,  
" ( signed ) Perkins, Bacon & Co. 

"Messrs. Bemrose & Sons." 

The Bacon book gives some Yery interesting facts regarding the inventor 
of the perforating machine. The fol lowing are extracts taken from this book : 

"The idea of separating stamps by some mechanical means was first conceived 
by Mr. Henry Archer an Irishman who invented a machine for that purpose. He 
first brought his invention to the notice of the Postmaster General on October 1 st, 
1 8 4 7 .  This early machine did not employ round holes in the paper for the separa
tion but 'jagged edges. '  The two tirst machines constructed made ' l ines of short 
cuts in the intervals between the stamps without any portion of the paper being 
removed from the sheets.' This form of separation is known to philatelists under 
the term ' Rouletting.' Mr. Archer patented his machine on November 2 3 rd ,  1 8 4 8 .  
I n  the specification which i s  dated May 2 3 rd, 1 8 4 9 ,  the illustrations show that the 
machine was constructed to perforate two series of sheets of stamps placed side by 
side. Mr. Archer's third machine perforated a series of holes round the edges of 
the stamps by removing little circular discs of paper. A long correspondence took 
place during the years 1 8 4 9- 5 2  between Mr. Archer and the British Treasury, the 
Post Office, and the Board of Inland Revenue on tbe subject of the compensation 
to be paid for his invention. Mr. Archer refused three offers made him, of 5 0 0  
pounds, 6 0 0  pounds and 2 0 0 0  pounds. I n  June 1 8 5 3  a settlement was reached and 
he was paid 4 0 0 0  pounds." 

There seems to be some question as to whether Archer was actually the first 
person to suggest the idea and the Bacon book states, 

"Who the actual inventor of perforation was we do not know, but his name is 
lost in oblivion. A notice of Archer's death appeared April 1 ,  1 8 6 3  in the follow
ing words, 'On the 2nd March, at Pan, Henry Archer, Esq. , the inventor of the ma
chine for perforating postage label stamps . '  " 

The correspondence quoted in the Chase book shovvs that the Toppan, Car
penter firm had ordered a perforating machine from the English firm prior to 
Oct. 1 2, 1855. It is also evident that before this date they had sent ungummed 
sample sheets to Bemrose & Sons for experimental purposes, and that they at 
this time were awaiting sample sheets with gum. The machine was on its way 
to this country on March 21 , 1856 and it cost about 150 pounds. After the 
Toppan firm received the machine there is little doubt they made many experi
ments with it and changed it from a rouletting machine to a perforating machine. 
Experimental rouletted sheets of stamps and also experimental perforated sheets 
were probably issued in small trial quantities prior to 1857, because specimens 
of the Three Cent are known that are believed to have come from such sheets. 

rr1rn C r ncAGO PERFORATION 
Probably the best known of the stamps believed to have originated from 

these Toppan, Carpenter & Co. experimental sheets are those called, the ' ' Chicago 
Perforations. ' '  They are known by this name because practically all known 
copies, show a use from that city. Only two values are known, the Three Cent 
'l'ype I and the One Cent Type JI (Pl ate Two ) and Type IV (plate One Late ) . 
Chase stated the earliest known use to him of the 'rhree Cent was July 14, 1856 
and the latest October 2, 1856. He mentioned a stamp used January 23rd which 
he presumed to be 1857 and another in May which may be either 1856 or 1857, 
probably the former. 

The perforation of these ' ' Chicago Perfs ' '  gauges very close to 12¥2 al
th0ugh it varies slightly, rarely measuring nearly 13. We know absolutely noth-
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ing regarding the origin of these stamps but we do know they were not used by 
the same firms, and it does seem possible a batch of Three Cent and One Cent 
were sent to the Chicago Post Office to be tried out by firms using large numbers 
of stamps. The holes are rather large and cleanly cut and the lines of perfora
tions appear quite regular with the centering no worse than those turned out a 
year later by the Toppan firm. This company was probably the only firm in the 
country who owned a .machine of this sort in 1 856 so we h ave good reason to 
bel ieve these ' ' Ch icago Perfs ' '  came from the shop of the Toppan firm. 

Chase stated he had seen some sixteen copies of the Three Cent and four 
copies of the One Cent Type IV. I have seen but one copy of the One Cent 
Type II. This stamp is from Plate Two, the 48 R 2 double transfer, and it is a 
single on a printed circular mailed from Chicago. Unfortunately there is no 
indication of the date of use. This cover is in the collection of l\1r. Charles F. 
Jones of Ch illicothe, Ohio, and was loaned to me for examination by my good 
friend, Mr. Carl vV. Hurst of the i'iame city. The circular is an advertisement 
of the "Lake View lV at er C1l l'e , near Chicago, Ills ' ', and has a wood cut illus
trating this health resort. The �:.tamp i8 on the regular paper used at that period 
( 1856) for the imperforate .�tamps from Plate 'l'wo. It is cancelled with the 
black Chicago ' ' PAID. ' '  

FiJ:,"ure 34 A. "Chicago Peri." in Center. 

Figure 34 A is an il lustration of th is  unusual stamp, with a normal perfo
rated copy of a Type II from this same pl ate at the l eft and a normal Type IV 
at the right. The ' ' Chicago Pnf ' '  shows that in spite of the perforations, 
SCiPSOrS ( ? ) were used to separate the stamp. 

Fig;ure 34 B. "Chi c;1;.;o Perf." at Rig·l1t. 
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Figure 34 B illustrates a copy of the Three Cent 'rype I " Chicago Perf" 
at the right, with a normal copy at the left. 

FAKE PERFORATIONS 

It is apparently quite easy for the manipulator of stamps to forge perfora
tions and collectors should be very careful in purchasing the scarce One Cent 
types. Some of the late printings of 1 he imperfornte Type IV stamps are occa
sionally found on thinner paper than the nverage, and these are generally the 
ones used to make fraudulent type perfora�es. 

Fig·ure ;{4 C. Fake Perforation. 

Figure 34 C is an illustration of a Type II stamp from Plate Two with 
forged perforations. 

' '  1MPERFORATE BE'l'WEEN ' '  

In the listing of the l e  1857 stamps, the Scott T T. S. Catalogue includes 
under No. 42 B, the Type T IT A from Plate Four, as a variety "Horizontal 
pair, imperf. between. ' '  

Fig·ui.·e 34 D. Variety "l1nperfo1·ate Bet,veen.'' 

Figure 34 D illustrates the finest example I have seen of this variety. This 
is a horizontal strip of III A from Plate Four and the strip contains no perfo
rations between the first and second stamps to left. It is a good example of some 
of the difficulties the manufacturers were experiencing with the newly adopted 
method of perforating in the summer of 1857. 



Chapter XXXV. 

DEMONETIZATION OF THE 1851-1857 ISSUE. 

T
HE stamps of the 1851-1857 and 1860 issues were declared obsolete for 
postal use under certain conditions, by order of the Postmaster General 
in August 1861 . The stamps of the 1847 issue had previously been 

declared invalid for postal uses after the issue of new stamps on July 1, 1851. 
The reason for demonetizing the Toppan, Carpenter stamps was the out

break of the Civil War in April of 1861. In his annual report of December 2, 
1861, the Postmaster General stated in part : 

"In order to prevent the fraudulent use of the large quantity of stamps remain
ing unaccounted for, in the hands of postmasters in the disloyal states, it was deemed 
advisable to change the desig·n and the color of those manufactured under the new 
contract, * * * and to substitute as soon as possible the new for the old issues. 
* * * All post offices in the loyal states, with the exception of certain offices in 
Kentucky and Missouri, have been supplied therewith. Those of the old issue have 
been exchanged and superseded. The old stamps on harid, and such as were re
ceived by exchange at the larger offices, have been to a great extent counted and 
destroyed, and those of the smaller offices returned to the Department. * * * Al
though the enumeration and destruction of the old stamps and envelopes is not yet 
completed, there is ample evideuce that few received in exchange were sent from 
disloyal states." 

The Postmaster General made no mention in his report that he had ' ' de
monetized ' '  the old stamps by declaring them ' ' obsolete and no longer good for 
postal uses. ' '  It was an arbitrary action on his part, but no doubt he had as 
much authority to do so, as a former postmaster general had in 1851, when 
he declared the 1847 stamps obsolete after J'tme 30th, 1851 . 

At any rate no one apparently questioned his authority and his action un
d011btedly was considered for the best interests of the Union, and the public 
uncomplainingly gave their co-operation. 

In August of 1861 the following circular letter of instructions was sent to 
postmasters in a number of cities in the loyal states, with supplies of the new 
1861 issue of stamps : 

" Post Office Department. 

" Postmaster . . . . . . . . .  . Finance Office . . . . . .  1 8  6 1 .  

"Sir : You will receive herewith a. supply o f  postage stamps which you will ob
serve are of a new style, differing both in design and color from those hitherto used, 
and having the letters U. S. in the lower corners of each stamp, and its respective 
denomination indicated by figu res as well as letters. You will immediately give 
public notice through the newspapers and otherwise, that you are prepared to ex
change stamps of the new style for an equivalent amount of the old issue, during 
a period of six days from the date of the notice, and that the latter will not there
after be received in payment of postage on letters sent from your office. 

"You will satisfy yourself by personal inspection that stamps offered in exchange 
have not been used through the mails or otherwise ; and if in any case you have, 
good grounds for suspecting that stamps, presented to you for exchange, were sent 
from any of the disloyal states, you will not receive them without due investigation. 

"Immediately after the expiration of the above period of six days, you will 
return to the Third Assistant Postmaster General all stamps of the old style in  your 
possession, including such as you may obtain by exchange, placing them in a secure 
package, which m ust be carefully registered in the manner prescribed by Chapter 
3 9 ,  of the Regulations of this Department. 

"Be careful also to write legibly the name of your office as well as that of your 
county and state. A strict compliance with the foregoing instructions is absolutely 
necessary, that you may not fail to obtain credit for the amount of stamps returned. 
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"Instead of sending stamps to the Department you can,  if  convenient, exchange 

them for new ones at some city post office, where large supplies are to be found. 
It J:>eing impossible to supply all offices with new stamps at once, you will deliver 
letters received from Kentucky, Missouri, Ill inois,  Ohio,  Indiana, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, prepayed by stamps of the old issue ,  until September 1 0th,  those 
from other loyal states east of the Rocky Mountains until the first of October, and 
those from the states of California and Oregon and from the Territories of New 
Mexico, Utah and Washington, until the first of November, 1 8 6 1 .  

"Your Obedient Servant, 
"A. N. Zevely, 

"Third Assistant Postmaster Gen'! ." 

The above circular was printed without date, but it was dated in pen when 
forwarded to each individual office. 'J'his circular was reproduced in the Tiffany 
book, published in 1887, and repeated in the Imff book, some years later. 

Students of our early postal history are greatly indebted to Mr. Elliott 
Perry for his research work on the issue of 1861, as published in his Journal 
called, "Pat Parngraphs . " !\Ir. Perry was the first to publish many interesting 
facts regarding the demonetization of the old stamps and the issuance of the 
new. With due acknowledgment to his articles " Seventy Years Age, " I take 
the liberty of quoting freely from them. 

The demonetization of the old stamps was set forth in the following words 
of the Post Office Instructions : 

"That you are prepared to exchange stamps of the new style for an equivalent 
amount of the old issue, during a period of six days from the date of the notice, and 
that the latter will not thereafter be receivefl in payment of postage on letters sent 
from yonr office." 

A second issue of this circular extended the dates mentioned as follows : 
September 1 0th, 1 8 6 1  to November 1st,  1 8 6 1  
October 1st, 1 8 6 1  to December 1 st,  1 8 6 1  
November 1st ,  1 8 6 1  to January 1st ,  1 8 6 2  

Demonetization included not only a l l o f the postage stamps then current, 
but also the Eagle and Franklin Carrier stamps and the Three Cent, Six Cent 
and Ten Cent stamped envelopes of 1 857-61, as well as the Three Cent, Six Cent 
and Ten Cent stamped envelopes of l 853-1855. 

"The One Cent star envelope of October 1 8 6 0 ,  was not demonetized but con
tinued to be supplied to post offices as late as the quarter ending June 30, 1 8 6 3 .  
The same One Cent design was used for the first U .  S .  newspaper wrapper which was 
issued from October, 1 8 6 1 ,  until superseded by the Two Cent Black Jackson design 
on July 1 ,  1 8 6 3 . "- ( Perry ) .  

Due to a delay in supplying the new stamps, supplies of new stamped enve
lopes were sent prior to the middle of August 1861 to many post offices thruout 
the loyal states with instructions to exchange them for the old style. Some of 
the larger offices ·were supplied as early as the 8th and 9th of August 1861 . 

The first supplies of the new stamps were delivered by the National Bank 
Note Co. , New York City, to the Government Stamp Agency in that city, on 
Friday August 16th, 1861, and supplies were immediately forwarded to some 
of the larger post offices. (Perry ) .  

One of the first batches went to Baltimore and the Postmaster of that city 
advertised on Saturday Aug·ust 17th, 1 861 as follows : 

(From the "American and Commercial Advertiser, " Saturday, August 17, 
1861 ) .  

"Post Office N oticc 

"The public are hereby notified that the Postmaster at Baltimore will be pre
pared from this date to exchange Envelopes and Stamps of the new style for an 
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equivalent amount of the old iss ue, up to Thursday the 2 2 nd instant, after which 
the old issue will not be received in payment of letters mailed at this office. 

"Wm. Purnell, Postmaster, 
"Baltimore, Md." 

( The above is from Elliott Perry 's " Pat Paragraphs," December 1931 ) .  
Immediately upon receiving supplies of the new stamps, postmasters in

serted their notices in their local newspapers. Philadelphia was among· the first 
offices to receive a supply and the Postmaster inserted the following advertise
ments : 

( From the " North Ame'1 · ican and [!nded States Gazette " during the six 
days beginning Monday Augmt 19, and ending Saturday August 24, 1861 ) : 

"Post Office, P hiladelphia, 
" August 1 9 ,  1 8 6 1 .  

"Notice : -The public i s  hereby notified that the new United States Postage 
Stamps are now ready and for sale at  this office. Those having any of the old issue 
are requested to call and have them exchanged for the new one of the same denomi
nation within SIX DAYS from the date of this notice, as after this date they will not 
be recognized in payment of postage at this office. 

"The new stamps are of the denomination of One, 'l'hree, Five, Ten, Twelve, 
'l'wenty-four, Thirty and Ninety Cents. 

"C. A. Walborn, P. M."  

( The above is from Elliott Perry 's " Pat Pciragraphs"-August-September 
1931 ) .  

"Post Office, Philadelphia, 
"August 2 1 ,  1 8 6 1 .  

"In order to better accommodate the public I have the pleasure of announcing 
that, through the kindness of Mr. Michael Dunn, the office, No. 1 2  Exchange, has 
been secured, where all persons having the old United States postage stamps are 
requested to call and have them exchanged for th� new ones, during the remainder 
of this week , between the hours of 9 A. M. and 5 P.  M .  

" C .  A .  Walborn, P. M . "  

(The above is  from Elliott Perry 's " Pa.t Paragraphs "-October 1931 ) .  
The following notices are among many published by Mr. Perry and have 

been selected at random. 

Detroit, Mich. 

( From the Daily Advertiser, August 20th to 24th and 26th, 1861) : 
"Exchange Your Postage Stamps 

"A supply of the new postage stamps have been received at this office. Persons 
having the old issue on hand may exchange them for the equivalent amount of the 
new during a period of six days from this date. After that the old issue will not be 
received in payment of postage on letters sent from this office. 

"Post offices in the country which may not in the ordinary course of business be 
able immediately to obtain a supply of the new issue from the Department may for 
the space of thirty days exchange them at this office. 

"William A. Howard, 
"Post Office, Detroit, "Postmaster. 
"August 1 9 ,  1 8 6 1 . "  

(The above is from Elliott Perry 's " Pat Paragraphs "-February, 1932. ) 
Cleveland, 0. 

( The following appeared August 20th to 24th, 1861 ) : 
"New Style Postage Stamps 

"New postage stamps of the denominations of 1, 3 ,  5 ,  1 0 , 1 2 ,  24 and 3 0  cents, 
received at the Post Office which will be exchanged for an equivalent amount of the 
old issue during a period of six days from the date of this notice and the latter will 
not thereafter be received in payment of postage on letters sent from this office. 
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Every letter mailed at this office after this week, having a stamp of the old issue on 
it, will be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 

"All letters enclosed in envelopes of the old issue mailed at this office after the 
2 0th inst. will be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 

"E.  Cowles, P .  M . "  

(The above i s from Elliott Perry 's "Pat Paragraphs " January, 1932. ) 
The following advertisement appeared in the San Francisco " Dciily Evening 

B1llletin " October 9, 10, 12, 14, 1 5, and 16-1861. 
"Postal Notice 

"The Government ha:s changed the stamps and stamped envelopes used for pay
ment of postages. The old style of stamps and stamped envelopes cannot be used 
for payment of postage after the 1 5 th day of October inst. 

"Persons having the old stamps or envelopes can change the same for the new 
ones until the 1 5 th instant, upon application to the Postmaster's office, between the 
hours of 10 and 1 2 .  

" S .  H. Parker, P.  M .  
"San Francisco, October 9 ,  1 8 6 1 . "  

(The above i s from E lliott Perry 's " Pat  Paragraphs"-April, 1932. ) 

Demonetization was not carried into effect by a general order covering the 
loyal states and territories, or any of them, at a stated time. It began on August 
17th, 1861 (Baltimore) and was not completed until January 1862. It did not 
take place in certain states, or sections of specified territory but rather at indi
vidiial post offices, without regard to thei r location and it was in most cases 
effected within a week after the Postmaster received his supply of new stamps. 
lVIr. Perry stated in his article on this subject, in the ' ' Cyclopedia of United 
States Postmarks and Postal History, " Volume No. 1, " In many instances there 
was a difference of several weeks between the dates at which it became effective 
at offices only a short distance apart. For example, the old stamps were de
monetized at Camden, New Jersey, two months later than at Philadelphia, just 
across the Delaware River, and an equal period elapsed between the dates of 
demonetization at Springfield, on the east bank of the Connecticut River, and 
West Springfield, lVIass., on the western side. ·::• �· ''' Essentially the plan of 
demonetization was quite simple. \Vith the first supply of the new stamps or 
envelopes each postmaster received a circular letter of instructions from the 
Department, of which instructions two paragraphs are here to be particularly 
noted : 

First-regarding stamps and envelopes to be used on outgoing mail, and the 
exchange of new stamps and/or envelopes for those of the old issue ; 

Last-regarding the delivery to addressees of incorning mail bearing stamps 
of the old issue. 

Although these two paragraphs are related it is important that their intent 
and meaning should be kept distinct. The first paragraph of the instructions 
made each postmaster a demonetizing agent. Immediately upon receipt of the 
new stamps and/or envelope.3 he was ordered to advertise, ( a ) that they were 
on sale, (b ) that he would accept old stamps and/or envelopes in equivalent 
amounts of face value in exchange for the new issue for six days, and ( c )  that 
after the six day period had expired the old stamps and/or envelopes would 
not be valid for postage on mail sent from his office. All mail deposited at his 
office, (but not that received from other offices) ,  whether drop letters, or for loeal 
delivery, or to be sent to other offices, was included. Demonetization became 
effective therefore, not according to whether his office was in the first, second, 
or third group of states specified in the last paragraph, but according to the date 
on which his first supply of the new issue was received. \Vhen the new envelopes 
and adhesives were received simultaneously the old issues were demonetized at 
that · office simultaneously ; when, as more frequently happened, there was an 
interval of days or weeks between the first supply of each, the new stamps and 
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envelopes were advertised separately and the old stamps and envelopes were 
demonetized separately. 

'l'he last paragraph of the official instructions was not concerned with 
demonetization. By it each postmaster was ordered to deliver mail from other 
offices and bearing old stamps, as prepaid if such mail was received at his office 
not later than September 10th, October 1st, or November 1st,-which of the 
dates controlling his action being dependent upon the group of states in which 
such mail originated. Old stamps used at a mailing office where they had already 
been demonetized and which happened to pass unnoticed were not validated 
thereby, for under his instructions incoming mail bearing old stamps and origi
nating in a group of states where demonetization had been completed was to be 
treated as unpaid. Each po>itrnaster receiving from other offices mail bearing 
old stamps was ordered not to recognize them after the elates specified, even 
though they still might be valid for use on mail deposited in his own office. It 
i s dear that this paragraph of the instructions jg in accord with the original plan, 
i .e . , that distribution of the new stamps would be carried out in such a manner 
that demonetization would have been completed at all offices in the first group 
of states before September 10th, in the second group before October 1st, and in 
thr third group before November 1st. * '� '::, 

An item from a postal periodical pubfod1ed in September, 1861 is of con
siderable interest : 

"There is, we find, some con fusion in many post ottices, growing out of the re
cent change in the style of postage stamps. The instructions require that on the 
receipt of  a supply of the new stamps , they are to b e  exchanged for old ones, for one 
week , after which the old ones are not to be recognized in the prepayment of postage 
at that office. In some cases, the supply of new stamps are very soon exhausted, 
owing to exchanges with neighboring postmasters as well as individuals. In such 
cases, the question arisrn,  can letters be prepaid in money, or shall  the postmaster 
return to the sale of old stamps until a fresh supply of the new ones can be obtained ? 

"In the absence of official authority on this point, we will venture to advise 
that as a temporary necessity, the old ones be used, as the prepayment in money i s  
an absolute violation o f  law, while the requirement to cease t h e  employment of the 
former issue of stamps, after a certain time, is a regulation of the Department. 

"As the stamp contractors are fill ing the orders at as rapid a rate as possible, 
thus enabling the Department to keep up with the demand, all  these difficulties wil l  
soon be remedied. Post  offices of the smaller class should not exchange the new 
issues for the old, with other offices, but with individuals only. " 

Figure 35 A. Pmlll<lel1>h ia. 
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Figure 35 A illustrates a cover mailed at Philadelphia on August 29, 1861. 
The old stamps were valid there during the week ending Saturday August 24th. 
This letter was mailed with an old 'rhree Cent stamp on the following Thursday. 
It was handstamped " Old Stamps not recognized, ' '  and " Due 3 "  and for
warded to the addressee. A part of this same cover was illustrated in the 
Chase book. 

F igure 35 1U. Phil:ul e l p h i a .  

Figure 35 B illustrates a block of three One Cent stamps from Plate Twelve 
with this same Philadelphia marking. 

Figure 35 J illustrates a One Gent 1857, Type V from the Wm. West collec
tion. This is the only example of this handstamp that I have seen . 'l'he town 
of origin is unknown. 

A number of coYers are known showing uses of the 1857 stamps after they 
had been demonetized. Generally the notations are in ink with ' ' Due 3 ' '  or 
" Due 6 "  and frequently such covers show that no trouble was taken to cancel 
the stamp. Notations read "Old Stamp--due 3cts " or " Stamp obsolete-due 
3cts ' '  or ' ' Stamp not good for po::;tage--ilcts ' '  etc . , etc. 

Figure 35 K illustrates a mo8t unusual cover of this period that is unique 
so far as l am aware, inasmuch as it shows two �ew Orleans Five Cent Con
federate Provisional,, together with a :1c 1 857. This envelope was mailed at 
NP"· Orlcam; on ,June 17, 1 861, and addressed to Indiana. When it reached 
Louisville, Ky. , the 3c 1857 was not recognized and the envelope was marked, 
" Southn. Letter-Unpaid " and "Due 3 ". (S. W. Richey collection ) .  

Figure 35 C ill l18trates a :k stamped enYelope used from ' '  l\Iurfreesborough, 
N. C. " ,T une 28th, 1861 and addressed to Indianapolis, Ind. In the left corner 
is the Confederate " Paid 10 " ,  with no recognition giwn to the Three Cent U. S. 
envelope stamp. Vlhen this letter reached Louisville, Ky., the stamp was can
celled " Southn. Letter--Unpaid " ( Blne) a nd "Due 3 "  (Blue ) was marked. 
The receipt at Louisville was .Tuly 6th, 1861. ( Blue ) . 

Chase illustrated a similar cover in his book which had a Three Cent 1857, 
pen cancelled from Milford, Texas, May 31st, 1861 and addressed to Bloomfield, 
K:v The handstamp on th i;; cover read " Soutlm . T1etter Unpaid". 

Figure 35 D illustrates a most interesting cover. It is an envelope from 
' ' St. Francisville, I1a. ' ' , (Jun.� 8, 1861 ) addressed to Prussia, and ' ' prepaid ' '  
by the regular rate of 30c with three lOc 1857 Type V stamps. When it reached 
Louisville the lOc stamps were cancelled by the blue " Soutlm. Letter-Unpaid" 
and it was forwarded via ;\few York, to its destination as an " unpaid " letter. 
Here is one of the few cover.:; known that had an origin in the Confederate 
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F i g;nre ;{;) C. Louisy i l l e .  

States,  after po:;ta/ rela.tion 1· were se,uered ( J une 1 st ,  1861 ) ,  and which went to 
a forrign country. T h is cowr is in the collection of Mr. Stephen D.  Brown. 

[ NDEPENDEN'l' STA'l'E::l 

Regarding covers used in t h e  South ern Sta te;.; with Un ited States stamps 
a fter the different states secPde<1 from the Union . T h ese are of great interest 
1 o  me and I think it is proper to div�de them into two di fferent classes : 

F'11·st- Covers showing- usr between t h l' date a state seceded from t h e  Union 
and the date that it joined the Confederacy. During this period the 
state was not a .member o f  the Union ( in its own opinion ) and it  was 
not one of the Confcrlerate States.  Th erefore T call such conrs ' '  I nde
pendent States. ' '  

,., 

; . 
; 

F i �·urc 35 D. Louisvil le. 



THE UNITED STATES ONE CENT S'I'AMP OF 1851-1857 35 

Second-Covers showing use between the elate a state joined the Confederacy 
and June 1st, 1861, at which time postal relations were severed between 
the two sections. These I call  ' '  Confederate-U. S. Provisionals . ' '  

The following shows the period each state was an ' ' Independent 

Alabama 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Georgia 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
Sou th Carolina 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Virginia 

l\l;!� Pt:N C t:: 'I T  
JTA o t?!  a l  
l J- B � IYi A i=:-----
� -0 1 --. '?) r, c e er- Sr:cG � .$ f o q  pBs:eci  .JAN· l l  l 8 <0 1  -

Jan. 
May 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
May 
Dec. 
June 
Feb. 
Apr. 

Jo nect C . 5 , f-,· , Qr, Fe '.;,:; A l 'Z S I  

1 1 ,  1 8 6 1  Feb. 4 ,  1 8 6 1  
6 ,  1 8 6 1  May 1 8 ,  1 8 6 1  

1 0 ,  1 8 6 1  Feb. 4, 1 8 6 1  
1 8 ,  1 8 6 1  Feb. 4, 1 8 6 1  
2 6 ,  1 8 6 1  Feb. 4, 1 8 6 1  

9 ,  1 8 6 1  Feb. 4, 1 8 6 1  
2 1 , 1 8 6 1  May 2 1 ,  1 8 6 1  
2 0 ,  1 8 6 0  Feb. 4, 1 8 6 1  

8 ,  1 8 6 1  Aug. 1 5 ,  1 8 6 1  
5 ,  1 8 6 1  Mar. 6, 1 8 6 1  

1 7 ,  1 8 6 1  May 7, 1 8 6 1  

. - .J '" -� .. -�"¥· · 

Fibr-ttre :3.5 E. Inde1•e11dent State Covel'. 

State : "  

Figure 35 E ill ustrates an ' ' Independent state of Alabama ' '  with three 
copies of the One Cent 1857---Type V st amps from Plate Ten. 'rhis cover is in 
the collection of Mr. f r  f r  Shenfield. 

l\Iail passed between the Northern and Southern States during June, July 
and the greater part of August of 1861, but the great majority of it was handled 
by express companiei;. The two most prominent in this respect were the Adams 
Express Co., and a firm known as the American Letter Express Company. 

J_,ate in May of 1861 a sm;pension of all postal communication with the 
secedE'd states was ordered bv the Postmaster General of the United States. To 
put an end to conveyance of �ail by express companies, President Lincoln issued 
a proclamation on August 10th, 1 861, declaring that all communications between 
" the insurgent states or the people thereof and the loyal states is unlawful. "  
The Postmaster General followed this up with a proclamation on August 26th, 
1861 in which he authorized officers and agents of the Department, " without 
further instructions to lose no time in putting an end to written intercourse 
with t h e  so-called Confederate States by causing the arrest of any express agent 
or other persons who shall, after the promulgation of the order, receive letters 
to be carried to or from the seceded states, and to seize all such letters and for
ward them to Washington. This order stopped any open attempt of exchanging 
mail but undoubtedly it continued secretly to some extent thruout the duration 
of the war. 
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Chase illustrated a cover in bis book from the south addressed to Connecticut, 
which was carried to Louisville by The Adams Express Co., and placed in the 
U. S. mail at that city. The Louisville postmark is Aug. 1st , 1861. On the back 
of this cover was an adhesive label giving information how a letter could be 
sent south. It reads as follows : 

"The Adams Express Company 

"S. A. Jones, Agent 
"Louisville ,  Ky. 

"Will forward letters to the Confederate States when the following directions 
are observed : 

"Enclose each letter in a U. S. Goverrunent Envelope--an ordinary envelope 
with a stamp affixed will not answer. The Company will forward and deliver at 
any point where it has an office, or will mail as near as possible to the point of ad
dress, paying Confederate postage, for a fee of 25 cents. T'he rate here given is 
for letters not exceeding 1h oz. in weight; each half oz. being charged 3 cents by 
U. S. Government, and 25 cents by the Express Company."  

Figure 3 G  JI.  Plliladelpl1ia. 

A.M E R I  C AN 

LETTER EXPRESS 
CO M PANY ! 
Charlered by an Ac& of the TenlleHee LeS• I l•1ature. 

Transmits Letlers and Printed �fuller to Cl?ld from all 
Points 

North and South, 
D I R E C T I O !W  S 

LETTERS GOING NOK'IH, 

·U.e two Bnvelopu, the ituide cne wilh a.dc!rtu of 1ourcpr· 

rt1i>0ndent. The ott:.r one adJre;1 1imply to AMERICAN 
LETrER EXPR•SS CO?dPJ..NY, NMhville Tenn. 

LETTERS GOING !>OUTH, 

Directions ume u above, only d�rect outer annl< re tn A.MrR 

ICAN LKTTER EX.PRtl!S, Louisville, Ky. 1Dc1o.e ln racb 
letter of)� ouooeor uudtr JSceotain C.6.•U, U. S.. �tampi will Dot 
do. Lett.en weieblng onr }; cuuce, mLUt cont&in IO ailCili.>111:1.l 
amnunt in prnporttoo te weii;ht. 

LetteH ror Kuro11e n>uat oont=.ln addit!ooal &mouots to pre• 
pav internat;onal posfa(le. 

J'or •ingle .New:ipapere icclore Comp&DJ' '0 ceuta. 

Out aua11acmente. ar(! eucb ll1a.t tr.:: send end receive Mail1 
d&ily ty lpt'Ci I mea.secger:i. 

julr30-1tw.k1Yly J.&NE.I�S k KcGILL. 

Figure 3:; F. 
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l I:l!l.[PORTANT.J 
To the People of the Confederate States. 

THE 

Letter 
AMERICAN 

Express Co. 
(ChH.rlt:l·cJ hy an net. or tho Tc1111cs.�t:e l..egltd:.\tnre1) 

'frnnamits Letters 11.nd Printed Mutter to And from 
nil points North nnd South. 

D I R E C T I O N S : 
(LETTERS GOING NORTH ) 

l•'ncloec u1itl dirtct cnch leU.el· to your conuci,oudcul :is 
ust;nl ; put tlmt letter in :mother e11velop1·1 11.ud direct on 
1hi11 011h1ldo 1·uvelope to 

American Letter Express t:o, 
NASHVILLE, TENN, 

Jo:nclositlft 15 Cl:UIB In money ; thia prcpayli an expense• tL\ 
ii,; dc.:sliualion. 

!fbc rulce 111.:re give> • Mre for lclltrH not exceeding h:M
ounce in wei�ht : doublo1 tr�b�, &c. leltcrs mn�L have an 
ndtlitionnl 11mouut cuclUBC'd u1 pro['lorlion to weight. 

Do 11ot nso u. S. tslomps or t>tnmped e11velopCR - tl1cy 
nrc •alneh:ss w11cu coming from thu Confcder:.\tu St.ates. 

PRISTIID MATn:R. 

For single 11ewspapen:1 enclrn;c lhc Comp:my 10 ccnh•. 
Letter11 for };uropc must hnve nu addilioual t'mount en· 

closed, to em�ble llle CoU1p:.my to prepay tho intenmlioual 
postage. 

N. B. AU lcttet'S nccompa11icd wit.h un iuaufficlcnt a
mount to prcp11y to tl1cir dcstiuutiou ure li14Lle to Le �:nl 
to the de:id-lct, !!l' offi�:! 

Figure :n G. 

l I:l!l.[FQRTANT.I 
1'o the People of the United States. 

THE 
Letter 

AM ERICAN 
Express Co. 

Transmits Letters and Printed Matter to and froru all 
poiuts North ond South, with the know1cdge 

und appl'obntion of the Postmaster General 

D I R E C T I O N S : 
(LLTnrns G O J � G  SOUTH.) 

E11closc a:id d irect e:..cb Idler to your <:ont:i;pu1 1dc11L 1 1 1  

a U. S. /Stamped cnvcl(Jpe, (a tt.lmp or stcrn111s stuck 0 1 1  n 
1·mnmu11 cuvclove will not do,) put tliat 1�uer in anullu:r 
c!1Ve�upu1 a:.J dir(;Ct 011 lLis OUl!lidc euve\ope to 

! American Letter Expre:;s Co.11 l L O U I S V I L L E ,  K Y. 
l�m:lo�i l1['.' in tLc <.·ut-side envelope wheu the letter is to t-:°'' 
to ui{f.:11'��·116-0i�i �:1;f1-��1�1�1;��;\S��:1�:. Ti..:!1u1 15 els. 

Over 500 t. " '' �U c�. 
He particular :i.bout dist.rnccs, :md makt: the euclosun.: tf1 

:��l�;�w1��p�:1��1:�j�,t!t�:?iJi��lii���Qt all$1L'Cr, 'fliis wi:I 
Th� rnt•;s hero g:ven arc fo1· letters uot exece<liu'=' b<oJf. 

olllit.:e in wcigh l :  duu\Jlc, trcU!c, &c. lette111 must Uavl: a11 

a<ldilluual <lmouut. cuclused iu propo1'liu11 to Wt:ii;Lt. 

l'IUNTEU MATTEI(. 
l•'ur t:1iuglo uewspu.pcr� cuclo&c the l:omp:1uy liJ i..:ci"it:s. 
N. ll. All !cllers u.ccornt1auie<l wiLI; �11 1!1s1!tll1.."it11t  <'· 

•1t lo prepay to lLcir Jcstiuation arc li;iUk to Le ii:i:ut 
dead-letter u.ffi.cc. 

Fig1n·e 3:.i H. 

The American Letter E xpre:,;s Company \ms operated by ' '  J enkim; & 
McGill, " and had offices at Louisville and NashYille. Vnien a letter was for
warded to a northern point a wh ite circular was enclosed ( see Figure 35 H )  
with instructions how to send a l etter south .  Brown circulars contained instruc
tions for forwarding a letter from the south to the north ( see Figure 35 G ) .  

Advertisements of this Company were inserted i n  southern newspapers as 
late a s  the end of July and early in A ugnst of 1861. See Figure 35 F. 

These three circulars are from " Stamp and Co,ver Collecting, ' '  Jan . 1 936.  

THE REMAINDEHS OF 'l'HE 1 857-60 I SSUE 

On page 83 of the Luff book is  the following : 

"However, at a period long subsequent to 1 8 6 1 ,  there were in the Post Office 
Department a large quantity of the stamps of the 1 8 5 7 - 6 0  issue. It is understood 
that the majority of these had been found in southern post offices, after the war, 
and returned to Washington. We know that one prominent dealer acquired 2000  
complete sets by  indirect purchase. Another well known dealer was presented :with 
1 8 0 0  sets, in return for his assistance in arranging the Government collection of 
stamps. All of these sets were in full sheets." 

The following are extracts from a Proclamation issued by John H. Reagan, 
Postmaster General of the Confederate States, dated May 13th, 1861 : 

"Now, therefore, I, John H. Reagan, Postmaster General of the Confederate 
States of America, do issue this proclamation, notifying all postmasters, contractors, 
and special route agents, in the service of the Post Office Department, and engaged 
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Fig·u1·e :-l:l J. "Old Stn1n1>s 1\"ot Recognized." 

in the transportation and delivery of mails, or otherwise in any manner connected 
with the service, within the limits of the Confederate States of America, that on and 
after the first day of June, next, I shall assu me the entire control and direction of 
the Postal Service therein. And I hereby direct all postmasters, route agents and 
special agents, within these states,  and acting under the authority and direction 
of the Postmaster General of the United States, to continue in  the discharge of 
their respective duties, * * '' And all postmasters are required to render to 
the Post Office Department at Washington. D .  C., their final accounts and vouchers 
for postal receipts and expenditu res up to the 3 1 st of this month, taking care to 
forward with said accounts all postage stamps and stamped envelopes remaining on 
hand, belonging to the Post Office Department of the United States, in order that 
they may receive the proper credits therefor, in the adj ustments of their accounts ; 
and they are further required to keep in their possession ,  to meet the orders of 
the Postmaster General of the United States, for the payment of mail service within 
the Confederate States, all revenue which sha11 have accrued from the postal service 
to the said first day of June next. * * * Until a postal treaty sha11 be made with 
the Government of the United States for the exchange of mails between that Gov
ernment and the Government of the Confederacy, postmasters will not be authorized 
to collect United States postage on mail matter sent to or received from those States, 
and until postage stamps and stamped envelopes are procured for the payment of 
postage within the Confederate States, all postage must be paid in money, under 
the provision of the first section of the Act of March 1, 1 8 6 1 . "  

( The above is from Diet� 's book on the stamps of the Confederate States ) .  
Extracts from the Report of the U. S. Postmaster General, dated December 

2, 1 861 : 
"It was not deemed advisable to fill orders from postmasters in states which 

claimed to have 'seceded' without first ascertaining their disposition to hold them
selves personally responsible for such amounts as might be sent them. With this 
view, a circular was prepared, about twelve hundred copies of which were addressed 
to different postmasters upon receipt of their orders. Nine h undred replies were 
received, a11 but twenty of which avowed the personal responsibility of the writers 
for all revenues accru ing at their respective offices, and their regret at the action 
of their state authorities. Stamps we1·e accordingly sent them until June 1 ,  when 
it appeared that the Postal Se·rvice could no longer be safely continued. The bal
ance of stamps and stamped envelopes remain ing unaccounted for in the hands of 
postmasters in disloyal states on the 1 st of October amounted to $ 2 0 7 , 0 0 0 ,  without 
reference to commissions and a11owances which may be placed to their credit in the 
future settlement of their accounts.  * * * The whole number of post offices in  
operation in  the United States on the 1 st day of December 1 8 6 1 ,  excluding those 
discontinued by special order, and including those suspended by the general orders 
of May and June last, was 2 8 , 6 2 0 .  � * * The number of post offices i n  opera-
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Figure a.;; K. "S outlnt. J , e'tte•· Unp:lid"-J,ouii�n, i l J e .  

tion during the year was 2 8 , 5 8 6  ··· '' the number of post offices in disloyal 
states which have made no returns for the third quarter of 1 8 6 1  is 8 , 5 3 5 . In the 
state of V irginia 1 6 7  offices continue to send in their qu arterly accounts regularly. 
* * * Statement of receipts and expenditures of the disloyal states, July 1, 1 8 6 0  
t o  May 3 1 ,  1 8  6 1  : 

No. 

Total expenditures 
Gross Receipts . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 3 , 6 9 9 , 1 5 0 . 4 7  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , 2 4 1 , 2 2 0 . 0 5  

Excess o f  expenditures over receipts . . . . . . . .  $ 2 , 4 5 7 , 9 3 0 . 4 2 "  

(The aboYe i s from Elliott Perry 's " Pat  Paragraphs" January 1934-
17 ) .  
The following appeared in " ST Al\'IPS " some months ago : 

"Tl10se 1 857-60 Blocks 

"In a recent issue of STAMPS there was an article referring to the issues of 
1 8 5 7 -1 8 6 0  U. S. stamps which was substantially correct, but lacked some essential 
details, Ferdinand Trifet, the Boston dealer, went to Washington and there made 
up for the Post Office Department the collection shown by the P. 0. Dept. at Phila
delphia in 1 8 7 6 ,  contributing many items from his own stock. At Washington h e  
was given the freedom o f  the vaults o f  the P.  0.  Dept. and i n  consideration o f  his 
work ne was given large quantities of the stamps then obsolete remaining in the 
department. 

"The writer, who was doing a small business under the name of the Salem 
Stamp Agency, purchased on several occasions blocks of each value 1 to 9 0c. I 
would buy in blocks of ten and continued to do so for some years. The price at 
first,  if I remember correctly, was $ 5  for blocks of ten of the entire set. 

"Mr. Trifet at that time made no secret of their source. Wm. C .  Stone in con
versation at the Washington Convention, corroborated the above. In addition to 
the perforate stamps spoken of above Mr. Trifet also had sheets of the 24c imperf. 
and of the 3 Oc  black. Francis C .  Foster, an old time coll ector of Cambridge, Mass. ,  
showed the writer a 2 4c imperf. purchased from Trifet for 59 cents and told m e  
that Trifet had urged h i m  t o  buy a sheet of 1 0 0  for $ 5 0 .  

"He also showed the writer a 3 0c black but the writer cannot a t  this time 
swear as to whether the stam p was perf . or imperf. although it is probable that 
Trifet had both. 

-Albert W. Batchelder." 
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In closing this chapter I cannot refrain from calling attention to a para
graph in the Government publication published in ,June 1937, entitled,  

' ' A  Description of United States Postage Stamps 
Issued by the Post Office Department 

From July 1, 184 7 to December 31, 1936, ' '  

?n p�ge 4 of which we find the rather amazing statement, o f which the bold face 
is mine. 

"Stamps of 1 847 and 1 851 Demonetized. 

"These stamps are now obsolete and worthless for postage. A reasonable time 
after hostilities began in 1 8 6 1  was given for the return to the Department of all 
these stamps in the hands of postmasters and as eal'!y as 1 863 the Department issued 
an order declining to longer redeem t hem, the Confederate States having adopted 
their use, and so far as the�· could be reached in the hands of postmasters within 
the teITitory of those states, they were confiscated to the use of the Confederate 
postal authorities." 

All of which is news to me, and this statement must be a great source of 
mortification to  my good friend August Dietz, the author of our most authori
tative book on the stamps and postal history of the Confederacy. Friend Dietz 
makes no mention in his book that U. S. stamps of the " 1847 and 1851 issue" 
were confiscated for the use of the postal service of the Confederacy. The year 
' '  1863 ' '  may be a typographical error, and may have been intended as ' '  1861, ' '  
but the balance of the statement is positively ridiculous. 



Chapte,r XXXVI. 

THE U. S. POST OFFICE 1851-1860. 

By MANNEL HAHN 

( Written especially for this book. ) 

TH E  first period of large-scale expansion of the United States Post Office 
Department was probably the decade 1851-1860. It was in this period 
that rates fell from where they were a hindrance to free communication 

to sums comparable to today 's : The continent was spanned by several postal 
links : Stamps increased in usag:e and finally became required ; The registry sys
tem wm; instituted and mails receded from an event to a commonplace in life. 

On October 24, 1851, the Post Office Department issued a document entitled 
"Regulations Concerning Postage Stamps ", which contained the germ of many 
present practises and which would be of interest in its entirety, but, as the main 
particulars are repeated in the P. L. & R. of 1852, shown elsewhere in this book, 
wc will not quote in extenso. 

The results of t hese regulations are in our albums. " Bl ack Prmters ' Ink " 
is the specified color for can·�elling stamps, furnished to larger offices-with 
small result, as our albnms show. The origin of the inked manuscript crosses is 
also indicated. The pre1-;ent-day method of :figuring remuneration of the post
master of a fourth-class p. o. ,;terns from thi;; early direction--which is simply 
a continuation of previous custom. 

A more interesting item is the clear indication that under-payment of post
age will be charged with postage due at the unpaid rate for only the amount 
that is lacking. This is in contradiction to the system in foreign mails, where 
partial payment counted for nothing : It was all or nothing. Clarifying of the 
position of stamps is the regulation that ' '  a postmaster may not refuse to mail
a letter as prepaid because the stamp was not purchased at his office. " 

The Act of Congress of March 3, 1855 ( 10 U. S. Stat. 641 ) ,  effective April 
1, of the same year, required prepayment of postage on first-class mail ( as we 
now know it) . It clung to the archaic method of rating letters as " single, double, 
treble or quadruple ", but also continued the definition, established in 1845, of a 
single letter as one-half ounce avoirdupois and the others in proportion. 

The same act authorized the Postmaster General, for the greater security 
of registered letters, to establish a uniform system for their registration at a 
fee of five cents in addition to postage. 

The Act further permitted the Postmaster General to require, on and after 
January 1, 1856, prepayment by means of postage stamps. In enforcing this, 
the sender was permitted to pay in money, the postmaster being charged with 
affixing proper stamps-much as is often done with parcels post today. Every 
effort was made to enforce affixing of prepayment of letters deposited without 
payment, without resorting to absolute refusal to handle the letters. Notices 
were sent to senders, where known, or to addressees in other cases and a reason
able time allowed for sending postage. In 1860, the practise of avoiding this 
expense by sending unpaid letters directly to the Dead Letter Office was insti
tuted, as an economy. Then the Civil Vv ar intervened, with its shortage of 
supplies and the regulation permitting Soldiers ' Letters to be forwarded postage 
due, so the universal use of stamps was retarded until after the period we are 
discussing. 
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REGISTRY 

The registry of letters was established in 1855, shortly after July 1, and 
the registrations in the fiscal year July 1 ,  1855-,June 30, J 856 produced a revenue 
of $31 ,466.50. The following fi"lcal year increased usage to $35,876.87 of revenue, 
but this was the peak. Registrat ion merely meant marking the letters with a 
sign or symbol that flagged them as valuable-and then the letter was treated 
as ord inary mail, with no ir nlemnity for loss ! Small wonder that the payment 
of five cents fee merely signalizing " good pickings " caused the population to 
distrust the system ! Earnings fell off in succeeding years-

Year ending June 3 0 ,  1 8 5 8  $ 2 8 , 1 4 5 . 1 6  
" 1 8 5 9  2 5 , 0 5 2 . 9 5  
" 1 8 6 0  2 5 , 0 3 8 . 7 0  

and the Postmaster General asked Congn�ss t o do something about it. He 
pointed out that the fall from the first year to  1860 was 30 .2% , while general 
correspondence and revenue increw:ed 15. 5 ';; : an adjusted loss of 50%. 

N ATHAN Ii.ELSEY HALI,, 

Postmaster General of the United States, July 18"0 to August 1852·, 

P ACJFIC MAILS 

The most important developments in this period were the Pacific Mails. 
Until 1859, the ocean mails, via Panama, were classed as foreign mails ; although 
the route was declared a ' ' Post Route ' ' : we will consider them as part of the 
domestic ones, however. 

The first contract for the Panama-Pacific Mail was in three parts-with the 
U. S. Mail Steamship Company for the transport from New York and New 
Orleans to Aspinwall (now Colon ) Panama ; with the Panama Railroad Company 
foJ· the transit of the Isthmus and with the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. for the 
Panama, San Francisco and Astoria, Oregon trips. The first contract with the 
latter company was with the Navy Department, although for carrying the mail, 
and expired October 1 ,  1858. It was renewed for one year by the P. lVI. G., 
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so as to extend through the life of the eastern contract and, when it again expired 
on September 30, 1859, was renewed for another nine months and then the 
entire project passed into othe.c hands. 

In 1857, the famous Southern Route Overland was established : It began 
operations on the 15th of September 1858, from St. Louis and Memphis to con
verge at Fort Smith, thence to El Paso and .F'ort Yuma, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. The first Eastbound began at San Francisco at midnight on Sep
tember 14, 1858. 

In 1858, the Independence-Placerville route through Utah was started. Also, 
a line from New Orleans to 'l'ehuantepec by ocean steamer, thence half-way 
across the isthmus by river steamer and thence by coach to Acapulco, Mexico, 
where it connected with the regular stops-for provisions-of the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company. 

Another line, from San Antonio, Texas, to San Diego, California, was 
started in the same year. 

All of these lines were under contract not only as to time of transit and 
number of trips, but also as to equipment. 'l'his was true of all domestic routes 
at the time. 

Aaron V. Brown, Postmaster General, died in March , 1859 and was suc
ceeded by J. Holt, who thoroughly disagreed with his predecessor on every 
th ing possible. In his report of December 1859, Holt criticizes all of these con
tracts and furnishes the following figures : 

The Tehuantepec Route eost $250,000 per anmirn and produced revenue of 
$5,276.68. 

· The San Antonio-San Diego Route cost $196,000 pe1· a n niim and produced 
$601 . 

The Great Overland Route ( 'rhe El Paso-San Francisco line starting at 
Mt>mphis and St. Louis) cost $600,000 per a n nitrn and produced $27,229.84. 

The Independence-Placerville Route cost $320,000 per a.nnitm and produced 
but $5,412.03. 

The Neosho (Kansas ) -Stoekton l\fail never functioned, but cost $79,999 
per a.nnnm and produced $1 ,255 on the section from Kansas City to Albuquerque. 
Only one letter went through from Kansas City to Stockton in the year it was 
in operation and two letters and twent;)'-six newspapers came through from 
Stockton to Kansas ! 

The Panama Route cost $738,250 per annmn and produced $299,972.69. 
Holt was enthused with his retrenchments in service, and the promise to 

remove the Panama Route to Nicaragua, with a subsequent saving of the tolls 
of the Panama Railroad. He had, meanwhile, changed the terms of contracts 
to permit the ust> of any conveyance the contractors pleased, so long as they 
conveyed the mail with " due celerity, certainty and security ". From his pride 
in using this phrase, Congressmen probably gathered that Holt invented it
but it had been used a decade previously, as had his pet name for them-' ' Star 
Routes ". This designation came from the use of an asterisk to mark them in 
the records. The same name persists in the P . 0. Department today for routes 
other than railroad, airplane, etc., where trucks or horses are used. 

Congress, in 1859, began limiting payments for ocean carriage, including the 
Panama Route, to the postages, inland and abroad-which threw additional 
carriage to the Great Overland Route. In 1860, the Atlantic-Pacific mails were 
carried bv : 

'I'he ·Great Overland Route : St. J1ouis and Memphis to San Francisco via 
El Paso, semi-weekly. 

St . •  Joseph ( Independence) to Placerville, Cal., semi-monthly. 
New Orleans, via San Antonio, to San Francisco, weekly. 
New York and New Orleans to San Francisco and Astoria, Ore. , via Panama, 

semi-monthly. (Thrice monthly after July 1, 1860. ) 
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DmrnsTrc MAILS 

The number of post office::; increast>d rapidly up to 1858 : from that time 
onward the increase was slowL·r and in 1860 there was actually a slight decrease. 
Between 1847 and 1857, there ·were 11 ,444 post offices established in excess of 
those discontinued. The excess established in 1858 was 1,391 : in 1859 it was 
562, and in 1860 the decrea><e "·as 41. The total on .June 30, 1860 was 28,498 
po>;t offices. Part of the sudden drop was probably attributable to the activities 
of the new P. lVI. G., J. Holt, who \ra s  zealous-possibly overzealous-in a policy 
of retrenchment. It \Ya s he who institutell the policy of sending all unstamped 
letters (hence unpa id) to the Dead Letter Office to save the expense of notifying 
addressees. 

Holt was also an open enemy of free franking, which he estimated cost 
the po:st office $1 ,800,000 that it would otherwise receive and who led a fight 
that resulted, th irteen years la ter, in the issuing of the Departmental stamps. 

Mails were transport eel by four methods : Railroad, Steamboat, Coach, and 
" Inferior Methods ". 

SA!\IUBL DICl'°"IN SON HUUUARD, 

Postmaster General of the United States, August 1S52 to Marcil 1853. 

'fhe Great Cairo-New Orl eans Ifoute was steamboat. It was instituted in 
1856, but it met many difficulties, mo5t of which were adjudged to be ' ' Act� of God " and the contractors forgiven accordingly. Holt had little use for the line, 
which was a pet of Brown 's, and looked forward to the day when t�e Illinois 
Central might completely supplant it. None the less, there were, rn 1859-

3 , 2 5 7  miles of Steamboat service conveying mails 7 0 5 , 9 1 8  miles annually. 
4 , 2 3 0  miles of Railroad service conveying mails 3 , 8 3 0 , 6 0 7  miles annually. 
3 , 0 1 0  miles of Coach service conveying mails 1 , 2 2 4 . 5 3 6  miles annually. 

2 9 , 1 2 0  m iles of Inferior Modes conveying mails 5 , 2 3 2 , 9 3 4  miles annually. 

Under Holt, the latter two were I um pell in ' ' Star Routes ' '  for 1860, with a 
report showing, as of June ilO, 1860 -

3 4 7  m iles of Steamboats with a total of 1 7 4 , 4 0 8  miles annually. 
6 , 4 7 3  " Railroads " " " 6 , 5 6 9 , 6 2 7  " " 

2 4 , 9 9 9  " Star Routes " 7 , 0 5 7 , 8 6 6  
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EXPRESS MAILS 

Ignoring the early express agents, appointed in the '40s to compete with 
private expresses, the report of A. V. Brown for 1857 explains the new duties of 
" Express Agents ". In 1858-4, the beginnings of accounting for pouches and 
keeping track of the movement of mails was started. Brown extended this, ex
plaining that while the contracts with the railroad:,; required the baggage-masters 
to deliver pouches, these men considered baggage more important and ' ' could not 
be induced to account for pouches ". Therefore, in 1856, he began the practise 
of appointed agents on the express mail trains, known as " express agents " who 
followed the through mails from beginning to destination, keeping account of all 
pouches, receipting for thm;e received and taking receipts for those delivered. 
In case of delay, the agent was 1o go forward by earliest means, in no case later 
than the passenger:::;, and mu�t report all circumstances to the postmaster at 
destination, that the facts might be published and the true causes of delay 
made known to the public. 

The following year, he thought enough of the experiment to enthusiastically 
call attentio.n to the result obtained. Agents were accompanying mails from 
New York to Cincinnati and Cleveland ; from Cincinnati to St. Louis, from 
Baltimore and Philadelphia to Cincinnati. 

One of the first acts of Brown 's successor was to smother this service 
instanter. He claimed that it made no perceptible difference in the safety and 
speed of delivery and saved $19,200 a year. The early part of 1859, therefore, 
saw the end of this service. 

The Great Through Routes--the eastern ones--wcre the New York-New Or
leans and New Orleans to Chicago, St. I.Jouis and Cincinnati. The former was 
composed of thirteen mail sections : in 1851, the mails went by railroad to Rich
mond, thence by rail and coach relays over variom; sections to Stockton, Alabama. 
At Stockton, it went on board the river steamer for Mobile : at Mobile it trans
ferred to a Gulf steamboat for New Orleans. The mail from Chicago to New 
Orleans went by coach and rnil to St. T1ouis or Cairo, thence by steamer to 
New Orleans. 

In 1858, the yellow fever put a stop to quick transport, because men feared 
to travel by night through afflicted areas ! By that time, the rail connection 
between New York and ::\few Orleans had been completed. There was an im
provement in the rail situation northward-hut it was not complete. Cars went 
to Jackson, Mississippi from New Orleans, thence coach to the river and boat 
northward to Cairo. From Cairo, the Illinois Central carried mails north to 
Ch icago, 12 times a 'wek. Jn 1860, there was small increase in this direct line. 

FOREIGN lVIAILS 

This decade marked the most important period in the .F'oreign 1\Iail develop
ment between the establishment of the British mails ( 1840-48) and the formation 
of the Universal Postal Union ( 187:'i l .  'l'he first of this period was entered with 
one principle firmly established · that the general commerce of the nation should 
be advanced under subsidies to modes of transportation under the guise of 
payments for postal carriage. · Founded by the British in 1840, this principle 
was soon accepted in America and even .T. Holt, the penurious, was oblig·ed to 
recognize it : although he protested against the Postal Service bearing the burden, 
which he stated, should better e:ome .from the Public Treasury. Today, we find 
J. A. Farley taking a similar stand. 

At the opening of the periofl, only one treaty was in force for direct foreign 
mails, and that was with Grr0at Britain , although Prussian closed mails went 
through Britain. The only TT. S. packets, as such, were the " Collins" line to 
Liverpool which operated under a contract with the Navy Department, although 
this was for the carriage of mailR. 
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In 1851, the Havre and Bremen packets-foreign-owned and domestic both 
. -started, followed shortly by the Hamburg packets. These were followed by 
the important treaty with Franc<", in 1857, which endured through the Civil War 
until the Franco-Prus»ian War. 

That same year marked the announcement of the principle that ' ' the mails 
must pay their own way ' '  and a law l imiting the payment for the mails to 
actual postages collected was pa�sed a year or so later. This law helped defeat 
the purpose of the original subs.dies, and the American lines, competing with 
foreign-subsidized lines, disintegrated. 

To the U. S . ,  the French compact gave mail service with practically all 
qnarters of the globe not previously reached through Britain and the two agree
mf'nts made with German Hansa towns (Bremen and Hamburg ) . The year 
1860 saw an agreement for simple closed-mail regulations with Belgium, which 
closed the period with a foreign mail service built up for most of the globe. 
Foreign rates with important countries, in 1860 (the close of this period) were 
(per half-ounce ) : 

JAiUES CAiUPDELL, 

Postinaster Ge11e1·:11 of the Uni1:etl States, l\In reh 1853 to March 1857. 

To any country by private ship-5c which paid carriage to "on board" ship
other charges to be collected on receipt 

To Great Britain : U. S. post« ge 5c 
Ocean " 1 6c 
British " 3 c  2 4 c  

T o  Germany : b y  direct steamer 1 5 c  ( 2 5 c  t o  some parts ) 

To France :  1 5 c  per quarter ounce, divided : U. S. Postage 3c 

To Belgium : 2 7c 

To Austria and Italy : 1 5 c to 2 5 c  

T o  the Far East : 4 5 c  

T o  South America : 3 0c t o  5 0c 

Ocean " 9 c  
French 3c 

Direct Services ( over the economical protest of J.  Holt) were in force to Havana, 
Vera Cruz and the West Ind ies. 
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SmP LET'rERS 

" Ship Letters" are those landed from Private ( i.e. , not under contract to 
carry mail ) ships at their port of entry. Under the Act of Congress of lVIarch 
3, 1825 ( 5 U. S. Stat. 733, 737 ) it was provided that Ship IJetters, when delivered 
in the post office of entry should be charged 6c each : if necessary to forward 
to another post office, then the regular fee for such tram;it, plus two cents. 

This provision of the early law remained unchanged throughout the period 
1851-60 : towards the end it produced some anomalous conditions. 

lVIost ship letters arrived " collect ", therefore under the Act of ]\larch 3, 
1851, Ship L•etters were rated 6c (usually with an explanatory SHIP on the 
cover) ,  if addressed to the port of entry, and with a SHIP 7 if going beyond 
but within 3000 miles of that post office. If beyond 3000 miles from the port 
of entry, they would be rated 12 cents due-SHIP 12 was the common marking. 

E. A. Wiltsee has produced a cover that makes another set of markings, 
perfectly legal and proper under the law, not only possible, but actually extant. 
If the ship-master (by arrangement or out of the goodness of his heart) or any 
other agent cared to prepay the postage when depositing the letter or letters, 
the ship rates might be SHIP 5, if other than the port and within 3000 miles 
thereof and SHIP 8 if beyond that radius. lJetters for the port itself would 
remain at 6c, however. 

The Act of March 3, 1855 made certain changes, which produced a continua
tion of this anomaly ; letters for the port, collect or prepaid, were still SHIP 6, 
letters for any post office within a radius of 3000 miles of the port were SHIP 5, 
and beyond that radius, SHIP 12. Thus, a fottcr landed in New York for 
delivery in New York cost 6c, but if addressed to Brooklyn, Buffalo, St. IJouis 
or Denver, it cost only 5c ! This wai-; not corrected until after the close of the 
period we are discussing» 

SUMMARY 

The period 1851-60 saw an unrestricted development of the Postal Service, 
whi ch was to be halted by the Civil War. Transcontinental service by land was 
instituted : rails replaced steamboats in many parts ; the foundations of the 
foreign service were laid and cemented. 

Prepayment of all (save foreign ) mails and the use of stamps therefore 
became compulsory. Carrier service was extended greatly. Congress was urged 
to establish the money-order system. An incomplete registry system was in
stalled and languished. Expre�s Agents-the forerunners of the Railway l\fail 
Clerks-were instituted and withdrawn. Postage rates tumbled from 5 to 40 
cents down to 3 to 10 cents, dependent on distance traversed. Post office sites 
in New York and Philadelphia were secured, and plans for post office buildings 
were being drawn. The Courts had 8ustained a demurrer to the Postmaster 
General 's attempt to put privatP carriers out of business and Congress vYas at 
work on a law to strengthen that gentleman '8 position. The accidental Pl\IG
J. Holt-was able to report a series of retrenchments : in spite of which the 
post office was functioning well, but within limits that promised less expansion 
in the coming period. And, meanwhile, cloud" gathered over the U. S. A. 



Chapter XXXVII. 

DOMESTIC RATES OF POSTAGE. 

In the study of the first One Cent stamp we find that its principal uses 
were confined to the following classes of mail : 

( A )  First Class Domestic Letters 
( B )  Drop Letters 
( C )  Printed Circulars 

The Act of March 3, 1851, went into effect on July 1, 1851, and the principal 
rates of postage were reduced as follows : 

From 
Single Domestic Rate not exceeding 3 0 0  miles . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5c  

To 

" " over 3 0 0  miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l Oc 

Single Domestic Rate not over 3 0 0 0  miles 
when prepaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3c 
unpaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5c 

Single Domestic Rate over 3 0 0 0  miles 
when }Jrepaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6c 
unpaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l Oc 

DROP LE'f'rERS 

This term appiied to local delivery letters, that is a letter " dropped" 
m any local post office, not for transmission by mail, but for delivery only, 
meaning no delivery to a street address. The letter was deliverable to the 
addressee at the office of mail ing. Such mail could be sent sealed. 

From 
Single rate . . . . . . . . . . . .  2c 

To 
Single rate . . . . . . . . . . . .  le 
( Prepayment optiona l )  

PRINTED CIRCULARS 

From 
Unsealed-Any distance-''T'o be paid in advance when the circu
lars are deposited in the office."-"When sealed to be rated as 
letters, and when rated as letters prepayment is not required."
"To be charged with letter postage if containing any writing what-
ever" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 c  

To 
Unsealed. When sent not over 5 0 0  m iles-and weighing one 
ounce or less-
Prepaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  le 
Unpaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2c  

Same for cli,;tanct>,; ovn 500 miles and not over 1 500 .miles. 
Prepaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2c 
Unpaid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4c  
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REGARDING THE USES 01" THE ONE CENT STAMPS 
First Class Domestic Mail. We frequently find the 3c rate prepaid by hori

zontal and vertical strips of three, or irregular blocks of three. Six One Cent 
stamps were frequently used to pay the rate to California. 

Drop Letters. A single One Cent stamp to pay this rate. 
Printed Circulars. The Act of March :1, 1851 provided a rate of le on 

printed circulars which were :,.:ent not over 500 miles and a rate of 2c, from 500 
to 1500 miles. This rate was changed by the Act of August 30, 1852, effective 
October 1, 1852, to le for the first three ounces or less. Thus this 2c circular 
rate for distances above 500 miles required pairs of the One Cent stamp. 

' ' POSTAL LAWS & REGULATIONS ' '  

The greatest aid to the student o f early postal rates and uses, are the 
various editions of the Government publications entitled : " Laws and Regula
tions for the Government of the Post Office Department. " 

During the period with which we are concerned the following editions were 
issued by the Postma-;ter Generals, 1847, 1852, 1855, 1857 and 1859. Copies of 
these books are scarce and difficult to purchase so I am reproducing in this 
chapter full pages from the 1852 Edition. (April 3, 1 852 ) .  

Figures 3 7  A t o  37 D are pages 20, 21, 22 and 28 from the section ' ' Regula
tions " of this book. 

Figure 37 A contains a table of Domestic Rates for the instruction of post
mastern on first class mail, and also on letters to and from the British North 
American Provinces. 

Figure 37 B contains some explanatory notes regarding these rates. Atten
tion is directed to the following : " But a prepayment of anything less than the 
full rate is not to be  regarded. "  Also note the paragraph, " The six pence ( 6d) 
and shilling marks of pre-payment in the British North American Provinces 
will be recognized. Also note the Directions, regarding Single letters or Single 
mte, Drop Letters etc. Sections 103, 104 and 105 are worth reading carefully. 

Before considering Chapter 15 of the ' ' Regulations, ' '  I wish to call atten
tion to some very important facts. Collecting ' ' cancellations ' '  is quite an inter
esting branch of Philately. The more advanced stage is the collecting of " can
cellations " on the original covers. It has been my experience however that only 
a few collectors who specialize in this branch, have very much knowledge of 'Why 
many such "markings " (which is the proper word) were used. For example, 
take a letter sent from this country to a foreign country in the Fifties. Snch 
items show a variety of postal markings, the majority of which are meaningless 
to many specialists in " Foreign Rate " covers, regardless of whether the covers 
were prepaid by stamps or are stampleRs items. There was actually a meaning 
to each and every marking, in other words they were not placed on covers just 
to decorate them or to make them look pretty by using different colored inks. 

Regarding domestic covers. In the :B'ifties a great deal of mail matter was 
carried ' ' out of the mail, ' '  until it reached a post office where it could be ' ' placed 
in the mail. ' '  It was the general custom for the office receiving such mail to 
mark on the letters the mode of the origin of such mail. 

By ' ' out of the mail, ' '  refers to mail carried by any mode of conveyance 
which had no Government contract to transport the mail. Thus a " Private 
Ship ' '  could bring a letter to a port, and the letter was then deposited in the 
post office of that port. It was required by law, that letters received in this 
way be marked ' ' Ship ' '  by the receiving post office. Many collectors confuse 
such markings and call many in this class ' '  Houte markings. ' '  To prove this 
assertion all one has to do is to read many of our outstanding works of the 
past explaining ' ' cancellations. ' '  

We find covers postmarked "Boston " with a " Ship " marking, addressed 
to New York. The " Ship " does not mean the letter o6ginated in " BoRton" 
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SEc. 100. All letters and packets recei ve<l fo1 distribution, are 
to be distributed and remaile<l before the depar ire of the next 
mail, if practicable. 

CHAPTER 13. 

Time allowed for closing mails at Di1.tributing Offices. 

SEc. 101. The great mails are to be closed at all distributing 
offices not more than one hour before the time fixed for their 
<lep:?.rture ; and all other mails at those offices, an<l all mails at all 

other offices, not more t.han half an hour before that time, unless 

the departure is between 9 o'clock, P. 1\1.; and 5, A. M,., in which 
case the mail is to be closed at 9, P. M.-Act of 1 825, sec. 1 1 .  

C HAPTER 14. 

POSTAGE ON LETTERS. 
SEc. 1 02. Rates of Letter Postage between offices in the United 

States, nnd to and from Canada and the other British North .11.me
rican Provinces. 

DIREC"fJONS. WHEN PREPAID. 

For every single letter in mnnu. 
.. - •>N � 
., .. ...... .. "d ., ... ., 

script, or haper of any k ind = ... ., .. " 0 ... 0 
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., .n 
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Figure 37 A. "P. J,. & R." 1852' Edition. 
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NoT&. -Un<ler the �visions of the act of 3d March, the mode of 

computin5 thfo 1 rates upon inland letters-i. e., letters from one 
office within t he United States or Territories to another, and also 
upon letters between the U niteC:. States and the British N orth Ame
rican provinces, is as follows, to wit : Single rate, if not exceed
ing half an ounce ; double rate, if exceeding half an ounce, but. 
not exceeding an ounce ; treble rate, if exceeding an ounce, but 
not exceeding an ounce and a half;  and so on, charging an addi
tional rate for every additional half ounce or fraction of half an 
o unce. 

The mode of computing rates upon letters to Great Britain, and 
to all other foreign countries, the British North American provinces 
excepted, will remain as at present, under the act of 3d .March, 
1849, and agreeably to instructions appended to the table of for-
eign postages. . 

The 10  or 15 cents (according to the distance) pays for the sin
gle letter fro� any post otlice in the United States, to any post 
office in either of the British North American provinces ; and vice 
versa;  pre-payment is optional in either country, but a pre-payment 
of any thing less than the full rate is not to be regarded. '.l'�e six-pence (6d. ) and

_ 
shilli�g marks of_ prepayment in the 

British North American provmces \v 11l be recognized . 

DIRECTIONs .-lst. Every letter or parcel, not exceeding half an 
ounce in weight, shall be deemed a single letter or rate. 2d . .11.ll drop
letters, or letters placed in any post ojfice, not for transmission, but for 
delivery only, shall be charged with postage at the rate ef one cent each. 

SEc. 103. The distance according to which postage is charge1t
ble, is that on the post road from one office to another, '\lpon which 
the mail is conveyed. 

SEc. 104. Letters should in all cases be sent by the most expe
ditious routes, unless otherwise ordered by the person sending the 
same. 

SEc. 105. It is a penal offence to deposite in any post office to 
be conveyedjn the mail, within the United States, any envelope or 
packet containing letters addressed to different persons. 13th sec
tion of the act of 1847. 

CHAPTER 15. 
Postage on Ship and Steamboat letters. 

SEc. 106. All ship letters and packets are to be charged with a 
postage of &ix cents each, when deliYered from th� office at which 

Figure 37 B. "P. L. & R."-1852. 
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they are first receivc<l ; when forwar<le<l in  the mail to other offices, 
with two cents, in adJition to the ordinary rates of postage. They 
should all be marke<l " Ship," at the time of receiving them. This 
applies to all letters and packets brought by vesseh1 from foreign 
countries, as well as those conveye<l from one port to another in 
the Unite<l States over routes not decla rc<l post roads. 

SEc. 107. Masters of foreign packets are not to be paid any t h i r g  
for letters delivered into the office ; such letters arc, notwithstanding, 
to be charged with postage, when <lelin:red from the ollice, or for� 
warded by mail .  

SEc. 108. The above rates of postage are not to he increased o n  
letters and packets, carried in a private ship o r  vessel, from one 
port in the United States to another, though a part of the voyage 
be over a water declared to be a post road. Thus, the. Mississippi 
river, from New Orleans to the mouth, is a post road ; yet letters 
carried by ship between New Orleans and any other port in the 
Unite<l States, are subject to thP. usual sh ip letter postage. But if  
the whole of the water between . any two ports, be a post road by 
law, then inland postage will be charged. 

SEc. 109. Letters and packets that are carried on any Of the 
waters of the Unite<l States, in vessels, under an arrangement with 
the Department, are subject to the smne postage as if carried in the 
mail overland. 

SEc. 1 10. Upon letters and packets received from the m<tsters 
of steamboats, on waters deemed post roa<ls, the persons ad<lresse<l 
will .be charged, when delivered to them, the same postage as if 
the .letters and packets had been com·eyetl in the mail overl and. 

SEc. 1 1  I. If a letter be received as above, to be sent in the 
mail to another office, there will be charged the proper nte of post
age for the d istance between the place at which the letter was 
placed on board the boat, and the c>ffice to wh ich· it  is addressed. 
Letters brought by steamboats should be marked "Steamboat," at 
the time of receiving them. 

SEc. 1 12. Fer every.Jetter received ,by a postmaster at a sea 
port, to be conveyed to a foreign country, by, transient vessels from 
such port, there shall be paid to the .postmaster one cent.-Act of 
1825, sec. 34. 

SEc. 1 13. The master (except of a foreign or mail packet) is to 
be paid two rents for each letter and packet delivered by him, ex
cept at ports on Lake Erie, where one �ent is to be paid to the 
master, and except where special contracts are made. 

s�. 1 14. If the letters be delivered into the post office by a 
passenger or sailor, and not in behalf 0£ the master, nothing is t� 

Figu1·e 37 C. "P. r . . .. � R."-18:>2. 
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be paid for them ; they are, nevl'rtbelcss, to be charged with ship 
letter postage, and the number entPred in the account of ship letters, 
with the name of the vessel in which they were brought. 

SEc. 115. For every letter or packet, which has not passed 
through a post office, delivered by the master of a steamboat, 
e\·ery postmaster will fi1Y him two cents, or one cent if on Lake 
Erie, unless his boat carries letters and packets under a contract with 
the Department. �� will take the receipt of the .ll)astt>r, speCifying 
the number of letter&, and .the places from which they were brought. 

SEc. 1 16. The -account of steamboat letters received, with the 
sums paid for them, and the postage on such as are to be delivered 
from the office, is to be kept in . the account of 1/1ip a11d 1teamboal 
ldter1 received, and as the account of ship letters. 

CHAPTER 16. 

Postage on Way Leiitr1. 
SEc. 1 17. Way letters are s11ch letters as a mail carrier rrceivea 

on his way b·etw.een two post offices. The carrier will deliver them 
to the first post office at which he arrives. The postmaster will 
rate them with postage, writing a�ainst the rate, the word " way."
./Jct of 1825, SEC. 20. 

SEc. 1 18. If such way letters are within the delivery of the office, 
the amount of their postage is to be noted on one of-the bills re
ceived by the same post, and when the bills in the account of ma.ill 
recefred are entered, such amount of postage in the column headed 
wa11 letter, is to be entered also. 

SEc. 119. If any of these way letters are not to be delh·ered 
by the·-postmaster, their postage is not to be entered in that column, 
but the letters are to be included in the post bill with the· other 
letters for the office to which tht>y are addressed. 

SEc. 120. The postmaster will pay the m.ail ca�ier
. one cent if 

deinanded for each way letter which he <lehvets to him, and add 
that cent te> the ordinary postage on the letter. 

Fig·urc :�7 D. "P. L. �� R."-1852. 
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and went to New York by " Ship ". On the contrary the letter itself will prob
ably show an origin in foverpool or London or most any other foreign country. 
Such a letter was brought to Bor,;ton by a Private Ship and the marking ' ' Ship ' '  
i s  not a " route mark " t o New York but denotes the very important " Origin. " 
Not the town or city of origin but by which manner it was carried privately to 
the post office of mailing. In any elementary study of postal markings, Origin 
is the most important thing to consider. Even the ordinary postmark on a l etter 
is placed there to denote " Origin . " 

Another example, is a cover postmarked " Buffal o" with " Steamboat " and 
addressed to New York. The latter is not a " route marking" indicating the 
letter was to be sent by steamboat to New York, but rather the origin of the 
letter at Buffalo. It was brought to Buffalo by "Private Steamboat" and placed 
in the mail at that post office. The letter may show it  was written at Cleveland 
or some other place on the lakes, an cl went ' ' out of the mai l ' '  until it was placed 
in the Buffalo Post Office. 
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I have seen "Mississippi Packet " covers in advanced collections with fraud
ulent "Packet .markings" and in some cases the owner was as ignorant of the 
use and meaning of such markings as the crook who forged the items. 

Many wealthy and many advanced collectors depend on their mistaken 
ability to detect a fake by its mere appearance of the cover. In other words 
" it looks perfectly good. " The average scoundrel who manufactures his goods 
to swindle the unsuspecting buyer has little if any knowledge of postal markings. 
Thus he usually takes a cover postmarked ' ' New Orleans, ' '  addressed to a 
distant city and places on it a " Packet " marking (not a " cancellation" ) .  

Referring t o  Pigures 37 B and 3 7  C note Section 106 and 111 . 
Figure 37 D-page 23 of the " Regulations " defines " \Vay Letters. " We 

frequently see this ' 'WAY ' '  marking on covers, postmarked ' ' New Orleans. ' '  
In the majority o f  such examples, the covers have a single Three Cent stamp. 
Exceptions are covers with 3c plus le, showing the ' 'Way fee ' '  prepaid by 
the addressor. Let us consider such a cover. When the ' '  Carrier ' '  deposited 
such a letter in the post office, the postmaster paid him le. In his accounts, the 
postmaster charged this le to the Post Office Department. Thus the Depart
ment was charged with le and this was offset by the le received for the stamp. 
Where the ' '  Vv ay fee ' '  was not prepaid, the Department was charged with the 
le paid out, and when the letter was delivered, the le was collected and the 
delivering office credited the sum to the Department. 

Occasionally we find covers from points other than New Orleans with 3c 
plus le. In many instances the le is termed a ' ' carrier use, ' '  when in fact it is 
not of this class but a prepayment of the "Way Fee. " 

Fi;.:;ure a7 Dn. Pre1l.nid "'VAY" Co,·er. 

We find covers from cities other than New Orleans showing a 3c 1851 stamp 
plus a le 1851 stamp but not marked "Way. " Inasmuch as the "WAY" fee 
was obviously paid by a One rent stamp it was not always considered necessary 
to mark the letter "WAY". F' igure 37 Da illustrates a cover that is no doubt 
in this class, a ' 'WAY ' '  and not a ' ' Carrier. ' '  Picked up by the Carrier carry
ing mail to the Charleston Post Office, it "·as there mailed to Georgetown, S. C. 
The Carrier was paid a le Way Fee, which had been prepaid by the addressor. 

To a certain degree ' ' Way ' '  and ' ' Carrier ' '  fees were quite similar hence 
uses of the former are often confused with the latter. 

Figure 37 E illustrates an interesting ' ' first day stampless cover. ' '  This 
is a letter mailed from New York City on ,July 1, 1851 with the postage prepaid 
in cash. The postmark is in red. Figure 37 F is a companion piece, showing a 
first day cover, mailed unpaid, with the postmark in black, indicating the unpaid 
rate of 5cts was to be collected at Boston. 
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Fig·ure :n E. First Day Pre1rnitl Stnmpless. 

�· 
/}� ' 

Figure :�7 F. First Day U111•aid. 

Fig1n·e :-l7 G. Snu Franeisco lf'h·st Day Pre1Jaid St:unpless. 
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Figure 37 G illustrates a most unusual cover, a first day use of the new 
prepaid 6c rate to the East, Erom San Francisco. The postmark and " PAID" 
are in red-orange. This San Francisco postmark had the rate " 6 "  included, 
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and shows the date of the sailing of the  Mail Steamer. I t  was customary to 
postmark ma.il with the date of depal'l7ll'C, not the  date of receipt. Thus a letter 
might be deposited in a post office on the 10th of a month, but if it could not be 
forwarded to its dest inat ion unt i l  the 12th , it was postmarked the 12th. 

Fig·111·e :-1 7  11. Pre1•c1 icl Stnnitlless. 

Fi�·u1·e :-t7 J. Pre1n1hl St:un1•h�s�. 

Fig·ure 37 Ii:. P1·c1u1id Stn1111•less. 
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Fig·ure :.J; lh Boston-FREE. 

Again referring to Figme 37 G . The East Bound mail left San Francisco 
at this period twice a month, the mail shipt> s11iling on the 1st and 15th, for 
Panama. The July 1st was the date of departure. 

Figure 37 H illustrates a stampless coyer from Brattleboro, Vt., which had 
the postage prepaid in cash . Both markings are in red. Figure 37 ,J is a 
similar item. 

Figure 37 K is a scarce ' ' PAID 3cts ' '  marking used at Baltimore, and 
Figure 37 L shows a cover mailed " Pree " from Boston and franked by United 
States Senator Daniel Webster. 

Figure 37 M is a reproduction of page 40 of the 1852 ' ' Regulations. ' '  
' ' Chapter 20 ' '  contains instruction,; for letters carried into a port by a steam
boat. ' ' Chapter 21 ' '  defines ' ' Ship letters and Packets. ' '  Note the last sentence 
of thi,; regulation, " before such letters have been mailed. " 

Figure 37 N shows the following page in the " Regulations ". Notice the 
strict provisions of Section 161, providing a fine of $100 for masters of ships 
refusing, or neglecting to turn over to the post office any mail carried into the 
port by their vessels. We frequently find covers which were smuggled into a 
port and mailed in the post office as regular mail, or as drop letters. These items 
I call ' ' bootleg covers ' '. 

For example-A sealed folded letter with a le stamp postmarked New York 
and addressed to New York. To all appearances, just a plain Drop Letter. But 
in opening the letter we find it h eaded ' ' London ' '  or ' ' Liverpool ' '  or ' ' Paris ' '  
or some other foreign city. Such letters were brought by ship surreptitiously, 
a le stamp placed on them and mailed. The rate from England was 24c, hence 
the Post Office Department was defrauded of 23c each on such letters. 

Again we find letters from California, smuggled into New York and mailed 
from that office to various cities with 3c stamps, when the rate was 6c. The 
grrat majority of the bootleg covers I have found bear dates in the early Fifties, 
and seldom have I noted such an item used in the late Fifties. 

Section 163 provided that the m11ster of a ship was required to give the 
postmaster a list and description of all mail carried into his port. 

Chapter 22 instructs the handling of "M:issent and Forwarded Letters, " 
but this section does not specif�, the rate to be charged on a forwarded letter. 
This was listed in another chapter. Where a letter was prepaid to a certain 
address, (during the period ,July 1, 1 851 to April 1, 1855 ) and forwarded to 
another address, postage was charged for forwarding at the full unpaid rate. 
As an example, a letter mailed from Philadelphia to �ew York with 3c paid, 
and forwarded to Boston, 5c wHs collected Ht Boston from the addressee. 
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SEc. 156. If there be two or more persons of the same name, . 

and a letter intended for one is delivered to another, the postmaster 
will reseal the letter in the presence of the person who opened it, 
and request him to write upon it the words, '' Opened by me through 
mistake," and sign his name ; he will then refund the postage paid, · 
and replace the letter in the office. 

CHAPTER 20. 

Masters of Steamboats to deliver utters and Packages into 
Post Offices. 

SEc. 1 57. The masters of steamboats under contract with the 
Department, will deliver into the post offices, (or to the local agent 
of the Department, if there be any,) at the places at which they 
arrive, al! letters received by them, or by any person employed in 
their boats, at any point along the route. 

SEc. 158. Masters or m anagers of all other steamboats, are te
quired by law, under a penalty of thirty dollars, to deliver all letters 
brought by them, or within their care or power, addressed to, or 
destined for, the places at which they arrive, to the postmasters at 
such places : except letters relating to some part of the cargo. 
All letters not addressed to persons to wlrom the cargo, or any 
part of it, is consigned, are therefore to be delivered into the post 
office, to be charged with postage.-&e act of 1825, secs. 6 
and 1 9. 

SEc. 159. All letters conveyed by steamboats, packets, or other 
vessels, relating to the cargo, must be left unsealed ; and if sealed, 
must be dPlivered into the post office a nd charged with postage ; 
but if upon being opened in the presence of the postmaster, and 
found to relate to the cargo, the postage may be remitted. The 
law relating to this subject is often violated. Postmasters will use 
diligence to correct the evil, and prosecute for the penalty, in every 
case where they can obtain testimony. 

CHA PTER 21 . 

• Masters of every Vessel fr<>m a Foreign Port, to deliver Letters 
and Packets into Post Offices. 

SEc. 160. The terms, ship letters and packets, embrace the let
ters and packets brought into the United States, from foreign coun
tries, Qr carried from one port in the United States to another, in any 
private ship or :vessel, :before such letters have been mailed. 

F'iµ;tn·e :�7 JI. "P. L. '-� R."-1852·. 



THE UNITED S'rATES ONE CEN'l' STAMP OF 1851-1857 
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Ssc. 161. ETery master of a vessel from a foreign port is bound, 

immediately on his arrival at a port, and before he can rePort, make 
�ntry, or break bulk, under a penalty n?t t� exceed $1.00, ta deliver 
mto the post office all letters brought 111 his vessel, directed to any 
person in the United States, or the Territories thereof, which are 
under his care or within his .power, except such letters as relate to 
the eargo or some part thereof. 

Sze. 162. It is the special duty of the postmaster at a port whem 
vessels may enter, to see that this 1-w is strictly observed and en
forced. 

SEc. 163. Every such postmaster will obtain from the master of 
the ship or vessel, a certificate, specifying the number of lettera, 
with the name of the ship or vessel, and place from which she last 
sailed, and upon each letter which has not been before mailed, and 
which shall be delivered into his office for mailing, he aball pay to 
the taid master or owner two centJ, and take his receipt therefor, 
except at the ports on Lake Erie, where one cent will be paid. 

CHAPTER �2. 
Lettn-1 mis1ent and to 6e fortDCrdU. 

S1:c. 164. In forwarding letters by mail, postmasters will, in an 
cases, be governed by the address. If, contrary to its address, a 
letter be mtssent, no additional postage is to be charged for for
wardii)g, unless the Jf0$tage to its proper destination be deficient. 
But it' the letter has been sent according to its address, and is for
warded at the request of the party addressed, or the known writer 
thereof, or otherwise, additional postage to the place of its destina
tion is to be charged, and the two postages entered in a new yost-biil. 

SEc. 165. ln every case of a letter forwarded, the origmal post
age shoul,d be noted on the bill with which the letter was received, 
:j( it can be found ; if not, upon some other post bill ; and it should 
be en�ed on the proper line of the Accovnt of mails rectived, in 
the eolumn headed ovgrdaarged, and the word "fonoardd.," with 
the date, written immed1ntE.ly after it. 

Sze. 166. Orders to forward leufn should be iii writing, and 
filed by postmasters. 

CHAPTER 23. 

R.etum of Letler1. 
81:c. 167. To prennt fraud, the postmaster 'Will be careful not 

to return any letter put into his office for transmiS'Sion by mail, 
Fit..,trc 37 N. "P. L. & R."-1 852. 
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CALIFORNIA RATES 

J uly 1, 1 85 1  to April  1, 1855 

Prior to J uly 1,  1851, the rate to or from the Atlantic States and California 
was 40c for a single rate letter. The lol'al rate on t h e  Pacific Coast was 121/zc. 
This means from one place in California to another place in that state, or from 
one place in Oregon to another place in that  'I'erritory. 

T h is Loral Ra t e  did not a pply to letters between Ca lifornia and Oregon.  
T h is local  rate was provided for in 1 he Act of A ugnst 14, 1848.  This Act 
authorized the Po:;tma:oter General to esta blish post offices " a t San Diego, Mon
terey and San F rancisco, and such other places on the coast of the P acific, 
in California , with i n  the terri tory of the United States, and to make, etc. " 
'::, '::, �, that  a l l  letters conveyerl from o n r  to  a n y  other  of t h e  mid places on the 
Pacific shall pay tioelve and a half r :cnf s postage. " 

No further legislation c hanging tlm;e ra :es was passed until t h e  passage of 
thr Act of March 3, 1851 .  

On J uly 1 ,  1 8 5 1 ,  the rate to and from Califo rnia was reduced as follows : 

Single Letter-Prepaid- 6c 
" " -Unpaid - l O c  

Local Letter 
Single-Prepaid-3c 

" -Unpaid -5c 

F i g�u1·e ::l 7  P. _F i rst D:ty Un1H1id-San Frauci,.;eo. 

F igure 37 P illustrates a very interesting and scarce i tem-A " fin;t day " 
' ' Sa n  F rancisco-,J uly 1 ,  1851 ' '  unpaid rate to t h e  East .  T he postmark and the 
ratr ma rk " 10 "  a re both in black ( Collrction of R dgar B .  ,Jessu p ) .  

In h is book, C hase mentioned t h r  fact t hat conrs shovving t h e  3c local 
Cal i forn ia rat e, prepaid by 3c 1 851 or 3c 1 857 stamps are scarce. 'l' his is quite 
t rue and much more so than t h e  average collector rea l ize· : .  But still more el usive 
arr covers showing the 3c rate paid by three le 1 85 1  or l e  1857.  F igure 37 Q 
sh<1ws a cover from ' ' Yankee Ji ms, Calif ' '  to ' ' Oroville, Calif. ' '  ( Collection, 
W. R .  Pa rker ) . T h e  s� amps are 'l'ype IV .  F igure 37 R, shows a similar use 
from " San Ra fael, Calif. " (a scarce postmark ) to " Sacra mento, Calif. " ( Col
l ection, ·w. R. P arker ) . T h e  stamps are Type I V. 
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Piµ;ure :-!7 Q.. Loc:tl lln te-Ya nkee Ji nts, Calif. 

Figu1·e H7 R. I,o<_>al Rate-San J-tafael, C:tlif. 

Fig�1re !l7 S. 'Vr:1p1te1·-Ya11kee .Jhus, Calif. 
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Items showing a single le circular rate from California to the East are very 
scarce, but in this class, " wrappers " are indeed very rare. Figure 37 S illus
trates a wrapper that enclosed printed matter from Yankee J ims, Calif. to 
Maine. ( Collection, Edgar B. J essup ) .  Wrappers generally found their way 
to the waste basket, and it is remarkable that any such items exist. The  one illus
trated is  the only one I have ever seen. 

ACT OF MARCI! 3,  1855 

The Act of March 3,  1855 went into effect on A pril 1 ,  1855, notwithstanding 
all statements to the contrary. The principal provisions of this new law made 
the prepayment of postage compul:,;ory on Domestic Mail on and after April 1, 
1855, i t  also increased the rate to and from the Pacific Coast to lOc, and it  left 
to the discretion of the Postmaster General whether or not to require the use of 
Postage stamps _on Domestic Mail .  

This part of  the Act  reads, ' ' And from and after the  first day of  January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty six, the Postmaster General may reqiiire postmasters 
to place postage stamps 1lp01i all prepaid letters upon which such stamps may 
not have been placed by the writers. ' '  

Regarding Drop lettei·s, this section of the A ct reads, " A nd all Drop letters, 
or letters placed in any post office not for transmission through the mail, but for 
delivery only, shall be charged with postage at the rate of One Cent each . ' '  Thus 
prepayment was optional. 

No change was made regarding circular mail and thi� class of transient 
matter could still be forwarded unpaid. 

The Act of August 30, 1852, permitted this, but this provision was repealed 
by the A ct of January 2, 1 857 after which date ( ? ) prepayment was required 
on all transient mail. 

The Act of l\Iarch 3, 1855 also provided for the registration of valuable 
letters at a fee of 5 cents, which was payable in cash, and not by stamps . 

. /f�;,.£, i1� 
Au�, 

J6taeu 14 . � 

Fl1,;-t1re 37 T. Early u- of 18!>() R:ite. 
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F igure 37 T illustrates quite an interesting cover, which shows a very early 
application of the new lOc rate from New England to California. This cover 
was mailed from " Brownsville, Vt . ,  on A pril 3, 1855. " The letter enclosed, 
as the illustration shows, wa;; dated ' ' April l st ,  1855. ' '  There was no post office 
at the small hamlet of We;;t Windsor, Vt. ,  !Jenee the letter wa;; mailed a t  the 
near-by office of Brownsville. The cover probably shows that the old 6c rate 
was first placed on the envelope in the shape of a pair of 3c 1851. When the 
Postmaster called attention to the error, a single 3c and le was added ( Collection, 
A. R. Rowell ) . This cover is the earliest use I l1ave seen of the Ten Cent rate, 
East or West. 

. to+ R�l-e M-.y 1 116"¢ Tyf>6 It · PJ. !., . 
/l�'JJ CH.UC 

Fig;ure 37 U. 'l'cn Ce11t Rate l'aid by One Cent Stan111s. 

Figure 37 U shows a cover mailed from DownieYil le, Calif. ,  on May 1st, 1856 
and addressed to New England. 'l'he lOc rate 'ras prepaid by ten le Type II 
stamps from Plate Two. Such items are q uite sca rce, as  I have seen very few 
lOc rates prepaid entirely by the imperforate l c stamps. A few covers are 
known showing the use of ten l e  1857, Type V ;.;tamps to pay the California 
rate. 

Regarding the use of stamps on Domestic Mail .  The following is from the 
1857 ( September l8t )  edition of the P.  fr & R .  ( Postal !Jaws & Regulations) : 

"Sec. 7 6- ( Page 4 8-Regulations ) .  The law requires postage on all letters, 
except those to foreign countries and to officers of the Government having the 
franking privilege, and on official business, to be prepaid by stamps or stamped en
velopes, prepayment in 1nouey being prohibited . "  

Rega1·ding Drop Letters. In the same book is the following : 

"Sec. 7 7 .  Prepayment on drop letters is optional. " 

;; . 
The following Regulations of the 1857 Edition are among those of special 

interest : · 

"Sec. 8 9 .  The Act o f  March 3 ,  1 8 5 5 ,  making no· provision for unpaid letters to 
places within the United States, On the same or day following any such unpaid 
letter or letters being put into a post office, the postmaster thereof will give notice, 
upon blanks furnished by the Post Office Department, to all persons within the 
United States for whom such letters shall have been deposited in their offices ; and 
if not attended to in one mouth, the)' will return such letters to the Dead Lett.el' 
Office." 

"Sec. 9 5 .  Ship Letters, as they cannot be prepaid, and are not supposed to be 
embraced in the new Act ,  wil l  continue to be dispatched agreeably to  the provisions 
of  the fifteenth section of the Act of March 3 ,  1 8 2 5 . "  
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"Sec. 1 4 9-Persons desirous to send their letters by steamboats can most read
ily accomplish their object by enclosing such letters in the stamped envelopes issued 
by the Department, inasmuch as lette1·s so enclosed 1nay be conveyed out of the mail 
without a violation of law, and need not bP deliYe1·ed to the Postmaste'r on a1•riva� 
of the vessel." 

"Sec. 2 2 1---'-''' * postmasters will enter the amount of fees received for 
registry of letters * * * I n  Article 3 2  the postmaster will next state the number, 
and credit himself with the amount paid the mail ca rrier for \Vay letters. "  

"Sec. 3 3 5 .  A letter bearing a stamp C' U t  o r  separated from a stamped envelope, 
cannot be sent through the mai l as a prepaid letter. Stamps so cut or separated 
from stamped envelopes Jose their legal value. " 

" C:J C"  lUl Jlt:'..t. V ' '- l •  

S.Ec.  37:2. A ny letter or p<1cket \\·ith one or more postage stamps 
affixed, equal i n  nmo u nt to the postage properly chargeable thereon, 
may be mailed and forwarded from any post office a:;: a pre-paid 
letter or packet ; but if  the postage stamps Rffixe<l be not adeq uate 
to the proper postc::ge, the postm:ister mail i n g  the letter or packet, 
will  ad mit the p re-payment of as 1nany rates as the stam ps upon it 
represent, and charge the excess with postage at the unpaid rates, 
to be coller.te<l at the office of Jel i \·ery. 

S. r. t"" �'7� Nn nfl·u:.r nnc t "l rro c d .-. rn n c  tl-.-:.n t l  .. n r o  rloc:<f"r:ho1l ; .... tlu:i. 
Jt-,i;.�;ure :�7 V. up. L . ._t; R ."-1852. 

F igure 37 V is a reproduction of Sec. 372 of the 1852 P. h & R. 



Chapte,r XXXVIII. 

POSTAL MARKINGS. 

THE study of posta l markings is unquestionably one of the most interesting 
branches of philatelic research work. Stamp collecting is constantly 
referred to as a ' ' hobby, ' '  and perhaps the mere collecting of postal 

labels is a hobby, but if one has the true collecting instinct, he has a desire to 
acquire knowledge regarding the objects he collects, no matter whether they be 
works of a rt, tapestries, coins, etc., etc. 

It is  perhaps a hobby to merely collect stamps, but i t  i s  quite another and 
entirely different avocation to devote time and study to all that pertains to the 
special stamps that we prefer most. Th is is advanced philately, and many of its 
branches require scientific study, notwithstanding many assertions made in the 
philatelic press to the contrary. 

Posta l  markings offer a wide field for specialization and research work, and 
so far as this branch of collecting United States stamps is concerned, no period 
in our postage stamp h istory can compare with the period covered by the four
teen years preceding the outbreak of the C ivil War. 

'l'his period covered the  early years of our railroad building, with the con
sequent substitution in many parts of the  country of the railroad car for the 
stage coach as a means of conveying the  mails. 'l'his period also covered the 
highest development of the transportation of mail by our inland steamboats. 

This period witnessed the discovery of gold in California and the establish
ment of postal communication with the vast western empire on the shores of the 
Pacific then in its early building. It was the  grand era of the fast American 
Clipper ships, penetrating all the principal ports of the world, and carrying our 
commerce to the far corners of the globe. 

In the latter years of the l 840 's, a Postal Treaty was signed with Great 
Britain, and in the latter years of the 1850 's, one with France. In the closing 
years of the period, the Great Overland l\Iail was established, to be followed in 
a few years by the opening of the spectacular but short l ived Pony Express. 

rrhe c lose of the period witnessed the gathering c louds of Civil War, and 
the birth of a new era. 

Each of these outstanding events and developments, as well as others, had 
some special relation to our postal h istory and all are reflected in the many and 
varied postal markings of the period. To the collector or specialist in U. S. 
stamps, it is  indeed the g-olclen era of U .  S. Postal markings. 

VARIOUS KTNDS OF POSTAL MARKINGS 

T here a re two general cla:,;ses of markings that wrre used on the mail of the 
1851-1861 period. 

First-Postal Markings- -Th is class cover;; all markings applied by a United 
States or foreign post office. 

Second-Unofficial markings--Thi;; clas;;; covers all markings applied by un
official sources. As an example of markings in this class, such include the express 
markings or " Western Franks ". Markings like " Via Nicaragua-Ahead of the 
Mails ", " From Noisy Carriers ", " Pony Express ", etc . ,  etc. 

None of these markings were applied by post offices, hence are unofficial in 
character. In the past it wa<; the custom to refer to all markings as ' '  cancella
tions ", for example : 
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"Railroad Cancellations" 
"Steamboat Cancellations" 
"Express Company Cancellations" 
"Mississippi River Packet Cancellations" 
Etc.-Etc. 

It is quite obvious that these and many other terms were misused. Just 
because certain covers show stamps tied by unofficial markings is no reason to 
term all such markings as cancellations. 

It is  quite incorrect to clescribe a cover as, " the  stamp tied by the town 
cancellation ", or " the stamp has a Way cancellation ' ', but it is proper to 
state, " the stamp is cancelled by the New York Postmark " or the stamp has a 
red " ' Way ' marking ", or " the stamp i s  tied by a ' Mississippi Packet ' mark
ing ", etc., etc. 

In an auction catalogue of the recent sale of a prominent collection, I note 
the following : 

' ' The cut edge of the 12c stamp tied by frame of blue ' cancellation ' reading, 
' Via Nicaragua-Ahead of the Mails '. " This marking was one of a number 
that were applied to letters carried " outside of the mail ", and applied before 
such letters were placed in a post office. They are not cancellations or official 
postal markings in any respect. 

01•'FICIAL PosTAI, MARKINGS 

Postal applied markings can be divided into the following classes : 

( 1 )  Postmarks. 
( 2 )  Obliterating markings, or cancellations. 
( 3 )  M iscellaneous markings, indicating whether the letter was " PAID"-or 

"FREE," "Advertised," "Forwarded," "Due," " Held for Postage," etc. ,  
etc. 

( 4 )  Origin Markings-Such include letters carried "out of the mail" by some 
conveyance and deposited in the mail to be forwarded. Examples are, 
"Steam," "Ship," "Steamship," "Way,"  etc. 

( 5 )  Rate markings-Such include "numerals" showing the amount of postage 
paid, or amount unpaid. 

( 6 )  Transit or route markings. Many railroad markings are in this class 
while others are in the class of unofficial markings. 

( 7 )  U. S.  Postmarks for outbound foreign mail. 
( 8 )  U. S. Postmarks for inbound foreign mail. 
( 9 )  Foreign postage due markings on mail of U. S. origin. 

( 1 0 )  Foreign postal markings on U. S. inbound mail of foreign origin. 

Each of these various classifications are explained in separate chapters. 

POSTMARKS 

The typical stampless cover of the period j ust prior to July 1, 1851, gene
rally bore three principal markings : 

( A )  The Tow!l or City Postmark, denoting the origin and month and day of 
Mailing. 

( B )  The rate-indicating amount of postage. 
( C )  " Paid" ( or "Free " )  indicating that no postage was to be collected on de

livery. 

If the cover had no ' ' Paid ' '  or ' ' Free ' '  it indicated the amount of postage 
marked was to be collected on deliYery. 

Prior to 1860 the Post Office Department did not supply postmasters free 
of cost, with handstamping devices to mark their mail, hence we find a wide 
variety, the majority of wbich v1·ere supplied by private concerns, while many 
others were home-made. 

The 1847 edition of the " P . L. & n. "  instructed postmasters to carefully 
mark all letters with the nam·� of t ! te  po�t office, the " initial " of the state or 
territory, " the day of the month on which letters were forwarded in the mail, 
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.,u\J.�t: \', HU f)UJ  t.; U c.i � t: .  
�Ec. 379. All postage stamps affixed to letters, p<'tckets or par

cels of nny descript ion, m11st be- immediately and ejfed111dly can
celled in the office in which the let ters, packets or parct:ls may be 
deposited for transmission or delivery. 

· S E .c. 380. The cancellation shoul<l be effected by the use of 
blnck printers' ink wher. ver that material can be obtained ; and 
where it cannot, the  operation should be performed by m aking 
sen:rnl heavy crosses or parallel l ines upon each stamp w ith a pen 
d ipped in good black wri t i n g  ink. 

�Ec .  38 1 .  If  the ca11cel l i n g  h nYe been omi t ted on the mnil ing 
of the  lct1 er, packet, or pared, or i f  the cnncel la t ion be incom pletf>, 
the po!<(tnast er at the oflil'e of del i,ery will  c n n r·pJ t h e  stamp in the 
m ;i n ner d irec ted,  a n d  fol'tl iwi th  report the dtlinqul'nt postmaster to 
thl' Posl nn:ster General, as the law req uires. 

S l·: c .  382. The i1se of the office dat ing o r  postr.rnrking stamp as 
a cantrJ!ing instrument is prohibit cd-11 n /css it be 11srd with black 
1n-i11ter's ink and in such manner as tlwrMtf!lily to effect the object. 

S F.c. 383. Letters mid naC'kcts. and nnrN·ls rh'.ln•Pablr w i 1 h  )pt. 
Figure 38 A. "P. L. & R."-1852. 
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and the rate of postage chargeable on them, or if they be free, with the word 
' Free '. ' '  

Figure 38 A is a reproduction from the 1852 Edition of the P. L. & R. 
Notice " Sec. 380 ", wherein the postmasters were instructed to cancel the stamps 
with " black printers ink, ' '  but where this was unobtainable to use a pen " dipped 
in good black writing ink. ' '  

Particularly notice ' ' Sec. 382 ' ', wherein postmasters were prohibited from 
using the ' ' postmarking stamp ' '  as a cancelling instrument, ' ' unless it be used 
with black printer 's ink etc. " 

Thus in the early fifties it was contrary to the Regulations of the Depart
ment for postmasters to use a postmark and colored inks to cancel postage 
stamps. Black printer 's ink was the only exception. 

The two covers illustrated in Chapter 37-Figures 37 H and 37 J are of 
the period subsequent to July 1 ,  1 851.  On these we find the " Paid " and " Rate" 
combined into one marking " Paid 3 ". lVIany other cities combined the " Paid " 
and the " Rate " with the postmark, as per the New York " Paid 3cts ' ', Figure 
37 E ,  and the Baltimore, Figure 37 K, or if the letter was unpaid to use a black 
ink and the postmark as per Fignre 37 :B'. ( Chapter No. 37 ) .  

Such postmarks were for use on prepaid stampless letters, or letters prepaid 
by stamps. Many other post offices omitted the rate and included " PAID " in 
thl'ir postmarks. Figure 37 Da ( Chapter 37) . 

In the late months of 1851 and during 1852 and 1853, many small post 
offices used their old " PAID " and " Rate " handstamps as cancelling devices. 
Thus it is not unusual to see the One Cent 1851 cancelled " PAID ", " PAID 3 ", 
" PAID 3Cents " " FRE E " " WAY " " S'l'EAMBOAT " or most any hand-
stamp that was close at hand� ' 

MANUSCRIPT POSTMARKS 

Manuscript postmarks and cancellations are just as legitimate as any other 
form of marking so far as the 184 7-1851 and 1857 stamps are concerned. Many 
new post offices were created during this period and many of the newly appointed 
postmasters did not have handstamps to mark their mail, hence used quill pens. 
Pen cancellations are frowned upon by the general collector because of the use 
of such on foreign revenue stamps. So far as I am personally concerned, I 
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much prefer a fine strip of the One Cent 1851 or 1857 with pen strokes, ,rather 
than a heavy black smudge or a messy black heavily hit town postmark. Rare 
plate varieties with pen cancellations are much more preferable than copies with 
heavy gridirons or smudgy corks. 

COLORED I NKS 

During the years before the issuance of stamps by the Government, post
masters used any color of ink that met their fancy. Stampless covers show reds, 
blues, blacks, bro·wns, purples, greens, etc. Blues, reds and blacks were the 
most common and with the advent of the 1 84 7 stamps, reds and blues were used 
more than any others. 

During the first three or four months after the issuance of the 1851 stamps, 
red was used more than any other color, but in the latter months of 1851, black 
came into .more general use, especially as an obliterating marking. Compara
tively few Twelve Cent stamps were used in 1851, and not a great many in 1852, 
and it is quite obvious that black ink was the most satisfactory for the One Cent 
and T hree Cent stamps. Many towns used red or blue postmarks, with black 
cancellations for the stamps. 

With the exception of red, blue and black, colored cancellations on the One 
Cent and 'rhree Cent 1851 are far from common. 

After the middle part of 1852 colored cancellations were, as a general rule, 
seldom used on the One Cent 1851 .  

Quite a few cities and towns used blue markings on One Cent stamps in  
1851, but after that year, blue was not used to  any great extent. 

A word regarding the listing of colored cancellations in tlrn U. S. Catalogue 
for the  two most common One Cent imperforate types, II and IV. 

Under Type II  the order of rarity is given as ( 1 )  black, (2 )  blue, ( 3 )  red, 
(4 )  magenta, ( 5 )  ultramarine, ( 6 )  green. I am quite sure from many years 
observation, that this order is wrong, and that the following is perhaps more 
correct : ( 1 )  black, ( 2 )  blue, ( 3 )  red, (4 )  green, ( 5 )  ultramarine, ( 6 )  magenta. 

The black is priced at $6.00, and a " magenta " at $20. The listed price 
does not always indicate comparative rarity, but it is indeed quite obvious that a 
One Cent 1851 with a magenta marking, is far more than three times as scarce 
as one with black. Perhaps the more correct order of the  One Cent Type IV, 
would be, ( 1 )  black, ( 2 )  blue, ( 3 )  red, (4) green, ( 5 )  ultramarine, ( 6 )  brown. 
The order of the Catalogue listing of the Perforated Type II and V are no 
doubt correct. 

Blue is listed second in the  order of imperforates, and t his is due to the use 
of this color by three large cit ies : Phi ladelphia, Baltimore and Cincinnati. Blue 
cancellations on the One Cent 1 851  from towns other than the above are not 
common. 



Chapter XXXIX. 

DROP LETTER AND PRINTED CIRCULAR MAIL MARKINGS. 

T HE One Cent stamps for the ten year period were used principally for 
Drop letters and Printed Circulars, with the latter use more common 
than the former. l\iany offices m;ed the same marking on both classes of 

mail, but a number used special markings for each. 
A number of the larger cities did not use any style of po:,;tmark on circulars, 

but cancelled the stamps with black or blue gridirons, or cancelling devices made 
from corks, etc. Many �mall er offices m;ed their ' ' Paid ' '  handstamps. 

LOCAL DELIVERY OR DROP LETTERS 

The prepayment of postage on Drop I.ietters was optional during the greater 
part of the ten year period. Drop Letters could be deposited in a post office, 
unpaid, with no penalty attached. 

The Act of February 27th , 1861,  made prepayment on Drop Letters by 
postage stamps compulsory. For some years prior, the public had become accus
tomed to the use of postage stamps, and stampless drop covers of the late Fifties 
arc most uncommon. 

Covers showing the use of the Drop rate in small towns are rather scarce. 
In the early Fifties wr find these without stamps, both paid and unpaid. 

Fig,·u1·e 3H A .  P1·oviele11ct• Dro1> l,ettt>-r. 

Providence, R. I. had a special ' 'Drop ' '  marking, see Figure 39 A. In 
the early Fifties Philadelphia cancelled the One Cent stamp on Drops with a 
rate marking handstamp with " l  ". See "b-,igure 39 B. New York had two post
marks they used frequently on Drop Letters. One was a postmark with ' .' Paid 
let ". On prepaid stampless drops this was applied in red. It was rarely used 
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Fig·nre 39 B. Philndel1>hia Drop Letter. 

on letters prepaid by a One Cent stamp. See Figure 39 C .  The other postmark 
had the " Paid " omitted and was applied in black. This postmark was used 
at various times to cancel One Cent stamps on both Drops and printed circulars. 
I have seen it in black on strips of three of the One Cent, thus used as a can
cellation. 

Figure 39 D shows a prepaid stampless Drop used at Canandaigua, N. Y. 
with a neat little " Paid 1 Cent. " I have never seen this particular marking 
on a One Cent stamp but no doubt such items may exist. 

Figure 39 E is a Drop ( in blue ) of San Antonio, Texas, showing the use 
of the regular postmark. 

Figure 39 F illustrates various markings, none of which I have seen on the 
One Cent stamps. These are illustrated, together with many similar ones, in 
this book, beca u se it is possible to find any of them on the stamps, as they 
are of the period of use . 

.Lt Jl,1r ;/ �' 
4iµ 

Ty� :t  I 8  - I n  i<: .. 4 I o.,f n 1 a  .s 2... 
By �.�,.J(napp- . .  /,�.-�"' 

Fig·ure 3.<) C. New York Dro11 Letter. 
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Figure 3 9  D. Pre11aid Drop J.Jette1·. 

The " Drop 2 cents " of Plymouth Hollow, Conn., is an exception, this is 
of the period prior to 1851,  when the Drop rate was 2c. The Derry, N. H. " 1 " 
in  a circle and ' ' Paid ' '  is on a printed circular, not a Drop. I have seen the 
' ' Concord, N. H. ' '  on both Drops and printed circulars. Many small towns 
used their ' ' paid ' '  together with a rate stamp as per the Drop letter stampless 
cover of " Manchester, N. H. " 'l'he " Paid 1 "  of " Saratoga Springs, N. Y. " 
is a printed circular used in l\Iay 1852. 'l'his would be nice on a One Cent 
Plate One E arly stamp. The large " Harris burgh, Pa . , " postmark has a " l "  
substituted for the month and day. T h i s  marking is scarce. The ' ' Georgetown, 
S. C. ' '  is a similar marking and quite scarce. 

I have seen the " Nashvillt', 'l'enn. , " with " Paid 1 "  used both on Drops 
and circulars. It is also a �;carce mar Ieng. T h e  " Bra tleboro, Vt. , " town and 
" 3 "  were traced from the cover illustrated in Chapter No. 37, Figure 37 H, 
and the " Watertown, N. Y. " from the cover, Figure 37 J .  The Canandaigua 
was traced from the cover, Figure 39 D. " Troy, N .  Y . "  generally used blue ink, 
and this post office had quite a fancy framed " Paid. " 'l'he one with " 15 Aug" 
is a circular, the " Apr 4 "  a Drop. Both are the same handstamp. 'l'he " Al
bany ' '  ' ' Paid 2 ' '  is a Drop of June 1 8 5 1 .  Only a part is shown of an ' ' Albany, 

Figure 39 E. Drop Letter-San Antonio, Texas. 
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5C A R C E M A R l\ I N � .S  O F  T H E P E" R I O D O F  
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Figure 39 F. 
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S&c. i42. Rates of pttttage to be cha.rged upon aU tranrient Mt.DI· 
papers, and every other description of printed matter, exc9t 
newspapers and periodicals published at intervals not exceeding 
three months, and sent from the office of publicatio.n to actual and 
bona fide subscribers. 

! I � �: � : � : � � 
NoTE.-, For eRch 11dd1'tional 9 i:: .,• • • • "' • .; • .; • .; • .0 ,;  .; ,: 

• ..J o:t QJ �  � Q.l :i � � CJ "' l1.l '° 4.J c..i 4.I �  ounce, or fractional part 0£ an ° .; g u "' g g ., ;:! ., g � g � g u g a 
ounce, beyond the ten ounces "; g .; g § 8 "' 5 § 5 § g 5 g § g § g 5 
embraced m this table an nddi- r! "' ,; 0 0 0 o o c o 0 
'tional rate must be cha;., .. ed. :.a 0 g (N ..,  .., "" I..,. .,, .,, c:o c:o <- ,... 00 co Cl) � ""  

� . ..... :;, s.. s.. "" :.. ... ... ... "" - s.  Lo o  :.. GI s.. QJ , s.. G.I ... cu :... cu ... 4) ... Q.I a.. C,) <;,I Q.I Q) a.> > 4.> > G.> > a.l � CU > 11J > Q.l :;.. Q.1 >  � � o � o 0 o 0 o 0 o c o 0 o 0 o 0 o 0 
---------

Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. ICts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. 

When . sent not over 600 miles • •  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Over 500 and 11ot over 1,50!)-• • • •  2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16  18  20 
Over J ,500 and not over 2,500, • •  3 6 9 12  15  18 21 24 27 30 
Over 2,500 and not over 3,500 . • . 4 8 12 1 6  20 24 28 32 36 40 
Over 3,500 miles . . • • • • • • • • • • • . .  I 5 10 1 5  20 25 30 35 40 45 50 

Directions. 
1st. On every transient newspaper, unsealed circular, handbill, 

engraving, pamphlet, periodical, magazine, book, and every other 
description of printed matter, the above rates must in all cases be 
pre-paid, according to the weight. If the amount paid and marked 
on such printed matter is not sufficient to pay the whole posta"e 
due, the excess of weight beyond that paid for is to be charg�d 
with double the rate which would have_ been charged if pre-paid, 
and the postage on such excess collected at the office of delivery. 

2d. Whenever any printed matter on which the postage is re
quired to be pre-paid, shall, through the inattention of postmasters, 
or otherwise, be sent without pre-payment, the same shall be 
charged with double the above rates. 

3d. Bound books and parcels of printed matter, not \Veighing 
over thirty-two ounces, shall be deemed mailable matter. 

4th. Periodicals publisheCl at intervals, not exceeding three 
months, and sent from the office of publication to actual and bona 

fide subscribers, are to be charged witl10ne-half the rates men
tioned in the last above table, and a quarter's postage thereon must 
in all cases be paid in advance at the post office where such publi-

Fig·urt• an G. "P. 1 .. & H ."-1S52. 
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N. Y. " marking of 1857-1858 11sed on circulars. The blue " Augusta, Ga. "  is a 
stampless drop Jetter. I t  is the only example of this marking I have ever seen 
(collection of Freel Green ) .  'l'he Harriioiburgh, Pa. " 5 "  is on a Drop letter that 
was forwarded to l\'ew York Cit"· 

A ll of the above ma 1·kings c;re reprod nC'ed in the smne size as the originals. 

PRTN'I ED CmcuLAR MAIL 

Figure 39 G is a reproduction of page 28 of the " Regulations " of the 
April 3rd, 1852, edition ot the " P . [ , ,  & R "  The t able shows the various rates 
on printed circulars. These rates were reduced by the Act of August 30th, 1852, 
effective October 1st, 1852. Thus for the period .Tuly 1 ,  1851, to and including 
September 30, 1852, a period of only fifteen months, the prepaid rate for 
distances not over 500 miles was le ,  over 500 miles, and not over 1 500 miles, 
it was 2c, etc. 

In the " Directions "-Article No. 2--unpaid circnlars were charged double 
the prepaid rates. As the Pacific coast ·was more than ' '  2500 miles ' '  the rate 
to and from California during the  fifteen months was 4c prepaid, or Sc unpaid. 
I have never seen such a use. 1 n further referring to this rate, we will call it 
the " 1851 fifteen month:;  rate . " 

f>l�h , .  
C1r�"°I  ,lt r  
Yr>,.·�t 
/l., $- li'S1 

;;z1;?-r .. � a#ek � 7 � e 

��-<-� 
�<- -

Fii:;ure an H .  

Figure 39 .J. Ne'v York "Siu�;." 
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Figure 39 H illustrates a circnlar ma iled from �ew York on November 5, 
1851 to Portland, .:\1: 1 i n e .  a c l dance l e;;::; than 500 miles requiring on ly a le rate. 
Figure 39 J shows the 2c rate to Galena,  Ills. In the fall of 1851,  New York 
used this odd postmark with a black rt'ctangular slug in place of the month and 
day. In rare instances this pos' mark is  known w'ithout this center slug, and 
without month or day. The " slug " marking is always found in black. 

Fig·ure 39 ){.. Ne"· York "Slug·." 

Figure 39 K illustrates the slug on a pair of Plate One Early stamps. 

� B:>.Si"o>i· '7'V l I i 
Ii.,!. � · 

!hf� � 
2 /c c .•• .,.th �a� ... 

\8 5 1  · l 't S �  

.»z/!Aj-� 
Figure 39 L. 'l,n'o Cents Circular Rate. 

Figure 39 L illustrates a cover from Boston to Maysville, Ky., showing this 
fifteen months circular rate. The two stamps are from Plate One Late, the use 
-July 7, 1852. For many year;:.: this cover was the earliest known use of Type 
IV stamps. 

Figure 39 lVI illustrates the 2c rate from Savannah, Ga.,  to Maine, the use 
is January 1852 and the stamps are from Plate One Early. Covers showing this 
fifteen months rate are by no means common and specialists should not overlook 
them, especially those from the smaller cities and towns. 

Quite a number of firms sent out circulars in 1851 , 1852 and 1853 with the 
postage unpaid, requiring the addressee to pay 2c to receive such advertise-
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FiJ;nrc !lO lU. 'r"·o Cents Ci1·cul:tr Rnte. 

ments. It was indeed a poor pol icy, and reputable firms printed on their adver
tising mail matter, " We prepay the postage on all our circulars. " 

Figure 39 N is a plate illustrating various markings. 'fhe  Baltimore blue 
of " Sep 1 6 " is from a prepaid fi n;t class stampless rate to Ohio. The straight 
line ' ' PA I D ' '  is Baltimore -in black, a circular rate in March 1 855. The  small 
circular Baltimore on this cover is  l ikewise in blue, no date, a stampless circular 
rate. Th is marking comes in seYrral types. and it: found in both blue and black. 
In the past it  has been called a " Carrier " but it has no relation to such mark
ings, as it  was used only on prepaid Drop letters and printed circular mail. 
The large Baltimore with " Paid " ancl no mont h or clay is not common. All 
examp les I h ave �:een were on circular mail .  

The ' ' Baltimore ' '  ' ' 2 ' '  i:-; on a large printed price current sent unpaid, 
hence the 2c rate. T h e  date on the plate is  listed 1851 but th is i s  an error, as 
the use was 1 854. The two ma rkings " l "  in a circle Hre Baltimore Drops. 'J1he 
" North Shore " postmark and flag were both in green. 'I'h is town is 1ww ca lled 
" West New Brighton. " ( Collection, B. D .  Forster ) .  

The  Charleston, S. C.  \\'as a special h andstamp used on mail brought into 
that port from Hava na . On this co,·er it is in blue, a stampless, addressed to 
Newport, R. I. 

The " Georgetown, D. C. " ties a 3c 18Gl to cowr. It has been stated that 
this marking on this  coyer wa:s probably a " Carrier " marking but in my opinion 
it was simply the wrong nse of the Drop postmark to cancel the 3c stamp. The 
cover was addressed to Philadelph ia .  

The Hartford is in the well known ' ' Hartfo rd magenta , ' '  a stampless item 
with a manuscript ' ' Paid 3 ' '  in  addition to the postmark. 

The " Lynn, Ms " ties a 3c 1 857 to cover in 1860.  This marking was also 
used as late as the fall of 1 8 6 1 .  T haYe seen i t  on  a cowr with a lOc  1 8 6 1 .  

Handstamps 'rith ' ' Paid l et ' '  wen' p1·incipally intt>nded for the use on pre
paid Drop lJetters to indicate the postage had been prepaid. In such cases they 
arp ' ' rate markings. ' '  Frequently these handstamps were used to cancel stamps 
on Drop letters and circulars. When so used, they are cancellations pure and 
simple. 

Figure 39 P is an example of the former, and Figure 39 Q,  an example of 
thP. latter. 

Figure 39 R illustrates a Drop marking nsed at Cleveland. This type is  in 
red, and is  indeed quite scarce on the ] c 1 8 5 1 .  I have only seen this one example 
( collection H.  W. Marston ) . 
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Figure 39 P. 

Figure :w Q. Figure 39 R. 

Fig·ure 39 S. Baltituore Pre1>:tid Printed Circular. 
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Figure 39 S illustrates a le circu lar  rate from Baltimore with the " Drop 
and Circular " marking. 

Figure 39 T. New Y o r k  Pre1mi<l Sta m1•less. 

Figure 39 T is the ' '  B 2 ' '  type of the  !\ew York ' ' Paid let ' '  handsta.mp 
used on Drops and prepaid printed ci rculars. 'l'h i s  is always found in red. Its 
use to cancel a le 1851 is  q uite a scarce item as above mentioned. There were 
several different types of t h is handstamp used between J uly 1, 1851 and 1855. 

Figu1·e :J9 U. N�'Y Y o rk P1·e1>ahl St:1 1ntllcss� 

Figure 39 U illustrates a cover with a "Yew York marking with " Paid 2cts. " 
The use is July 22, 1851,  ancl it is in r<'d.  This marking is quite rare and I have 
seen only several examples. The cover 'ms a printed circular to " North East 
Penna. " As t h is town \vas not 500 mi l es from Nevv York City, t h e  circular 
matter must have weighed over one ounce, hence a double rate. ( Collection 
L. B. Mason ) .  

Figure 39 V shmYs a marking used at St .  IJouis on Drops and circulars. 
This bas also been called a " Carrier " marking: in  the  past, but i t  has no relation 
to this class in any way. Tt is not uncommon on stampless covers and on the 
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F i�ure :-tn V. St. t.ouis. 

le 1851 Types II and I V .  The illustration shows its use to cancel a 3c 1857 
Type II. Quite an odd and scarce i tem. T h ere are several different types of 
this marking . 

The following table shows the poi::tage rates for printed circulars, com
mencing with the Act of May 8,  1794, to a nd including the Act of March 3rd, 
1863. In studying the rates and uses of Stam pless circular mail covers, it is 
well to remember, that those sent with the postage prepaid were marked " Paid ". 
Circulars not bearing the \rord ' ' Paid ' '  were forwarded collect. 

POSTAGE RA'l'ES FOR PRl�TED CIRCULARS 

Act of May 8, 1 794, Effective J une 1, 1794 

Rates for Pamphlets : l e  per sheet up to 5 O miles 
1 1h c  " 5 0  to 1 0 0  miles 

2c Over 1 0 0  miles 

Act of March 3, 1 825, Effective ( ? )  

Rates for Pamphlets : 4 c  per sheet up to 1 0 0  miles 
6c " over 1 0 0  miles 

Act of March 3, 1845, Effective July 1 ,  1 845 to June 30, 1 847 

Rates for Circulars : 2c per sheet, any distance 
Prepayment optional 

Act. of March 3,  1847, Effective July 1, 1 847 to June 30, 1851 

Rates for Circulars : 3c per sheet, any distance, prepayment required 

Act of March 3, 1 85 1 , Effective July 1, 1 851 to Sept. 30, 1852 

Rates for Circulars : 

up 
5 0 0  

1 5 0 0  
2 5 0 0  
Over 

to 5 0 0  
t o  1 5 0 0  
t o  2 5 0 0  
t o  3 5 0 0  

3 5 0 0  

miles 
" 

Per Oz. or fraction 
Prepaid Unpaid 

l e  2c 
2c 4 c  
3 c  6 c  
4 c  Sc  
5c  l O c 
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Act of August 30, 1 852, Effective October 1, 1 852 

Rates for Circulars : 

First 3 oz.  or less 
Each add. ounce 

Act of January 2, 1 857 

Any distance 
Prepaid Unpaid 

le 2 c  
l e  2c 

Required the prepayment of postage on printed matter 

Act of March 3, 1863 

Rate for Circulars : 2 c  any distance, prepayment required 

RATES OF POSTAGE FOR DROP LET'.rERS 

Act of May 8, 1794, Effective June 1, 1794 

Drop Letters-One Cent each 

Act of March 3, 1825 

Drop Letters-One Cent each 

Act of March 3, 1845, Effective .July 1, 1845 

Drop Letters-Two Cents each-prepayment optional 

Act of March 3., 1 85 1 ,  Effective July 1, 1851 

Drop Letters-One Cent each, prepayment optional 

Act of March 3, 1855, Effective April 1, 1 855 

Drop Letters-One Cent each-prepayment optional 

Act of April 3, 1860 

Drop Letters delivered by carriers, One C ent each 

Act of February 27, 1861 

Drop Letters shall be prepaid by postage stamps 

Act of March 3, 1863 

81 

Drop Letters not exceeding one half ounce, two cents each, "To be prepaid by 
stamps affixed, but no extra postage or carrier's fee shall hereafter be charged or 
collected. "  



Chapter XXXX. 

PAID AND NUMERAL MARKINGS. 

IN the early Fifties several concerns made a business of supplying handstamps 
to postmasters, and the arlvertising of such was by means of printed cir
culars illustrating various types. 

I M P R O V E D 
P O S T  O F F I C E  S T A M P S 

WITH THE NAME OF' THE POSTMASTER 
ENGRAVED ON BOX WOOD. 

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICE. 
Testimonials of their Use, Durability, &c. 

. 

Jn the year 1847 Hon. Selsh R. Hobbie, (the Ist Au't P. M. Gen.) visited Europe oa llulinest of the Polt omce Department, and on hia return, in hi.9 report to Con�n!H, he ma.de the tOllowing 

STATEMENT • 

.. I found when in England in 18H, that the stnmp1 in use it\ the English post offices were universally 
wade of wood, and wns informcct tho.t they hnrl super11e<lc<l the metallic stamp!! entirely. They were pret6r· 
��hf!h,1fi�e0� :��d�� 0rht�c����i�f�9t'a���i':g�b�����1cl��c ::b?i�e��cifr�����1:&i�:i�� ih�����e:� 
Besides, the impression, I was toh.I, wns not so Hable to blur. (Signed) H. R. HOBBIE." 

These !ltllmp!I, ns repre!lented above, 1u·c e,·cry war superior to metal ones in beauty of' imprtnion, when ��rc�irae:fi�;I:� ,�s��e:.�.t 0fh�c1��s�i:\��::ie��i���<�e���?;h��Pdf!tiic�� c:�!t���tW1�r�!e: ;��1��= ••' ofBox wood POST OFFICE STAMPS FOR ONE DOLLAR. 

®JAN. JUL. fE\./y\ FEB. AUG. \W � MAR.SEP. 
',Q,� p AID APR. OC1'. 

� FREE JJA -y NQ,cr. 
JUN. DEC. 

1 5 9 1 3  1 7  2 1  25 �g 
2 6 IO 14 18 22 �6 30 
3 7 1 1  1 5  19  23 27 3 1  
4 8 · �  1 6  20 !!4 :28 

SENT FREE OF POSTAGE. 

To the Post Master--
DEAR Sm - During the year last past I havl! furni8hed a large number of 

Stamps to Post Masters, for which I have received troo dollars per set. Thus far 
all the orders coming to me have been executed b.v Mr. Zevely, of Maryland.-
\Vhen we commenced our arrangement. I supposed from the samples received 
that the Stamps were to be engraved on Box wood, that the changes of mon1b. and 
date were to be of Box wood, and that a box of red ink would be �eat with each 
set, and 1 stated it thus in my Circular ; but after the Circular was sent out he 
informed me that he could not afford to send Ted ink, (because it cost more than 
black ink,) and that his"common stamps were not of "Box wood ," and I found 

Figure 40 A. 
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Figure 40 A ill us tr ates one of these circulars in the collection of Wm. West. 
The circular states the handstamps are made of ' ' boxwood ' '  and the cost of a 
complete set was but a tenth of the price charged by the Department for a set 
of ' ' metal stamps. ' '  This circular was mailed from Ludlow, Mass., and a town 
postmark with the word ' ' paid ' '  was printed on the folded face, and was not 
handstamped. A part of the address ·was also printed as follows : 

Postmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
County of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

State of Indiana. 

This circular is a partial explanation of why we find so many of the same 
types of handstamps used by different post offices. The circular also mentions 
the P. 0. Department furnished " metal stamps. " This is a further explanation 
of the duplication of other types from different cities. Chase illustrated one of 
these circulars in. his book and stated they were sent out as early as 1852. 

PAID MARKINGS 

Paid markings had their origin long before stamps were issued, and they 
continued in use to a limited 1'xtent in the early Fifties. After April 1st, 1855, 
when prepayment became obligatory, there was little use for the marking on 
first class domestic mail. However various forms continued in use until the 
close of 1856. With the advent of January 1st, 1856, after which date the Post
master General required postmai;:ters to place stamps on first class domestic mail, 
their use practically ceased except on Drop and circular Mail. On the former, 
they were continued in use until 1861, and on the latter they were needless after 
the early months of 1857 except as cancelling devices. 

Some offices continued to use ' ' Paid ' '  handstamps to cancel stamps long 
after the time the Paid indicated anything. Boston used various types of a 
' ' Paid in a Gridiron ' '  from 1861 until 1860, a lso a ' ' Paid ' '  in a plain circle 
in the late Fifties and a ' ' Paid ' '  in a rectangular frame on the late 1857 stamps 
and on the 1861 stamps for several years after their issue. 

In the early Fifties quite a variety of ' '  Paids ' '  were used thruout the 
country with black the most eommon ink. Blue and red Paids are of equal 
scarcity on the One Cent imperforates. I do not recall ever seeing a green 
Paid on a le imperforate stamp, though I have seen its use on the le 1857. 
Black and blue Paids are found on the le Type V stamps, but red Paids are 
quite rare on any of the perforated types. 

Chase lists green ' '  Paids ' '  on 3c 1851 covers from only two towns : Richmond, 
Maine, and Bond 's Village, l\'I:as�. 

Figure 40 B .  Belle�·ille, Ills. 



84 THE UNITED S'J'A'J'ES ONE CEKT STAMP OF 1851-1857 

NU MERAL MARKINGS 

Numeral rate stamps, hang-overs from the  1847-1851 and earlier periods are 
more common on the 3c 1851 than on the le. 

Figure 40 B illustrates a cover used in .August 1851 with the old 1847-1851 
rate stamp '' 5 ' '  in a circle used to cancel the three One Cent Plate One Early 
stamps. Both the ' 'Belleville, Ills. ' '  and the '' 5 ' '  are in a bright red. · 

Figure 40 C. ''P_.\.JD 2.�� 

F igure 40 C i l lustrates a le Type l I ,  ( Pl.  1 E ) cancelled with "PAID 2. " 



Chapter XXXXI. 

OBLITERATING MARKINGS. 

OBLITE RA'f ING markings refer only to types of handstamps made for the 
special purpose of cancelling stamps, though as mentioned in p revious 
chapters, a number of offices used most any of their various handstamps 

for this purpose. Obliterating handstamps are frequently referred to as killers. 

GRIDIRONS 

The most common type of obliterating markings used during the :F'ifties 
was the ' ' gridiron, ' '  a typical one consisting of a circle averaging about 18 
millimeters in  diameter and enclosing five to eight parallel lines, or bars. This 
marking came into rather general use with the advent of the 1847 stamps, and 
almost every imaginable variation of it exists. The number of lines and bars 
vary and some examples had no outer circle. 

Vvoon AND CoRK DESIGNS 

A great many postmasters made their own obliteration markings out of 
wood or out of corks from bottles. Probably the most common of the latter are 
those showing horizontal and vertical l ines cut into the cork, leaving a round 
design of large dots. 'l'hese wood and cork markings were fashioned in all sorts 
of designs according to the artistic ability of the maker. 

TARGETS 

The target marking consisted of a number of concentric circles, varying from 
two or three to five or six. This form of marking did not come into very general 
use until after 1860 and examples are not common on the One Cent perforated 
stamps. They are extremely scarce on the One Cent imperforates. 

CANTON, MISSISSIPPI 

Quite a variety of odd markings originated at the town of Canton, Miss., 
and practically all covers showing these interesting obliterations, in various 

Fig;ure 41 A. C:tnton, JU iss. 
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collections thruout the country, came from a big find of correspondence made 
at New Orleans many years ago. I refer to the well known Buchanan Carroll 
& Co. correspondence, which fnrnished the great majority of our Mississippi 
River Packet covers, and a number of Confederate States Provisionals, etc.,  etc. 

The Canton h andstamps were probably .made of cork, and the individual 
ones evidently did not last very long, t h us accounting for the  numerous varieties. 

Figure 41 A i l lustrates a cover wit h the imperforate Type IV stamps can
celled by a black cork with a star design. 

Figure 41 Il. Cnntou, l\liss. 

Figure 41 B is a similar cover with the Type V stamps cancelled by a cork 
with a sta r surrounded by what was intended no doul:>t as a circle of rope. 

Fig·ure 41 C. Canton, �Iiss. 

Figure 41 C illustrates a design called t h e  " Canton Odd Fellows. " This 
shows a star at the top, with t\\"O cro,.;serl a r rows below and surmounting three 
links of a chain . Other well known designs are the ' ' C anton Lyre ' ', of which 
there were at least two different types. 
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Figure 41 D is a plate illustrating various markings all reproduced m 
exact sizes of the originals. 

The origin of the star in upper left is unknown to me. The ' '  3 ' '  with the 
PAID included is in black on an imperforate Type II. It was used at "Brattle
boro, Vt. " and the example illustrated was a printed circular. The circle with 
dots was used at ' ' Salem, Mass. ' '  and is on a Plate One Early stamp indicating 
a probable use in 1851 or 1852. 

In the second row is the " Canton Odd Fellows " and the " Canton Lyre" 
mentioned above. The "New Britain, Ct " is on a stampless cover. The "Mari
on, Ohio ' '  is on a plate One Early stamp indicating an early use in 1851 or 1852. 
The " St. Louis-Paid let" is distinctive and is similar to the Cleveland, Ohio 
mentioned in Chapter 39 (Figure 39 R ) . This was a "Drop " and " Circular 
Mail ' '  marking. It is always found in black. 

The " Troy, N. Y . " is in blue on a 3c 1 851,  orange-brown. The " Charles
ton, S. C. , ' '  with the large ' ' l ' '  in the center is in blue on a Drop letter. 'rhe 
cover shows no indication of the year of use (collection Corwith Wagner ) .  The 
" Chicopee, Mass. , "  is well known on the 3c 1851-1857 but it is scarce on the 
le imperforate. The ' ' St. I.;ouis ' '  of ' '  l\'Iay � ' '  with the wide circle was used 
extensively on first class mail. The " I.;owell, l\Is. , "  with " 3  cts PAID" and the 
large gridiron appear to have been metal handstamps rather than made of 
boxwood. Perhaps it was of a set obtained from the Post Office Department. 

The "Woodville, Pa. , " with the manuscript date is quite unusual. It is in 
black on a lOc rate to California with the year of use probably 1856. The 
" let " in box is the St. Louis "Drop " and " Circular" illustrated in Chapter 39 
on a 3c 1857. The " Columbia, S. C. " ties a le 1851, Type II, Plate 2 to a 
wrapper. This postmark was used on first class mail and this use is quite un
usual. The Brownsville, Vt. , with the " PAID " is on the cover mentioned in 
Chapter 37 (Figure 37 'r ) .  This coyer i;; the earliest use known of the 1855, 
lOc California rate. 

Fig·ure 41 B. ::lit. ·ve1·11011. 0.-'"NOV." 

Figure 41 E illustrate;; a coYer n;;ed from :\It . Vernon, Ohio, with a vertical 
strip of the One Cent with 1 lie stamps cancelled by a slug from the postmark 
handstamp, the "NOV " of �ovember. 

Figure 41 F, illustrates a plate of various markings, made by a special 
process of photography to fad(• the �tamp ancl bring into relief the marking. 
So far as I am aware this is the first time this proce:,;s has been used to illus
trate postal markings. 



THE UNr'rED STATEs ONE CENT s�'Al\IP oF 1851-1857 89 

Fig·ure 41 F. )Usct·l 1 2uH.�ous IU arkiug·s. 
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No. 1 may be a ' " Canton, :Miss ", No. 2, the " WAY " on the le Imprint 
was used at New Orleans. No. 3 and No. 4 show double strikes of a gridiron. 
No. 6 is a " Territorial " on a 1 c  Type TV. No. 7 is a " Florida " on a le
' '  Pensacola. ' '  Florida .markings on the le 1851 are quite scarce. No. 8 is  
thr " Marion, Ohio, " as i llustrated in lhgure 41 D. No. 9 i s  a scarce type of 
' ' Philadelphia ' '  with a slug in the center. This marking was used for a short 
period only on circular mail. No. 10 is a Railroad marking on a strip of three 
Type IV stamps. No. 1 1  is probably Ph iladelphia. The stamp is  a Type II 
from Plate Two, hence the use wa� in 1856 or later. 

The plate, Figure 41 G illnstrate:s various markings. 
Figure 41 H, illustrates a small " Paid in  a grid ", used at Jewett City, Conn. 
Figure 41 J, illustrates the well known " Chicopee Star ", and also the small 

postmark of this town. 
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Chapter XXXXII. 

PRECANCELLED MARKINGS. 

T
HE Scott U. S. Catalogue lists the 5c and lOc 1847 as, Precancelled 
Wheeling, \r a . , but I do not consider these varieties as regular precan
celled stamps, but the markings on them as some sort of a control mark 

and entirely different from stamps that were precancelled in quantities for a 
special purpose. 

The Wheeling is found on regular domestic mail and not on circulars or 
newspaper wrappings. . 

The One Cent 1851 is therdore the first of U. S. stamps that were precan
celled in quantities and placed on mail matter before same was deposited in 
the post office. 

I believe that a number of off cover copies of the One Cent imperforate in 
different collections with a " Paid " were originally precanceEed and used on 
circular mail or on newspaper wrappings. 

Figure 42· A. 

Figure 42 B. 

Figure 42 A illustrates a pair of One Cent, Type 11 on a part of a wrapper 
that was found by a friend in a small town in Alabama, several years ago. The 
wrapper had evidently originally enclosed a newspaper, and the s'. amps were 
unquestionably precancelled before they were applied to the wrapper. The illus
tration shows the ' '  Paicls ' '  do not tie the stamps to the cover. 

Figure 42 B illustrates a vertical pair of the One Cent 1851 that has been 
in the collection of vVm. C. Michaels, of Kansas City for many years. The 
markings on this pair "·ere not handstamped but were printed from newspaper 
type. In all probability the ovrrprinting was done in a newspaper printing· 
plant, and the stamps were used on wrappers enclosing newspapers or more than 
probable, on the newspapers themselves. Some seven or more examples are 
known of this particular precancel. Some of these show the use of capital letters 
for the ' ' PAID ' ', others show the use of lower case type. 
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Figure 42· C. 
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Figure 42 N illustrates a pair in the collection of Mr. S. E. Schacht, with 
the stamp at left with the "Paid" in capitals, whereas the one to right has the 
' ' Paid ' '  in lower case type. 

Illustration No. 2 on the plate, Figure 42 C, shows a similar pair in the 
collection of Mr. Wm. West. These two pairs are the only ones I have ever seen 
with the two types in pairs. 

Illustration No. 3, Figure 42 C, is of a stamp in my collection. Two other 
pairs have been reported, one, a vertical pair with capital letters reading up, 
the other pair a duplicate of the Michaels ' pair. 

I have no idea where these items originated, though it has been reported 
that the owner of two pairs found them in a Pennsylvania town and tore them 
' ' from newspapers ' '  before he appreciated their unusual character. 

These One Cent Precancels are well known, and have been for a number of 
years. The Michaels pair was illustrated and described in the American Phila
telist of June 1923 and various examples have been illustrated from time to time 
in ' ' The Precancel Bee. ' '  

Illustrations No. 4, No. 5 and No. 6, Figure 42 C ,  are possibly One Cent 
stamps that were precancelled before use. 

F ignr<' 42 D. 

Fig;ure 4!.!:1 F. 

cu 

Figure 4 2  E. 
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Figure 42 D shows ano�her example that may possibly be a precancel as the 
" PAID " appears printed rather than handstamped. 

Figure 42 E i l lustrates a very rare cover in the collection of l\Ir. Frank A. 
Hollowbush, and Figure 42 F an enlarged photograph of the One Cent Type V 
stamp on this cover. 

l1'i,:;urei 42 G. 

Figure 42 G i l lustrates a similar cover in t he collection of Mr. Allen A. 
Brown, and Figure 42 H is a reproduction of the printed circular enclosed in 
this envelope. 

THE .LATEST AND THE BEST. 

A NJ::W {}RAMMAR. 
WELD AND Q'UACKENBOS.' 

NEW PIWGRESSIVE ENGLISH GRAMMAH, 
ILLt:STRAn:1> WITU t'Ol'IOr.a };X.:ttl'ISl::S IS ANALYSIS, PARSING ANU COMPO�ITIOS. 

\VELD'S PARSING BOOK, 

Tu� I>yt.litb•l"l< ""' b:i1•1•1 t.1 .•un""""" to doc e.l•ICUion.•l p<Jhlio, ti.I oompi.1;.,,,. Q/ tllio 1.ew woit-111t )'ftjloan';.,., <I ... �;.,1, "'"' l""'""'·I�· m'"""'"'eJ. h i.. "'''" ..,bm;u.,d to 1be tumi1111ioo <A all fn1�rntird ia th• 4op;1n .... n1"' .. b .... I ht .. >IUI'', 'J"I>.� �"' l"•rPY a loo lo"" •bl� '" •talP, 11 .. 1 11.e ...... c .......... , u • ....,..., thAl1 

-'·lbc high ��!'ff•·••i
·
'"' .. 1,kh 11.., J,t1in;;11iol...J "'�" .. '""' ul lo outh<>•• led 1M ]>11blie I<> r.,,. of tho mcoi� .� 

be fOl"lhccoDir>; >< ..... k. 
£•·ervwl,.,,.. '"�min<•ol, Llw '"'"" 1:r:oni.rut1t k« .-.lk..J f .. nh UllC ufti<�,..1 """�.-r.t uf ""'i>IKliorl aa.d "1-

pro ... I. A,1 011 i11..im o« uf  thl: fo•ur•• ''"" ..,,.,;",1 • ..-ithin 11,. brirr ..--l e(" •1111<- ,....,lh, il i... .poeinio :;:; :��=·���';'::��'.
i'

.�;�::.�::���� .. �r�:,:�;�. ;;� !::::-�. �:ro�'.:k �.;·� ... �-�;:,_-;:; 
.-,u. F""" '""""'""'"""ioont t""'' '"" Llo;I"''' -rtt1, ""' 11�..e- to ho "'" i n  .. .in, .•e ;i•• the rou ..... 
i 11; DOlice fro111 • l;•th�•.i t,..aclo<r 10 '"''' uf 11>c l.arit<''t o,.l>i00.t ro,..1at M"lio"1ioos iaNewEaglaad,wlM> 
... iMtod-.l 1hc ,..;,..- "°"" iowhU ,....,..,l 

-For ,... odooul ..0... doallob.c t>.·M ,,f,.JIOOl lit�••"'"'b'o ci..,.bee11 wc� a detident�111 uin1M dtp"''' 
. - ot r-•-•· A...,w1l'all>UAra..la"'°" ;ram"u .. -� l111p.r:L1inly called for l>f •"'-11lNol°"· 

..i.ools. A• !he rnwlt ,,( 1he bboo-1 o( W<kl an4 Qu�ck�liod, -h o/ ,.i..,� lo a• ia lli-11', we hau a ll<'W P�""d � bruc•o"" tb�n b:M ""' 1t' "l'i>e':ltc.l:' 

C.f!ufor "'""iHlio• lll Mlf •d•il ,,,itr, utl 1t.ot &1 .,.u OJI nctipl �I 14.i -. is f'Nl•6i11..,.. 
Publlahed by SANBORN & CARTER, 

Figure 4.2 H. Figure 4.2 J. 

Figure 42 J i llustrates a One Cent 1857, 'l'ype V, off cover, owned by .M:r. 
P. S. Demers. In the Chase book, page 241, is l isted a " Portland, .M:aine " under 
' ' Straight Line cancellations, ' '  and Chase mentioned this marking was printed, 
not handstamped, and that he b ad only seen it  on a One Cent 1857, Type V. 
Chase evidently made his listing from the P. S .  Demers copy ( Figure 42 J )  
and surmised t h e  town wa;; ' ' Portland, Maine, ' '  instead o f  ' ' Cumberland, 
.M:aine. ' '  
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J? h::nre 42 J{. 

Figure 42 K illustrates a cover owned and originally discovered among 
some old papers by Mr. Odias Demers. Figme 42 L shows an enlargement of 
the Three Cent stamp. 

. Figure 4.2 L. 

CUMBERLAND, ME. OCTOBER, 15 .  

Cumherlancl ' ' Me- Nov. 6. 
Figure 42 IU . 

Figure 42 M shows tracings of the markings on the Hollowbush and Odias 
Demers covers. 

The reproduction of the prin�cd circular (Pigure 42 H )  shows these pre
cancelled stamps originated on .mail sent out by the school book publishing firm 
of Sanborn & Carter of Portland, Maine. rrhe date of this  particular circular 
is October 1859. Stamps were applied to envelopes and the precancel was 
printed with the partial address, thus the stamps were cancelled before the 
envelopes were addressed. 

'l'he Cumberland, Maine precancels are the finest examples \Ye have of early 
precancelled stam ps. 

The U. S. Catalogue lists the "Wheeling precancels of the 5c and lOc 184 7 "  
but omits listing the " Cumberland, Maine of the 1857, " One Cent Type V, and 
3c Type I .  In my opinion the latter are far more desirable. 

Chase was the authority for the 5c and lOc 184 7 Wheeling ' ' Precancels, ' '  
and the following is from his 1 91 6  article published in the "Philatelic Gazette " :  
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Figure 42 N. One Cent 1851 Prt>cancel. 

"I have a cover ( a  folded letter-sheet ) the letter being headed ''\'heeling 
Deer. 7, 1847.' It is addressed to Philadelphia. In the lower left corner of the 
face of the cover is written 'Paid'  probably by the postmaster. At the top is writ
ten, in the same ink and same handwriting as the address 'charge No. 3 1 8 '-the; 
'No. 3 1 8 '  being under the stamp. The cover is postmarked in blue 'Wheeling, Va. 
Dec. 8' and the stamp, a 10 cent l 8 4 7 ,  is cancelled with a gridiron in the same blue, 
hitting both stamp and cover. In addition the lower left corner of the stamp shows 
one quarter of a red gridiron that was very evidently applied before putting the 
stamp on the cover." 

It is possible the red gridiron:,; ·were some sort of control marks applied by 
the postmaster, but in no \YRY do I consider these 1847 Wheelings as "Pre
cancels. ' '  The very fact the covers bore postmarks and had blue gridirons tying 
the stamps to the covers is evidence that the stamps were cancelled with the 
blue grids after the covers were placed in the post office for mailing. In addition 
the covers were written letters, not circulars. 

Regarding the remaining i l lustrations on the plate, Figure 42 C, No. 7 and 
No. 10 show copies of the One Cent '51 with the New York postmark with 1853 
year date, which wa:s only used from the 11th to the 26th of July 1853. Further 
mention of this marking is made in Chapter No. 44. 

No. 9 is a One Cent Type IV cancelled with the handstamp ' ' Free. ' '  No. 
12 is a scarce use of a target obl iterat ion. No. 14 and No. 15 are examples of 
the well known ' ' Canton, Miss, Paid 3. ' '  



Chapter XXXXIII. 

CITY AND TOWN POSTMARKS. 

A GREAT variety of postal markings are found on the 3c stamps of 1851 and 1857, and there exists no finer field for specialization and study of 
our postal markings, than these stamps offer. Among the One Cent 

stamps, we quite frequently find that certain markings which are quite common 
on the 3c stamps are very rare on the le stamps. Especially does this apply to 
certain classes of Town postmarks. Therefore, in considering the various city 
and town postmarks, I will not confine myself solely to the markings known to 
exist on the One Cent stamps, but rather refer to the postmarks of the 1851-1861 
period, because any known 3c marking may exist on the le stamps. 

The most common and ordinary postmark of the period consisted of a 
circle averaging about 32 1\1.M. in diameter, with the name of the town enclosed 
at top, the month and day in the center and the abbreviated name of the state 
at the bottom. See plates, Figures 43 A and 43 B. 

It is possible to divide the various circular postmarks into a number of 
classifications but the following are probably sufficient : 

( 1 )  Dated ( month and day only ) .  Figure 4 3  A-San Antonio, Tex. of Sep. 8 .  
( 2 )  Year dated. F'igure 4 3  A-Providence, R. I . ,  Oct. 2 2 ,  1 8 5 8 .  
( 3 )  Dated with Rate-Figure 4 3  B--Savannah, Ga., Sep 4-3 
( 4 )  Dated with Paid-Figure 43 B-Detroit, Mich.-Sep 2 3-Paid. 
( 5 )  Dated-Paid & Rate-Figure 4 3  B-Augusta, Ga., Nov. 2 9-3 Paid. 
( 6 )  Year dated with Paid. 
( 7 )  Foreign Mail-Figure 4 3  A-Chicago Am. Pkt-Mar. 1 3-3 Paid. 
( 8 )  Territorial-Figure 4 3  A-Sumner-Kansas T. Nov 7-1 8 5 9 .  
( 9 )  County-Figure 4 3  B-Shabbona-Grove Dekalb Co. Illinois-Dec. 2 2 .  

( 1 0 )  Quaker-Figure 4 3  A-Colerain, 0 . ,  8th Mo-1 9 .  
( 1 1 )  Double Outer Circle---Figure 4 3  B-Shabbona Grove, I lls-Sep 2 9 .  
( 1 2 )  Double circle-Figure 4 3  A-Chicago Oct. 1 4. 

To this list we add the following : 
( 1 3 )  Without Circle 
( 1 4 )  Oval 
( 1 5 )  Rectangular 
( 1 6 )  Straight Line 
( 1 7 )  Manuscript 
( 1 8 )  Odd Styles 

Further referring to Figure 43 A. The " Indianapolis " with center blank 
was used on Drops and Circulars. The ' ' Rome, N. Y. ' '-a ' ' Paid in a circle ' '  
i s  quite similar to the ones used at Boston, Providence and other offices. The 
" New Haven" with no date, and " Paid " was used on Circulars. 'rhe "Paid 6 "  
i n  a circle, of Montgomery, Ala . , was used on prepaid stampless mail , requiring 
double rates. 

Further referring to Figure 43 B. 'rhe ' ' Advertised ' '  of Schaghticoke, 
N. Y. shows-" Paid 3 "  and " Oct. 15, " the latter a marking showing the date 
the letter was advertised. 

The " Ship 5 "  of " Savannah, Ga. " shows the Ship letter rate of a letter 
brought to Savannah by private ship, placed in the post office there, and mailed 
to another point. 'l'he fee of 2c paid the captain of the ship was added to the 
3c rate. The ' ' Houston Txs ' '  shows the use of a very bright red at this office. 
The ' ' Savannah Star ' '  postmark was continued in use after Georgia joined the 
Confederacy and is quite common on Confederate stamps. This also applies to 
the "Milledgeville, Ga. Jun Li " 
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Figure 43 C. Cnu1de11. A_rkn11s:u". 
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Figure 43 F. Aug rn 1852. 

Fii,;·nre 43 G. Dee 5 1 860. 

Many collectors make a specialty of collecting covers showing postmarks 
of small towns in sparsely settled states, such as Arkansas, Texas, etc. Figures 
43 C and 43 D are examples showing scarce uses of the One Cent stamps. 

Figure 43 E, illustrates a cover with three One Cent 1857-Type V stamps 
and an odd postmark used at " Jacksboro, Texas " in 1860. 

Figure 43 F illustrates an early use of a year date in the postmark, " Green
ville, Maine-Aug. 13-52. " 

Figure 43 G illustrates the bright red year dated postmark used at New 
Haven. This is on an imperforate Type IV stamp showing a use three years 
after stamps were issued perforated. Im perforates used this late are quite scarce. 

COLORED POSTMARKS 

During the ten year period 1851-1861, black was the most common color 
used for town postmarks, the next was blue with (3 ) red, (4) green, ( 5 ) brown, 
( 6 ) ultramarine and ( 7 ) magenta in the order named. 'fh is does not mean that 
these colors were used to cancel the various stamps of this period for a number 
of post offices used a red postmark on the face of the cover, with a blue or black 
marking to cancel the stamps. 

Boston is an outstanding rxample as this post office used a red postmark 
and black obliterations almost continuously during the period. At certain 
periods Providence used a red postmark on the face of the cover with a black 
' ' Paid ' '  in a circle. ( See 1'..., igure 43 A ) .  

Blue postmarks are perhapi;: more common than red for certain of the larger 
offices used this color during the major part of the period. Cincinnati and 
Baltimore are examples of the cities and I..Jouisville, Ky. and Troy, N. Y. of the 
smaller towns. Philadelphia used blue for almost all markings on domestic mail 
during 1851-1852 and the greater part of 1853. Bu.ffalo used blue almost ex
clusively during the earlier years. 

In an eighth grouping of colors may be listed the unusual ones such as 
orange. olive, yellow, purple, etc. 

Perhaps the most brilliant greens were used at Littleton, N. H. and Lan
caster, Pa., and other fine shades come from Saltsburg, Pa., and Fairfield, N. Y. 
In the latter years St. Joseph, Mo., used quite a bright shade of green. 
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A fine example of a brown postmark was used at " North Reading, Mass. ", 
and various shades of light and dark brown are found from other small towns 
at various periods between 1851 and 1861. 

Fine examples of the ultramarine were used at  Lockport, N. Y . ,  Fillmo1 e, 
La. ,  Ottawa, I l ls . ,  Hartford, Vt . ,  and Augusta, Ga. 

H ai·tford, Conn. used a color generally called the Hartford Magenta. On 
the stamps, it is quite a scarce marking. 

GHEEN POS'l':.\.fAHKS 

The U. S. Catalogue places a value of $40 for a One Cent 1851, Type II 
with a green marking, and $25.00 for a Type IV. In comparison the Three Cent 
1851 lists at $4.00. The relative scarcity is very much greater as I have seen 
comparatively few One Cent stamps with green cancellations. 

Dr. Ralph \V. Payne, of Greenfield, Mass., has spent a numbe1· of years 
compiling a record of the different cities and towns thruout the countrv which 
used green postmarks and obliterations on the Three Cent 1851 and the Three 
Cent 1857. 

'rhe following list was kindly furnished by Dr. Payne for this book. Few 
realize the time and labor required to compile so large a list of these items that 
are daily becoming more elnsive. All items marked with a star are in Dr. 
Payne 's collection. 

If the reader has a green postmark on a cover with the Three Cent 1851 
or 1857, that is not listed below will he kindly report it to Doctor Payne, at the 
above address. 

I will greatly appreciate reports of green markings on covers with the One 
Cent 1851-1 857 stamps, or stamps actually cancelled in green. 

Accomack C. H . ,  Va. 
*Alexander, N. Y. 
Amherst, Mass. 
Amsterdam, N. Y. 
Andover, Mass. 

* Apalachicola, Fla. 
Ashfield , Mass. 

"Athens, Tenn. Lt. Olive 
* Athol, Mass. 

Augusta, Ga. 
Bellows Falls, Vt. 

*Belvedere, Ills. 
* Bonds Village, Mass. on 3c env. 

Burlington, Iowa. 
*Bedford, Mass. 

Camden, Ark. 
Carlisle, Pa. 

*Centerville, Mass. ( State? ) 
*Charlotte, N. C. 
*Chattanooga, Tenn. 
*Chepacket, R. I . 

Chester, N. Y. 
* Clinton, Texas. 
* Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 

Columbia, Va. 
Dalton, Ga. 

* Darien, N. Y. 
Davenport, Iowa. 
Delhi, N. Y. 
Denmark, Tenn. 
Dixon, Ills. Dk. Olive 

* Duncannon, Pa. Olive 
East Boston, Mass. 
Ellington, Conn. 
Erving, Mass. 

ON 3c 1851 

Etowah, Ga. 
Fairfield, N. Y. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

* Franklin, Ohio. 
Frenchtown, N. J. 
Friars Point, Miss. 
Gilsum, N. H. 
Glassborough, N .  J. 
Greenfield, N. H. 
Greensborough, Ga. 

* Greenville, Md. 
Gridley, Miss. 
Guildhall, Vt. 

* Hillsboro Bridge, N. H. 
* Holderness, N. H. 

Hydeville, Vt. 
Iowa City, Iowa. 
Jackson, Miss. 
Jeffersonville, Ind. 
Johnstown Centre, Wis. 
Kingman, Ohio. 
La Grange, Texas. 
Lancaster, Pa. 

"'La Peer, Mich. 
* Lawrenceville, Va. 

Lima, N. Y. 
* Litchfield, Ct. on 3c  env. Bk. G. 

Litiz, Pa. 
Littleton, N. H. 

* Livingston, Ala. 
"' Lockport, N. Y. 
* Londonderry, Vt. 

Lubec, Maine. 
Lyme. Ct. 

* Lynchburg, Va. 

* Ludlowville, N. Y. 
Ligonier, Pa. 
Macon, Ga. 

*Marion, Va. 
* Mesopotamia, Ohio. 
*Miamisburg, Ohio. 

Middlebury, Vt. 
* Middletown, Md. 
* M inden, Ark. 

Minersville, Pa. 
*Monson, Maine. 
* Moosup, Conn. 

Montgomery, Ala. 
Monticello, Ga. 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Morganfield, Ky. 

•·Munfordsville, Ky. 
Mystic, Ct. 

"" Mystic, Ga. 
* Napanock, N. Y. 
* New Braintree, Mass. 

Newburn, Va. 
New Hampton, N. H. 
New London, Conn. 

*Nicholville, N. Y. 
Northboro, Mass. 
Northfield, Mass. 
North Shore, N. Y. 
Oakham, Mass. 

* Orange, Mass. 
Petersburg, Va. 

* Pompey, Mass. 
*Raleigh, N. C.  
* Randolph, Va. ? 
* Red Creek, N. Y. 



104 THE UNITED STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF' 1851-1857 

*Richfield Springs, N. Y. 
*Richmond, Maine. 
*Richmond, N. Y. 

* Shrewsbury, N. J. Urbana, Ohio. 
So. Framingham, Mass. "Vicksburg, Miss. 

Richmond, Va. on 3c env. Lt. G. 
Somerville, N.  J. 
Southington, Conn. 
Suffolk, Va. 
Sunderland, Mass. 

•: Walcottville, Ind. 
" Warrenton, N. C. 
*Washington, Pa. * Rochester, Vt. 

Rome, Ga. 
Roswell, Ga. 
Salisbury, N. Y. 
Saltsburg, Pa. 

* San Antonio, Texas. 
Scranton, Pa. 
Shamokin, Pa. 
Shelburne Falls, Mass. 
Shelbyville, Tenn. 

*Shepardstown, Va. 

Abbeyville, S. C. 
Apalachicola, Fla. 
Ballardvale, Mass. 
Barnard, Vt. 
Beloit, Wis. 
Brimfield, Mass. 

* Bowling Green, Ky. 
* Canaan, Conn. 
* Cartersville, Va. 

Caseyville, Ky. 
*Centralia, Ill. 

Charlotte, N. C. 
Charlottesville. Va. 
C hester, N. H. 
Clarksville, Va. 

*C onstableville, N. Y .  
* Courtland, Ala. 

Covington, Ky. 
Galesburg, Ill. 

* St. Albans, Vt. 
Sweetwater, Tenn. 
Taunton, Mass. 

''Taylorsville, N.  C .  
Thorndick,  Mass. 

''Toddsville, N. Y. 
" Tuscumbia, Ala. ? 

Towanda, Pa. 
* Thompson, Conn. 

ON Sc 1857 

Granville, Ohio. 
Green Cut, Ga. 
Haverhill, N.  H. 
Hazardville, Ct. 
Hinsdale, N. H. 
Irasburg, Vt. 

'-'Jacksonville, Ala. 
La Cross, Wis. 
Lisle, N. Y. 

* Ludlowville, N. Y. 
Mesopotamia, Ohio. 
Morganfield, Ky. 

* Mystic, Ga. 
Napanock, N. Y. 

* Newark,  Ohio. 
Northfield, Mass. 

*North Haverhill, N. H .  
* North Shore, N. Y .  

Waterville, N. Y. 
* West Brookfield, Mass. 

Whitefield, N. H.  
* Winchester, Ky. 

Winchester, N. H. 
Woodstock, Vt. 
Woonsocket, R. I. Dk. G. 
Yarmouth, Mass. 
York, Pa. 

I -· 

* Ottowa, Ill. 
* Painted Post, N. Y. 

Paper M ill Village, N. H .  
* Pascoag, R.  I .  
''Philadelphia, Tenn. 

Raleigh, N. C. 
Rocky H ill, Conn. 
Saltsburg, Pa. 

* St. Albans, Vt. 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
Taunton, Mass. 
Warrenton, N. C .  

''' Wayne, Mich. 
*Weathersfield, Conn. 

Whitefield, N. H. 
Winchendon, Mass. 
Windsor, Vt. 
Woodstock, Vt. 

As strips of three of the One Cent 1851 or 1857 were frequently used to 
pay the 3c rate it is  possible that copies of these stamps with green markings 
may be found from any of the above towns. 

Figure 43 H illustrates various markings of the period on the perforated 
Ont' Cent stamps. The ' ' Pine Swamp, Pa ' '  is a very rare postmark and this 
use occurs on quite a scarce strip of three from Plate Four. It is in black. 
(H.  W. Carhart collection) .  The " Colonial Express Mail " in red on a One 
Cent 1857 is  probably unique ( S. W. Richey collection ) .  The " 19 "  and " 24 "  
are ' ' foreign mail rate markings ' '  and should not have been applied on the 
stamps as the Regulations forbid this. Such markings are found on covers t o  
England. 

The New York two line " Steam Ship " is most unusual on a One Cent 1857. 
Black targets are scarce on the One Cent stamp, but the one illustrated is in 
blue, which is even more uncommon. 

Chase illustrated the ' ' I . :B-,ield ' '  marking in his book and stated the origin 
was Harrison Square, Mas::;. The example illustrated here is the only use I 
have ever seen on a One Cent stamp. It is possible the black stars originated at 
Canton, Miss. 

The large " 2 "  on the imperforate stamp is a black English " postage due" 
marking, generally found on the face of circular mail to England and very 
seldom on the stamps. 
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TOWN POS'l'MARKS IN ODD SHAPES 

In his book Chase listed-pages 239, 241 and 242-the following odd post
marks : 

" 1 8 5 1  BURLINGTON 0. ( Black ) date ( month and day ) is in one line. 
1 8 5 1  BROOKLINE M.A,SS. ( Red and Black) name is between two ovals. Date 

( month and day ) is in one line in center. 
1 8 5 1  RALEIGH C. H. VIRGA ( Black ) .  
1 8 5 1  CHARLTON N. Y. ( Black) name between ovals. 
1 8 5 7  CORNWALL CONN. ( Black and Red ) name between ovals. 
1 8 5 1  FISHERVILLE CT. ( Red)  name between ovals. Date in manuscript. 
1 8 5 1  HEUVELTON N. Y. ( Red ) .  
1 8 5 1  LOCKE N. Y .  ( Red and Black ) date i n  manuscript. 
1 8 5 1  & 1 8 5 7  NEW LONDON N. H. ( Black ) name between two ovals. Date 

( month and day ) in one line in center. Also in red on the 1 8 5 1  issue only. 
1 8 5 1  RAPPAHANNOCK ACADEMY VA. ( Red)  name between ovals. Date 

( month and day ) in one line in the center. 
1 8 5 1  TODDSVILLE N. Y. ( Red and Dark Bluish-Green ) oval is double-lined. 

Date ( month and day ) in the center in manuscript. 
1 8 5 1  UTICA N. Y. ( Black and Blue ) .  Date ( month and day ) in one line in 

the center. Diamond shaped ornament at either end. 
1 8 5 1  WEAVERVILLE CAL. ( Black ) .  Date ( month and day ) written in the 

center in red ink. ( See Figure 5 3 B. ) 

1 8 5 7  ATHENS I LLS. ( Blue ) .  Roughly oval, not framed. Date ( year, month 
and day ) in one line in the center. 

1 8 5 1  COLLINSVILLE CONN. ( Black) in three lines. Top line curved. No 
frame. Conn. in the middle. Date ( month and day ) at the bottom.  

1 8 5 1  HADDAM CT.  Roughly rectangular ( Red ) .  
1 8 5 1  HAMPTON CT. ( Blue and Green ) .  Roughly rectangular. 
1 8 5 1  IRVINE PA. (Grey Blue ) .  Roughly rectangular. Double lined frame. 

Date ( month and day ) in one line in the center. 
18 5 7 JACKSBORO TEXAS in a rectangular frame made up of dots. ( Black ) .  

Includes the year date. ( See Figure 4 3  E. ) 
1 8 5 3  env. JORDANS VALLEY TENN. Two varieties, one in dark blue and 

one in black. Both roughly oval. Frame made up of many scroll-like 
lines. ( Name of state not included . )  

1 8 5 1  KENSINGTON CON. Odd semi-circular shape ( blue ) .  
1 8 5 1  KILLINGLY CT. Roughly rectangular ( Red, brown, and dark blue ) .  
1 8 5 7  KILLINGLY CT. Roughly rectangular ( Black ) .  ( Same as above except 

for color ) .  
1 8 5 3  env. MORINGVILLE P. 0. WESTCHESTER CO. N. Y. Rectangular. 
1 8 5 1  ORFORD-VILLE N. H. ( Blue ) .  Name in a semi-circle. No frame. 

Date in manuscript below. 
1 8 5 1  PATTEN ME. Rectangular ( Blue ) .  
1 8 5 7  PHILADELPHIA PA. Octagonal ( Black ) .  Large size. Includes the 

year date. 
1 8 5 7  PHILADELPHIA PA. Octagonal ( Black ) .  Small size. Usually includes 

year date. 
1 8 5 7  PINE SWAMP PA. ( Black ) .  Name in one straight line in the center. 

No date. Fancy, roughly oval frame made up of many curved lines." 
( See Figure 43 H . )  

STRAIGHT LINE POSTMARKS 

Chase listed the following on pages 240 and 241 in his book : 

" 1 8 5 1  COLUMBIA CAL. ( Black)  in one straight line. Date ( day, month and 
year ) below it in manuscript. 

1 8 5 1  ELKADER IA. ( Black ) .  Town and state in one line, month below in 
another line, day date in manuscript. 

1 8 5 1  EPHRATA PA. ( Blac k )  in one line. Date ( month and day ) below in 
manuscript. 

1 8 5 1  SHABBONA GROVE ILL. Scroll shaped postmark ( Black ) .  
1 8 5 1  SHABBONA GROVE DEKALB CO. ILLINOIS Shield shaped postmark 

( Red ) .  
1 1! 5 7  SHABBONA GROVE DEKALB CO. ILLINOIS Shield shaped postmark 

( Black ) .  
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1 8 5 7  SHAMOKIN PA. Octagonal ( Black ) .  
1 8 5 7  STONY CREEK CONN. Odd stenciled design ( Blue ) .  
1 8 5 1  TRIANGLE N. Y .  Triangular ( Black ) .  
1 8 5 1  TROY N. H. Rectangular ( Red ) .  
1 8  5 7 TUSCAHOMA MISS. Rectangular ( Blue ) . 
1 8 5 1  WEST HARTFORD CT. Roughly rectangular ( Black and red ) .  
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1 8 5 1  HOLLIDAYS COVE VA. ( Black ) in one straight line. Date ( month and 
day ) below it in manuscript. 

1 8 5 1  HOLLIS N. H. ( Red ) in one straight line. Space left for the day date 
which is added in manuscript. 

1 8 5 3  env. LAWRENCEVILLE N. J .  ( B lack ) .  Town and state in one line. 
Date ( month and day ) below it in another. 

1 8 5 7  LIMERICK N. Y.  ( Black ) in one straight line. Date ( year, month and 
day ) below it in manuscript. 

1 8 5 7  LI SBON ARKS. ( Black ) in one straight line. Date ( month and day ) 
below it in manuscript. 

1 8 5 7  MADISON RUN STATION VA. ( Black)  3 straight lines. "Madison Run" 
in one, "Station" in another, and "VA" in a third. Month and day date 
below in manuscript. 

1 8 5 1  NAHANT MASS. ( Blue ) in two straight lines with space between for 
the date in manuscript. 

1 8 5 1  NEW GERMANTOWN N. J.  ( Black) in one straight line. Date below in 
manuscript. 

1 8 5 7  N. 0.  APR 2 8TH 1 8 5 8  ( Blue) in one straight line. "N. 0 . "  means New 
Orleans. Probably used o'nly during this year. 

1 8 5 7  NORTHVILLE CT. APRIL 3 1 8 5 9  ( Black ) in four straight lines. Town 
and state in top line. Date printed below in three lines. 

1 8 5 1  PLAINFIELD VT. JAN 18 1 8 5 1  ( Blue) in two straight lines. Has not 
been seen later than the date stated but may exist on 3c 1 8 5 1  covers. 

1 8 5 7  PORTLAND ME ( Black ) in one straight line with the date below in 
another line. Printed, not handstamped. Seen only on the l e  1 8 5 7 
Type V. May or may not exist on the 3c .  ( Note by S. B. A.-This should 
be Cumberland, Me. ) 

1 8 5 1  RINGVILLE MASS. JUNE 2 9  ( Black )  all in one straight line. 
1 8 5 7  SCARSDALE ( Black ) "N. Y . "  after it  in manuscript. The date ( day, 

month and year ) is in an oval frame on the stamp. 
1 8 5 1  SWIFT CREEK BRIDGE ( Red ) "N. C . "  written after it in manuscript. 

The date is written below." 

YE.AR-DATED POST:'.11ARKS 

Regarding year-dated postmarks. Chase made a very thorough search for 
these interesting markings and I quote from his book, pages 242, 243, 244 and 
245 as follows : 

"Although I have no definite facts on which to base my belief, it seems fairly 
sure that prior to June, 18 5 5, the Post-office Department forbade the use of 
year-dates in town postmarks. Before July 1, 1 8 5 1 , year-dates in the town can
cellation had been used, though rarely, at least as far back as 1 7 9  6 .  Examples are, 
Wilkesbarre ( Pa. ) Aug. 3 1 ,  1 7 9 6 , Clinton, Georgia, Mar. 1 8 ,  1 8 3 0 , and Reading, Pa.,  
Sept. 1 7,  18 3 1 .  At least five towns used year-dated postmarks while the 1 8  4 7 stamps 
were current, although as far as I know no 1 8 4 7  stamp has been seen on a cover 
bearing any of these year-dates. The list which follows includes the few 18 47 period 
year-dates seen. During recent years I have published a number of lists of early 
year-dated cancellations and by this means, with the help of other collectors, have 
been able to gather a considerable numbe·r dated prior to 1 8 5 7 .  The following list 
though still incomplete gives a good idea of the rarity of these cancellations in the 
various years. Certain are worthy of special mention. The Plainfield, Vt. ,  1 8 5 1  
year-date has been seen only on a cover without stamps used January 1 8 th o f  that 
year. Whether or not it  was continued in use while the 3c  1 8 5 1  stamps were current 
I cannot say. It is at least possible. Sonora, Cal. , used a year-dated postmark in 
blue, in two straight lines, in both 1 8 5 1  and 1 8 5 2 .  These have been seen o n  covers 
without stamps and also directly over 3c  1 8 5 1 's and bisected 1 2c 1 8 5 1 's .  Of  the 
Hagamans Mills, N. Y . ,  1 8 5 2  year-date I have seen about four examples. These 
were invariably placed on the envelope so as not to touch the stamp. Incidentally 
these all came from one correspondence. The partly identified blue Jan. 8, 1 8 5 2 , 
year-date is believed to come from a small New England town, the name of which 
evidently ends in 'ertown. '  

"The 1 8 5 3  New York City year-date is particularly interesting. The main and 
branch postoffices of New York City were undoubtedly using a n umber of town 
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cancellation stamps at this time though only one of them included the year date. 
It was used from J uly 1 1  to July 2 6 ,  inclusive, and each day during this period has 
been seen. I have a notion that an order from the Post-Office Department at Wash
ington was the reason why it was discontinued. This year-date has been seen on 
l e  1 8 5 1 's ,  3c 1 8 5 1 's ,  and once on a 3c  1 8 5 3  stamped envelope. T'he probable 1 8 5 4  
year-date from Philadelphia i s  decidedly odd. The cancellation is not particularly 
clear and I am not entirely sure of its correctness, but I have no doubt as to its 
authenticity, although it is one of only two examples of this type of Philadelphia 
postmark which I have seen. I believe this particular postmark was used only on 
incoming letters which arrived some days after they should have, to indicate that 
the delay was not the fault of the Philadelphia post-office. 

"Seemingly in June, 1 8 5 5 ,  the Post-Office Department decided to allow the use 
of a year-date, and Washington, D. C . ,  began its use about the middle of May. The 
earliest date seen is May 1 9 .  At least twenty-two other towns began the use of 
the 1 8 5 5  year-date before the close of the year. Excepting for Memphis, Ten. ,  
which is in blue and four in red,  al l  of these are in black. 

"During 18 5 6 a considerable number of towns began the use of the year-date. 
I have a record of seventy-five, and there were undoubtedly others. Six of these 
used a blue, and nine a red postmark. In certain cities only one or two of the 
town handstamps in use included the year-date. This is particularly true of New 
York City. 

"By 1 8 5 7  the use of the year-date had become decidedly common. Undoubtedly 
hundreds of towns used it, so many that it seems unwise to attempt their listing. 
The year-date continued in common use while the 1 8 5 7  issue was current, and for 
a few years thereafter, although it is a strange fact that late in the ' 60 ' s  the 
Post-office Department seemingly again forbade its use. 

J,ist of 1847-1S56 Year-Dated '.rown Postmarks 

1847 

Brazos ( Texas ) Apr. 1 0 ,  1 8 4 7 ,  ( in two straight lines ) 
P't. Isabel ( Texas)  Jan. 9 ,  1 8 4 7 ,  ( in two straight lines ) .  ( P'T-Point)  

1849 

Sacramento ( Calif ) Oct 2 9  1 8 4 9  ( in two straight lines ) 

1850 

Corpus Christi Texas Oct 7 1 8  5 0 ( in two straight lines ) 

1851 

Plainfield Vt. Jan. 1 8  1 8 5 1  ( Blue)  ( In two straight lines ) 
Sonora, California Dec 2 1 8 5 1  ( Blue)  ( In two straight lines ) 

1852 

Greenville Maine Aug 1 3  5 2  " 1 3  5 2 "  in one line 
Hagemans Mills, N. Y. Aug 9 1 8 5 2  ( In two straight lines ) 
Sonora, California Dec 2, 1 8 5 1  ( Blue ) ( In two straight lines ) 

---ertow--- Jan 8, 1 8 5 2  ( Blue ) 

1853 

New York July 1 1  to July 2 6  1 8 5 3  
New Haven Con. July 1 3  1 8 5 3  

1854 

Recd. Phila. P. 0. July 1 4  1 8 5 4  ( In  one straight line in an octagonal frame. I am 
not entirely sure of this one ) .  

Registered Sept. 1 1 ,  5 4  ( In two straight lines in a rectangular frame) ( Red ) Used 
on a registered letter from New York City. 

1855 

Ann Arbor Mich. Nov. 3 ,  1 8 5 5  
Bellows Falls Vt. Sep 2 2 ,  1 8 5 5  
Columbus 0 .  Dec 1 2  1 8 5 5  
D u  Buque Iowa Dec 2 8  1 8 5 5  
Farmville Va. Sept 2 8  1 8 5 5  
Henderson Ky. Jun 2 1  1 8 5 5  
Hornellsville N .  Y .  Oct 1 1  1 8 5 5  ( I  a m  not entirely sure o f  this one ) . 
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Huntsville Ala. Dec 19 1 8 5 5  ( Blue ) 
Ithaca N. Y. Jul  2 1 8 5 5  
Massillon 0 .  Oct 2 6  1 8 5 5  ( I  a m  not entirely sure of this one ) .  
Marshall Mich. Jul 2 4 ,  1 8 5 5  
Memphis Ten. Sep 1 9  1 8 5 5  ( Blue ) 
Nevada City Cal. Dec 1 8  1 8 5 5  1 0  PAID 
Newburyport Ms. Dec 21 1 8 5 5  ( Red) 
New Haven Con. Sep.  17 1 8 5 5  
New York Oct 2 5  1 8 5 5  
New York Sep 2 1  1 8 5 5  ( Red)  
Pittsburgh Pa.  Jun 2 0  1 8 5 5  
Rutland Vt. Dec 2 0  1 8 5 5  ( Red ) 
Saint Paul M. T. Jul 1 2  1 8 5 5  
San F'rancisco Cal. Sep 2 0 1 8  5 5 1 0  Paid ( Red ) 
South Danvers Ms. Dec 5 ,  1 8 5 5  ( No circle around the postmark) 
Washington D. C .  May 19 1 8 5 5  
Yreka Calif. Oct 1 5  1 8  5 5 

1856 

Annapolis Md. Dec 1 9  1 8  5 6 
Aun Arbor Mich. Aug 2 9  1 8 5 6  
Augusta Ga. May 2 1  1 8 5 6  
Bridgewater Ms. Dec 3 0  1 8 5 6  ( Red)  
Burlington Iowa. Aug 2 8  1 8 5 6  
Canajoharie N .  Y .  Nov 3 0  1 8 5 6  
Chicago Ills. May 2 0  1 8 5 6  
Cleveland Ten. Jul 2 ,  1 8 5 6  
Colu mbia Cal. Dec 2 5  1 8 5 6  
Columbia Ten. Jan 9 ,  1 8 5 6  
Columbus 0 .  Jun 2 1 8 5 6  
Concord N .  C .  April 2 4  1 8 5 6  ( In two straight lines. No frame ) .  
C uyahoga Falls 0. Dec 1 2  1 8 5 6  ( Blue) 
DeBuque Iowa Feb 9 1 8 5 6  
E .  Saganaw Mich. Nov 1 2  1 8 5 6  
Elmira N .  Y .  June 2 0  1 8 5 6  ( Blue) 
Farmville Va. Sep 12 1 8 5 6  
Flint Mich. Mar. 3 1 8 5 6  
Freehold N .  J .  Sept 1 2  1 8  5 6 
Galveston Tex. Feb 2 4 1 8  5 6 
Haerlem N. Y. Sep 4 1 8 5 6  ( Red ) 
Hannibal Mo Nov 8 1 8 5 6  
Helena Ark. May 2 6  1 8 5 6  
Henderson Ky Sep 1 7  1 8 5 6  
Henry Ill. Dec 1 3  1 8 5 6  
Hudson N .  Y .  May 2 0  1 8 5 6  
Huntsville Ala. Mar 8 1 8 5 6  ( Blue) 
Indianapolis Ind Dec 29 1 8 5 6  
Ithaca N .  Y .  May 1 2  1 8 5 6  
Johnstown N .  Y .  Nov 2 6  1 8 5 6  
Keokuk Iowa. Aug 1 1 8 5 6  
Kingston N. Y .  June 2 6  1 8 5 6  
Knoxville Ten. Dec 2 0 1 8  5 6 
Litchfield C t. Oct 7 1 8 5 6  
Manchester N .  H .  Dec 1 7  1 8 5 6  
Marshall Mich. Jan 1 0  1 8 5 6  
Memphis Ten. Feb 2 6  1 8 5 6  ( Blue) 
Meriden Ct. Jan 25 1 8 5 6  (I am not entirely sure of  this one ) . 
Middleborough Ms. Jul 1 1 8  5 6 
Nashua N. H. May 1 6  1 8 5 6  ( Blue ) 
Newark N. J. Sep 1 7  1 8 5 6  
Newburyport Ms. Mar 1 0  1 8 5 6  ( Red)  
New Haven Con.  Jan 2 1  1 8 5 6  
New Haven Con. Mar 1 9  1 8 5 6  ( Red ) 
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New York Jan 3 1 8 5 6  ( "PAID" is sometimes found at the bottom of this postmark ) 
New York Apr 1 1 8 5 6  ( Red)  
Niles Mich. Sep 5 18  5 6 
Norwich C t. Apr 1 4  1 8 5 6  
Paris Ky. Nov 5 1 8 5 6  
Pittsburgh Pa. Jul 1 2  1 8  5 6 
Port Lavaca Tex Oct 2 9 1 8  5 6 
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Princeton Ills.  Apr 12 18 5 6 
Richmond Va. May 1 9  1 8 5 6  
Rock Island Ill. Jul 8 1 8  5 6 
Rondout N. Y. Mar 5 ,  1 8 5 6  
Rutland Vt. Jun 5 1 8 5 6  ( Red ) 
Rutland Vt. Nov 2 6  1 8 5 6  
Sacramento City Cal. Nov 1 9  1 8 5 6  
St. Anthonys Falls M .  T. Apr 1 0  1 8 5 6  
St. Joseph Mo. Jul 2 6  1 8 5 6  
Saint Paul M .  T .  Jun 1 8  1 8 5 6  
St. Louis M o  Jun 2 1 8 5 6  
Salem M s  Nov 8 1 8 5 6  ( Red ) 
Seymour Ct. Aug 1 1  1 8 5 6  ( Blue) 
Sonora Cal.  Feb 1 18 5 6 
South Danvers Ms. Jan 2 1 8 5 6  ( No circle around the postmark ) 
Springfield 0. Mar 6 1 8  5 6 
Sumter S. C. Nov 5 1 8 5 6  ( Red ) 
Syracuse N. Y. Apr 2 4  1 8 5 6  
Trenton N .  J .  Apr 7 1 8 5 6  
Trenton N .  J .  Jun 1 1  1 8 5 6  ( Red ) 
Troy N. Y. Oct 1 2  1 8 5 6  ( With and without PAID at the bottom of the postmark ) 
Waltham Mass. Sep 1 1  1 8 5 6  
Washington D .  C .  Jan 1 1  1 8 5 6  
Washington City D .  C .  Sep 1 5  1 8 5 6  
Washington City D .  C .  FREE Jan 1 9  1 8 5 6  
Westchester Pa. Sep 1 6  1 8 5 6  
Westfield Ms. Apr 2 1  1 8 5 6  
Worcester Ms. Sep 5 1 8 5 6  
Yreka Cal. Oct 1 5  1 8 5 6  

"Mention should b e  made o f  the fact that on the Type I 3 c  1 8 5 7  perforated 
stamps the 1 8  5 7 year-date is the commonest, while the 1 8  5 9 year-date is little if any 
scarcer. The 1 8 5 8  year-date is the only other one found, excepting very rarely. 
The use, during the year 1 8 5 9 ,  of certain of the plates made for the imperforate 
stamps is the reason why this date is not rare. As for the perforated Type I I  
stamps, t h e  1 8 5 7  year-date is scarce because the new plates bearing this type of 
stamp were used comparatively little during this year. The 1 8 5 8 ,  1 8 5 9 ,  and 1 8 6 0  
year-dates are equally common. The 1 8 6 1  year-dates are slightly rarer because the 
issue was superseded late in this year. 

" Certain year-dated cancellations which appeared later than those in the list, 
that is, from 1 8 5 7  to 1 8 6 1  inclu sive, are for one reason or another unusual and 
worthy of description. Year-dates may be found which are particularly tiny in 
comparison to the balance of the postmark. Three excellent examples of this are, 
PEKIN, ILLS., in black which shows a tiny 1 8 5 9  year-date above the month and 
day date, TREMONT, PA., with either the 1 8 6 0  or 1 8 6 1  year-date in very small 
type below the month and day date, and CENTER SANDWICH, N. H., with an 1 8 6 0  
year-date s o  small that i t  i s  almost microscopic. As an example of a year-date of 
more than an ordinary size, Seneca Falls, N. Y.,  may be found with both the 1 8 6 0  
and 1 8 6 1  year-date illustrating this. Waltham, Mass . ,  i n  1 8 5 6  also used a large 
year-date and the type of the letters in the postmark is very unusual. Rarely a 
town cancellation may be found with the year-date abbreviated to the last two 
figures. The postmaster at Cheneyville, La., lacking the ordinary year-date was 
able to show one by taking separate figures which before had been used for the 
day of this month, and putting a ' 5 8 '  ( an abbreviation of 1 8 5 8 ) below the month 
in the postmark and adding the day date above in manuscript. Boston, Mass., did 
a very similar thing although I have not seen more than one or two examples. Such 
a postmark in black reading· 'Boston Oct 1 5 8' has been seen on the back of a letter 
sent from there to the Dead Letter Office. The ' 5 8 '  undoubtedly stands for ' 1 8 5 8 . '  

"Beverly, Mass., used an old town postmark during 1 8 6 0  at least, including 
the year-date. The day and month are on the same line and it was the habit of  
the postmaster to  put  the day-date both before and after the month. One queer 
error of this has been seen in which the date is stated ' 1 2  Jun 1 3 . '  Auburndale, 
Mass., used a postmark, at least in 1 8 60 ,  in which both the name of the town and 
the year-date ( the latter at the bottom of the postmark ) are between two circles, 
while the day and month date is in the center. The inner circle is made of a wavy 
line.' ' 

(End of Chase Quotation. ) 

Regarding the New York 1853 year-dated postmark, this marking is further 
described in Chapter No. 44. 
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'l'wo COLOR MARKINGS 
As mentioned above quite a few post offices used one color for the postmark 

and another color for the obliteration. 'r h e  following have been noted : 

Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Owensboro, Ky . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Bridgewater, Ms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Boscawen, N. H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Pittsfield, Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Baltimore, Md. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Saco, Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Hartford, Conn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pittsfield, Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cincinnati, Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Sharon, Pa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petersburg, Va . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Postmal'k 
Red 

Black 
Blue 
Blue 

Magenta 
Orange 

Blue 
Ultramarine 

Green 

NATCHEZ, l\'Irss. 

Obliteration 
Black & Blue 

Black 
Brown 

Bluish-Green 
Grey-Green 

Red 
Black 
Green 
Black 
Black 
Black 

Brownish-Black 
Blue 

Figure 43 J, illustrates quite a scarce postmark. The cover from which 
this was traced is addressed to Philadelphia, and has a 3c 1857, Type II, tied 
by this marking. 

Figure 43 L. 

Fig·ure 43 J. Figure 43 K. 



Chapter XXXXIV. 

NEW YORK AND BOSTON POSTAL MARKINGS. 

NEW YORK 

D
URING the period 1851-1861 , New York City used a large variety of 

handstamps to postmark and cancel the large volume of mail (for that 
day ) ,  both domestic and foreign, that passed thru that office. No attempt 

will be made in this chapter to list all the known markings, but rather those 
that I have studied and collected. 

First we will consider some of the markings found on both the One Cant 
and Three Cent stamps, or either of them, including both postmarks used to 
l'<i.ncel the stamps, and regular obliterating markings. 

We will describe these separately under the following classifications, so that 
these divisions may assist specialists to form a basis for a check list . 

( 1 )  The Square Gridiron. 
( 2 )  The Round Gridiron. 
( 3 )  The Dated Postmark. 
( 4 ) The Dated Postmark with one, two, three or four bars. 
( 5 )  Postmark with slug below date. 
( 6 )  The Circular Marking, with "NEW YORK" and a rectangular slug in the 

center, no date. 
( 7 )  The " 5 1 " year date ? 
( 8 )  The 1 8 5 3  year date. 
( 9 )  Year dated postmarks. 

( 1 0 )  Year dated with " Paid" postmarks. 
( 1 1 )  The California Ocean Mail Postmarks. 
( 1 2 )  Comb ination Postmark and Gridiron on one handstamp. 

Unpaid Mail Postmarks 

( A )  Postmark-Dated-" l ct" 
( B )  Postmark-Dated-" 5cts" 
( C )  Postmark-"NEW-1 0-YORK" and date 
( D )  Postmark-"NEW YORK 2 "  

Postmarks 

P1·epaid-Stampless 

( E )  Postmark-Dated " Paid l et" 
( F )  Postmark-Dated " Paid 2 cts" 
( G )  Postmark-Dated " Paid 3cts" 
( H )  Postmark-Dated "Paid 6cts" 
( I )  Postmark-Dated "Paid 1 0 "  
( J )  Postmark-Dated-" 6cts" 

With " PAID" outside of circle at bottom in a curved line. 
( K )  Postmark-"NEW-YORK" 

Center blank. 

THE SQ UARE GRIDIRON-Figure 44 A illustrates various New York 
City markings. In the upper left corner is a tracing of the ' ' square gridiron. ' '  
This marking was used in red on the 5c New York Postmaster stamps, and also 
in red on the 5c and lOc 1847 >:tamps. Occasionally a red round gridiron was 
used at New York on the 1847 stamps but such a marking is quite scarce. When 
the 1851 stamps were issued, the square grid was in common use. 

In the Edward S. Knapp collection is a first day use of the One Cent stamps 
from New York. T h e  cover is addressed to Lockport, N. Y. and is postmarked 
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in red Jul 1 ( 1851 ) .  A horizontal strip of three One Cent stamps from Plate 
One Early is tied by several Red square grids. 

Chase stated in his book, the earliest use of the 3c stamp he had seen from 
New York was July 3, 1851. The cover had a red New York postmark and the 
3e stamp was tied by the red square grid. I have a folded circular mailed from 
New York to Newport, R. I. The le Plate One E arly stamp is tied by the square 
grid in b lack. The circular is dated July 1 ,  1851 and is an announcement of 
the formation of a new partnership.  It has a manucript notation " July 1,  
1851 .  ' '  

This circular may have been mailed on ,July 1 ,  1851,  but if not, i t  is probable 
it was mailed very soon after that date. It is the earliest ( n use I have seen 
of the black grid on 1851 stamps. It is possible red square grids were used in 
the first few days of July 1851 to cancel stamps on first class mail, and black 
square grids were used on circulars. 

Chase listed July 8, 1851 as the earliest use he had seen of this marking in 
black on a 3c. Red and blacks probably were used during July and the first 
half of August on the 3c, but after that time, red was evidently ui:;ed very seldom 
for cancelling the 3c stamps. 

With the exception of the Knapp cover, I have only seen one copy of the 
le cancelled with the square grid in red. Chase stated he had only seen two 
copies of the 3c with the red square grid and the latest use he recorded of this 
on a 3c was August 19, 1851.  His latest record of the use of the black was 
Dec.  11 ,  1851.  During the us� of the black, red dated postmarks were used on 
the faces of covers. It is quite possible the red was used to a much lesser extent 
than we suppose. 

Uef�W 
�.�� 

. �,�•s",..�� 'f· . . . ., 

Figure 44 B. Ne,,· York Squal.·e Gridiron. 

Figure 44 B illustrates a cover with a 3c orange-brown tied by this scarce 
marking in black. The postmark is in red. I have a vertical pair of the le 
with the black grid off cover. It is possible this paid the le 1851--two cent 
circular rate. 

THE ROUND GRIDIRON-Some few covers with round grids are known 
used from New York in 1851 but I have never seen a domestic cover with a 
le cancelled by this marking. Chase lists the earliest known use as Julv 12 1851 
and the latest as Dec.  24, 1851. 

• ' ' 

In referring to the use of round red grids I am only listing domestic uses. 
Round grids were used on foreign mail and it is possible these handstamps in 
red were reserved especially for this purpose. I have seen several covers to 
France dated October 1851, with the stamps t i ed by b lack 1·ound grids, and a 
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red New York postmark on the face of the cover. No origin other than New 
York is indicated on these items. 

THE DATED POSTMAH,K-Evidently about the first of August the New 
York Post Office commenced to cancel the 3c stamps with black dated postmarks. 
Chase listed h is earliest use as Aug. 12th, 1851,  but Mr. Eugene Jaeger has a 
use of Aug. 8th and Aug. 1 1th, 1851.  

THE DATED POSTMARK WITH BARS-At some period in August and 
possibly even as early as July of 1851, dated postmarks with one to four bars 
under the date came into use. Chase records the earliest use he noted on a 3c as 
September 4, 1851,  but it is possible these bar markings were used on le circular 
mail much earlier. 

Figure 44 C is a plate illustrating tracings of various New York markings. 
Figure 44 D illustrates different markings on the le stamps. I believe the 

three bars " Jul 13 " as shown on both of these plates is 1851 rather than 1852. 
Practically all le uses I have seen of the two, three, and four bars have been on 
circular mail. These bar markings are rather scarce on the Plate One Early 
stamps, but are not exactly scarce on the Type IV stamps used in 1852. Chase 
gave Dec. 27, 1852 as the latest use he had noted of any of the bar types on the 
3c. My latest of record is April 7, 1853 on a le 'l'ype IV stamp. No doubt 
these handstamps were used at different periods in 1852 on both the le and the 
3c, and continued in use on circular mail prepaid by le stamps in the first half 
of 1853. 

Rochester, N. Y., used a similar postmark, with three bars, on Drop letters 
and p rinted circulars. See Figure 44 D, lower right corner. 

POSTMARK WITH SLUG BELOW DAT.1£-Sometime in 1856 a post
mark was used with a single horizontal slug below the date. This style is illus
trated in the upper left corner of Figure 44 C, the tracing made from a cover 
to Michigan with the marking in black tying a 3c 1851,  " Oct 14, 1856. " This 
is the only one I have seen, but Mr. I1aurence B.  Mason informs me he has three, 
3c domestic rate covers with it and also one cover with the le imperforate, Type 
IV. All of his uses are in 1856. I believe it is rather scarce. 

The tracing to the right with ' ' Apr 2 ' '  is similar but it is a different hand
stamp. This was in Red on a cover to Cuba in 1858. The marking at right in 
the second line with ' ' Feb 21  ' '  is also similar but a different style. This is in 
black tying a 3c 1857, 'l'ype II, used in 1859. A fourth type is shown at left 
in the second line. This is in black and ties a 3c 1857, Type II to cover. 

A fifth type is illustrated on the plate, l�igure 44 L. This is the tracing 
" J  "-" Aug 30 ". This measures 30 1\1.l\f. whereas the one previously mentioned 
on Figure 44 C-Nov. 23, is 29 M.M. The " J "  ties a vertical strip of le 1857, 
to cover, in black to "\Voodbury, Conn. No year shown. 

I have a very incomplete record of these five types. A sixth type is shown 
in the second line dated " Aug 21 ". This is in black and ties a le 1857, Type V 
to a wrapper. No year is indicated but the use is no doubt 1858 or 1859. 

Figure 44 C.  In the third line to left is  a mar king " Oct-bar-22 " ,  in 
black, the marking and grid tying a 3c 1857, Type II and a le  1857, Type V 
to the cover. The use is 1860. 'l'he  postmark and grid were evidently combined 
on one handstamp. 

POSTMARK WITH RECTANGUiiAR SLUG-Printed circulars dated 
late in 1851 show use of a rather scarce marking, which has a big rectangular 
slug in the center in place of the date. To the left of the slug is " NEW" and 
to the right " YORK ".  See Figure 44 A, second marking to left in top row. 
Two other examples are shown in the center row to right in Figure 44 D. Also 
see Figures 39 H, (Nov 5 1851 ) 39 J, and 39 K, (July 1852) in Chapter No. 39. 

The earliest use I have seen of this odd marking is the cover illustrated in 
39 H, Nov. 5, 1851,  and the latest use, the 39 K, July 1852. It  is  always found 
in black. In searching for records of this marking, I failed to find examples in 
two prominent eastern collections of New York City Postal Markings. I believe 
it was used only on printed circulars as I have never seen its use on a Drop letter. 
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Figure 44 E. New York ( 1) ,  
I n  addition to the covers illustrated, I have three Plate One :Early stamps, 

off cover, showing its use. A similar type with two slugs is illustrated, Figure 
44 E, a Type IV stamp, ( Black) . 'l.'his type must be quite scarce as this stamp 
is the only example I have ever seen. 

Philadelphia used a similar handstamp for circular mail, with a slug in 
place of the date. 

THE " 51 "  YEAR DATB �-This marking is illustrated on the plate, 
Figure 44 C, the fourth tracing at left from the top. It has three bars with 
" Oct " above and " 51 "  below. I have seen but one example of this ( in black) 
and the tracing was made from the photograph, hence the notation ' ' incorrect 
size. " The use was on a printed circular tying a single le imperforate, with 
a date on the circular of " October 1851 ". It is possible this handstamp actually 
meant " October 1851 ", but it may have been intended for " Oct  1 5 "  with the 
' '  5 ' '  placed before the ' '  1 '  '. If so it is a strange coincidence that the error 
made the correct year date. 

The type for the days were in sets from 1 to 31 inclusive, hence if ' '  15 ' '  
was intended there was little exc

.
use to use a ' '  l ' ' and a ' '  5 ' '  and place the 

" 5 "  before the " l ". Few may agree with me but I am i nclined to believe this 
handstamp was used only on circular mail in October 1851, and that the " 51 "  
was intended for " 1851 ". I would like very much to see similar items. 

THE " 1853 " YEAR-DATE-On the Plate, Figure 44 C, near the left 
bottom, is illustrated an example of the rather scarce, but well known 1853 
year-dated postmark used by the New York Post Office i n  July 1853. For 
many years I have been interested in this marking and have kept a photographic 
record of all examples that I could. locate in collections thruout the country. 
This marking was used, so far as we know, only from July 11 to July 26 inclusive, 
a total of sixteen days. It was from my record of uses that Chase made the 
statement in  his book " and each day during this period has been seen . " 

In  1853, July 11th fell on Monday, and July 26th on Tuesday. During the 
sixteen days, two dates fell on Sunday, the 17th and 24th. My record shows 
the following, a total of 32 copies of the 3c, on and off cover, one horizontal strip 
of three of the 3c, off cover, six single le, on and off cover, one horizontal pair 
of the le  on cover, and one U. S. 3c 1853 envelope. 

My record shows one 3c used on .July 17th ( Sunday) , one 3c on July 24th 
( Sunday) ,  and six singles of the 3c used on July 15th (Friday ) , which is the 
largest known uses of any single date. One 3c single off cover, shows no day 
date, but only " Jul - - 1853. " This is heavily impressed and does not look 
like the day date failed to print. Chase in his book, suggested that possibly an 
order from Washington was the reason the use of the year-date was discontinued. 
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Various editions of the P. L. & R. contain no prohibition against using 
year-dates in postmarks. We have no explanation as to why the use of this 
handstamp was discontinued, nor can I imagine any reason why the Post Office 
Department at Washington could possibly have taken sufficient notice of it to 
forbade its use. 

I have only seen several covers with the le cancelled by this marking and 
both were printed circulars. 

My earliest recorded use is July 11th, 1853, but we are by no means positive 
this was the first date it was used. ,July 10th fell on Sunday, and the Sunday 
dates are very rare, therefore it is possible this handstamp was actually used 
for a longer period than sixteen days. 

This marking is also illustrated on the plate Figure 44 D, and two examples 
are shown on the plate Figure 42 C .  

The U. S. Catalogue lists an 1853 year-dated postmark under both the 
Type I I and IV imperforates. I have never seen a Type II stamp with this 
marking, and it could only occur on a stamp from 4 R 1 L (the only Type II  
on Plate One Late ) or on a stamp from Plate One Early. Plate One Early had 
not been used since May 1852 and stamps from this plate used in the middle or 
latter part of 1853 are very rare. I seriously doubt if any Type II stamp is 
known with an 1853 year-dated postmark. 

YEAR-DATED POSTMARKS-Subsequent to the 1853 use of a year
dated postmark, Chase recorded the next earliest use by New York of such a 
type, as Sep. 21 , 1855 (Red) :md the second, as Oct. 25, 1855, (black ) . I have 
no record of an 1855 use on the le. 

YE AR-DATED WITH " PAID " POSTMARKS-Several different types 
-0f this marking are known with different year dates, and they were no doubt 
prepared for use on certain classes of foreign mail. In the bottom corner of 
Figure 44 C is a tracing of one of these markings, in red on a stampless cover to 
Canada. This is June 17, 1856. Chase listed " Jan. 3, 1856" as the earliest 
he had seen and it is quite probable they did not come into use until 1856. He 
also listPd, " Apr 1, 1856 (Red ) . "  

Inasmuch as postage stamps were required on all first class domestic mail 
after Jan. 1, 1856, but not required on certain classes of foreign mail, it is 
apparent there was little need for a postmark of this type for the former. 

The marking is not especially scarce on 3c stamps used in 1857 and 1858. 
I have seen its use, in b lack, tying a l e  1851 , Type IV, to a piece of � wrapper 
used to Oroville, Calif., ' ' Jun 4, 1857. ' '  C W. R. Parker) .  I n  the upper right 
corner of Figure 44 C is an example which tied a 3c 1857 to cover on Sep. 23, 
1857. 

CALIFORNIA OCEAN MAIL POSTl\·iARKS-The best known of these 
markings had " NEW " at the left, and " YORK " at the right, with a small 
gridiron ( without outer circle) at the top between the New and York. Beneath 
this grid was the month and day. Two examples on le 1851 stamps are illus
trated in the second row of F'i.gure 44 D. They are described in Chapter No. 50. 

COMBINATION POSTMARK AND GRIDIRON-Probably to  save time 
in the handstamping of mail, the New York Post Office adopted a cancelling 
device in 1860 which had the postmark and a round gridiron (without outer 
circle) on the same handstamp. Some three or four different types of these 
handstamps were in use by 1861, perhaps more . 

In the lower left corner of Figure 44 C, is a tracing of a typical example. 
This coyer was dated Apr 22 ( J 861 ) ,  and had a 3c 1857, Type II and a le 1857, 
Type III A (Plate 11) t ied in black by this marking. The grid shows eight 
lines. 'l'he third tracing at left from top on Figure 44 C shows a type with 
six rather heavy bars in the grid, the use Oct. 22, 1860. This postmark shows 
a bar between the month and dav. 

Perhaps the rarest of these
. 
combination markings is the type as illustrated 

in the lower right center of Fignre 44 C. In the illustration it is marked " very 
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Fig·ure 44 F. 
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scarce type. " This particular use tied a 3c 1857, in black, to cover, Feb. 23, 
1861 . Chase stated in his book, this marking was used ' ' to an extremely limited 
extent early in the year 1 861. The earliest and latest dates noted are : Jan 22, 
1861 and March 28. 1861 ". 

In the upper right top of Figure 44 F, is illustrated the March 28th men
tioned by Chase. The grid h a cl twelve bars. In addition to the two examples 
illustrated I have a cover '"it l 1  a single 3c 1 8;)7, Type JI tied in black by this 
marking on Feb. 5 ,  1861. See Figure 44 G. 

'� /  t'{ / 

Figure 44 G. New York. 

S'l'AMPLESS MAIL POS'l'MAl�KS-July 1, 1851-April 1 , 1855. New 
York used two classes of handstamps during the period July 1, 1851 to April 1, 
1855. The1:;e are : ( 1 )  Postrnrl?'ks applied to prepaid, but sta.rnpless rnail. We 
will only consider, for the present, these prepaid markings on ( A )  First class 
domestic mail, (B ) Drop Letters, ( C) Printed Circulars. Such markings were 
intended to be always applied in Red, and this color was generally used. Though 
these markings were originally only intended for mail withoiit starnps, we fre
quently find some of the postmarks were used to actually cancel the stamps. 

(2 ) Poistrnarks cipplied to UNPA ID MAIL. For the present we will only 
consider the ones used on, (A ) First class domestic mail, (B ) Drop Letters, ( C )  
Printed Circulars. Such markings were intended to be applied only in black. 
Though these markings were only prepared for unpaid mail, we find c�rtain of 
them were used to cancel the Htamps. 

First, we will describe some of these markings found on nnpaid m ail. 
Postrnark-Datedr--" let". This type is illustrated on the plate, Figure 

44 A, the second from top at left. (Jan 16 ) .  In describing this marking, Chase 
stated in his book, page 336, " The town postmark reading ' New York let ' in 
black, sometimes used as a Carrier cancellation is also found on 3c 1851 's " . I 
am quite sure the Chase statement is an error because I have never seen any 
use of this marking that had any relation to a Carrier use or Carrier cancella
tion. On the contrary it was intended solely for impaid Drop Letters. The rate 
on iinpaid circulars was double the prepaid rate, hence it did not apply to such 
mail. There was no penalty on unpaid Drop Letters. 

We frequently find this "Drop marking " was used to cancel le stamps on 
Printed Circulars. 'fherefore it was used for two purposes : 

(A) On nnpaid Drop J,etters, such uses showing the marking as a " Rated 
Postrnark. ' '  

(B ) Tying l e  stamps to Drop Letters or printed circulars, such uses show
ing the marking as a cancellation. 
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Practically all uses I have seen as a cancellation, were on printed circulars. 
Mr. L. B. Mason has a 3c 1851 tied to a cover by this marking, probably the only 
such use known. 

The earliest record I have of the use of this marking is July 26th, 1851 
(Robt. F. Chambers ) ,  and the latest, Dec. ? 1 855 (L. B . Mason ) .  

During the four and a ha lf years period this marking was in use, it is 
possible three or four handstamps were used but if  so they were all apparently 
of the same type. 

Figure 44 D (at top ) illustrates three examples of this marking as a can
cellation on le stamps. 

Postmark-Dated-" 5cts". This marking is illustrated by two different 
types on the plate, Figure 44 A, in the lower right corner. One is marked "A" 
(Aug 4 )  the other " B "  (Mar 6 ) .  It is possible there were other types but these 
two are the only ones I have ever seen. Th is marking was used on unpaid first 
class domestic mail and was only intended to be applied in black. It denoted 
" 5cts was due on delivery " . Such uses are " rated postmarks. " Chase stated 
this marking is known in black as a cancellation on the 3c 1851. I have seen one 
example where it was applied in black on a le 1851, Type IV with use in 1852. 

Figure 44 H. Rated "UNPAID-DUE 5 CENTS." 

Figure 44 H illustrates a cover with a " 3c 1851 " bisect tied by this mark
ing in black. The use of this marking on this cover shows clearly t hat the 
bisect was not recognized and the letter was rated as imparid, due 5cts. This 
cover is a printed circular and the bisect was supposed to pay the le rate, but 
the circular had a notation in writing, hence the bisect was disregarded. 

Chase illustrated a similar item in his book on page 214, a 3c bisect tied 
with this same marking in black. He stated this was 
"an unsealed circular from New York City * * * to Oswego, N. Y. While the 
entire circular is present it bears no date whatever. It is entirely printed and shows 
no handwriting at all except the address on the face * * * The fact the ' 5cts' 
appears in the postmark means nothing as this handstamp was not infrequently used 
by error on letters bearing 3c  stamps. "  
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Inasmuch as this cover shows no handwriting, the bisect was no doubt 
recognized and as Chase states, the marking as appl ied was an error. Figure 
37 F (Chapter 37 ) illustrates a cover showing the first day use of the unpaid 
5c rate, July 1, 1851. 'fhe marking on this cover is the Type "A". 

Figure 44 J. Un1mid-Due 10 Cents. 

Postmark " New-10-York " and date. Figure 44 J illustrates this type, 
a cover with date of Dec. 5th, 1854. A tracing of the marking is illustrated in 
Chapter No. 50. This marking was probably used exclusively for unpaid mail 
addressed to points in California and Oregon. It shows the unpaid collect rate 
of 10 cts. (Prepaid was 6c ) .  At this period, all mail from the eastern states 
addressed to California and Oregon went by l\fail Steamer from New York 
to Panama, thence across the Isthmus and by mail steamer to San Francisco. 
The mails (this period ) left New York, semi-monthly on the 5th, and 20th of 
each month, unless these dates fell on Sunday in which events the ships sailed 
the day following ( 6th or 21st ) .  'l'he cover illustrated shows the "Dec. 5th, 
1854 ' '  departure from New York. 

California bound mail bore the dates the Mail Ships sailed from New York. 
Stampless covers showing this marking are quite scarce because as a general 
rule, mail was prepaid. I have only seen four or five covers with this type and 
all were in black. 

Figure 44 li:Ii:. Unp:tid-Due 10 Cents. 

Figure 44 KK illustrates a very scarce marking in use m New York m 
1851, on Un.paid Mail to California. 



124 THE UNITED STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 

For certain classes of foreign mail, New York had special " rated post
marks", for example one of the types used on unpaid mail to Canada, with 
" 10 cts " at the bottom, a marking similar to the one described above with 
" 5cts ". See tracing "D "  on the plate, Figure 44 L. On this same plate the 
tracing ' '  E ' '  was also a foreign marking, but thru error, no doubt, it was used 
in black to cancel a le 1857, Type V single, on a circular addressed to Ohio. 
This is quite an unusual use. r collection of Wm. C. Michaels) .  

Postmark-" New York 2. " This marking is illustrated on the plate, Figure 
44 A. It is found in black on foreign circulars, principally from Cuba, brought 
by private ships and mailed in the �ew York Post Office. It is included here 
because covers showing it are frequently found among domestic circulars. The 
marking illustrated was on a cover from Matanzas Cuba and dated March 6th, 
1858. Other covers I have seen show uses as early as February 1st, 1855. No 
doubt it was in use much earlier. 

POSTMARKS 

PREPAID-STAMPLESS 

Postmark-Dated ' ' Paid let ' '. 'I'he plate, Figure 44 A illustrates three 
types of this " rated postmark ". They are listed as types "Bl", " B2 "  and 
"B3 ". 

These handstamps were used on prepaid stampless Drop Letters and printed 
circulars, and are always in red. The great majority I have seen were on 
circulars. I have no record of these markings on a 3c 1851, but in the Edward 
S. Knapp collection is a Drop fatter with a le 1851, Type IV, tied to the 
cover with the "Bl" marking in red. See Figure 39 C-Chapter No. 39. So 
far as I know this cover is unique. My earliest recoed of use is Aug. 19, 1851 
(Robt. F. Chambers) and the latest, Aug. 3, 1853. (Eugene Jaeger ) .  

Regarding the 'l'ype B2. lVIy earliest record of use is January 28, 1853 
(S. B. A. ) ,  and the latest, April 1, 1857 (E . S. Knapp ) .  

Regarding the Type B3, my earliest record of use is Dec. 31, 1854 ( S. B. A. ) 
and the latest, April 22, 1855. (Robt . F. Chambers) .  

Postmark-dated " Pa id 2cts ". This marking is illustrated on the plate, 
Figure 44 A. It was prepared for prepaid circulars of a distance of over 500 
miles, a rate that was only in effect from July 1, 1851 to September 30th, 1852. 
It is found in red, but covers showing its use are quite scarce. lVIy earliest 
record of use is July 22, 18fi l , and the latest, March 11 , 1852. This is very 
incomplete. 

Postmark-Dated-" Paid .'Jets ". Four types of this marking are illus
trated on the plate, Figure 44 A .  Types " Q " ,  "R" and " S "  were placed into 
use subsequent to July 1, 1851, but the large one with ' ' PAID ' '  in a straight 
line was a hold-over and dates back to uses in 1847. 

These bandstamps were used on prepaid stample8s first class domestic mail 
for distances less than 3000 miles. On such covers they are alway found in red. 
These markings are unknown on the 3c 1851, so far as my record shows, but I 
have one copy of the l e  1 851 with the Type "R"  in red. This is the only one 
I have ever seen. 

In describing markings from various cities thruout the country which had 
"Paid 3cts ", Chase stated in his book, page 325, " These were undoubtedly in
tended for use on prepaid covers that did not bear stamps, but all of them 
excepting the New York postmark have been seen on 3c 1851 covers". 

Regarding the large one of the 1847 period. l<..,rom July 1st, 1847 to ,July 
1st, 1851, the prepaid rate on printed circulars was 3c. (Prepayment was re
quired) .  When the various rates were changed on ,July 1st, 1851, this old 
printed circular marking wa:s thereafter used for some months to postmark 
(in red ) ,  first class domestic prepaid stampless mail. It is not known as a 
cancellation on any stamps. Several types of this marking were in use during 
the 1847-1851 period. The latest record I have of its use is Nov. 21, 1851. 
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Regarding Type " Q ", my record shows the earliest use as ,July 3, 1851, 
(Hobt. F. Chambers ) ,  and the latest November 18 , 1853, (Robt. F. Chambers ) . 
For Type "R" the earliest of record is July 1, 1851 ( fJ . B. Mason ) and the 
latest, September 30th, 1854. For the 'rype " S  ", the earliest, December 18, 
1854, latest December 6, 1855. (Robt. F. Chambers ) .  

A fourth type (T ) is known ·which is not illustrated, it is similar to the 
"R ", except that the " C'rS " is in capital letters. Only one cover is known 
with this marking. 

I am deeply grateful to ::\Iessrs. Robt. F. Chambers and Laurence B. Mason 
for all of the data they furnished me on the above One Cent and 'rhree Cent 
markings. 

" Postniark-dated-Paid 6cts". This marking is illustrated on the plate, 
Figure 44 A. I believe it was prepared for prepaid stampless mail for Cali
fornia but if so I lrnYe never seen such a use, but only on covers showing a 
double rate to eastern cities. It is always in red. A list of early and late uses 
would be appreciated. 

Fig·ure 44 IC. Ne'v Yqrk }>rep.aid St.anl}lless. 

Postmark-Dated at bot tom-Paid .10-at top. Figure 44 K illustrates a 
cover showing a marking that was probably only used from April 1, 1855 to 
January 1, 1856. This marking was no doubt made for the new California 
rate of lOc that went into effect on April 1, 1855. After January 1st, 1856, 
the use of postage stamps 1rns required on such prepaid mail. This handstamp 
therefore was probably only u5ed on prepaid stampless mail going to California 
during the above period. It was applied in red. I have only seen two examples 
of this marking. The one illustrated shows the date of the sailing of the Mail 
Steamer for Panama, June 20th, 1855. 

An interesting cover is owned by ,J ack Hughes of Oakland, California. 
There is no actual indication of the year of use of this item, but there is little 
question the year was 1855 br�e:ause of two things ; first, the use as explained 
above, and second, the date, which is August 6th. 'l'his shows the Mail Steamer 
left New York on the 6th when the regular date was the 5th, unless this date 
fell on a Sunday. In 1855, August 5th was Sunday. A tracing of " June 20 " 
marking is illustrated in Chapter No. 51 . 

Postmark-Dated-" 6ds ". with "Paid " outside of circle at bottom in a 
curved line. This marking is illustrated on the plate, Figure 44 L-tracing 
"B ". 'l'his handstamp was evidently prepared for prepaid first class stampless 
mail to California (period ,July 1, 1851 to April 1, 1855 ) .  It i s  i n  red and I 
have only seen one cover showing its use. The date is October 1 1th, 1851 
(Edw. S. Knapp ) .  
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A companion handstamp is the one shown to left, tracing " A ". 'i'his was 
used on the same class of mail pr:or to ,fuly 1, 1851, when t he rate was 40 cts. 
The use of this was October 26, 1850. ft is  in red ( Eclw. S. Knapp ) .  The 
tracing " C "  was the black "rate stamp ", m:ed on mail for California prior to 
July 1, 1851. 

Fi�.,.re 44 M .  Un1mitl New York Drop Letter. 

Postmark-" NEW-YORK-Center Blank. " This interesting marking is 
illustrated on the plate, Figure 44 L, tracing " H  ", and on· a cover, Figure 
44 M, where it was applied in red. This cover is an unpaid Drop Letter with 
the " let " marking in black. The red marking was probably applied thru 
error. No year of use is indicated. This same marking is illustrated on the 
plate, F igure 44 A, in the top row, with a separate PAID handstamp. This 
tracing was taken from a Drop Letter, with a circular enclosed, bearing a date 
of September 16 , 1855. Both the marking and PAID are in red ( collection 
.L. B. Mason ) .  These two covers are the only ones I have ever seen with this 
postmark. 

This odd postmark was probably an old handstamp used in the New York 
Post Office prior to the issue of the 1851 stamps. It may be the one that had 
"NEW" at left and "YORK" at right with " U . S.-CITY-MAIL "-in three 
lines in the center. See Figure 46 K, Chapter 46. The size is the same and the 
letters of New York match perfectly in the positions they both occupy within 
the circle. 

Referring to the plate, Figure 44 A in the upper right corner is a marking 
traced from a le 1851, off cover. This is probably a New York marking used 
on circular mail. If anyone has a cover showing this type and the date of 
use will he kindly advise me. 

Referring to the plate, Figure 44 C. The tracing, second from right in 
the second row, is on a le 1 857-Type V-off cover. This was probably a 
printed circular postmark. 

BOSTON 

Prior to the issue of the 1851 stamps, Boston as a general rule in 1850 and 
early 1851, cancelled the 5c and lOc 1847 stamps with the postmark on face 
of cover in red. 

Chase stated this order was continued for only two or three days after 
July 1, 1851 on the 3c stamps. (See Figure 15 V-Chapter No. 15 ) .  At the 
head of Chapter 15 is illustrated a former Emerson cover showing a first day 
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use of the le from Boston, a folded printed circular. On this cover the post
mark and grid are both in red. I have seen very few covers bearing the le used 
from Boston in the early days of .July, so I am unprepared to state how this 
post office cancelled le stamps on Drop Letters and printed circulars during 
July 1851. 

On the plate, Figure 44 N is a tracing marked "M", the " Boston-8 Jul
lct". This handstamp was undoubtedly prepared to be used on Drop Letters 
and printed circulars. The illustration shows an early m;e in red with a red 
PAID on a circular to Maine. This was probably used in black on unpaid Drop 
Letters, and in · red on stampless prepaid Drops with a red PAID. I do not 
recall its use on a le 1851. 

Circular mail prepaid by Jc Plate One Early stamps in October and Novem
ber show the marking ' '  B ' '  cancelling the le stamps. In November 1851, pre
paid stampless circulars for distances beyond 500 miles show the use of the 
marking " C "  in red with a red "Paid ". This marking is not common. 

THE SMALL BOSTON "PAID" IN GRID-(171;2 M.M. in diameter )
Two examples o f this marking are shown on the plate, Figure 44 N ,  marked 
"A ", the one to left a heavy <:trike, the one to right a normal. This attractive 
little obliteration marking is not common on the :fo 1851, and is decidedly scarce 
on the le. It is found in three colors ; bright-red, piirple-red and black. 
Apparently the reds were used on the 3c stamps only in July 1851, and in black 
on the 3c at various times, from July 1851 to .January 1852. Chase listed the 
following earliest and latest uses known on the 3c : 

Earliest 
Bright red and purple-red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July 7, 1 8 5 1  
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July 1 9 ,  1 8 5 1  

Latest 
July 2 6 ,  1 8 5 1  
January 1 5 ,  1 8 5 2  

Because o f the extreme scarcity o f covers with t h e  l e  stamp showing this 
marking, I am unable to list thr earliest an d latest uses. 

Fig;ure 44 P. S n1 :1 l l  Tio"'ton P41hl i n  G rhl irou. 

Figure 44 P i llustrates a 3c 1851 cover with th i s marking in black, " Nov. 
12, 1851. , ,  

I haYe only one horizon 1 a l  strip of t h e  l e  showing t h e  marking in red, 
and only two strips showing it in black. 
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Figure 15 W, Chapter No. 15, shows the marking in black on a strip of 
Plate One Early stamps. Figure 15 CC, illustrates a cover with the 3c 1851 
used in November 1851, with the marking in black, the postmark in red and the 
' ' U. S. Express Mail-Boston ' '  in black. 

THE LARGE "PAID IN GRID" (24 M.M. in diameter)-In January 
1852 the small marking was superseded by handstamps of the same type, but 
much larger. See tracing " IJ, " Figure 44 N. 

Apparently three or four of these were used, all practically the same, during 
the years 1852 to 1856 inclusive. Late in 1856, some new handstamps of the 
same type were placed in use. These must have been made of metal as the lines 
and letters are finer than on the old ones which were probably made of a hard 
wood. Tracing ' '  E ' '  is a typical example showing the bars at top and bottom 
not joining the outer circle. 

Chase stated the earliest use on the 3c he had noted of the first types was 
January 17, 1852 and the latest, January 14, 1857. 

Tracing "K "  illustrates a "Paid in Circle " obliteration that came into 
use in the late 1858 and was used at various times during 1859 and 1860. O n  
the 3c 1857 the earliest known use i s October 26, 1858 and the latest December 
22, 1860. Tracing "J" shows the "Paid in Rectangle " that came into use 
sometime in June 1861. The earliest known use is June 20th, 1861. This 
marking is quite common on the stamps of the 1861 issue. First class mail 
was nearly always cancelled with one of the above markings in black, with 
different styles of postmarks in red. 

Regarding the postmarks. The tracing ' '  D ' '  is a type that was generally 
used in the early years on prepaid stampless covers, applied in red. Tracing 
"G "  is in black on an unpaid cover to Nova Scotia in 1857. Tracing "N ' "  
occurs in red o n  a cover to Canada i n  December 1853, with three 3c and one' 
le 1851. 

Tracings " Q ", "R", " U ", "V" ,  " vV " and " X ", are all on printed 
'circulars with le stamps. 

The marking ' '  T ' '  was no doubt used for two purposes ; first, on double 
rates, in red, with the "Paid Grid " cancelling the stamps, second, from 1851 ( ? ) 
to April 1, 1855 on mail for California. 

Tracing "H"  illustrates a new marking that came into rather general use 
early in 1858, and was continued thru part of 1860. This is found on covers 
and on stamps in both red and black. I have seen quite a few examples in 
black on the le 1857-Type V. 'l'he earliest and latest uses noted are March 29, 
1858, black and August 20, 1860, red. In the late months of 1860 the marking 
' '  P ' '  came into use and it was usually applied as a postmark only in red. The 
illustration shows the earliest use I have noted-"Dec. 15 "-( 1860 ) . 

Tracing " Q "  is one of the rated postmarks used on mail to England. 
Regarding the marking " Q. "  'l'his printed circular bore a heading 

"Pernambuco, (Brazil ) 29th January 1859. " It has a le 1857, Type V, tied 
by this marking and addressed to Baltimore. One might infer this was a printed 
circular printed in Brazil, brought in bulk, and addressed and mailed in Boston, 
thus obtaining a domestic circular rate. In the case of this particular item it 
was printed in Boston and the only thing foreign about it is the heading. 

In the lower right corner of the plate, Figure 44 F is illustrated a marking 
ocrasionally found on covers mailed to Boston, from other cities, on Drop Letters. 
It is always found in red and the time of day varies. Chase called this a ' ' Carrier 
Cancellation ' '  but I am quite sure it was never used to cancel the 1851 or 1857 
stamps. He stated it was ." most commonly found on letters bearing 3c stamps 
sent to Boston from other tovvns, the carrier postmark thus indicating delivery 
from the post office to the street address. * ,,. * it was not used for any 
length of time, perhaps only a few months in the year 1856. " 

The example illustrated was on the back of a Drop letter with a le 1851j 
Type II, Plate Two, tied by the "Paid-Grid ", second large type, marking in 
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black. On the face was the red postmark type " S  " , Figure 44 N. The date 
was July 8th, 1856. 

Mrs. Hy. de Windt advised me she has a cover showing a much earlier use, 
viz. , .April 19th, 1855, a stampless cover. The marking is similar, but with a 
smaller ornamental frame, and the delivery, 6 o 'clock. 

Examples of these markings are far from being common. 



Chapter XXXXV. 

VARIOUS POSTAL MARKINGS OF PHILADELPHIA, NEW 
ORLE.ANS, CINCINNATI AND OTHER CITIES. 

THIS chapter illustrates and describes certain of the outstanding and 
interesting postal markings of different cities with little attempt made 
to go into any detailed study of any one. 

PHILADEIJPHIA 

At the time the 1851 stamps were issued, Philadelphia was using blue 
almost exclusively for postmarking and cancelling. With the advent of the 3c 
stamps, a blue grid was generally used to cancel the stamps, and a blue post
mark placed on the face of the cover. This method was followed for about 
six weeks, and after the middle of August, both the blue grid and the postmark 
were used to cancel the stamps with the use of the grid being discontinued in 
October. 

My earliest cover with the le stamps shows a use of July 28th, 1851. The 
cover has a vertical strip of three tied by blue grids, with a blue postmark 
showing two breaks in the circle, at top. This marking is the same as the one 
illustrated in the upper left of the plate, Figure 45 A. 

Evidently the use of red ink for prepaid mail, and black for unpaid mail 
was not used to much extent at the Philadelphia Post Office. If a stampless 
letter was prepaid, they generally stamped it ' ' Paid ' '  in blue during the first 
years. If it was unpaid, it was also, as a general rule, postmarked and rated 
in blue with an omission of the ' ' Paid. ' '  

During the years of use of the 1851 imperforate stamps, different types 
of postmarks were used on stampless prepaid first class mail . On the plate, 
Figure 45 A, three of these are illustrated. 'fwo of these read, " 3  cts Paid", 
the third, ' ' Paid 3cts ' ' . It is probable that two of these were old handstamps 
used on circular mail in the 184 7-1851 period. 'fh e one with "Philadelphia Pa. " 
at the top was traced from a blue marking of August 16th, 1851. The " Sep 24" 
was in red on a stampless cover to New Orleans in 1852, and the one in the 
top row was also in red. 

The marking in the upper right corner was in blue on an unpaid letter to 
New Orleans, March 31, 1852. The marking in upper left corner, and the " 1 "  
in a double lined octagon, were both in blue on an unpaid Drop letter used in 
February 1853. The marking in lower left corner was in reel on a double rate 
cover to New Orleans. It is possible this ·was also used in red on prepaid stamp
less mail to California during this period. In the second row, the marking 
' ' Paid let ' '  in a circle was in black on a circular bearing a printed date of 
January 1st, 1855. Tb is is also known in blue on circulars mailed in November 
1855. 

I have only seen one example of the marking with the large " 2  ". No year 
was indicated. The marking " 1  PA I D "  was on a printed circular in blue 
and the use, Sept 4, 1851. 

For first class mail after 1 856, black grids were the common obliteration 
markings. For circular mail after the early part of 1857, black gridirons were 
generally used to cancel the le �:tamps. 

In 1858 a large octagonal postmark was used on first class mail and later a 
smaller one of a similar type came into use. 'fhis is shown on Figure 45 A. 
It was always in black with the stamps cancelled with black grids. 
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Figure 45 A. 

The Philadelphia Office had a number of rate stamps which were used on 
various classes of mail. Various examples are illustrated on the plate, Figure 
45 A. The " 1 "  in the octagon frame was frequently used as an obliteration 
with no special meaning attached to its use. 

In Chapter No. 15 is illustrated a cover, Figure 15 R, with a strip of three le stamps cancelled with this marking. 'rh i s  letter is dated "New York July 11 , 
1851 " and it was carried " aid of the mail " to Philadelphia where it was placed 
in the post office, perhaps in the "Drop " window, where the stamps were can
celled as prepaid " Drops". Such covers as this have been called " Carriers " 
because of the " l "  marking but they are simply covers " carried out of the 
mail. " The " 2 "  in the double circle is of the 1847-1 851 period, a marking 
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used in blue on Drop letters. The ' '  12 ' '  in the double circle was also of the 
pre-1851 period. It was a " Ship letter " rate stamp, used for mail to towns 
distant from Philadelphia and requiring a lOc rate, plus the 2c Ship letter fee, 
a total of 12c due on delivery. · 

The ' '  6 ' '  in the octagon was one of the ' ' Ship 6 ' '  markings. It was used 
in blue, both before July 1st, 1851 and after. It was the ship rate for letters 
brought into the Port of Philadelphia by private vessels, deposited in the Post 
Office, for local delivery, with 6c postage due. 

The " 5 "  in the circle, applied in blue, is one of several similar rate mark
ings dating back to 1845. Up to July 1, 1851, this marking was frequently 
used on unpaid first class mail, and after that date it was frequently used for 
the same purpose, when the unpaid rate was the same as the previous paid or 
unpaid rate. (First class mail according to distance ) .  

It was also used as a " Ship letter " rating after July 1, 1851 on letters 
brought to Philadelphia and addressed to outside points. The rate being regular 
postage of 3c plus the Ship fee of 2c or 5c to be collected on delivery. 'rhe 
tracing-two handstamps, ' ' Ship ' '  ' '  5 ' '  was the same as above, applied in black 
in 1856. The marking in the lower corner of the plate, Figure 45 A, is an 
example of one of the Philadelphia red markings used on foreign mail . This 
is one of a number used principally on mail to France after April 1st, 1857. 

The marking "Rec 'd Feb 8 "  illustrated on the plate, Figure 45 E was 
used at Philadelphia in the late Fifties and early Sixties. This marking was 
in black, tying a 3c 1857, 'rype II to cover, the use, 1860. 

NEW ORLEANS 

The plate, Figure 45 B illustrates a few New Orleans markings that are 
frequently seen on covers to or from this city. A great amount of mail was 
brought to New Orleans in the 1850 's by steamboats and ships, hence many 
covers have these interesting markings and they are described in other chapters. 

The "Paid 1 "  and "Drop I "  were both intended for Drop letters but both 
markings were frequently used for other purposes. 'l'hey .yere both applied 
in red, black, and blue. Usually the "Paid l "  was applied to a prepaid stamp
less Drop letter but I have also noted covers which had the Carrier fee prepaid 
in cash and this marking was thus used to indicate the payment of this fee. 
' ' Drop 1 ' '  in black generally indicated the postage was unpaid. 

The marking with the ' ' Paid ' '  in a circle evidently was an old handstamp 
of the pre-1851 period. I have seen a use of this ( in red ) on a printed circular 
of 1%3 with a le 1851 cancelled by a black grid. 

The heavy black postmark " 6  APR" was generally used on foreign mail 
and I have noted a number of such uses during 1858 to 1861. 'rhe letters were 
very close to the circle. Several handstamps were in use for " Ship letters ". 
The one in the lower left corner was used during the 1847-1851 period and for 
some years thereafter. 

The small ' ' Ship 6 ' '  was a different type of the ' ' Ship ' '  markings. Both 
of these were for letters brought by private ships for local delivery. The 
" Steamship 10 " is a marking which is very similar to the same types used at 
New York. This was always applied in black. 

The large postmark in the lower right corner is quite distinctive. It was 
usi;d in red on different classes of first class domestic and foreign mail. Thei 
marking at lower left ' ' ,JUN 3 '' with the open letters is a rather scarce post
mark. Its use on this particnlar cover in black, a rate to France, was "June 
3rd, 1856 ' '. The red marking at middle right ' ' Apr 6 '' is a typical type found 
on " Steamboat covers". The "Way 5" is in black. 
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During the 1847-1851 period, Cincinnati eYidently had at least two different 
handstamps that were used on prepaid circular mail. One read ' '  3 P .AID ' ', 
the other "Paid 3cts". .After July 1st, 1851, when the prepaid domestic rate 
was reduced to 3c, these " Old Printed Circular " handstamps were continued in 
use, largely to postmark prepaid stampless :first class single rate letters, and in 
certain cases to postmark and cancel stamps paying the 3c rate. 
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The large marking in the center of the top row of the plate, Figure 45 C, 
illustrates one of these old markings. In this use, the marking had no month 
or day date, it was in red and was used on a prepaid Printed Circular in 1850. 
To the left of this is an illustration of the same marking in red on a prepaid 
stampless first class letter to Detroit. In addition to the postmark, the cover 
has a red "PAID". I have seen a first day cover, July 1st, 1851, with a 3c 
1851 orange-brown, with this same marking in red and the stamp tied by a red 
gridiron. 

An illustration is shown of the second old circular handstamp at left, the 
second from bottom, with the " Sep 12 ". This cover had a 3c 1851 tied by a 
black grid, the postmark in red-brown and the ' ' Paid ' '  in red, the use Septem
ber 12th, 1851. These old markings were continued in use for only several 
months, but at rare intervals in 1852 the first mentioned type was again used. 
They are extremely rare on the 3c 1851, and I have never seen a use of either 
one on the le. Evidently their use was soon superseded by the use of several 
handstamps like the " Oct 17" in the middle of the second row on the plate. 
This marking was used at various times as a postmark only on the face of the 
cover with the stamps cancelled by blue or black grids, and at other times to 
cancel the stamps. The use illustrated was in blue and tied a strip of le to 
the cover. 

1' 
B l ac K 0 1, 

..34 1 ss7 - ul'lcon-. nt o n .  

Figure 4:i D. 

RED iJllO°"'r' . 

<:- O n 1 4 5 1 
P 1 . 1 "'  
Proh<>bly  
Nevv Yo ri<;. 

Sc<1 r-c c. lypc. 

For prepaid stampless mail the marking as illustrated in the upper corner 
of the plate, Figure 45 D came into use late in 1851. This marking and the 
separate large "Paid " were generally applied in a red-brown. For unpaid 
first class mail, the ,marking on the plate, Figure 45 C, to right in second ·row 
"May 3-5" was generally used and applied in blue. This marking was in use 
up to April 1st, 1855. 

Figure 45 G illustrates a marking of which I have seen very few examples. 
It was used principally on 1tnpaid Drop letters, and possibly it may exist on 
unpaid printed circulars. The " 1  UN. PD", means "1 cent unpaid. " Several 
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Drop covers I have seen bore no dates, hence the earliest rceord I have of a 
use is "March 25, 1853 " . All covers I have seen show it in blue. 

My latest use is Dec. 21, 1859 (in blue ) . This is a folded Drop letter 
dated " Cincinnati-20th Dec., 1859 ", and on the face is an uncancelled Eagle 
Cm-rier starnp. It has a Cincinnati address with " 60 \Vest 4th St . " Almost 
all examples of this handstamp known to me are very badly applied and the 
"UN-PD" can scarcely be deciphered. The marking "A, "  Figure 45 F is a 
tracing which appears to read " 1  CN-PD, " but the " C "  is not a " C "  but a 
" U. "  

1654 
Figure 45 G. Figure 45 H. 

I N  

BLUI'. 

On the plate, Figure 45 D, the marking in lower left, evidently was another 
old handstamp from previous years that was used occasionally on circular mail. 
This use was in red-June 8, 1852. I have only seen but this one example. It 
is possible this marking was used only a short time and was superseded by the 
one illustrated on the plate, Figure 45 C, to left in the second row, ' ' Oct 23� 
1 PAID ' '. This particular use cancelled in blue a le 1851. This is the earliest 
use I have seen of this marking bnt it evidently came into use sometime before 
the fall of 1852. 

The marking illustrated in the center of the third row on the plate shows 
the use of an old handstamp that dates back to the early 1830 's. The tracing 
is from a prepaid double rate stampless cover to New Orleans, August 2nd, 1852. 
Both the postmark and the " Paid 6 "  are in red. 

After January 1, 1856 it was the general custom to cancel the stamps in 
blue with the postmark. 'l'he tracing to left in the third row, " Jun 26 " is  a 
typical example of several of the markings used during the years 1856 to 1859 
inclusive. 

The tracing to the right in the t h i rd row with the double lined letters was 
<ividently not used very much or its use was restricted to certain special classes 
of mail. It was used to a very limited extent in 1856 and is found in blue. I 
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have only seen three or four examples on the 3c 1851 and only one on a le 1851. 
I h ave never seen it on either a le or 3c 1857. 

On the plate, Figure 45 D, are illustrated Cu.mminsville, 0. and Walnut 
Hills, 0. Both towns are now parts of Cincinnati. 

Other markings on the plates are described in separate chapters. 

MISCELLANEOUS POSTMARKS 

'l'h e  plate, Figure 45 E illustrates various postal markings. T he three 
Mobile at top are different markings used during the 1851-1855 period on unpaid 
first class single rate letters. The three markings in upper right were on one 
cover, one is the " Steamship l O "  used at this office, a type quite similar to 
those used at New York and New Orleans and perhaps at other eastern ports. 
The other two are the Mobile " Ship " and the Mobile year-dated marking of 
1859. 

The " Charleston, S.  C. " with the " 121/2 "  is  of the 1847-1851 period-a 
rate postmark showing the 121/2 cent rate in effect at this time on mail fr9m 
Cuba. 

The blue Baltimore with the large blue " l "  was on a cover with a 3c 1857, 
no date. The " l "  is a " Carrier " marking. 

The ' ' Savannah, Ga. ' '  with blank center and ' ' PAID ' '  at bottom was used 
during 1856 for circular mail. This is always found in black and the " PAID" 
was not a separate marking but on the handstamp. It is rather scarce on the 
le stamps. 

The Chattahoochee, Florida, with blank center, was on a lOc green U. S. 
envelope addressed to San Francisco. 'l'h e  use was probably 1856 or 1857. 
The cover was marked ' ' Via Columbus , Ga. ' '  Florida markings are scarce, and 
on covers showing rates to California are most unusual. 'l'he scarce Cleveland 
" Paid l "  was mentioned in a previous cha pter. 

The blue " Xashville " with the small blue "Paid 3 "  were on a stampless 
cover of 1852. The ' ' G ilmanton, N. I-I. ' '  tied a 3c 1857 Type II to cover in 
black. 

Other markings on this plate are mentioned in separate chapters. 
Postmarks with "3 PAID ". Quite a number of post offices t hruout the 

country used handsta.mps which had " 3  PAID", or " 3cts " ,  or " Paid 3cts " 
below the date. We find examples of these markings on the 3c 1851 and 1857 
and to a less extent on the l e  1851 and 1857. Where a cover shows the postage 
was paid by stamps, it appears that it was needless to cancel the stamp with a 
marking reading " Paid 3cts. " It must be remembered that many post offices 
used such markings not only on mail prepaid by stamps but also on prepaid 
stampless covers. 



Chapter XXXXVI. 

CARRIERS AND CARRIER MARKINGS. 

Written Especially For This Book 
By Er.,LIOTT PERRY 

Copyright 1938  by Elliott Perry. 

CARRIER USAGE-PRELIMINARY NOTES 
In order to have a clear perception of the use of the U. S. One Cent postage 

stamps of 1851-1857 for the payment of letter carrier fees at any time during 
the period from July 1st, 1851 until the stamps were demonetized, commencing 
in August 1861, it is necessary to realize that this ten-year period covers about 
two-thirds of an era in which competition between the U. S. Post Office Depart
ment and the privately operated r�ocal Posts was often bitter and, in some 
localities, was practically continuous. The story concerns the Department 's 
attempt to extend, improve and finally to monopolize the carrier service and 
the means taken to accomplish that purpose. 

Part of the story is found in the history of the Local Posts ; part is in the 
history of the so-called ' ' semi-official ' '  carriers and their stamps ; and part of it 
may be gleaned from a study of the ordinary One Cent stamps and the post
marks and cancellations used on or with them to indicate ' ' carrier ' '  usage. 
Owing to the difficulty of obtaining complete records the last part presents many 
difficulties, but by studying the data which is available, it is at least possible to 
obtain a comprehensive understanding of the subject. 

For twenty-seven years the carrier service of the U. S. Post Office was 
operated very largely under the authority conferred upon the Postmaster Gen
eral by the 4lst Section of the Act approved .July 2, 1836. Under this Act the 
.Postmaster General was empowered to establish a system of letter carriers to 
serve under bond for the receipt of letters etc. , to be conveyed by them TO the 
Post Office, in any city selected by him, and to deliver such mail FROJYI the 
Post Office to the place of business or residence of the addressee. Depots for 
the receipt of letters to be taken to the post office were provided for in the 
Act of 1836, and there were Yarious provisions to be observed by Postmasters 
and carriers in connection with the serYice. Altho there were no postage stamps 
in 1836, paragraph VIII in the Regulations prescribed by the Postmaster 
General to make the Act effective became particularly important later in rela
tion to the use of stamps. 

"VIII. The letter carriers shall receive two cents for every letter, and one-half 
cent for every newspaper delivered, and two cents for every letter received to be 
deposited in the Post Office, all of which shall be allowed them for their compen
sation, unless otherwise directed by the Postmaster General." 

( The Regulations of 1836 are given in full elsewhere in this chapter under 
CLEVELAND) .  

From statements made by a later Postmaster General it is apparent that 
the final clause in Paragraph VIII, ' ' unless otherwise directed by the Post
master General ' '  was not interpreted by the Department as applying merely 
to the preceding clause, ' ' all of which shall be allowed them for their compen
sation, ' '  but also applied to the rates specified. In considering the use of the 
One Cent stamps for carrier service a most important fact to be borne in mind 
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is that until the Acts, (a) of April 3, 1860, (affecting drop letters) ,  and (b ) 
of June 15 , 1860, (affecting any letters delivered by carriers) ,  became effec
tive, the Postmaster General retained the power to fix carrier fees at his dis
cretion up to the limits established in the Act of 1836. The Act of 1851 set a 
similar maximum rate for letters but during the 24 years from 1836 to 1860 
the carrier rates in different cities were not affected by any Act of Congress, 
but were fixed AND CHANGED by the Postmaster General under the authority 
conferred upon him in the Act of 1836. 

It is also extremely important to realize that the Postmaster General was 
not obliged to make a uniform rate everywhere at the same time. The letter 
carriers were not paid a salary by the Post Office, hence it may be considered 
that the charge for their service was not a tax--it was in the nature of a volun
tary assessment made by citizens or others who desired to have this special 
service. For any city the Postmaster General made and changed the carrier 
rate to meet the conditions in that locality, with as much or as little regard for 
any rate which he had established elsewhere as happened to suit his purpose. 

There appear to have been only two Acts of Congress which modified the 
Act of 1836 and in neither were fundamental changes made in the system. 
Many provisions of the Act of 1836-such as the appointment of letter carriers 
by the Postmaster General upon nomination by Postmaste1;s, and bonding of the 
carriers-continued to remain in force. The Act of March 3rd, 1851, effective 
from and after June 30, 185 1 ,  gave the Postmaster General power to establish 
POST ROUTES in certain cities or towns and permitted him to make the 
carrier fee ' ' not exceeding one or two cents. ' '  If there had been any question 
of the power of the Postmaster General to make differing carrier rates in 
different localities at the same time the wording of Section 10 of the Act of 
1851 appears to have removed all doubt. 'l'o borrow an expression from a 
Lincoln story, " not exceeding one or two cents " was " large enough to let the 
dog out and small enough to keep the cat in. ' '  In large communities where 
there was stiff competition with the Local Posts the U. S. carrier rate may have 
been one cent ; in smaller communities where the people were willing to pay a 
two-cent fee in order to have carrier service the U. S. carrier rate was two cents. 

Other provisions of the Act of 1851 continued provisions of the Act of 
1836 in different language, perhaps for the purpose of clarifying the Act of 
1836, or making clear that the Act of 1836 was being strengthened and not 
repealed. One provision in 1851 ·was new and should be considered very care
fully, both because of the importance which it came to have and also because 
some philatelic writers who based conclusions upon the Act of 1851 either did 
not read the Act itself, or else read into it provisions which it did not contain. 

In the past so many incorrect conclusions have been drawn from the langu
age of the Act of 1851 that it may be well to state the facts here. That Act did 
not reduce the carrier fee for delivery of letters or other mail to one cent each ; 
it did not, for the first time, provide for collecting letters and conveying them 
to a post office ; this latter work had not previously been performed entirely 
by the private posts ; and, finally, the Act of 1851 was not the reason for the 
large number of one cent carriers ' stamps that came into use about that date. 

An assumption that the ;,;ection of the Act of 1851 which had to do with 
letter carrier service was the direct cause for any activities of the U. S. Post 
Office in regard to such service at any time preceding l\farch 3, 1851, when it 
was enacted, or for all such activities in the period following that date, will 
not stand investigation. The evidence seems to point clearly to a quite different 
conclusion, viz., instead of being the cause of what came about later, the carrier 
section of the Act of 1851 was the result of what had happened before. U. S. 
letter carrier service did not begin in 1851 . There had been service in a few 
cities during the previous ten years, if not earlier, and the Act of 1825 contained 
provision for carrier service. What the U. S. Post Office tried to do in 1851 
was a second attempt at what it had largely failed to accomplish in 1849. 
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The authority given to the Postmaster General in 1851 to establish POST 
ROUTES in a certain class of localities was intended to place in his hands a 
powerful weapon to use in competing with the private posts, or to destroy them. 
The Post Office Department had the excl usive right to carry mail, on a POST 
ROUTE. By declaring all the streets, avenues and public highways of any city 
to be POST ROUTES under the authority of the Act of 1851 the Postmaster 
General could-so it apparently was bel ieved-make it impossible for any pri
vate post to operate in that city. 

ONE CENT RATE OF 1849 
The successful conclusion of the War with Mexico made two American 

military commanders, Generals Winfield Scott and Zachary Taylor, prominent 
candidates for the presidency of the United States. " Old Rough and Ready" 
'l'aylor was elected in November 1848 and on March 4th, 1849 his administration 
was inaugurated. Agitation for cheaper postage continued after the lowered 
rates for ordinary domestic postage-5c or lOc-in the Act of 1845 became 
effective and many supporters of the movement for still lower rates were in the 
Congress which was elected with Taylor. In the short session of this Congress, 
(December 1850 to March 3, 1851 ) ,  the reduced postage Act of 1851 was enacted. 

How much the election of 1848 influenced the action of the Post Office 
Department just before President Taylor took office is uncertain. The election 
and the action taken immediately afterwards by the outgoing administration 
may have been mere coincidence. Or perhaps the defeated political party 
wished to do something to which they could " point with pride" in later cam
paigns. However that may be, before President Polk 's administration termi
nated on March 4th, 1849 his Postmaster General made a serious attempt to 
extend and popularize the carrier service of the U. S. Post Office. 

A scheme of avoiding the 2c ' ' drop letter ' '  charge on local letters that were 
delivered by U. S. letter carrier was put into effect and a One Cent carrier fee 
was established in several of the larger cities. The One Cent fee covered, (a ) 
collection from mail stations for deposit in the post office ; (b ) delivery by 
carrier to addresses outside the post office ; ( c ) both collection and delivery of 
local letters that were handled only by the carrier department. This plan of 
1849 was the real reason for the One Cent carrier stamps that were used in a 
few cities beginning in February of that year. 

· 

ACT OF MARCH 3, 1851 

Section 1 0  

"That it shall b e  in the power of the Postmaster General, at all post 
offices, where the postmasters are appointed by the President of the United 
States, to establish post routes within the cities or towns, to provide for 
conveying letters to the post office, by establishing suitable and convenient 
places of deposit, and by employing carriers to receive and deposit them 
in the post office ; and at all such offices it shall be in his power to cause 
letters to b e  delivered by suitable carriers, to be appointed by him for that 
purpose, for which not exceeding one or two cents shall be charged, to be 
paid by the person receiving or sending the same ; and all sums so re
ceived shall be paid into the Post Office Department: Provided, The amount 
of compensation allowed by the Postmaster General to carriers shall in 
no case exceed the a mount paid into the Treasury, by each town or city, 
under the provisions of this section ." * 

(These special provisions are given elsewhere in this chapter under CALI
FORNIA and OREGON) .  

* Special provision for California and Oregon in second section of second act 
of this date. 
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If the plan of 1849 had met with good success there would have been no 
reason for the carrier section of the Act of 1851. In the latter Act it was 
necessary to give the Postmaster General more power than he had under the 
Act of 1836 because the plan of 1849 had met with such poor success. Altho 
the government service apparently obtained most of the carrier business in 
Boston and much in Baltimore, i t obtained only a small share in New York 
and even less in Philadelphia. The Act of 1851 was soon found to be just as 
ineffective to extend the government carrier service as the plan of 1849 had 
been. The local posts continued to operate and were not stopped until 1860-61 . 
It is t rue that in July 1851 the Postmaster General started to use the power 
given him in the Act of 1851 and did declare the public highways of some 
cities to be POST ROUTES. If he thought to compel the local posts to go out 
of business he soon changed his mind. 'fhe next annual report of the Postmaster 
General-December 1851-states : 

"The streets, avenues, roads and public highways of the cities of New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and New Orleans have been established as post routes under 
the 1 0 th section of the postage Act of March 3, 1 8 5 1 , and letter carriers appointed 
for the service thereon. If it is the intention of Congress to transfer the whole 
despatch b usiness of the cities to the letter carriers of the department, further leg
islation for that purpose is desirable." 

ACTS OF 1860 
On March 31, 1860 the New York Evening Post contained the following 

editorial : 
"Letter Carriers' I•'ees 

The House of Representatives has done a good thing in regard to the Post Of
fice bill-it amended it so that drop-letters delivered by carriers in cities shall not 
be taxed m ore than one cent each, and the Senate has accepted the amendment. 
But Congress should go one step further. It should confine the carriers' rates o n  
a l l  letters t o  o n e  cent. W h y  charge two cents on letters received by t h e  mails, 
and only one cent on letters dropped in the box ? The trouble to the Post Office 
clerks and to the carriers is the same, and we see no reason for making a distinc
tion. Moreover, one cent is a high charge for the service in any case, while the 
exaction of two cents is extortionate." 

The Act approved on April 3, 1860 removed the One Cent drop letter post
age on letters that were delivered by carriers as the Postmaster General had 
recommended in his official report the previous year. 

"Sec. 2 :  That on all drop letters delivered within the limits of any city or town 
by carriers, under the authority of the Post Office Department, one cent each shall 
be charged for the receipt and delivery of said letters, and no more." 

On June 15, 1860 another Act was approved which removed all remaining 
discretionary power to fix and change carrier fees which the Postmaster Gen
eral had exercised for 24 years under the Act of 1836. As pointed out by the 
Postmaster General in his report for 1860 this Act interfered with the opera
tion of U. S. carrier service in the smaller localities ·where a two cent fee had 
been necessary to maintain service. Section 2 of the Act of June 15, 1860 ap
pears as Section 233 in the 1866 edition of the Postal Laws : 

" SEC. 2 3 3 .  From and after the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and sixty, 
the charge for delivery of letters by carriers shall be not exceeding one cent each, 
the whole of which shall be paid to them for their services ; and the Postmaster 
General may establish boxes for the delivery of letters at the outside stations in 
the suburbs of cities, provided it can be done without loss to the department or 
injury to the service ; and any net revenue derived from the rent of said boxes may 
be applied by him towards the payment of the expense of collecting lettters, or 
towards the increase of the carriers' fund, as he may deem just or equitable." 
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This Act remained in effect until June 30, 1863. Beginning July 1, 1863 
the letter carriers continued to be nominated by postmasters and appointed by 
the Postmaster General, ( as from 1836 ) , but the fee system was abolished and 
the carriers were paid a salary fixed by the Postmaster General. 

A large proportion of all the covers that show carrier service were mailed 
during the three years from July 1, 1860. They show one of two rates ; either 
local with a single One Cent stamp, or transmitted through the mails to another 
post office and bearing a Three Cent postage stamp in addition to a One Cent 
stamp. The One Cent stamp represented payment to the carrier for taking the 
letter ', �he post office-' ' collection fee. ' '  The delivery fee on letters from 
other post offices continued to be paid to the carriers in cash, and as it was not 
customary to give such letters a marking to indicate that service or fee, probably 
there are a great many covers on which delivery-by-carriers fee was paid by 
addressees which show no proof of such delivery. 

The ' ' compound ' '  4c stamped envelope of 1860 on which the One Cent and 
Three Cent ' ' star die ' '  stamps were impressed was issued to facilitate prepay
ment of the collection fee and it may be of interest to note that altho the Three 
Cent envelope having the same ' ' star die ' '  design was demonetized in 1861 
with other envelopes and adhesives of 1851 -60 the 4c envelope was not with
drawn from sale until carriers ' fees were abolished at the end of June 1863. 
It does not appear that this-the only compound U. S. stamped envelope-was 
very popular even in New York City where postmarks show that it was used 
more extensively than elsewhere. 

l<.,our cent or higher rate letters on which the One Cent collection fee was 
prepaid by stamp or stamped envelope commonly do not show a carrier marking. 
The letter carriers deposited such mail in the post office where it received the 
ordinary postmark and cancellation. l<'rom about 1860 the " killer " used to 
cancel the stamps was frequently attached to the postmark in the larger offices 
where there was carrier service. 

'rhe reports of the Postmaster General covering U. S. carrier service under 
the fee system are known to be incomplete. In addition to continuous service 
beginning in 1851 and ending .June 30, 1863 at Boston, New York, Philadelphia 
and Baltimore, the reports show service at New Orleans until 1860, (Louisiana 
seceded in January 1861 ) ,  and at twelve other offices beginning in the year 
ending June 30, 1856, or later, and ending in the fiscal year 1861, or earlier, viz : 

Harrisburg, Pa., Kensington, Pa., (then a separate office from Philadel
phia ) ,  Lowell, Mass. , Manchester, N. H., Providence, R. I . , Rochester, N. Y. , 
Roxbury, Mass. , (then a separn.te office from Boston ) ,  St . Louis, Mo. , San Fran
cisco, Calif. , Syracuse, N. Y., Troy, N. Y., and Washington, D. C. The One 
cent Postage stamp may have done duty as a carrier at any of these twelve 
offices but no example has been found. 

The Eagle carrier is known used at ·Wilmington, Del . , and Washington, 
D. C. The government service probably had the field to itself in those cities 
after 1856 as Roche 's City Dispatch of "Wilmington is not known to have been 
in operation that late and Wiley 's One Cent Despatch of Washington quit in 
1856. 

EAGLE CARRIER 

The use of this stamp in several cities undoubtedly was one of the reasons 
why the One Cent postage stamp of 1851-57 was in such restricted use for pre
payment of carrier fees. A brief summary of the history of the Eagle carrier 
therefore seems fitting. 

On October 10, 1851 a design of a carriers ' stamp showing an eagle was 
sent to the stamp contractors with a suggestion to make slight changes, and an 
order to print one million stamps. The design had been submitted to the 
Department by J. C. Montgomery of the Philadelphia Post Office and very likely 
was a sketch including as the central portion a device in use on bank notes at 
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the period. Such a " stock type " could be converted into a stamp .much quicker 
than an entirely new engraving could be made. On October 21, 1851 the con
tractors received a telegraphic order for 10,000 of the Eagle stamps, which were 
not ready. This order was filled by delivering 10,000 of the Franklin carrier 
stamps to General Montgomery. On November 17, 1851 the only shipment of 
Eagle stamps recorded up to June 30, 1853 appears-20,000 were delivered to 
W. J. P. White who had succeeded Montgomery at Philadelphia. 

In 1860 when new high value postage stamps were being prepared there was 
a suggestion to alter the Eagle design into a Fifteen Cent stamp which would 
have been convenient for prepaying postage to certain foreign countries, par
ticularly France and Germany. On June 1, 1860 the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General inquired of Toppan, Carpenter & Co. : 

"How soon could you prepare new rates-say, Fifteen and Thirty, and what 
colors would be best ? "  

On June 4 , 1860 the contractors replied, stating of the Franklin carrier, 
" This stamp has never been used" ( ! )  and suggested that it be altered to make 
a new 30 cent postage stamp. (The 30c of 1860, Scott No. 53, was the result ) . 
The idea of making a new 15c stamp from the Eagle carrier was abandoned but 
a paragraph in the same letter of June 4th is of interest in connection with 
the use of the Eagle stamp : 

" *  * * let us also state that the Eagle carrier stamp has been comparatively 
unused;  but one post office ( at Cincinnati, Ohio) making occasional demands for a 
small supply. This stamp now almost useless-we have not printed it for years
could be altered and made to answer for the Fifteen-cent rate. The distinct nature 
of its design renders the necessity of being printed in a new color less obvious." 

In view of the above and other knowledge of the limited use of the Eagle 
stamp it seems most likely that the printing made in 1851 to fill the first order-
1,000,000 stamps-was also the last printing of Eagle stamps, other than the 
reprints of 1875 that were not intended for prepayment of carrier fees. There 
is some evidence to show that the Eagle carrier was not demonetized in 1861. 
The stamp is not known to have been supplied to any southern post office and 
there would have been little or nothing to gain by rendering the small supply 
in a few northern offices invalid. 

CARRIER RATE&--SUMMA'fION 

Unless general statements are made that ignore some exceptions the carrier 
rate� under the _fee system from 183? to 1863 are rather too complicated to be 
rea�1ly summarized. However, a fairly accurate generalization may be made. 
It is helpful to remember that the carrier fees were paid for an extra service 
that was not covered by the ordinary postage. They were always in addition 
to any regular postage, including the drop letter rate except, ( a ) ,  when the 
drop letter posta¥'e, (two ce!1ts bef?re 1851 and one cent thereafter ) ,  was avoided by operatmg the carrier service as a special department separate from 
the ordinary functions of the post office and, (b ) , from July 1860 when no 
postage was charged on drop letters that were delivered by carriers. 

COLLECTION FEE--' '  FOR THE MAILS ' ' 

1836-1849-two cents at all carrier offices. 
1849-1860-two cents at (some ) smaller offices. 
1849-1851-one cent at (some ) larger offices. 
1851-1860-during all or part of this period the collection fee was abolished at some offices. In some instances the one cent fee was continued in effect or was resumed before 1860. ' 

1860-1863-one cent at all carrier offices. 



THE UNI!rED STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 147 

As this fee could not be collected from the addressee it had to be prepaid, 
and frequently by stamp. 

DELIVERY l<'EE--' ' FROM 'rHE MAILS ' '  

1836-1849-two cents at all carrier offices. 
1849-1860-two cents at many offices. 
1849-1851-one cent at a few offices. 
1849-1860-one cent at a few offices ( � ) . 
1860-1863-one cent at all carrier offices. 
It was not customary to prepay this fee. The fee was collected in cash on 

delivery, or by charge account. 

DELIVERY FEE--LOCAL MAIL 

1836-1849-two cents at all carrier offices. 
1849-1860-two cents at the smaller offices. 
1849-1860-one cent at the larger offices (a ) . 
1860-1863-one cent at all carrier offices (b ) . 
This fee was for the collection and/or the delivery of mail that did not come 

into, or go out of, the locality served by a U. S. Post Office. Sometimes it had 
to be prepaid-sometimes not. 

BALTIMORE 

As early as 1840 there were at least three letter carriers in Baltimore. One 
of these was John Musselman who appears in a list of six letter carriers in an 
announcement of the Baltimore Post Office in 1842 and who continued in the 
service until 1851. From 1845 continuously until as late as 1855 advertisements 
of the Baltimore Post Office make mention that ' ' persons with whom the carriers 
keep monthly accounts ' '  could prepay carrier fees or ordinary postage ' ' after 
the office is closed " * ''' �· by mailing their letters with a slip of paper 
' ' requesting them to be charged. ' '  The carriers ' fee is not mentioned but the 
legal maximum fee of Two Cents was usual in other large cities until 1849. 

Early in 1849 the carrier service appears to have been re-organized by the 
Postmaster General and establiRhed as a Dispatch Post, with twenty boxes from 
which mail was collected. Notices of the Dispatch Post do not mention the 
carriers ' fee but in the absence of other evidence it seems reasonable to conclude 
that the One Cent fee established for Boston, New York and Philadelphia in 
1849 also applied to Baltimore. 

Following the Act of 1851 the U. S. carrier system in Baltimore was again 
re-organized. The city was divided into fourteen ' ' convenient routes and de
livery districts ' '  and a bonded carrier was appointed for each. The carrier 
fees were :-on each letter received from other post offices, Two Cents ; on drop 
letters, One Cent ; on hand-bills or circulars, One Cent per copy ; on newspapers 
or pamphlets, one half cent eaeh . Announcement was also made that : 

"All mailable matter found in the boxes will be taken to the Post Office free 
of charge. 

Letters and circulars for city delivery, if handed to the carriers, or left in the 
boxes, will be handed to the persons addressed without passing through the Post 
Office, at a charge of one cent only, to be in all cases prepaid. 

Stamps for this purpose will be. furnished." 

The preceding occurs in the Postmaster 's notice of June 19, 1851. The 
following is from his notice of July 1 , 1851 : 

"LETTERS, CIRCULARS, NOTICES, &c., for City delivery, will be handed to 
the persons addressed at a charge of one cent, to be pl'epaid by carrier's stamp, or 
may be wrapped up with the money. 

Postage and Carrier's Stamps may be had at the Post Office, the Stations and 
of  the Carriers. 
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The boxes will b e  fitted up at the respective stations and ready for the recep
tion of letters, on and after Monday, the 6th inst." 

These official announcements explain much that h-appened under the re
organizations of the U. S. carrier system in Baltimore and other cities in 1849 
and 1851. 

( a )-The collection fee for taking mail to the Post Office which had been 
established at One Cent in several cities in 1849 was removed at New York in 
1851 and under the re-organization of 1851 there was no collection fee at 
Baltimore. 

(b )-The re-organization of 1849 enabled the Carrier Departments to 
handle local mail separately from that which passed through the Post Office. 
This device, started in the last few weeks of President Polk 's administration, 
was continued in use by succeeding Postmasters General, but became unneces
sary by the Act of 1860, and accounts for the fact that two identical letters 
deposited in the post office at the same time and delivered by the same carrier 
who received One Cent for each of them, may bear either one or two One Cent 
U. S. postage stamps. City mail handled only by the letter carriers was not 
subject to the " drop letter " postage of One Cent per letter beginning July 1, 
1851 . 

Thus there was a Two Cent rate for incoming mail and there were two 
different One Cent rates for city letters in effect at the same time at Baltimore 
and certain other post offices. Ordinary drop letters deposited in the regular 
mail receptacle in the post office and handed out to addressees at a deli:very 
window in the post office were subject to drop letter postage only, but if they 
were delivered by carrier from the. post office, they were charged drop letter 
postage in addition to the carrier fee. On letters banded to the carriers or 
dropped in any receptacle of the Carriers ' Department only the carrier fees 
were payable. They did not ' ' pass through the post office ' '  and were not sub
ject to drop letter postage. 

The collection of Mrs. John H. Hall, Jr., contains a cover bearing the small 
green Baltimore carrier, (Type C 1 ) ,  and a One Cent postage stamp of 1851 
struck with the Baltimore postmark. Such a combination would occur on a 
drop letter having the postage and the delivery fee prepaid by the proper 
stamp for each service. 

( c )-The One Cent postage stamp of 1851 was just that-a POSTAGE 
stamp, not intended for carrier service. It could be used to pay any foreign or 
domestic postage rate and when used singly commonly occurs on drop letters 
or circulars not handled by a carrier department. 

( d )-What were the stamps for the purpose of prepaying carrier fees that 
the Baltimore postmaster said "will be furnished" in his announcement of 
June 19th, 1851, and what were the Carrier 's stamps that his notice of July 1st 
said were available � At that date the order to print the Franklin carrier had 
not been given and the Eagle carrier had not been thought of. The few Eagle 
carrier stamps known used at Baltimore probably were not available there until 
later than June 1853 and the only stamps known to have been used by U. S. 
letter carriers in Baltimore before 1856 were the small ' ' POST OFFICE
ONE CENT-DESPATCH" stamps--'-- ( catalogued as Type Cl, Nos. 1803/1807 ) .  
Carrier stamps of this type were noted in Luff 's TT. S. book used as early as 
the autumn of 1852 and earlier dates are now in the Sidney A. Hessel and 
Laurence B. Mason collections. A cover of April 23, 1850 with Type C 1 in 
red in the Mason collection is the earliest use so far recorded, and indicates that 
stamps of this type were used by the Dispatch Post which had been established 
in 1849. As no other carrier stamps were available in Baltimore in July 1851 
stamps of Type C 1 were continued in use by the re-organized carrier system. 

( e )-One reason for the use of special stamps for carrier service was that 
the receipts of the Carrier Department did not go into the general funds of the 
Post Office but were paid back to the carriers in lieu of salary. Another is that 
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if it did not have to bear the expense of supplying the carrier stamps the Post 
Office Department would be able to save a few thousand dollars annually. It 
has been stated that the carriers preferred to use their own stamps whenever 
they were permitted to do so. In view of the extremely limited use of the 
Franklin and Eagle carriers, and of the ordinary postage stamps for carrier 
use until 1860, it would appear that the carrier departments were encouraged 
to use their own stamps rather than permitted to do so. 

An examination of covers bearing the two later types of carrier stamps used 
in Baltimore, viz., the " CARRIERS '-ONE-CEN'f-DISPATCH " or " eye " 
type, of 1856 ( C  2 ) ,  and the " GOVERNlVIENT--ONE CENT-CITY DIS
p ATCH " or " horseman type, " of 1857 ( C 3 ) ,  shows frequent use with the 
3c postage stamps of 1851 or 1857 on covers that were addressed to other offices. 
Such use was for prepayment of One Cent collection fee for taking letters to the 
Baltimore Post Office, hence free delivery to the post office must have ceased 
before these stamps were issued. Unfortunately no record of this change, nor 
of any other change that may have been made at Baltimore by the Postmaster 
General bas yet been found. 

The date when free delivery to the post office ceased may have been much 
earlier than 1856. Too many covers bearing carrier stamps of Type C 1 used 
with the Three Cent 1851 have been found to be considered mere accidental or 
improper use of the carrier stamps. The earliest dates of such use of Type C 1 
are October 2, 1851 and June 13, 1852 with red stamps, (Laurence B. Mason 
collection ) .  Other dates are in 1852, 1854 and 1855 and include covers of 
January and June 1852 bearing the green stamp, and the blue stamp used in 
March 1854, ( Sidney A. Hessel collection ) .  

Even after the Act of 1860 became effective all three types of the Baltimore 
carrier stamps seem to have continued in use there and it appears very doubtful 
if the One Cent postage stamps of 1851 or 1857 were ever regularly used for 
prepaying the carrier fee in Baltimore. The lVIason collection contains a black 
" horse.man " used to Germany on April 23, 1 861, and Luff noted the blue " eye " 
stamp used lVIay 10th and the little green Type C 1 used in June 1861. 

CD CD 
4 6 W -A 46 W - 6  4- G W - c  4(,W-D 

BALTIMORE 

' '  p AID---1-CENT--CARRIER ' '  

The only special carrier handstamp known to have been used i n  Baltimore 
reads " PAID-1-CENT-CARRIER" in a circle. (Figure 46 W-A ) .  Two 
examples have been noted. The Frank A. Hollowbush collection contains a 
printed Baltimore circular of December 17, 1855, stampless and delivered locally 
on which this marking was struck in blue. Mr . •  T ohn A. Klemann has shown the 
blue Baltimore carrier stamp, ( 'I'ype C 1 ) ,  with part of this marking in black. 

A cover to Philadelphia bearing a Three Cent stamp of 1857 cancelled 
" BAL'rIMORE, l\'.ID.-APR-12" in circle with large numeral " l "  below is 
illustrated. The numeral is believed to indicate that one cent collection fee to 
the Baltimore Post Office was either prepaid to the carrier in cash or was 
chargrd to whoever had the post office account represented by ' '  112 ' '  endorsed 
on the cover. 
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Figure 46 WF. 

The small circle in blue enclosing numeral ' '  1 ' '  of which two sizes are illus
trated, may be found on stampless covers locally used and indicates drop letter 
postage--1 cent. ( See Figure 46 W-E ) .  If occasionally found on a Baltimore 
carrier stamp, such as Type C 1, it shows mrrely that the stamp was used on or 
after July, 1851 when the one cent drop rate became effective. (Figures 46 
W-B and 46 W-C ) .  

l<'igure 46 WE. 

Regarding the circular " BALTO.-P AID " marking illustrated (Figure 
46 W-D) this is well known on the One Cent postage stamp of 1857 and is 
found less frequently on the One Cent of 1 851 .  It was used on circulars or 
drop letters and has not been noted on any stamp that was used by the U. S. 
letter carriers in Baltimore. There appears no reason to class it as a carrier 
marking. (Also see Plate, Figure 39 N, Chapter No. 39 ) .  

No evidence appears that the One Cent postage stamp of 1851 or 1857 
was used regularly, if at all, to prepay carrier fees in Baltimore. Only one 
possible example has been noted. The Sidney A. Hessel collection contains a 
cover to New York, August 80, 1852, bearing' a Three Cents of 1851 with a 
One Cent Type II, (Plate 1 Early ) .  There is no marking to show carrier servic<:> 
and possibly the One Cent stamp prepaid a WAY fee on a contract mail route 
into Baltimore ra-ther than the local carrier fee to Baltimore Post Office. 
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BOSTON 

( The following is largely a condensation and re-arrangement of notes on the 
U. S. carrier service and private posts of Boston that appeared in Pat Paragraphs No. 33 and No. 34) .  

There was letter carrier service at the Boston Post Office as early as 1837 
when there were four ' ' penny posts, ' '  i .e . , postmen who were paid by a fee on 
each letter delivered by them. The service may have been continuous from that 
date with two or more such carriers but the records that have been found indi
cate several gaps between 1840 and 1846. In 1847 there were six " penny posts" 
and eight are mentioned in 1848. The post office statement that there are a 
certain number of penny posts ' ' and letters are delivered to all persons in the 
citv who desire so to receive them ' '  which was used in Providence in 1849 
oc�urs in Boston in 1837 and later, as per the following in 1846 :-

"There are five penny posts and letters are delivered to all persons in the city 
who desire so to receive them. Letters dropped in the Post Office for delivery in 
the same place, 2 cents each." 

The 2c rate ' ' for delivery in the same place ' '  and similar expressions have 
caused error by being misinterpreted. The word " delivery" often means deli
very at a window inside a post office and not house-to-house delivery by letter 
carrier from a post office. The " same place" had reference to the Boston Post 
Office--not to the city of Boston. 'l'he Two Cent rate was the " drop letter" 
postage in effect from 1845 to 1851 and any fee for delivery by a penny post 
was additional at that period and until 1860. 

Edwin C. Bailey was Superintendent of the City Delivery of the Boston 
Post Office from 1846 to about the end of 1848 and became postmaster in 1855. 
Bailey was succeeded as head of the Penny Post Department by James H. 
Patterson who had been proprietor of the Boston Parcel Post at 23 Sudbury 
Street, at which address the Letter Carriers ' ·office remained for perhaps a year. 
From 1850 the Carrier Department was in the Merchants Exchange where the 
U. S. Post Office was also located. Patterson continued as superintendent of the 
carrier service until 1858 and evidently was compensated from the carriers ' 
fund as he does not appear on the post office payroll. 

The following notice from the Boston Daily J'imes of March 5, 1849 prob
ably indicates a re-organization of the carrier service in Boston and change in 
the carrier fee on local .mail from T"l-vo Cents to One Cent as was effected under 
instructions from the Postmaster General in several other cities early in 1849 : 

" POST OFFICE NOTICE-MR. JAMES H. PATTERSON and his carriers have 
been appointed by the Postmaster General to the service of Letter Delivery in 
Boston, have been duly sworn and have given bonds for the faithful discharge of 
their duties. All others who may undertake any part of said duties are entirely 
unconnected with the Post Office Department and can only be considered as the 
private messenger of those who employ them. 

Boston, Feb. 2 8 ,  1 8 4 9 .  

PRIVA'J.'E CARRIERS 

Nathaniel Greene, P. M . ,  
m h  3 -eodc" 

The local post established by William R. Towle about 1846-47 evidently 
was the principal "private messenger" Postmaster Greene had in mind. It 
may be doubted however, that Towle 's City Post was a very serious competitor 
of the official Penny Post even tho it appears to have been the most important 
local post in Boston. None of the several oval postmarks used by this post are 
common and the only adhesive stamp it used is quite scarce, especially on cover. 
Few dates of this " Cheever & Towle " stamp, ( Scott No. 6447 ) ,  have been noted. 
Local delivery covers in the Stephen D. Brown collection show use in October 
1849 and January 1850. Use with U. S. postage stamps has not been noted. 
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The City post of Libbey & Co. was in operation at 10 Court Square about 
the time Towle 's Citv Post moved to that address from 7 State St. The Clara 
de Windt collection · contains a cover with the rare Libbey & Co. handstamp 
and a Thre� Cent 1851 postmarked "Apr 23 " which probably was mailed in 
1852. The stamps of Moses H . Barnard, ( Scott No. 6227 -6229 ) ,  who had a 
periodical business at 47 Cambridge Street about 1846-1848 are too rare to indi
cate that his City Letter Express did a very extensive business and there appears 
no evidence that the Barnard post was in operation as late as 1849. 

The status of the One Cent stamp of Hill 's Post, ( Scott No. 6549 ) , has 
been uncertain. 0. B. Hill was on the payroll of the Boston Post Office for an 
undetermined period previous to November 1846 and drew $145 for his services 
from July 1st to November 11th of that year. During 1847-1849 Oliver B. Hill 
was a "Penny Post, " but this does not necessarily mean that he was a U. S. 
letter carrier during all or any of that period. The stamp of Hill 's Post has 
been noted on covers of 1849-50 but is rare and there appears no reason to 
bel ieve it was sold at U. S. Penny Post offices under the Patterson administra
tion. Luff 's conclusion that the information available was not sufficient to place 
Hill 's stamp definitely among the U. S. carrier emissions was most reasonable. 
(Luff 's " The Postage Stamps cf the United States, " pages 213, 214 ) .  

U .  S. PENNY POST 
The engraved Two Cent black stamp listed in the Scott Catalogue as No. 

1812 with date 1849 evidentlv was issued in 1848 or before March in 1849. 
The known copies are mostly. uncancelled and there seems to be doubt as to 
whether it belongs to Boston or to St. T.Jouis. I£ it was a St. Louis stamp then 
there must have been U. S. carrier service and a 'fwo Cent rate that would 
have been conveniently prepayable by stamp for such a Two Cent stamp to be 
needed. Evidence that there was such service or such a rate in St. Louis at the 
period does not appear. 

Altho the Boston records are strangely silent about the Two Cent carrier 
rate this was the legal maximum fee from 1836 and there appears no evidence 
that it was changed by the Postmaster General anywhere until the service in 
Boston and elsewhere was re-organized early in 1849. Boston had about 130,000 
population in 1850 and was nearly twice as large as St. Louis. The expense of 
making such an engraved plate as the ' '  U. S. PENNY POS'l' 2-CENTS ' '  stamp 
that it was printed from, \ms considerable and would hardly have been enter
tained unless a large quantity of stamps were needed. 'l'he expression ' ' Penny 
Post ' '  was commonly used in Boston as late as 1862 and appears on the One Cent 
carrier stamps that were in use during a large part of Patterson 's service. The 
probabilities seem to be that the 'l'wo Cent stamp was prepared for Bailey such 
a short time before the carrier fee was changed to One Cent that few were used. 
This supposition agrees with the scarcity of the Two Cent stamp. 

The Two Cent carrier fee 0f the Act of 1836 remained in effect as a legal 
maximum limiting the discretiomtry power of the Postmaster General until bis 
power to make and change rates was removed in 1860, but in the Act of 1851 
the fee which carriers could charge \\aS stated to be " not exceeding one or two 
cents. " 'fhe purpose of this curious "·ording is not wholly clear. The intent 
may have had reference to legalizing different rates established by the Postmaster 
General in different cities at the same time, and/or to different rates in the same 
city for different services at the same time. From 1851 to 1860 the fee for 
delivering incoming letters from the ont-of-town mails was quite o·enerally Two 
Cents, while the fee for delivering local mail to addressees or for0taking letters 
�o the post office was frequently One Cent, especially in the larger cities. Boston 
is a good example. A post office not ice of 1851 and 1852 reads :-

"Penny Post delivery to or from the Post Office, 1 or 2 cents. "  
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On July 3rd, 1851 the North American & U.  S.  Gazette of Philadelphia 
stated : 

"THE NEW POST OFFICE LAW which went into effect on the 1st inst. has 
been declared by the Postmaster General to make the streets of Boston post routes, 
and therefore not to be used by any private individual or company for the trans
mission of letters for pay. Post-office boxes are to be established in all parts of 
the city, hung up on posts in the streets, without keepers, but under lock and key, 
and all letters intended to go by mail, if deposited in said boxes, will be taken to 
the post office without charge." 

The carrier service in Boston appears to have been re-organized in 1851 
and a system of ' ' sub post offices ' '  was established. These depots for depositing 
mail intended for the post office or for local delivery by the Penny Post were 
usually in drug or grocery stores. 

"Sub Post Offices 

Letters for the mails left here and 1 cent paid on each will be deposited in 
Post-office by carriers. Postage may be- prepaid here to all  parts of the world. 
Circulars, notices and wedding billets, received at these offices, distributed by Post
office carriers. Penny post stamps can b e  bought at all these offices, which placed 
upon letters will ensure their delivery free to all parts of the city, not beyond Dover 
Street." 

From nine sub post offices about 1851 the number was gradually increased 
to nineteen in 1857, and these were replaced by sixteen " receiving stations" 
in 1858. 

"PENNY POST-RECEIVING STATIONS 

For letters for the Mails, and for delivery in Boston.-
Letters left here require prepayment of 1 cent, besides the U.  S. Postage, and 

for city letters 1 cent only ."  

The following year ( 1859 ) there was another change. Boston was divided 
into six collection districts with five to eleven mail boxes in each-a total of 4 7 
boxes. South Boston was one of the districts. It will be noted that the One Cent 
collection fee for taking mailable matter to the post office, which had been 
charged in Boston since 1851, was no longer in effect in 1859. However, this 
fee was restored in 1860. 

"POST OFFICE NOTICE 

That letters may be mailed in all sections of the city with equal facility, and 
be transmitted with promptness and certainty, the Postmaster General has author
ized strong and secure Iron Boxes to be put up at the places named below, which 
will be ready for the reception of Letters and Papers, prepaid by stamps, accord
ing to law. 

These b oxes will be visited daily, except Sundays, by sworn Collectors, at 9 
o'clock, A. M . ,  1 ,  3 1h ,  and 9 o'clock, P. M. ; on Sundays at 4 and 1 0  o'clock P. M.  
-and all  mailable matter found therein will be forthwith taken to the Post Office, 
and without charge. 

Letters to be Registered must be taken to the Post Office. 
Letter Boxes placed at the HOTELS are for the guests of the Hotels. 
The Streets of Boston have been declared Post Roads by the Postmaster Gen

eral, to the exclusion of all unauthorized Letter Carriers. "  

'l'he East Boston District was added in 1860 and brought the total to 59 
boxes. At that time there were four deliveries, ( tho the Postmaster General 
claimed only three daily ) ,  and the U. S. letter carrier service still bore the name 
" PENNY POST. " 

Difficulty will be experienced in reconciling the last paragraph of the post 
office notice of 1859 with the Postmaster General 's report of December 3, 1859 
and that of 1860. 'rhe 1859 report stated :--

"It is true that the- Postmaster General might, in his discretion, arrest the 
operation of these private expresses by declaring the streets and avenues of the 
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cities to which they belong to be post roads ; but until the department is prepared 
to deliver city letters as cheaply and promptly as such companies can possibly do, 
I should regard the exercise of this power as unwise, if not harsh and oppressive. "  

The Postmaster General was here writing about action which he could or 
might take as tho he had not already taken it. Yet according to the Post Office 
notice of 1859 the streets of Boston must have been declared Post Roads months 
before the report of 1859 appeared. A year later the report of 1860 mentioned 
the .Act of 1851 and then stated :-

"By virtue of this Act I have by a formal order declared all the streets, lanes, 
avenues, etc . ,  within the corporate limits of the cities of Boston, New York and 
Philadelphia, to be post roads, and have notified all engaged in the transportation 
and delivery of letters, for compensation, in said cities, that they would thereby 
expose themselves to the penalties imposed by the third section of the Act of March 
2, 1 8 2 7 ." . 

BARKER 's CITY PosT 

.As far as Boston was concerned the Postmaster General used a large weapon 
against a rather small target. Only one local post appears in Boston after 1852, 
or whenever Libbey & Co. ceased to carry mail. .About 1852 George H. Barker 
had become proprietor of Towle 's City Post but he could hardly have been a 
very serious competitor of the U. S. Penny Post. He had no stamps but did 
use a double circle postmark with "B.ARKER 'S " above and " CITY POST " 
below. Until 1857 the address in the center was " 10 Court Square. " .After 
that year, until Barker quit in 1859, it was " 34 Court Square. " Very few 
examples of either dating are recorded. 

U. S. PENNY POST 

The first Penny Post stamp used in Boston under the One Cent rate of 
1849 was Scott No. 1813, (Type C 6 ) . This small rectangular adhesive has two 
words-"PENNY-POST "-surrounded by a border of diamonds with a star 
at each corner and is found in shades of blue on whitish pelure paper. The 
earliest use noted is a cover of .August 13, 1849 in the Laurence B. Mason 
collection and the latest is a cover of June 25, 1851 in the Sidney .A. Hessel 
collection. Whether or not No. 1813 was sold after the re-organization of 1851 
does not appear but probably any stamps that were outstanding continued to be 
val id and therefore later use may be possible. 

The second Patterson stamp is listed by Scott as Type C 7. This has an 
ornamental border enclosing "PENNY-POST-PAID " in three lines and 
occurs in shades of blue on white paper usually having a bluish or grayish cast. 
According to Luff "Like the preceding issue, these stamps appear to have been 
reproduced from a typeset original and show no varieties. ' '  In the exhibit of 
Mrs. John H. Hall, Jr., at TIPEX, (New York-1936 ) ,  were shown several 
varieties of Type C 7, showing differences which it is believed could not have 
come from one original type, from which it is concluded that the stamps were 
printed from a very careful job of typesetting. 

Luff noted stamps of Type C 7 used from July 1850 to July 1854. In recent 
research the earliest use noted is September 23, 1852, (Fred S. Whitney collec
tion ) ,  and the latest is July 1, 1854, (Frank .A. Hollowbush collection ) .  The 
penny post stamps mentioned in the 1853-1857 notices of Sub Post Offices evi
dently were Type C 7 which would indicate that these stamps were in use as 
late as 1857. .Altho it may seem strange that dates later than July 1854 were 
not found it is quite possible of course, that some of the undated covers bearing 
Type C 7 submitted for examination were used after that year. 

Only two postmarks have been identified with carrier service in Boston 
after carrier stamps came into use there. One is a double circle with ' ' PENNY 
POST " above, "P .AID" below, and three heavy bars in the center. It has been 
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seen in red as a canceller on Type C 7 stamps from 1851 to 1853 and struck in 
black on a stampless cover. The Laurence B. Mason collection has this marking 
in blue on an unsealed circular from New York to Boston, January 5, ( 1861 ? )  
prepaid by a l e  1857 Type V. 

An identical handstamp, except that two bars with a chain of three diamond 
shaped links between are shown in the interior circle, ( instead of three bars 
there ) , is illustrated on page 213 of Luff 's U. S. book. This is said to have 
been struck in red and used as an adhesive in 1853 ( ? ) .  Luff was rather skep
tical and stated that he had seen the same handsta.mp in black used as a can
cellation for No. 1814-15. 

No example that agrees with the Luff illustration has been submitted. 
An oblong postmark, ( See Plate, Figure 44 F, Chapter 44 ) with curved 

sides and including hour, month and day of delivery has been seen backstamped 
on a Three Cent paid-in-cash cover from Cambridge with endorsement " 1854, ' '  
and has also been noted on a cover of April 1855. Dr. Chase has mentioned this 
postmark w:th " delivery" at 9, 1 and 4 o 'clock. (Page 333, Chase Book) . 

In addition to the two postmarks noted several types of cancellation were 
used on the Boston carrier stamps. Crayon or pencil strokes, usually red, may 
be found and a diamond formed of 25 small diamonds and struck in black. 
Many copies have a toothed ring or cogwheel, about 15 mm. in diameter, on 
which the details are u.sul:!llY blurred, and which occurs in both red and black. 
Covers in the Fred S. Whitney collection show use of this fancy ring in red from 
September 1852 to November 1853. 

It occurs so frequently that it was probably in use over a much longer 
period. 

The date when One Cent por<tage stamps began to be used for prepayment 
of carrier fees in Boston is uncertain. Only a few covers bearing a single 
One Cent 1857 and addressed locally have been noted, and none of them convey 
absolute certainty that the stamp prepaid the carrier fee. The exact date in 
1860 ( n when the One Cent collection fee " to the post office " was restored is 
also uncertain. It may be supposed to have been on July 1st when the Act of 
1860 became effective, or soon a fterwards, but at least until July 1st, 1860 
power to remove that fee or to restore it  remained with the Postmaster General. 

Figure 46 RIC. 

A few covers bearing the Three Cent 1857 Type II, with the One Cent 
'l'ype V used as carrier, have been recorded. One to York, Maine, has the double 
circle red Boston postmark ( D E C  1 5 ) ,  and black PAID in grid as canceller, 
(Stanley B. Ashbrook ) .  T·wo covern in the Fred S. Whitney collection went to 
Cornish Flats, N. H. , (l\Iay 1 86 1  ? ) ,  and Lunenburg, 1\fass. , (October 1860) 
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respectively. On the letter each stamp was cancelled with a black framed PAID. 
A cover in the Henry C. Gibson collection went a short journey across the 
Charles River to Charlestown, Mass., on February 8th, ( 1861 n .  The red 
Boston postmark was used and each stamp was hit with the small black PAID 
in frame with rounded ends that is frequently found on 1861 stamps used in 
Boston. 

No postage stamp with any of the special markings used by the Penny Post 
of Boston has been seen and no evidence that the Franklin or Eagle carrier 
stamps were used at Boston has been submitted. 

Fiµ;ui.·e 4(; .JJ. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
The assertion has been made that Henry A. Kidder, Isaac C. Snedeker and 

George H. Snedeker were among the carriers or " Penny Postmen " attached to 
the Brooklyn Post Office from 1846 to 1853. If these men acted under official 
appointment from the Postma:-;ter General any stamp of Kidder 's City Express 
Post ( Scott No. 6648 ) ,  sold by them or recognized by them while they were 
acting as U. S. letter carriers would have legitimate claim to rank as a U. S. 
carrier stamp. However, no advertisement of the Brooklyn Post Office yet noted 
mentions carrier service until 1855, when there was one delivery at 10 A. M. 
In 1856 it was stated : 

"Carriers leave the office daily ( Sundays excepted) at 8 A. M. and 3 P. M. for 
the delivery of letters, etc ."  

In that year one Robert H . Atwater was a (U. S. ? )  letter carrier. Later, 
but previous to July 1860, mention is made of a 2c fee for delivery and that 
letters were carried to the post office free. 'l'he Two Cent stamp of the Brooklyn 
City Express Post ( Scott Type L 83 ) ,  is known used from early in 1853. 
Whether or not that post monopolized the delivery of local mail does not appear. 
For delivery of local mail the I T. S. carrier fee should have been prepaid-if by 
stamps-with the ic postage i'>tamp of 1851 or 1857. No carrier use of either 
One Cent stamp, (or special carrier marking ) ,  has bPen noted except a One 
Cent Type V used for collection fee with a Three Cents Type II on a patriotic 
cover of April 27, 1861 in the Imurence B. Mason collection. 

HO\Yever, a four cent cover that was in the Carroll Chase collection prob
ably is in existence. 'l'his postage-plus-carrier cover had two vertical pairs of 
the One Cent Type V. One of the stamps prepaid the collection fee to the 
Brooklyn Post Office. 



THE UmTED· STATES ONE CENT STAMP oF 1851-1857 157 

CALIFORNIA & OREGON 
Congress made provision for letter carrier service in California and Oregon 

by the passage of a special Act, approved March 3, 1851 in part, as follows : 
"An Act, making appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department, 

during the fiscal yeru· ending the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty two, and for other purposes. * * * Sec. 2, and be it further enacted, 
That the Postmaster General shall be, and h e  is hereby, authorized to appoint let
ter carriers for the delivery of letters from any post office in California or Oregon, 
and to allow the letter carriers who may be appointed at any such post office, to 
demand and receive such sum for all letters, newspapers, or other mailable matter 
delivered by them, as may be recommended by the postmaster for whose office such 
letter carrier may be appointed ; not exceeding five cents for every letter, two cents 
for every newspaper, and two cents for every ounce of other mailable matter; and 
the Postmaster General shall be, and he is hereby authorized to empower the 
special agents of the Post Office Department in California and Oregon, to appoint 
such letter carriers in their districts respectively, and to fix the rates of their com
pensation within the limits aforesaid, subject to, and until the final action of the 
Postmaster General thereon. And such appointments may be made, and rates of 
compensation modified, from time to time, as may be deemed expedient ;  and the 
rates of compensation may be fixed and graduated in respect to the distance of the 
place of delivery from the post office for which such carriers are appointed ; but 
the rate of compensation for any such letter carrier shall not be changed after his 
appointment, except by order of the Postmaster General ; and such letter carrier 
shall be subject to the provisions of the forty-first section of the Act entitled ; "An 
Act to Change the Organization of the Post Office Department, and to provide 
more effectively for the settlement of the accounts thereof. "  Approved July second, 
eighteen hwulred and thirty six, except in cases otherwise provided for in this Act." 

The Act of July 27, 1854 contained provisions similar to those in the Act 
of 1851 but raised the rate of compensation for letter carriers to not more than 
twenty-five cents for any letter, newspaper, or ounce of other mailable matter. 
Delivery was restricted to those persons who desired to have it. 

"The Postmaster General is hereby authorized to empower the special agents 
of the Post Office Department in the State of California, and the Territories of 
Oregon and Washington, to appoint letter carriers for the delivery of letters from 
any post office in the said State or Territories, and to allow any letter carrier, so 
appointed, to demand and receive a sum for all letters, newspapers, or other mail
able matter, not more than may be recommended by the postmaster for whose 
office such letter carrier may be appointed : Provided, That not more than twenty
five cents shall be charged for any letter, newspaper, or ounce of other mailable 
matter. All such appointments may be determined, and rates of compensation 
modified within the limits aforesaid, whenever the same is found expedient in the 
opinion of the appointing agent :  * * * That all such appointments and con
tracts shall be subject to the approval of the Postmaster General : * * * no 
letter or letters, or other mailable matter, shall be delivered by any postmaster to 
said carriers, unless requested in writing by the person or persons to whom said 
letters or other mailable matter may be directed." 

It was also provided that : 
"Each and every letter carrier route which may be established under the pro

visions of this act shall be deemed a post route during its continuance," 

but this provision was subject to the Act of August 31, 1852 which permitted 
express companies or individuals to carry letters that were contained in United 
States stamped envelopes. 

The two cent and five cent carrier rates in the Act of 1851 apparently were 
intended for city delivery ; higher rates than those in effect east of the Rocky 
Mountains were necessary because of the lower purchasing power of money on 
the Pacific Coast. The Act of 1854 did not abolish any rate for city delivery 
that may have been established under the Act of 1851 and made a much higher 
rate (25c) for a quite different service, i .e . , to compete with express companies 
who were carrying letters, newspapers and packages into and from places 
which were at a considerable distance from a U. S. post office. 
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If the proprietor of a private express received official appointment as a U. S. 
letter carrier any stamp issued by him while acting under that appointment is a 
U. S. carrier stamp. Similarly, the envelope on which a prepaid frank of such 
a carrier appears is a U. S. prepaid carrier envelope. The frank may be printed 
or handstamped and would not have to be on a U. S. stamped envelope. Thei 
governing fact is whether or not the carrier was legally qualified and the stamp 
or franked envelope was used under such official appointment. The 25c stamps 
of Adams & Co., ( 1854 ) ,  the 2c, 5c, 7c and lOc stamps of the California Penny 
Post Co., ( 1855-1859 ) ,  and the franks of several express companies of 1854-1860 
were issued during the period when the Act of 1854 was in effect. The true 
status of each of those stamps and prepaid franks depends upon whether or not 
they were issued by a U. S. letter carrier. The stamps of Reed 's City Despatch 
Post of San Francisco, (catalogue No. 4741 and 4742 ) ,  are U. S. carriers if 
Reed used them while acting as a TT. S. letter carrier under the Acts of 1851 
or 1854. 

In the Act of 1860 Congress established a fiat rate of one cent for carrier 
service and this terminated the special rates of 1851 and 1854 for Pacific Coast 
localities. 

The San Francisco Post Office made a report of carrier service for the year 
ending June 30, 1860. The rate of fee that was in effect does not appear and 
no covers or postage stamps showing evidence of U. S. carrier use have been 
submitted. 

Figur.e 46 E. 

CHARLESTON 

U. S. letter carrier service began in Charleston, S. C. , in May 1849 and 
continued as late as 1860. John H. Honour, J r. , was the first carrier and 
Superintendent of the Penny Post. At various times four other carriers served 
and stamps bearing the name of each carrier were issued. One stamp, (Type 
C 10 ) ,  is without name but is believed to have been issued by Honour, and 
nothing else that may be evidence of a private post in Charleston appears. But 
since proof that Steinmeyer 's 'fwo Cent stamps, (Type C 19 ) ,  were issued 
before July 1860 is lacking and as the U. S. carrier rate from July 1, 1860 
was fixed by Congress at One Cent, whether any stamp of Type C 19 is a U. S. 
carrier or a " local " may depend upon the date when it was issued. The fee for 
carrier delivery from or to the Charleston Post Office was Two Cents. Valentine 
covers are known on which double rate was paid. 

The One cent postage stamp of 1851 or 1857 evidently was not used as a 
carrier in Charleston until after ,June 30, 1860 and no example either before 
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CINCINNATI-1851 

Postmaster J. L. Vattier is stated to have advertised as follows in 1851 : 

"The Postmaster General is empowered to establish post routes in the cities, 
to provide for carrying letters to the Post Office by establishing suitable and con
venient places of deposit and by employing carriers to receive and deposit letters in 
the post office, also to cause letters to be delivered by suitable carriers at a charge 
not exceeding one or two cents each letter." 

'fhere appears no proof that the office of any private post in Cincinnati or 
anywhere else was made one of the places of deposit for letters in pursuance of 
this notice. As quoted, the notice is not an order for anybody to perform any 
act whatever-it is merely a statement of a power conferred upon the Post
master General in the Act of 1851. Unless it can be shown that this notice 
properly refers to an Order or Regulation prescribed by the Postmaster General 
in the exercise of the power stated, the notice could have no effect on the carrier 
service of a U. S. Post Office or any other post. It does not appear that the 
public highways of Cincinnati were declared to be post routes, in 1851, at the 
time when the U. S. carrier service in other cities was being re-organized. 
Cincinnati appears to have had neither government nor private service in 1851. 
U. S. carrier service was resumed late in 1854. 

BROWNE 'S CITY PosT 

During the interlude two private ( n posts tried to make a go of the busi
ness. John W. S. Browne, a citizen of Cincinnati, established a city delivery 
post in April 1852. Neither the advertisement of Browne 's City Post nor news
paper reference to it mention an official appointment and unless evidence of such 
appointment can be found the Browne stamps should be classed as " locals. " 
Delivery of mail from the Cincinnati Post Office was not mentioned, which also 
tends to show that Browne was not a U. S. letter carrier. 

" No letters will be dropped in the Post Office unless prepaid. 

Figure 4G H. 

POSTAGE ONE CENT ! 

All letters must b e  pre-paid by Browne's City Post Stamps, or they will be 
advertised and charged double ; and no money or valuable whatever will be trans
mitted unless booked at the Central office and paid for in proportion to the risk 
incurred. "  
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The One Cent stamp, ( Scott No. 6402) has the title incorrectly spelled 
"Brown & Co 's" and was for prepaid ordinary mail. Figure 46 H illustrates 
a cover addressed to Philadelphia, with the U. S. Postage unpaid, the use, 
Nov . .16-1852. The Two Cent value, ( Scott No. 6403 ) ,  reads correctly, 
' ' Browne & Co 's, ' '  and apparently was a postage due stamp for ordinary unpaid 
mail. .Assumedly it could also have been used for prepaying valuable matter 
carried at special rates. Such matter had to be " booked at the Central Office "
i.e., registered, and in that feature Browne was several years ahead of the U. S. 
Post Office. The language, ' ' paid for in proportion to the risk incurred, ' '  sounds 
like insurance. 

* 
Figure 46 V. 

CINCINNATI 

' ' CITY PosT ' '  

Only one special carrier handstamp i s  known to have been used in Cincin
nati. .A large circle enclosed " CITY POST " above and a five-pointed star 
below. The few examples seen indicate it was first used by Browne and was 
inherited by Williams. This marking has not been noted on the Eagle carrier 
or One Cent postage stamps and may have been used less than a month under 
the Williams regime. Three colors have been found, viz. : 

In red on stampless covers,-a valentine cover in the collection of Miss 
Helen Kane, and a cover of May 2, 1853 in the collection of Edward S. Knapp. 

In black on a 1 Cent Brown 's City Post stamp used with a Three Cents 
of 1851, also in the Knapp collection ; and another to London, England .August 
17, 1852 with domestic and foreign postage unpaid, in the Stephen D. Brown 
collection. The latter has a blue Cincinnati postmark, illustration 46-W. 

I N  
B L U E  T1•s A 3 i  1 a5 1  

1 8 54-
Figure 46 W. 

B L U E  
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In blue on a local cover bearing the Williams stamp, (No. 6848 ) ,  in the 
Stephen D. Brown collection. 

Postmark 46-W has been found cancelling a Three Cents of 1851 on a cover 
of December 4, 1854 which also bears an Eagle carrier. Both markings are in 
blue. The date is five weeks after "Williams became superintendent of the U. S.  
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carrier delivery and is the earliest recorded use of the Eagle carrier in Cin
cinnati. No other example of this fancy target was found but unless it was a 
special marking used only by the carrier service, (which is uncertain) ,  its 
occurrence on One Cent or other postage stamps would not imply carrier use. 
Copies of the Eagle carrier are known that were struck with Cincinnati town
marks of the 1854-1861 period. No One Cent postage stamp that was un
doubtedly used as a carrier stamp in Cincinnati has been submitted. 

SuLLJVAN 's DisPA'rcn PosT 

There appears no evidence that Sullivan 's Dispatch Post of 1853, ( Scott 
No. 6760 ) ,  was an official carrier. However, it may be noted that W. Sullivan 
received $737 .50 salary as a post office clerk for the year beginning July 1, 1858, 
and Wm. Sullivan, Jr. , was paid $750 for similar service for the year beginning 
July 1, 1860. The Sullivan stamp occupies about the same position in the 
philatelic history of Cincinnati that the Kellogg stamp does in Cleveland. Both 
were used for a limited time in l 853 and were followed by the stamp of a U. S. 
carrier in 1854. However, only one copy of the Sullivan is recorded while at 
least five specimens of the Kellogg are known. 

WILLIAMS '  CITY POST 

In October 1854 C. C. Williams rec�ived official appointment as Letter 
Carrier. A news item of October 27th stated, ' ' This business has repeatedly 
broke down in this city, but an effort will now be made to place it on a per
manent and reliable basis. " The article also noted that Williams ' mail boxes, 
" and stamps for the payment of the carrier " were ready for service to com
mence on Monday, October 30th. This was confirmed in Postmaster J. L. 
Vattier 's advertisements of October 29th and November 29th, 1854. The rates 
were One Cent ' ' to the post office ' '  and Two Cents for city delivery. The 
One Cent rate was to be prepaid by the Eagle carrier stamp. 

The advertisement of October 29th states : 
"Letters and Packages intended for City Delivery must be prepaid by one of 

Williams' two cent brown stamps, or two of the one-cent blue ( eagle )  stamps." 

8T01PIOJI,  CtNCINNATJ, OCTOBEB, 
� ,....LeUer Bona baTe been atablhhtif a\ &be oornen 

1 1354  er1r1.-... 11&net:1 and .abiic pla0t-r, f\>r Che purpoae of ahecltiaeua to mlill �ir ltUer11, witbuuL •ut-ject� 
Oc T \be IDconve� ol •itltllul the om .. � 

n' S&amPI wtn be t>r sale at all th!! -"IA&a a& which 2 9 bu• are located. encl all leCten Intended for tbt maila ... M P"t"1d �, . �  lltalllp. Mr. 0. 0. \lW.UMll, ftlo laaa Mela �need Ldta' Osrrier� will ini�rint-.nd thll ,L\ N D  
Nov 
29 

buaiDN&o J. L. V !T'!'IBK. P. M. 
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Letelel'I for the P09tofti�-e mult be prrp \:d by a one-ctnt 
btue lbmp. . 

LeL&tn and P.tr.kgea ln\"Dde.i ror Cltr Dclive.r7 man bt: 
a>repaicl by t>DI! o( WWlama' I Wu ct:nt btotrn el!iinps, or lWv 
oru.e one-cent blat (<'aale) stamps. 

Letter• o·mtawln« valusbl.e incJoluree lhould bo DW'kt-d 
" v.1u.tite.'' • . �ra lnknded ror tbe Afternoon Uall� 1honld be dr.,pped 
into the boxt'l preYi••UI &o 1 o'clock P. H. Thcise lnteodl.'d j for the Mornloir II.ala allould be dropp�'Cl httu ihe box.:� 
previous to 6 P . .M. · . Letters intt1t1<!ed for Cit.,y o,rycry •Ill be dt:liverCfl 
promptly afler beitlC L&ken from lhe boxes. Sur.h letter:s 

, 11bvulJ be plalnll di1ecteJ, with. Ule nnmber and •Lret:t11 on 
tll�m. 
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This clearly indicates that the One Cent postage stamp of 1851 was not 
acceptable for prepayment of the carrier fee. In the advertisement of Novem
ber 29th much of the wording is identical but the Williams ' stamp is not men
tioned. Whether this omission was an oversight or was intentional does not 
appear. Most of the covers handled by the carrier service from this da�e have 
one Eagle carrier and went ' ' to the post office ' '  for the out-of-town mails, but 
several local deliwry covers are known with the Williams stamp and one has 
been found bearing two copies of the Eagle stamp. The Williams stamp has a 
large figure ' '  2 ' '  against a background of four U. S. flags draped in a !Sr.oup. This is the third stamp on which the flag of the United States appears. Williams 
apparently quit and left Cincinnati before the 1856 directory was compiled. 

CTNCINNATI---1856-1859 

In 1856 two letter carriers-Andrew I1eech and Charles E. Pierson-who 
continued in the service as late as 1859 are listed. Leech probably was the 
post office clerk ' ' A. Leach, ' '  who drew $500 salary for the year beginning 
July 1, 1854, and $125 for h is services between July 1 and December 31, 1856. 
In 1858 and 1859 there were eight districts with a carrier for each, one of whom 
was Joseph Ritzler. A Cincinnati Post OfJice announcement of 1859 states : 

"The U. S. P. 0. Dispatch stamps do not pay postage, but are for paying the 
conveyance of letter·s to the office, or the de1ivery of letters by carriers, within the 
city limits. 

Letters for the carriers are delivered to them at 7 � A. M., and 12 M., at which 
time they take all for delivery in their respective districts. 

Letters dropped in the carriers' boxes for city delivery, should have on two 
U. S. P. 0.  Dispatch stamps. 

Those to be mailed should have on one to pay the carrier for delivery at the 
Post-Office-besides the regular postage. 

Persons wishing their letters to be delivered to them by the· carriers, should 
hand into the Post-Office a written direction to that effect ; the charge for delivery 
is two cents. 

Persons changing their residence should notify, ( in writing ) the carriers of 
the change. "  

The " U. S. P. 0. Dispatch" stamp referred to was the Eagle carrier and 
from about 1855 this appears to have been the only stamp that was recognized 
for prepayment of the U. S. carrier fee in Cincinnati. 

In the Ashbrook collection is an unpaid Cincinnati drop letter ( folded) 
with street address and an uncancelled copy of the Eagle carrier stamp. Mr. 
Ashbrook states he obtained this cover in an original find and there is little 
possibility the stamp was not originally used on the cover. The use was " Dec. 
21, 1859 " and the blue Cincinnati postmark reads : " Cincinnati, 0.-Dec. 21-
I UN-PD. ' '  See Figure 4 5  G ,  Chapter No. 45. This is the latest record we 
have of a use at Cincinnati of the Eagle stamp. 

CLEVELAND 

In January 1854, Henry S. Bishop, formerly Superintendent of the 0 'Reilly 
Telegraph line, having been nominated by the postmaster of Cleveland as re
quired by the Act of 1836, was appointed by the Postmaster General to be U. S. 
letter carrier for Cleveland proper and also for that section west of the Cuyahoga 
River and now part of Cleveland but then known as ' ' Ohio Cities. ' '  Notice of 
the appointment was frequently published in the local newspapers from January 
to April 1854 and often the Regulations for carrier service prescribed by the 
Postmaster General under the Act of 1836 were appended. These Regulations 
applied wherever there was U. S. carrier service and apparently remained in 
effect at least while the fee system of paying the letter carriers continued. 

The following was printed in the Cleveland Plaindealer from January 17th 
to February 14th, 1854 : 
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"REGULATIONS 

Prescribed b y  the Postmaster General, for a Sl"Ste1n o f  Letter 
Carriers in the Cities of the United States, under the 4 1 st . section 
of the 'Act to change the organization of the Post Office Depart
ment,' etc., approved 2nd July 1886. 
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I .  When it shall be deemed proper for the accommodation of the public in any 
city, that a system of Letter carriers shall be introduced, application to authorize 
it  must be made to the Postmaster General. 

II. Postmasters of cities where letter carriers have been, or may b e, author
ized, will divide their several cities into as many districts as they may think prop
er, and nominate to the Postmaster General a carrier for each district. 

III. The Postmaster will see that the carriers appointed by the Postmaster 
General execute bonds, with ample security, a ccording to law ; and will forward 
them, when executed, to the Department. 

IV. No letter carrier will be permitted to enter upon duty until he shall have 
executed a bond satisfactory to the Postmaster. 

V.  All letters received in the Post Office for persons residing in any district, 
shall be handed to the carrier of that district, " except such as the persons to whom 
they are addressed may have requested in writing, addressed to the Postmaster, to 
be retained in the office." 

VI. The carriers will be permitted to receive letters for deposit in the Post 
Office, at all places within their respective districts. 

VII. Whenever it may be deemed necessary to establish depots for the receipt 
of letters, by the letter carriers, to be put into the Post Office, the Postmaster shall 
recommend proper places to the Postmaster General for his decision thereon. 

VIII.  The letter carriers shall receive two cents for every letter, and one-half 
cent for every newspaper delivered, and two cents for every letter received to be 
deposited in the Post Office, all of which shall be allowed them for their compen-
sation, unless otherwise directed by the Postmaster General. . 

IX. The Postmasters shall report to the Postmaster General, quarterly, the 
amount of each letter carrier's compensation. 

X. The letter carrier shall be under the orders and control of the Postmasters, 
or such clerks in their respective offices as they may designate. They will settle 
and pay over to the Pos tmaster or clerk, daily, the postages of all unpaid letters; 
and papers handed them for delivery, and of all paid letters received to be deposited 
in the Post Office. 

XI. The letter carriers shall perform such duties in relation to the mailing 
letters received by them to be deposited in the Post Offices as the Postmasters shall 
direct ; but they shall not be employed in making up or opening or examining the 
letter mails in the Post Office. 

XII. The Postmasters will promptly report to the Postmaster General any 
contumacy of letter carriers in refusing to obey their lawful directions, or in disre
garding the regulations of the Department, as well as all official delinquencies or 
private misconduct which render them undeserving of confidence and trust. 

XIII. The several Postmasters are authorized to make and enforce such addi
tional rules for the government of letter carriers in their respective cities, not in
compatible with law, as may be necessary to carry these regulations into full effect. 

janl 7 0 9 5."  

(From Pat Paragraphs No. 25,  pages 620, 621 ) .  

Bishop 's City Post appears to have been a re-organization of Kellogg 's 
Penny Post & City Despatch of 1853, and as the Bishop stamps ( listed as 
" locals " No. 6247 and 6248 in the 1938 Scott Catalogue ) ,  are comparable to 
Kellogg 's stamp in scarcity it see.ms probable that the Bishop City Post did not 
operate more than a year or two. Cleveland records show that Bishop was in 
other business from 1857. The Bishop stamps appear to have been copied from 
those of Brorivne of Cincinnati al tho neither of the Bishop stamps have " CENT" 
or ' ' CENTS, ' '  and Type L 27 does not have a numeral of value. Bishop ad
vertised a One Cent collection fee and Two Cents for local delivery. Type L 27 
is known used for local delivery on a large valentine cover in the Laurence B . 
Mason collection, and also " to the post office " for the mails with the Three Cent 
Postage stamp of 1851.  One of Bishop 's notices mentions ' ' twenty carriers ' '  
which evidently is an error for ' ' trusty carriers. ' '  
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From 1856 to 1861 George Agar appears in Cleveland records as "post
man, ' '  ' ' letter carrier, ' '  or ' ' penny post, ' '  and during this period see�s to 
have been the only letter carrier serving the Cleveland Post Office. He is not 
known to have had a special stamp and it may be i;.ssumed that any letter on 
which his fee was paid by stamp bore the one cent pos'. age stamp of 1851 or 

1 85.t. BISHOP'S CITY POST. 1 854. 
THE UN DERSIGNED having been duly ap

pointed and commi�Aioned by the Po�t Afa.�ter Uener- !' 
al, to act as "POST-lfAN'' for this and Ohio Citi�s, �nder � 
� ��� � w�. I 

In otberci�ieA, of much less extended limiu,"CITY POSTS" • 

ba\"e been ··�tabliAbed. to the mutual bentfit of Carrier and 
People. 

I h:wr made arrangement� through tru�tv C'arrierg to 
del i »er LP.tiers, Paper�, PackagPA, Cards an•:i Circu lars' to 
any part of this and Ohio Citie�, immediately after the ar. 
rival oDlail�. 

Post nous for the reception of LettcrA an cl Papen; for 
Post Office or City Dolin•ry, will be found at; 

' 

Weddell lfous(', tW Ontario Street; 
Wave�l y  House, Cor. Ontario anc! Pub. S•1uare 
Amen•.nn Hotel, Cor. Erlu anrJ St. Clair St. Chulc·s Hotel ,�or Erie and IM'lkc ' 

c Xew F'nf(lan<I Hole!, Cor. Euclid and Pnb. Square Foref,t City Hotel, Comltl�1·cial House Seneca-st
' 

S,tenns' Dining lfall,H.R.n�pColumlii:ma House: PitU!. st.; � 
Court House, Cor. �larshall and Hamilton l' 
Franklin House, Cor. Lake and Clinton ' -� 
Johnson House, Cor. Cl inton and Ohio' l' 101 Erie Street, Cor. Parkman and Ki�sman S 
237 8t. Clair Street, Cor. Prospect and Erie ' 1' 
125 St. Clair Street, Cor. K nunan an•l Ohl�. 'I 
67 � Lake Street. 1: 

�o,t Box�s wi.11 oo placed at other conven ient places in 
this :md Ohio Cities, for the reception of Mail matter or 
City rlelivery. l 

CITY POST RATES. l' 
Per�ons desirous can arrange for the delinry of Mall E· 

) matkr by the week, on fair terms. S 
Let�ers for City Post Office . . • • . • • • • • •  1 cent each. l' 
Delivery Letters· - · · · · · ·· - · · · · · · · - - - -� " 1, Delivery Papers . •  --· · · · ··---·--··  • • 3' " t 

Liberal arrangements made for the delivery of Cards a 
Circulars and Daily Papers. Stamps 'IVill be foUDd at each I 

· Depot. t 
Persons wisbln� Letters delivered by the City Post will o 

please advise their correspondenta to &ddreM them, Street o 
- and Numbert..care of City Poat. Stamps, Envelopes. Sta- o 

tlonery and l'erlodicalA furnished by gmng 0Nle111 to C81'- ti 
rler. HENRY S. BISHOP C1t1 Post. d 

Cleveland, January 16, 1854. JanZl·3m JI 

(Above rr'9 rn " PAT P:RAGi R 1� P H  s '' - � Z S ) PU 13 l- l & H E D  G Y E J... 1. I OTT P E R R Y • 

Fi�·ure 46 F. 

1857, alone or with the Three Cent. One possible example has been found. The 
Sidney A. Hessel collection contains a small piece of cover with a One Cent 
. (Plate I Early) and Three Cent of 1851, cancel led with the blue Cleveland post
mark. The One Cent stamp may or may not have been used as a carrier. No 
special postmark or cancellation is known to have been used by Bishop or Agar. 

LOUISVILLE 

The information regarding the U. S. carrier service in Louisville, Ky., given 
m Luff's "The Postage Stamps of the United States" makes it appear that : 
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Service began about 1854 with one carrier. 
Charles P. Smith, the first carrier appointed, was succeeded by
David B. Wharton, January, 1st, 1 856, who was succeeded by
Wilson Gough, late in 1857 or January 1st, 1858. 
Joseph G. Brown was appointed to assist Gough soon after January 1st, 

1858. 
Gough retired before April 1st, 1858. 
S. B. McGill was appointed April 1st, 1858. 
Service was continued by Brown & McGill until September 30, 1860. 
According to this information Wharton served as carrier continuously for 

nearly or quite two years, but the fact is that he was on the post office payroll 
for a full year at this time. As one of 19 clerks in the J.;ouisville Post Office 
he drew $600 salary for the year beginning July 1, 1856. The records indicate 
that one or two other carriers were on the payroll at times. The years stated 
begin July 1st : 

1 8 5 4 , Wharton, $ 5 5 0 ;  S. B. McGill, $ 3 1 2  
1 8 5 6 , Wharton, 6 0 0 ; 
1 8 5 8 ,  Wharton, 6 0 0 ;  H . P. Smith 3 6 0  
1 8 6 0, Wharton, 7 0 0 ;  B .  H .  McGill, 3 0 0 

Records showing that Gough and Brown were post office employees at any 
time, or records for the intervening years, have not been found. "Wharton could 
have been a carrier when he was not draw.ing salary as a post office clerk. The 
most likely period seems to have been between July 1, 1857 and June 30, 1858. 

In 1872 Charles P. Smith, (no occupation stated ) ,  was living on Madison 
street, D. B. Wharton was a clerk in the Star Union Line, and S. B. McGill 
was a cigarmaker who worked or lived with B. H. McGill. Two men named 
Joseph G. Brown appear but no Wilson Gough. 

Wharton 's stamp (Type C 21 ) ,  and the stamps of Brown & McGill (Type 
C 22 ) ,  are lithographed imitations of the Eagle carrier design. It appears 
that the Louisville stamps were used only to prepay a Two Cent collection fee 
" to the post office " on mail going out of that city. The One Cent postage stamp 
of 1851-57 has not been found used as a ' ' carrier ' '  in Louisville and no special 
carrier postmark or cancellation is known. It was not customary to cancel the 
Louisville stamps, tho a few are known that happened to be affixed close enough 
to the U. S. Three Cent postage stamp to receive the ordinary townmark which 
cancelled the latter. 

NEw Om.EANS 

Complete records have not been obtained. In 1846 Alexander G. Penn was 
postmaster and Adolphe Wiltz, Valery Wiltz and G. Levasseur were employed 
in the U. S. Post Office. 'I'he brief notice found does not mention letter carrier 
service. In 1852 and 1853 (beginning as early as October 1851 ) ,  Valery Wiltz 
was superintendent of the carrier service, being followed by Gabriel Levasseur 
in 1854. Levasseur continued as superintendent of the carrier service or ' ' head 
of the city post " as late as 1857. From 1851 five carriers were employed, prob
ably three for the 1st district and two for the 2nd district, that being the service 
noted in 1856. 

The following item of February 14, 1849 is of interest altho it does not state 
definitely that the valentines were delivered by post office carriers : 

"ST. VALENTINE'S DAY.-The post office clerks will have as much as they 
can well get through with today, in assorting and delivering tender valentines, 
while doorbells and knockers will be in active operation, much to the annoyance 
of the poor servants who will have to answer the summons. * * * In New York 
the post office department is obliged to appoint a large additional number of penny 
post men to distribute the valentines received, and then it is a labor of days." 
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Under " Schedule of Postages-on and after 1st of July, 1851 " the following 
notice appeared in a New Orleans Post Office advertisement on June 12, 1851 
and frequently thereafter for several weeks. The date was soon changed to 
June 13. 

"WHEN DELI VERED BY THE U. S. CITY POST 

Each letter received by mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2c additional 
Each drop letter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . le do 
Each city letter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . le 
Each circular or handbill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . le do 
Each newspaper or magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1h c do 

M. MUSSON, Postmaster 
June 1 0 ,  1 8 5 1 ."  

Carrier rates published in 1852-54 have been found in which the fee for 
each " drop letter" and for each " city letter " was One Cent. Prior to July 1st, 
1851, local letters if deposited in the regular mail receptacle at the Post Office 
were ' ' drop letters ' '  and therefore subject to Two Cents postage as required by 
the Act of 1845, but only One Cent, under the Act of 1851. After July 1st, 1851 
the carrier fee of One Cent (beginning in 1851 7) for delivering a drop letter 
from the post office to an address outside was in addition to the drop letter 
postage. A " city letter " was handled entirely by the carrier department at 
One Cent withoid charge for Tl. S. past age. 

The fee for each circular or handbill was One Cent and for each newspaper 
or magazine was a half cent in 1851, the half cent rate being raised to One Cent 
in 1854. Except in 1851-53 for " city letters " these rates appeared as " addi
tional . ' '  In some instances thil" may have been a typographical error. No fee 
for collecting letters and taking them to the post office for the out.going mails 
is mentioned. As in some otlwr cities at the same period that part of the U. S. 
carrier service in New Orleans appears to have been free. In general, even 
when possible to do so, it was not customary to prepay a carrier delivery fee in 
one city on letters mailed elsewhere, hence the Two Cent delivery fee on letters 
coming into New Orleans, (as elsewhere ) was collected in cash on delivery or by 
quarterly account. Carrier stamps would not be used on letters going aid of 
New Orleans if there was no collection fee on such letters. The only use for 
carrier stamps therefore would be on local letters, either ' ' drop letters ' '  which 
were handled in the post office, or on ' ' city letters ' '  handled only by the carrier 
department. 

The claim has been made that : 
"Local Posts existing in New Orleans operated to a greater or less extent under 

the authority of the Postmaster of that C ity, acting, assumedly, under the powers 
conferred upon him by the Post Office Department." 

This claim is without foundation. The fact is that neither the postmaster 
nor the Post Office Department exercised any authority over the operation of 
local posts. 

Three local posts have been listed in New Orleans. In regard to Robert G. 
Kellogg who is alleged to have been a letter carrier, and also to have operated 
a Penny Post and City Despatch and to have employed at least two carriers, 
no such person appears in reliable records of New Orleans that have been 
searched. The stamp of Kellogg 's Penny Post & City Despatch, ( local No. 
6647 ) ,  was used in Cleveland, Ohio. In regard to the " CITY DISPATCH 
POST OFFICE " stamps of 1847, (Type L llO ) ,  that have been stated to be 
' ' undoubtedly Locals, rather than Carriers, ' '  it has been suggested that these 
stamps were either the successor or the predecessor of Kellogg 's Penny Post. 
They were �either. Attention is called to the fact that Gabriel Levasseur, (whose name sometimes appears as G. L. Nasseur) ,  was on the New Orleans Post Office 
payroll in 1847 and again from 1852 to 1859, his salary being about $1,500 
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much of the time. The " CITY DISP A'rCH POST OFFICE " and its stamps 
are connected more closely to the activities of Mr. IJevasseur than they are to 
Mr. Kellogg or his Penny Post. 

The third 0 )  New Orleans local post is Mason 's City Express, which 
uppears to have been the only local post in operation there in 1850. It has been 
claimed that the stamps of this post, "were used not only to prepay carrier 
charges on drop letters for Local Delivery, but to pay the carrier fee for re
ceiving and delivering letters from River and Ocean steamers landing at the 
Docks in the City. ''' * * this post, with others, had carriers or runners to 
meet each incoming and outgoing vessel. ' '  

I n  connection with the claim that the local posts i n  New Orleans operated 
under the authority of the Postmaster, etc. , the reference to carriers and carrier 
fees in the quotation regarding the activities of l\Iason 's City Express is clearly 
to U. S. letter carriers and to fees established by the Postmaster General. How
ever, no evidence has been produced to show that Mason was appointed by the 
Postmaster General or that any runners employed by his Express were U. S. 
letter carriers. The Post Office Department employed mail agents at the termi
nals of river and steamship mail routes. F. A. Dentzel, a New Orleans Post 
Office clerk as early as 1847, was a Mail Agent from about 1849, his salary for 
the year beginning June 30, 1852 being $1,925.38. The special postmark used 
by Dentzel is well known. ( See Chapter No. 47 ) .  U. S. mails passing between 
the New Orleans Post Office and contract mail steamboats or ships on the river 
were handled by bonded employees of the U. S. Post Office-not by a private 
post. 

In October 1851 a supply of 50,000 of 1he ' ' Franklin ' '  carrier stamp was 
sent to New Orleans. The few known to have been used were cancelled with a 
circular grid. No evidence appears that any of the " Eagle " carrier stamps 
were sent to or used at New Orleans. 

The Sidney A. Hessel collection contains a horizontal pair of the Franklin 
carrier, cancelled, and showing part of the snow-shovel in green. This pair 
might have been used to prepay a double rate " city letter, "  or possibly one 
stamp was used incorrectly for U. S. drop letter postage and the other prepaid 
the one cent fee for delivery by carrier. Another possible use would have been 
to prepay the two cent delivery fee on a letter coming into New Orleans. 

The only evidence noted of the use of One Cent postage stamps of 1851 or 
1857 to pay the U. S. carrier fee in New Orleans is a cover in the Harry L. 
Jefferys collection which bears endorsement indicating delivery by the Penny 
Post. This is a drop letter on which the One Cent postage and One Cent carrier 
fee were prepaid by a pair of the One Cent of 1851. The stamps are cancelled 
with the ordinary postmark and no carrier handstamp was used on the cover. 
No indication of the year appears. 

Several covers from or to New Orleans are known with a One Cent and 
Three Cent of 1851. These are usually marked " \Vay. " Evidently the One 
Cent stamp was used to prepay the One Cent "Way" fee for loose mail banded 
to a contract mail carrier, ( such as closed pouch service by steamboat) ,  and 
does not show service by local letter carrier in New Orleans. 

It is quite possible however, for a letter with the WAY fee prepaid by 
One Cent stamp to have been delivered by carrier in any city then having 
U. S. carrier service and to be either with or without a marking to indicate 
such delivery. The cover (see Figure 46 A )  bearing a One Cent and Three Cent 
of 1851 postmarked Brattleboro, Vt. , and also struck with the New Orleans 
carrier postmark shaped like a bandleless snow-shovel and reading " N. 0. U. S. 
CITY POST, " with month, day ap.d hour of delivery is an excellent example. 
This letter was handed to a contract mail carrier who deposited it in the 
Brattleboro post office, (with closed pouches picked up along his route) ,  and 
was entitled to claim One Cent of the Brattleboro postmaster for this WAY 
service, i .e . , carrying a loose letter. On arrival at New Orleans the letter was 
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turned over to the carrier service, (U. S. City Post ) , and the Two Cent fee for 
carrier delivery was collected in cash from the addressee. ' ' CAR. 2 ' '  in an 
oval indicates the fee. Both carrier markings on this cover are struck in green. 

NEW ORLEANS P. S. CITY POS'l' 

" N. 0. TJ. S. CITY PosT " 

The first U. S. carrier postmark known to have been used in New Orleans 
has " N. 0. U. S. CITY POST " with abbreviated month and day, and hour of 
delivery, in three lines, enclosed in a single line frame-the ·so-called " snow
shovel " type, see tracing top row at left Figure 45 B, Chapter No. 45, also 
Figures 46 A, 46 B, 46 C and 46 D. Dr. Chase mentions "3 P. :M:. " delivery 

. ..... �· . .,._.,,,_ 

- I. l / 

Fig·u1·e 46 B. 
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Fig·nre 4 0  C. 

Figure 46 D. 

and this postmark with a slug in the place of the delivery hour is illustrated on 
page 334 of his 3c 1851-57 book. 'fhe only other delivery seen is " 8. A. M. ". 
Dates of use in 1853 and 1854 have been seen but this postmark is believed to 
have been in use nearly two years earlier. It is found in blue and green. 

In connection with the snow-shovel two types of rate marks were employed 
to indicate delivery fees. 'fhe first type has ' ' PAID-CAR. 1 ' '  in large letters 
in a rectangular frame and is illustrated by Dr. Chase. (Page 334-Chase 3c 
1851-1857 Book) .  The same type but having numeral " 2 "  probably was used 
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but has not been seen. 'l'his rate mark has been noted only in green. The second 
type of rate mark is a small oval enclosing " CAit. 1 "  or " CAR. 2. " ( See 
tracings, Figure 45 B, Chapter No. 45 ) .  'rhese oval rate marks and the snow
shovel occur in green and in blue and as all examples seen with dates from 
April 20, 1853 have been in blue it is deduced that the color 0£ the New Orleans 
carrier markings was changed from green to blue before that date. 

The fact that there were two carrier districts in New Orleans-" 1st " and 
" 2nd "-and two rates of fee-One Cent for local letters, ( see Ihgure 46 B )  
and Two Cents for delivery from the (out-of-town) mails, ( see Figure 46 C ) ,  
haR led to some confusion regarding the meaning of the small oval handstamp . 
.A.s the writer was one 0£ those who inclined to the " 1st Carrier " (district ) and 
" 2nd Carrier" (district ) idea he welcomes this opportunity to agree with Mr. 
Ashbrook and the facts. On all the covers examined, and particularly the 
remarkable correspondence in the "William J. Aull collection, " CAR. 1 "  was 
used on local letters delivered. at the One Cent rate while ' ' CAR. 2 ' '  appears 
on incoming from out of town letters on which the delivery fee was Two Cents. 
( See Figure 46 D ) .  For tracings 0£ the above markings, see Plate 45 B, Chapter 
No. 45. 

Examples 0£ the snow-shovel used with one 0£ the oval rate marks, both 
being blue, on stampless covers are noted-all but one of these being in the 
William J. Aull collection. Also two stamped covers. 

April 20, 1853, incoming from .l\Iississippi, ' ' CAR. 2 ' '  
May 13, 1853, incoming from Delaware, ' ' CAR. 2 ' '  
December 30, 1853, incoming from France, ' '  C.A.R. 2 ' '  
November 19, --, local, "DROP-1 " in red, " C.A.R. 2 "  
December 14 , --, local, "PAID-1 " in red, also "DROP-1 " m red can

celled out with black grids, " CAR. l "  
March 24, --, local, " DROP-1 " in black, " CAR. 1 "  
August 5, 1854, incoming, "WAY-5 " i n  black, " CAR. 2 ", (F. A. Hollow

bush ) .  
August 23, --, on 3c 1853 envelope, " CAR 2 ", (Sidney A. Hessel) .  
July 3, --, with Three Cents 0£ 1851 to Vermont, but no rate mark and 

thus indicating no collection fee " to the post office-for the mails, ' '  (Fred S. 
Whitney ) .  

Figure 46 CC. 
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" N. 0 .  U. S. CITY PosT" 
The second type of U. S. carrier postmark of New Orleans has " N. 0. U. S. 

CI'rY POST " arranged in circular form and completed by an ornament at the 
bottom. The abbreviated month and day appear in the center in two lines and 
the whole is framed by a single line circle. (See tracing, Figure 45 B, top row 
at right-Chapter No. 45 ) .  'l'his postmark was in use as early as March 1855 
in blue, and in 1857 or later in black. Rate marks have not been seen used 
with it. 

March 24, 1855, in blue with 3c 1851, (George F. Krauss ) .  
July 11 , --, in black, with 3c 1857, on cover from Virginia endorsed, 

"Penny Post will deliver this, " ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
See Figure 46 CC, Black (Ashbrook) .  

NEW YORK 

As early as January 1842 there were U. S. letter carriers at the New York 
Post Office. In August 1842 the City Dispatch Post that had been operated by 
Alexander lVI. Greig from the previous :B'ebruary was acquired by the Post Office 
Department and became the United States City Despatch Post which issued the 
stamps catalogued as Type C 24. Under official appointment as a U. S. letter 
carrier Greig remained in charge of this service until 1844. At the end of 
November 1846 the United States C ity Despatch Post was discontinued by order 
of the Postmaster General but some of the carriers organized a private post under 
a new name and apparently continued the sen·ice which, as U. S. letter carriers, 
they had previously performed. 

Late in 1848 Aaron Swarts, who was then operating a private post known 
as the Chatham Square Post Office and who had formerly been an employee of 
the New York Post Office, obtained, or thought he had obtained, from the Post
master General, an appointment to conduct letter carrier service in New York. 
His claim was officially denied in such explic it and comprehensive terms as to 
leave no doubt in other minds that the appointment was either unfounded or 
premature. Proof that Swarts ever qualified as a U. S. letter carrier is lacking. 
The claim that Swarts ' stamps are U. S. carrier stamps appears to be founded 
partly on his statements regarding the alleged appointment in 1848 and on the 
fact that he had worked in the T J. S. Post Office in New York. 

During January 1849 a nrw carrier department in New York with Robert 
Roberts in charge, was organized by authority of the Postmaster General. This 
" City Post " began operation <'arly in February. Smal l round stamps with no 
device other than the wordin!!. " U. S.  l\'IAIL--ONE-CEN'f-PREPAID" 
were issued in connection "·ith th e n e w  carrier rates, viz : 

" City letters * * * will be delivered by the Mail Letter Carriers * * * 
at one cent. 

Letters for the mails " * * will be carried to the Post Office * * * One 
cent to be prepaid for each letter. 

Stamps receivable for C ity Postage only, are for sale at the several stations, 
the Letter Carriers' window in the Post Office, and by the Carriers. 

Circulars left at the Letter Carriers' window in the Post Office, or at any of the 
Branch Post Offices, delivered at one cent each, prepaid." 

Twenty-five stations or ' ' Branch Post Offices ' '  in drug and other stores were 
established at this time, but neither the Chatham Square Post Office of Swarts 
nor any private post which called itself a ' '  Dranch Post Office ' '  was included 
in Roberts ' official list of stations dated February 3, 18-1-9. 

How long Roberts ' " U. S. Mail " stamps, (catalogue Type C 27 ) ,  were on 
sale is uncertain. Covers bearing them frequently carry no indication of the 
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year, but the fact that mosi of the dates found are in 1849, 1850 or the first half 
of 1851 seems to support a conclusion that the stamps were not sold after June 
1851. Later use, though uncommon, is known and apparently any of these little 
round and cheerless stamps that were outstanding continued to remain valid 
until the carriers fees were abolished June 30, 1863. 

The Waterhouse collection contained a cover of June 18, 1852 from New 
York to Canada bearing the buff carrier ( �o. 1854 ) used as One Cent postage 
with three Three Cent stamps of 1851. By collecting from the Carrier Depart
ment the cent which the latter had already received for the ' '  U. S. MAIL ' '  
stamp the Post Office could compensate itself for this irregular use which may 
have occurred only this once. 

The Stephen D. Brown collection contained a cover from Brooklyn, N. Y. to 
New York City bearing the buff "U. S. MAIV ' stamp postmarked with a One 
Cent Type II of 1851. This rare-if not unique-combination use may be ex
plained if the envelope contained printed matter and was not sealed. The 
postage was paid by the ordinary One Cent stamp and the fee for delivery to an 
address in New York was prepaid by the carrier stamp. If it was a sealed 
" drop letter " mailed in Brooklyn instead of in New York the letter carrier 
should have collected postage due on it. 

Covers are known showing use of the New York "U. S. MAIL " stamps 
( C  27 ) with 5c and lOc ( ? ) 1847 stamps after February 1849. 

There is an explanation for the fact that the ' ' U. S.  MAIL ' '  stamps do not 
normally occur used with the ordinary Three Cent postage stamp of 1851. Such 
use would be to pay for taking a letter to the New York Post Office for trans
mission to another town, i .e . , ' ' collection fee. ' '  When the carrier system was 
re-organized in the summer of 1851 the One Cent collection fee in effect from 
1849 on such mail was abolished in New York and apparently it was not restored 
there until the Act of 1860 became effective. 

The " U. S. MAIL " stamps are much scarcer on local delivery letters than 
on mail that was carried to the New York Post Office. Only one special post
mark appears to have been used with them. (Figure 46-K) .  The impression 
is in red, usually indistinct, and the few examples seen were struck on local 
letters bearing the Type C 27 stamps, but a large proportion of such local letters 
do not have this postmark. No other U. S. carrier postmark is known to have 
been used in New York from December 1, 1846 until January 1856. 

In the sale of the Carroll Chase collection lot No. 646 was a stampless cover 
with this " U. S. CITY MAIL " postmark having "NEW" at left and "YORK" 
at right struck in red. 'l'he date is given as lj'ebruary 1851. 

At an undetermined date, believed to have been not long after June 1851, 
the " U. S. CITY MAIL " inscription was removed and later forms of this type 
without that lettering were employed for purposes that have not been identified 
with carrier service. An example of the latter is a cover ( See Figure 44 M, 
Chapter No. 44) , struck with this "NR\V-YORK" (only) postmark in red. 
The cover also bears the black "NRW YORK--1 ct" postmark that came into 
use about July 1851 for unpaid drop letters or circulars. Perhaps the red 
" NEW-YORK" (only ) marking was first used just prior to August 23, 1851 
while the experimental carrier service mentioned in the Herald of that date 
was in operation, but it is not certain that this red postmark indicates a carrier 
fee prepaid in cash. The black postmark was for one cent drop letter postage 
to be collected. (Also see Figure 44 A, Chapter No. 44, top row of illustration) .  

A cover formerly in the Carroll Chase collection bears the latest use of the 
NEW YORK (only ) postmark fhat appears to have been recorded. This cover 
was sold as lot No. 647 in the Chase sale and had a 'rype IV One Cent used in 
April 1854 with the postmark in red as a canceller. Definite indication of car
rier service does not appear in the description of this cover. 



THE UNITED STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 175 

1851 
"CITY PENNY POST.-POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

\Vashington, Aug. 12, 1851.-Notice is hereby given that in execution of the 
powers conferred by Congress, under the provisions of the 1 0th section of the Post
age Act approved 3rd March, 1 8 5 1 ,  the Postmaster General has established post 
routes on and over all the streets, avenues, roads and public highways within the 
limits of the city of New York. The following announcements have been adopted 
to carry out the provisions of said 1 0 th sectlon : -a superintendent and forty-five 
letter carriers have been appointed, and two hundred places have been selected and 
boxes put up for the reception of letters. Carriers call at said boxes four times a 
day. Letters to be sent by mail out of the city, found in the boxes or delivered to 
the carriers, will be taken to the Post Office free of charge. Letters to be delivered 
in the city, found in the boxes or delivered to the carriers, will be delivered at a 
charge of one cent. Circulars and hand-bills each one cent. Newspapers and 
pamphlets, each half cent ; Letters from the mails, two cents. Letters dropped in 
the Post Office, to be delivered in the city, in addition to drop-letter postage, one 
cent. Stamps for prepayment of the carrier's fee will soon be for sale by the super
intendent and carriers ; and the number of carriers will be hereafter increased, and 
such other arrangements made from time to time as may be necessary to make the 
carrier's department in the highest degree efficient and useful. 

N. K. HALL, Postmaster General 

( Saturday, August 2 3 ,  1 8 5 1 ) ." 

When, after two years trial the One Cent rate in the plan of 1849 did not 
enable the U. S. carrier department to monopolize the local delivery of mail in 
New York, the carrier rates were re-adjusted to put another plan into operation. 
This change was not due to any provision of the Act of 1851. The Postmaster 
General already had the power, and happened to exercise it after the Act of 
1851 became law. Under the Act of 1836, (and 1851 also ) ,  the Postmaster 
General could set the carrier fee at the legal maximum for " collection" and for 
' ' delivery, ' '  or he could make the fee for those services anything less than the 
two cent maximum in the law. At two cents, one cent or nothing, there were 
nine different combinations of these rates. Four of them were in effect at 
various times in one post office or another. :F'rom 1851 to 1860 the delivery fee 
' ' from the mails ' '  was 'fwo Cents and there was no collection fee ' ' for the mails ' '  
in New York. While this particular free service ' ' to the post office ' '  continued 
it was largely responsible for non-use of the One Cent postage stamp as a prepaid 
" carrier " on .mail going out of New York. 

The motive for this free collection service was definite, if not obvious. The 
U. S. Post Office could not compel the public to use its collection service ' ' to the 
post office, ' '  but it did control the delivery of drop letters and letters ' ' from 
the mails ' '  unless they were specially addressed, as, for instance, to a local post, 
or to the proprietor or other person connected with such a post. Altho it has 
been claimed that ' ' carriers had the general run of the Post Office and its sub
stations, " and this claim has, perhaps, been interpreted to mean that they helped 
themselves to such mail" as they wished to deliver, the fact is that this statement 
has no proper reference to regularly appointed and bonded U. S. carriers. It 
refers to other letter carriers, i .e . , those who operated private posts or were 
employed by the latter. Of course Aaron Swarts had access to the U. S. mails 
that his work required him to handle when he was on the Post Office payroll as a 
salaried employee, but even the bonded U. S. carriers did not have ' ' the general 
run of the Post Office " in any such sense as might be inferred from the state
ment quoted. Paragraphs X, XI, and XI I of the Regulations of 1836, (given 
in the Cleveland section of this chapter ) ,  are clear on this point, especially the 
last sentence in Paragraph XI : 

"XI. The letter carriers shall perform such duties in relation to the mailing 
letters received by them to be deposited in the Post Offices as the Postmasters shall 
direct ;  but they shall not be employed in making up or opening or examining the 
letter mails in the Post Office." 
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When the U. S. carriers were not permitted to examine the letter mails it is 
not likely that the employee of a private post would have been allowed even 
greater freedom in a U. S. Post Office. 

Having no control over letters ' ' for the mails ' '  until they were deposited in 
the Post Office, but having full control over those ' ' from the mails ' '  until they 
were delivered to addressees, the Postmaster General used this power-and his 
power to fix carrier rates-to compete more effectively with the private posts by 
abolishing the collection fee and making the delivery fee 'l'wo Cents. To patrons 
of the Post Office who mailed and received about an equal number of letters 
the total cost of the service was practically the same as if they paid one cent 
collection fee and one cent delivery fee, but the effect on the private posts was 
very different than if the U. S. carrier fee had been One Cent for each kind of 
service. A private post could not afford to carry letters ' ' to the mails ' '  free 
unless they could ' ' average out ' '  by charging two cents for delivery ' ' from the 
mails ' '  as the U. S. carriers did. \\That a private post might charge for delivery 
' ' from the mails ' '  could make no appreciable difference in its income because 
the U. S. carriers had a practical monopoly of that service. If a citizen wished 
to have his mail ( from out of town) delivered to him by letter carrier he could 
not conveniently avoid using the Government carrier service and paying the 
Government rate-Two Cents in cash on each letter. The struggle between the 
U. S. carrier department and Boyd, Swarts, et al was fought on that line until 
1860. 

Free U. S. carrier service " to the post office-for the mails " is the reason 
why local post stamps are rarely found used with U. S. postage stamps after 
1851 and also partly explains why the One Cent stamp of 1851 does not nor
mally occur with the Three Cent to make the carrier-plus-postage four cent 
combination from New York. 'rhe imperforate One Cent Type II plus Three 
Cent example in the Mason collection apparently is some kind of irregular use. 
No carrier postmark appears on this cover. 

On August 23, 1851 the New York Herald printed an article entitled 
" CITY PENNY POST " which gave carrier rates officially announced the same 
day, with interesting· comment and at least one important prophecy which did 
not come true. With the exception that the collection fee on letters taken to 
the post office for the out-of-town mails was abolished, the fees appear to be iden
tical with those in effect from l''ebruary 1849, and no further change has been 
noted until 1860. The rates are given elsewhere in the Postmaster General 's 
announcement and the remainder of the Huald article follows : 

"CITY PENNY POST.-This great desideratum has at length been established ; 
it was long since advocated by the Herald ; it was tried as au experiment by the 
Post Office authorities, and now it is un fait accompli-a fixed fact, publicly promul
gated as may be seen by reference to the order of the Postmaster General, in an
other part of this day's paper. The advantages of this accommodation to the public 
are so obvious that it is a waste of time and space to enumerate them ; and the 
only wonder is, why it was not long since adopted. I t  has existed for many years 
in London, Dublin, and many other cities of Great Britain and Ireland, and its 
benefits are felt and acknowledged by the inha.bitants of those cities. Our govern
ment has been slow in making this reform ; but better late than never. * * * 

This arrangement gets rid of the numerous express offices, in which there were 
great delays and irregularities ; and what greatly enhances the accommodation is, 
that stamps are issued for the pre-payment of city postage, and are sold at the Post 
Office, and at the several stations, so that if any person desires to despatch a letter 
to any person in any part of the city below Fiftieth Street, he can have it sent and 
delivered free of any charge, by affixing a penny stamp. The only objection to any 
part of this arrangement is the charge of drop postage for city letters dropped into 
the Post Office. It would be simpler, better, and more satisfactory, if  there was 
but one uniform charge of a cent for all letters from one part of the city to another, 
no matter where dropped. But we must not find fault  when we have got so much 
that is good. During the month of July there were delivered in the city from boxes, 
and from the Post Office, letters despatched from one portion of the city to another, 
2 0 7 , 2 7 2 ;  and there were carried from the branch office to the Post Office, for the 
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mails, 8 , 2 5  7 letters, free of charge. The Branch Post Office, ·or City Penny Post, is 
presided over by Mr. Marcellus Eells, who is known to be a very efficient and active 
officer. " 

(Note : The reference is to Mr. Marcellus Wells, who apparently was soon 
succeeded by John H . Hallett. ) 

Several state.men ts in the Herald article are puzzlmg. The article shows 
that the Penny Post had already been tried as an experiment by the Post Office 
authorities. Does this refer to New York, and if so what stamps were used, 
if any ? The only One Cent stamps available in New York at that time were 
possibly the ' '  U. S. MAIL ' '  design first used by Roberts and, beginning early 
in July, the One Cent postage stamp of 1851. It is hardly credible that anything 
like 207,272 " U. S. MAII..i " stamps could have been used in July 1851 and no 
copy of the One Cent postage stamp that was certainly used for carrier service 
until long after 1851 h as been found. 

The Postmaster General 's announcement dated August 12th, (by error for 
August 22nd Y ) ,  was not published until August 23rd and states that ' ' Stamps 
for the prepayment of the carrier 's fee will soon be for sale. ' '  Obviously the 
stamps were not then on sale. The Franklin carrier, ( No. 1801 ) ,  was then in 
preparation and the reference was probably to it. The only record of the ship
ment of the Franklin carrier stamp to post offices shows that the total issue of 
310,000 was divided among three offices, including 250,000 which were sent to 
New York on October 11, 1851. Apparently they did not arrive until the follow
ing April ( 1852 ) . \Vhat happened and what became of them is a mystery. 
'l'hey may never have been placed on sale for the two copies found with New 
York cancellations may possibly have been purchased in Philadelphia, or even 
New Orleans. 

The copy in the Sidney A. Hessel collection is on a small piece of cover 
and is cancelled in black with a New York postmark which includes " let " and 
which was used for unpaid Drop letters and unpaid printed circulars after 
June 30th, 1851. See Plate 44 A-Chapter 44-second row, extreme left ; also 
Plate 44 D-three examples in top row ; also Figure 44 M. 

The copy in the B. K. Miller collection, (New York Library ) ,  is on a buff 
envelope addressed to a lawyer at 85 Fulton Street. The stamp is cancelled in 
red with an uncommon postmark having " NEW" at left and "YORK" at right, 
enclosed in a circle. (See tracing " H "  on the plate, Figure 44 L, Chapter 
No. 44, also Figure 44 M) . A One Cent 1851 in the same collection is cancelled 
with the same postmark in black. This type of postmark is almost or quite 
identical with one that is occasionally found in red on or with the " U. S. MAIL " 
stamps except that the wording " U. S. CITY :MAIL " between "NEW" and 
"YORK" has been removed. A later form struck in black with a large rec
tangular slug between " NEW " and "YORK" may be mentioned. (See Figure 
44 A, Chapter No. 44, top row, second from left ) . This appears on a single 
One Cent 1851 on cover in the B. K. Miller collection and on a vertical pair 
off cover in the Harry L. Jefferys collection. ( See description of this marking 
in Chapter No. 44 ) .  

There is no evidence that the Eagle carrier, (No. 1802 ) , was ever on sale 
at New York, tho covers exist to which it has been fraudulently affixed. 

On August 23rd, 1851 the New York Tribime also commented at some 
length on the ' ' CITY PENNY POST ' ' :  

" *  * * This arrangement will go into effect forthwith and we presume all 
other City Post establishments will be obliged to close their business * * * ." 

As regards the other City Posts, what actually happened was very different. 
The Postmaster General 's order appears to have had no effect whatever on the 
private posts or on their use of stamps. For one reason or another some of the 
smaller concerns quit between 1851 and 1860, but many others started up. 
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John T Boyd obtained legal advice and his City Express Post continued to d<> 
business. In February 1849 Boyd claimed to have over 1,000 letter boxes and 
in Auo-ust 1851 he claimed to have over 2,000 boxes. Then, and for many years 
later the Boyd stamps were inscribed " 2  CENTS. " Judging by the relative 
scardity of Swarts ' stamps the business of the Chatham Square Post Office 
increased from 1849 to 1851 and continued to increase for some years thereafter. 
One type of Swarts reads " FOR-U. S. MAII,-ONE CENT-PRE-PAID . "  
The " Rough And Ready Dispatch " and the " Chatham Square Post Office " 
types have no expressed value. 

The meagre records that have been found seem to indicate that the carrier 
department of the New York Post Office had difficulty in obtaining enough busi
ness to operate efficiently until 1860. Beginning about 1851 John H. Hallett 
appears to have been Superintendent of the Alphabet and Carrier 's Delivery for 
twelve years or more. 

Hallett 's salary was $1,200 in 1845 and increased from $1,500 in 1851 to 
$2,000 in 1859-1861. 

1854-1861 

A post office advertisement dated April 1854 gave the address of about 220 
Ur;ited States Mail Stations and these possibly included some of the 200 places 
selected for U. S. letter boxes in 1851. There were three deliveries of city letters 
daily and four collections from the stations. The rates were the same as an
nounced in August 1851. The only reference to stamps is : 

"Stamps may be had for C ity Postage at the Post Office, and at the several 
stations." 

What were these stamps ? Of the four different One Cent stamps that may 
have been available in the New York Post Office at that date it seems obvious 
that the advertisement could not have referred to the F'ranklin carrier or to the 
Eagle carrier, and, regarding the " U. S. MAIL " stamps that were first issued 
" for city postage only " in 1849, the only indication that carrier stamps of this 
type may have been in use as late as 1854 is the vague statement in this adver
tisement. 

The remaining possibility is the ordinary One Cent postage stamp of 1851. 
All the evidence that has been obtained indicates that when this stamp was 
.originally issued the various uses for it included postage rates only-it was not 
intended for the prepayment of city letter carrier fees. No record of an 
authorization to use the One Cent postage stamp for city carrier use h as been 
fo�md, bid there m ay h ave been s11.ch authorizat1:on much earlier than 1856, 
which is the earliest year when such iise has been definitely established. Covers 
bearing the imperforate One Ceut stamp used as a carrier are not plentiful and 
those on which the exact year can be determined are exceptional. Unless the 
One Cent stamp happens to be a variety that was not issued until 1856 undated 
covers bearing it may have been used either before 1856 or afterwards. 

Authorization to use the One Cent postage stamp as a " carrier " possibly 
was coincident with the period when prepayment of most domestic mail became 
obligatory, i .e. ,  April 1855 (by stamps or cash ) ,  or January 1856 (by stamps 
only ) .  It may be noted however, that prepayment became obligatory only 
" between places in the United States " at that time-it did not then apply to 
local mail. The first of the two announcements of the New York Post Office 
that follow appeared in the early part of 1856. The second appeared from 1857 
to 1859. 

( a )  "City letters when delivered by CARRIERS 2 cents, prepayment optional." 
( b )  "All city letters are subject to one cent postage and when delivered by 

CARRIERS 2 cents, prepayment optional." 
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The " city letters " required only One Cent postage for each, if delivery 
was made within the post office, but if delivery was made by letter carrier to an 
address oiitside the post office a One Cent carrier fee was required in additi�n 
to One Cent postage. The above announcements do not mention the special 
One Cent rate of 1849-1854 for letters that were handled only by the carrier 
department and thus were not subject to drop Jetter postage. It is possible 
that this rate was abolished about 1855 and there is no reference to it in the 
following extract from the Postmaster General 's report of 1859. (Parts are 
printed in bold type here for emphasis ) : 

"l'ENNY POST 
The system of delivering letters by carriers at the domicil of the citizen was 

first recognized by the Act of 3rd March, 1 8 2 5 , and has within a few years been 
successfully introduced into several of our principal cities. Though constant en� 
deavors have been made to improve it, it is still imperfect in its details, and unsat
isfactory, alike to the public and to the department, in  its operations. The system 
cannot be regarded as having accomplished the obj ect of its establishment, so long 
as it does not command and deliver the local correspondence of the different cities 
in which it exists, which, thus far, it has wholly failed to do. 

This correspondence is now almost entirely in the hands of private expresses, 
whose rates are so low as to make a successful competition with them, on the part 
of the government, impossible. Their charge for the delivery of a letter is generally 
one cent, while this amount is necessarily exacted by the department for the carri
ers, and one cent in addition is collected on the local correspondence, as the postage 
fixed by the Act of 1 8 2 5 ,  on 'drop lettters.' Hence the aggregate postage on the 
city correspondence, under existing laws, which require that the system shall be 
self-sustaining, is at least two cents, which precludes the possibility of any success
ful competition with the private expresses. I therefore recommend the repeal of 
this provision of the Act of 1 8 2 5 ,  so far as it  crtn be construed as applying to 'drop 
letters' delivered by carriers. This would not result in any perceptible diminution 
of the postal revenues, inasmuch as the correspondence which would be thus secured 
by the department, does not now pass through its offices. 

It is true that the Postmaster General might, in hi:s discretion, arrest the op
eration of these private expresses by declaring the streets and avenues of the cities 
to which they belong to be post roads ; but until the department is prepared to de
liver city letters as cheaply and promptly as such companies can possibly do, I 
should regard the exercise of this power as unwise, if not harsh and oppressive." 

It should be borne in mind that this argument of the Postmaster General 
was in the nature of special pleading for a definite purpose--to have Congress 
remove the " drop letter " charge which was then being applied to letters de
livered by government carriers. He was "making out a case " and evidently did 
not choose to reveal facts that would tend to weaken his plea. Actually, the 
private expresses referred to were principally those in Philadelphia and New 
York, for at that date the government letter carriers apparently had most of 
the delivery business in Boston and Baltimore, Charleston, Cincinnati and Louis
ville, if not in several other cities. The last paragraph quoted from the report 
of 1 859 omits to mention that in 1851 former Postmaster General Nathan K. 
Hall had declared the public highways of New York and several other cities 
to be post routes and that the private expresses had continued to operate in 
defiance of that order. 

In reference to the period beginning in 1851 or later and continuing until 
the Act of 1860 became effective, most of the stamped covers in New York 
which have postmarks indicating carrier service bear a single One Cent postage 
stamp. If the special One Cent rate of 1 849-1854 actually did remain in effect 
until 1860 these letters could have been handled by the carrier department at 
that rate. The Two Cent rate would have applied to letters that were not 
handled entirely by the carriers and therefore were subject to One Cent drop 
letter postage in addition to the One Cent carrier fee. 

But if the special One Cent " carrier only " rate was abolished about 1855 
or later, another explanation must be sought for letters bearing only a One Cent 
stamp with postmark indicating carrier service during the period when all city 



180 TI-IE UNITED. STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 

letters that were delivered by carriers were subject to a total charge of Two 
Cents. As prepayment was optional as early as 1856 it would have been possible 
to prepay One Cent by stamp and have the other One Cent collected in cash on 
delivery, but this explanation does not seem adequate. The relative number of 
covers bearing a single One Cent stamp seems too great as compared with those 
few that bear two One Cent stamps. 

Statements in the Postmaster General 's report for 1860 convey the impres
sion that no collection fee had ever been charged at any post office for " the 
delivery of letters into the post office. ' '  This meaning is not in accord with the 
facts. A One Cent or Two Cent collection fee had been charged by most of 
the city carrier departments at various times up to 1860 and this fee seems not to 
have been abolished at Boston until 1859. The part of the report of 1860 which 
follows really refers to the situation at New York from 1851, (Parts are printed 
in bold type here for emphasis ) : 

"The Acts of July 2, 1 8 3 6 , and March 3 ,  1 8 5 1 ,  contemplated that the same 
charge should be made for the delivery of letters into the post office as for their 
delivery at the domicil of the citizen. From some unexplained cause, this provision 
of the law was not executed and the service of delivering letters into the post office 
for transmission has been gratuitously performed. No reason could be urged in sup
port of this usage, since this service, thus rendered without any return, has always, 
to the extent of its performance, cost the department as much as that for which 
compensation has been exacted. Orders have accordingly been given for the enforce
ment of this view of the law, and the revenue derived from this source, added to the 
other receipts of the carrier . system, will give it adequate support in the large 
cities at the low rate of One Cent established by the existing law, provided it can 
command the entire local correspondence for delivery ."  

The " existing law " was the Act of 1860 in which the discretionary power 
of the Postmaster General over carrier fees was removed. In that respect the 
Act of 1860 went further than the Postmaster General had recommended in 
1859 when he asked that postage be abolished on drop letters that were deli
vered by carriers. Under the Act of 1860 the carriers at any U. S. Post Office 
could not charge more than One Cent for any kind of ' ' delivery ' '  but the Post
master General construed the Act of 1860 to permit a charge of One Cent for 
each kind of service and gave orders ' ' for the enforcement of this view of the 
law, ' '  i .e. ,  the ' ' delivery fee ' '  was reduced to One Cent and a ' ' collection fee ' '  
of One Cent was established. This restored the rates of 1851 at the carrier 
departments in some cities and where the One Cent postage stamp was being 
used to prepay the carrier fee a greatly increased use of that stamp for that 
purpose resulted. The exact date when the One Cent collection fee of 1860 
became effective in New York does not appear. Perhaps it was coincident with 
the order of the Postmaster General that was referred to in the Herald on July 
18, 1860 : 

" DELIVERY OF LETTERS IN THE CITY-A NEW ORDER.-

We perceive, by an order just issued by the Postmaster General, that the system 
of carrying letters by express and city post in New York is to be suppressed hence
forth, and the delivery of letters confined to the Post Office carriers. The streets 
and avenues of the metropolis south of Fifty-fifth street are declared in accordance 
with the Act of C?ngress of March 1 8 5 1 ,  to be in future post routes, a�d the delivery 
of letters otherwise than through the Post Office is prohibited. 

It �s pretty :veil known that the delivery of city letters by means of the express 
compames and city post has heretofore been far more prompt and satisfactory than 
by the �ost Office system ; and we will expect that the Government in monopolizing 
the busmess, will take the responsibility, and see that the public do not suffer in 
time and convenience, by taking the letter carrying out of the hands of individuals 
or companies, and assuming the whole duty themselves." 

More than half of the postage-plus-carrier covers showing the four cent or 
eleven cent rate of 1860 that were seen were from New York. Such covers com
monly bear the Type V One Cent stamp with a Type II Three Cent, but other 
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combinations may be found and those that were noted are listed here, with the 
names of their owners. Clear datings for nearly every month from late in 
September 1860 to the middle of November 1861 have been seen, including one 
used after the One Cent stamp had been demonetized at New York. These 
covers do not have a carrier marking and are usually postmarked with a round 
townmark, (with or without " 1860 " or " 1861 ") and having a small open grid 
affixed for cancelling the stamps. Black only h as been seen. 

One Cent Type V, on Three Cent 1 8 5 3  envelope, August 2 4 ,  ( 1 8 6 0 ? ) ,  ( F .  A. 
Hollowbush ) .  

One Cent Type V ,  with Three Cent, September 2 8 ,  1 8 6 0 ,  ( L. B. Mason ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  with Three Cent, October 2 ,  1 8 6 0 ,  ( C .  Gray Capron ) .  
One Cent Type V, with Three Cent, on patriotic cover, ( L. B.  Mason ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  with Three Cent, October 2 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  ( F. A. Hollowbush ) .  
One Cent ( Plate 1 1 ) ,  on Three Cent "star die" envelope, April 3 ,  1 8  6 1 ,  ( L. B. 

Mason ) .  
One C ent ( Plate 1 1 ) ,  with Three Cent, July 3 0 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  ( Harry L. Jefferys ) .  
One C ent Type I ,  ( Plate 1 2 ) ,  with Three Cent, August 1 3 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  ( H .  C.  

Brooks ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  strip of four, September 2 8 ,  1 8 6 0 ,  ( F .  A. Hollowbush ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  pair and two singles, March 2 1 ,  1 8 6 1 , ( L. B. Mason ) .  
One C ent ( Plate 1 2 ) , with Ten Cent, April 2 4 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  to Nova Scotia, (L. B. 

Mason ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  with l Oc Type V,  July 1 8 ,  --, t o  California, ( H .  C .  Gibson) .  
One Cent Type V, with l Oc, to San Francisco, with what is known as the 

New York to California ocean mail postmark, ( Harry L. Jefferys ) .  
One Cent Type V, with l O c  Type V, September 2 9  --, to Bremen, ( Westfield, 

N. J. ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  with Three Cent 1 8 6 1 ,  August 2 9 ,  1 8 6 1 , ( H .  L. Jefferys ) .  
One Cent Type V, with Three Cent 1 8 6 1 , November 1 8 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  ( Westfield, N. J. ) .  

NEW YORK-BRANCH POST OFFICES 

None of the United States Mail Stations of 1854 appear to have been located 
in the office of any local post which was known as a " Branch Post Office " or 
used a similar title, or which is alleged to have been a branch of the New York 
Post Office. That also applies to the U. S. Mail Stations established later. 

U. S. MAIIJ STATIONS-" A "  TO " F "  

Sometime between April 1854 and the early part of 1857 the number of 
U. S. Mail Stations was reduced from nearly 220 to six, and a superintendent 
was soon placed in charge of each of these six stations. Beginning with ' ' A, ' '  
each station was assigned a letter in alphabetical order. The lettered Mail 
Stations of 1857 were located as follows : ' ' A, ' '  129 Spring St. ; ' ' B, ' '  439 Grand 
St. ; ' '  C, ' '  Fourth St. corner of Troy ; ' '  D, ' ' Bible House ; ' '  E , ' '  408 Third 
Avenue ; " F , "  368 Eighth Avenue. Variations given in the address of Station 
" C "  may refer to the same building or to another building close by. The loca
tion of Stations ' ' .E ' '  and ' '  F ' ' as published in 1857 may have been transposed ; 
at all events ' '  F ' ' and ' ' E ' '  are listed in later years at the addresses given for 
" E "  and " F "  in 1857. The U. S. Mail Station at 368 Eighth Avenue was near 
the " 8th A venue Post Office " of David Russell at No. 410. Russell 's " sub post 
office " did not operate very long after Station " F "  was established and this 
may account in some measure for the scarcity of Russell 's stamps, ('fype L 247 ) . 

Any letter from ' ' A ' '  to ' ' F ' ' may be found in certain carrier postmarks 
used on the One Cent postage stamps of 1857 and could occur with late use of 
the imperforate stamps. Station ' '  G ' '  was established so near to the end of the 
1851-57 period that postmarks identified with this station are not likely to be 
met with frequently, even on the perforated stamps. 

STATIONS ' ' G ' '  TO ' ' N ' '  

In 1855 agitation for better U. S. mail facilities in wha t  was then " uptown " 
New York did not produce the desired result. Instead, a local post known as 
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the " Madison Square Post Office " was established in the Madison Square sec
tion. The stamp of Daniel H. Cornwell, ( Scott No. 6474) , was used by this 
" sub post. " About five years later, that is, in the latter part of 1860 or early 
in 1861, U. S. Mail Station ' '  G ' '  was opened at 1259 Broadway, that location 
being near West 32nd Street and half a mile from Madison Square. No other 
U. S. Mail Stations were established until 1863, ( or late in 1862 ) ,  hence letters 
" H "  to " N "  will not occur with the 1851-57 stamps. " H "  was Yorkville ; 
' ' J, ' '  Harsenville ; ' '  K, ' '  Manhattanville ; ' '  L ,  ' '  Harlem ; ' '  M, ' '  Carmansville ; 
" N, "  Tubby Hook. Al tho the locality names of Yorkville, Manhattanville and 
Harlem are still used in New York City and at least one of these is known far 
beyond Manhattan Island, few people of the present generation probably have 
heard of Harsenville, Carmansville or Tubby Hook. 

BIBLE HOUSE AND METROPOLITAN POS'l.' OFFICE 

Bible House still occupies the truncated triangle between Third and Fourth 
A venues, Astor Place and 9th Street. In 1857, and previously for several years, 
the Metropolitan Post Office of William H. Laws was at No. 13 in this building. 
The names of the superintendents at Stations ' '  C ' '  and ' '  D ' '  do not appear 
until 1858 but there is no evidence that I1aws was superintendent at Station 
' '  D ' '  in 1857 and he certainly was not in 1858 or later. The claim that I1aws ' 
" Metropolitan Post Office " was also the Bible House Station (" D " ) of the 
New York Post Office, and that Laws ' stamps, ( Scott No. 6688-6692 ) ,  or any of 
them, are therefore U. S. Carrier stamps, is based largely upon a mere coin
cidence, viz., the fact that U. S. Mail Station " D "  happened to have been estab
lished in Bible House, which was then one of the largest buildings in New York 
City. This claim has not been supported by any proof that Station " D "  
occupied No. 1 3  in Bible House or that Laws ever qualified legally as a U. S. 
letter carrier. 

" SwARTs-B.-PosT 0FFicE�-N. Y.-CHATHAJ\II SQUARE " 

Regarding " facts " that have been presented to prove that the Swarts 
stamps are U. S. carriers ; some of these alleged facts would be pertinent if true, 
but are either untrue or are unsupported, while others are true but have no 
bearing on the matter. Practically all of the so-called ' ' evidence ' '  would be 
thrown out of any court as incompetent, irrelevant, or immaterial. For in
stance ; in one of the Swarts postmarks the " B. "- (which might be mistaken 
for a figure 8 ) -has been interpreted to signify " Branch B "  or " Station B "  
of the New York Post Office. The facts are that U. S. Mail Station " B "  was 
never in Chatham Square, neither was any Branch of the New York Post Office 
located there while this Swarts postmark was in use. The period after B. shows 
abbreviation. The complete word was ' ' Branch. ' '  The frequent use of such 
expressions as " Post Office " or " Branch Post Office " by various local posts at 
this period, having been misunderstood, has been given an official significance 
which the facts do not justify. Until private use of such titles was prohibited 
by Act of Congress in 1864 anybody who felt so inclined could call his business 
a Branch Post Office. 

It may also be noted that the Swarts stamps which were intended for use 
on letters to be taken to the New York Post Office at foberty and Nassau Streets 
do not read " U. S. MAIL-ONE-CENT-PRE-PAID " as do the U. S. carrier 
stamps of Roberts, (Type C 27 ) .  On these Swarts stamps the proprietor 's name 
is followed by a significant word-" FOR "-making Type L 255 stamps read 
" SW ARTS-FOR--U. S. MAIL " etc. 

In the same connection another fact is of some importance. By referring 
to the Postmaster General 's order of August 12,  1851 it will be seen that after 
that date, (or August 23rd, when the order was made public )  there was no 
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collection fee for taking letters to the New York Post Office if such letters were 
intended " for the mails, " that is, if they were to be transmitted to a post office 
outside of New York City. If Swarts had been an official U. S. letter carrier 
he would have been bound by this order. He would have been obliged to take 
all such letters from Chatham Square to Liberty Street, ( three-quarters of a 
mile ) , f1·ee, for no official carrier could charge a fee for doing what an order 
of the Postmaster General compelled him to do for nothing. .After .August 23rd, 
1851 the sale by Swarts of any of his " FOR--TJ. S. MAIL " stamps for such 
purpose, or their use to prepay a collection fee ' ' for the mails, ' '  is positive proof 
that any such stamps sold or so used after that date were not U. S. carrier 
stamps. 

· 

u. S. CARRIER POSTMARKS OF NEW YORK-1856 TYPES 

After the " U. S. CITY MA.II_; " postmark ( See Figure 46 K )  that had 

Figure 46 K. 

been in use with the " U. S. MAIL " carrier stamps, (Type C27 ) ,  was discon
tinued no carrier postmark with wording to identify it as such appears to have 
been used in New York until January 1856 when all three major varieties of a 
new general type probably came into use. The fixed portion of this postmark 
consisted of two concentric circles and between them is ' '  U. S. MAIL ' '  above 
and " CITY DELIVERY " below. A large removable numeral, (" l "  or " 2 " ) ,  
was inserted in the inner circle above type or logo for the abbreviated month and 
small numeral for the day. The ' '  P .AID ' '  which is often found at the top, 
outside the outer circle, was also a separable part and when incorrectly adjusted 
may occur to right or left of a ' ' centered ' '  position. There may have been many 
of these handstamps, all intended to conform to one pattern, but not necessarily 
being exact duplicates. Variations therefore could be produced by changing the 
date logos, rate numerals, or the ' ' PAID ' '  from time to time. These handstamps 
were used as postmarks on stampless covers and as a combination of postmark 
and canceller on stamps. In the latter case they are often indistinct, particu
larly when red ink was used. It may be assumed that until 1860 red was in
tended to be used when the carrier fee was prepaid and black when it was 
unpaid, and much evidence seems to agree with this assumption, but instances 
where black was used instead of red are noted. A classification of the 1856 
types that have been examined, with mention of some of the more interesting 
examples, follows : 

' ' PAm ' '--' ' U. S. MArL-CrrY DELIVERY ' '-NuMERAL ' ' l ' '  
IN RED 

This postmark is known used from March 28, 1856 to January 30, 1862, 
and in each intervening year. Until 1860 it was the commonest type of postmark 
indicating carrier servjce in New York. Coming into use early enough to occur 
on any variety of One Cent postage stamp that was issued during the last eighteen 
or twenty months of the imperforate period, it remained in use late enough to 
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Figure 46 X. 

occur on any variety of the perforated issue. Most of the One Cent stamps from 
Plate No. 3 probably were used between the Spring of 1856 and the Fall of 1857 
and altho few of those scarce imperforates are found with a carrier marking, 
those that do have such marking will be most likely to have this type. The 
following examples selected from many covers submitted by the kindness of the 
philatelists mentioned show the range of use of this postmark-canceller. 

IN RED ON IMPERFOltATE STAMPS 

Three Cent 1851,  March 28, 1856, overpayment of the delivery fee, (L. B. 
Mason) .  

One Cent Type II, (Plate Two ) ,  used by error on a circular to Providence 
which also bears the ordinary New York postmark, (L. B. Mason ) .  

One Cent Type II, with definite indication of use late in March 1856 and 
"4 PM " marking on cover in RED-the only example seen of an hour of 
del ivery mark (with or without station letter) that was not in black, (Harold 
C. Brooks) .  

One Cent Type II, (Plate 2 ) ,  with " 1  PM, " and another similar cover with 
" 4-PM, " (Wendover Neefus ) .  

One Cent Type II, with "A "  and delivery hour, (Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type I I ,  July 31, 1856, without " station and hour" mark, (Sidney 

A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type II ,  (Plate 3 ) ,  1\fay 20, 1857, (Harry L .  Jefferys) .  
One Cent Type II,  two singles with "A-11/2 PM" on cover, (H. L. 

Jefferys) .  
One Cent Type II I ,  (Plate -1- ) , with " A-4 PM, " in 1857, (fr B. Mason) .  
One Cent Type IV, vertical pair, ' '  l ' '  rate used by error March 23, --, 

and " 1  PM, " (Frank A. Hollow bush ) .  
One Cent Type IV, April 22, 1856, on a circular, (Henry C. Gibson ) .  

I N  RED ON PERFORATED STAMPS 

One Cent Type IA, August 8, 1857, (Daniel J. Schoonmaker ) .  
One Cent Type II, November 1857, " 4-PM" C n , (L. B . Mason) .  
One Cent Plate 4, and One Cent Type IV, singles off cover, (Sidney A. 

Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type V, vertical pair 81-91 R (Plate 8 ) ,  off cover, ( S. D. Brown) .  
One Cent Type V, (Plate 9 ) ,  with ' '  B ' '  and delivery hour, (Wendover 

Neefus ) . 
One Cent Type V, on circular in 1858, (L .  B. Mason) .  
One Cent Type V, two singles (double rate ) ,  December 1860, (L. B . Mason) .  
One Cent Type V, April 1861, with " F-1V2 PM, " (L. B. Mason) .  
One Cent 1861, January 30, 1862, (h B. Mason ) .  

IN  RED ON STAMPLESS COVERS 

May 1, 1857, ( Sidney A. Bessel ) .  
June 1 ,  1859, (Laurence B. Mason ) .  
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" PAID-U. S. lVIAu.,-CrTY DELIVERY-NUMERAL " l "  

IN BLACK 
Only one example has been reported, (Frank A. Hollow bush ) .  

Figure 46 Y. 

" PAm "-" U. S. l\1:A1L--Crrv DELIVERY "-NuMERAL " 2 "  

I N  RED 

185 

No example containing mention of the year has been submitted but as this 
postmark in red occurs on imperforate One Cent stamps of Types II ,  (from 
Plates No. 2 and No. 3 )  and IV, and also on perforated stamps of Types II ,  IV 
and V, in all probability it dates from January 1856 and was in regular use 
until 1860. Whether or not it was permanently retired in 1860 does not appear. 
Tho occasionally this postmark was used on single One Cent stamps, the most 
frequent use was evidently on pairs of One Cent or two singles, either imperfo
rate or perforated. Quite possibly these pairs prepaid One Cent drop letter 
postage plus One Cent carrier fee. ( See Figure 46 L and 46 M ) . The following 
examples are typical of those that have been shown by the gentlemen named. 

One Cent 1851, Type II, pair on coYer, (I,aurence B. Mason) .  
One Cent 1851,  Type II ,  ( Plate 3 ) ,  pair on cover, ( H .  L .  Jefferys) .  
One Cent 1851,  Type II ,  (Plate 3 ) ,  single, off cover, ( H .  L.  Jefferys) .  
One Cent 1 851 ,  Type IV, pair with " A-11'2 PM , "  (Wendover Neefus ) . 
One Cent 1851,  Type IV, pair with " D---4 Pl\I , "  ( L .  B. Mason ) .  
One Cent 1851, (Plate 4 ) ,  pair off cover, (H .  L. Jefferys ) .  
One Cent 1857, Type II, (Plate 2 ) ,  two singles on cover with " 4-PM " 

but no station letter, (h B. Mason) .  
One Cent 1857, Type IV, single off cover, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  

Fig·u.-e 46 L. 
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Fig;ure 46 JU. 

One Cent 1857, Type V, pair on cover with " 1<1-4 PM, " (L. B. M:ason) .  
(Also see Plate 44 D-Bottom Row) . 
There are three stampless covers in Westfield, New Jersey. One is without 

the additional ' ' station and hour ' '  marking ; one has ' '  C-4 PM ; ' '  and one has 
" C-1 Y2 PM. " On this last a handstamp reading " POS'l' OFFICE BUSI
NESS-FREE ' '  was cancelled out with three black grids. 

" PAm "-" U .  S. l\iA1L--CrrY DELIVERY "-NuM:ERAL " 2 "  

A few examples have been noted on Type V stamps. The Laurence B. 
Mason collection contains a single une Cent on cover of Ilfarch 1859 on which 
this 2c marking was used by error and a pair of One Cent Type V on cover of 
December 5, 1859. The Sidney A. Hessel collection contains a similar cover 
but also having station and hour postmark ' '  E ' '  and undated. Another pair 
of Type V off cover is in the Frank H. Morgan collection. This postmark
canceller either continued in use or was resurrected for it is found occasionally 
in black on stamps of the 1861-63 issues. The Mason collection has it on a 
2c Jackson adhesive used in March. 'l'he vear must be 1864 or later. It was 
also used on a cover of December 1st beari{ig two stamps of the 1861 issue in a 
collection at Westfield, N. J. The date ( 1861 ? )  , is not legible enough to make 
the year certain. 

Figure 46 z. 

" U. s. Il'IAIL--ClTY DEJ,IVERY "-" l "  

I N  BLACK 

(Numeral " l "  short and and thick ; "PAID" omitted) .  
This variety has not been noted in red and presumably was intended for 

mail on which the carrier fee was not prepaid. ( Sec Figure 46 N ) .  It does 
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Figure 4 6  N. 

occur as a postmark on stampless covers and also was used as a canceller on 
imperforate and perforated stamps, usually the One Cent postage stamps of 
1851 or 1857. Examples are noted from January 9, 1856 to September 9, 1861,  
including each intervening year except 1858. It is  assumed that 1858 is missing 
merely because no cover of that year that was seen happened to have mention 
of the year. Through the helpfulness of the friends whose names appear the 
record that follows has been made possible. 

ON STAMPLESS COVERS 

January 9, 1856, earliest date recorded of any carrier postmark of the 
1856 group, ( Laurence B. Mason ) .  

August 30, 1856, September 12,  1860 and March 25, 1861,  ( Sidney A. 
Hessel ) .  

1859, ( enclosure dated September 2 ) , with " C--4 PM, " ( Harold C. 
Brooks ) .  

O N  lMPERFORATE STAMPS 

One Cent Type IA, single, off cover, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) . 
One Cent Type II ,  ( Plate 3 ) ,  off cover, (H.  L. Jefferys ) .  
One Cent Type IIIA, ( Plate 4 ) , May 1857, (L . B.  Mason) . 
One Cent Type IV, and " 4-PM " without station letter, (L . B .  Mason ) .  
One Cent Type IV, postmark struck on three single stamps that were used 

as a Three Cents stamp on cover to Baltimore, ' '  FEB-26--. ' '  The only 
example of such use, (Philip G. Straus ) .  

ON PERFORATED STAMPS 

One Cent Type I, (Plate 12 ) ,  single off cover, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type II ,  ( Plate 12 ) ,  single off cover, ( Stephen D. Brown ) .  
One Cent Type V ,  April 1 ,  1 859, " F "  and delivery hour, ( Sidney A. 

Hessel) .  
One Cent Type V, September 3,  1859, no " station and hour, " ( Sidney A. 

Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type V, with " E "  and delivery hour, (Wendover Neefus) .  
One Cent Type V, pair, February 13,  1860, (William West ) . 
One Cent Type V, pair, July 2, 1860, with " E-4 PM, " (L. B. Mason) .  
One Cent Type V, vertical pair off cover, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type V, four copies to Ann Arbor, Michigan, August 1 ,  --. 
The carrier postmark was struck on the fourth stamp only. The 4c rate, 

( 3c postage plus le for carrier fee ) ,  was seldom prepaid with four One Cent 
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stamps and none of the few other such covers seen had a carrier marking. 
( Stephen D. Brown ) . 

Three Cent Type II ,  September 9, 1861,  with " E "  and delivery hour. 
These " Old stamps " had not been demonetized at New York at this date so this 
use of the 1857 stamp in overpayment of the carrier fee at this date, tho very 
late was still legal, (Laurence B. Mason ) .  

U.S.MAIL 
4 P. M .  

D E LI V ERY 

Figure 46 TT. 

"U. S. MA1L "- ( HouR) -" DELJVERY " 

BLACK OR RED 

( A  station letter frequently appears with and j ust above the single !me 
panel which encloses the three line inscription ) .  

I n  addition to the carrier postmark that was used for cancelling the postage 
stamps and to mark the month and day of mailing, a " station and hour" mark
ing often, but not always, was struck elsewhere on covers handled by the U. S. 
letter carriers. ( See Figure 46 L ) .  The earliest use found is in red on a cover 
in the Harold C. Brooks collection which was postmarked about March 28, 1856. 
The letter which was enclosed was answered on April 2nd. All other examples 
seen were struck in black. Several examples each of all six letters from " A "  
t o  " F "  have been found, but only one " G. "  This is on a cover of July 15, 
1861 in the Laurence B. Mason collection. 

A single Type V One Cent stamp in Westfield, N. J. has part of the "NEW
YORK P. 0. " carrier postmark of 1 860 and was also struck with the panel 
"B-1 1  AM. " This copy is the only instance found of a " station and hour " 
marking on a stamp. Mr. Mason has suggested that the " hour of delivery " 
panel with the station letter omitted was used at the carrier office in the main 
post office. No doubt that is correct. 

Two of the three deliveries were at 11 A. M. and 4 P. M. For awhile the 
early afternoon delivery was at 1 P. M. The April 1861 cover in the Mason 
collection shows delivery at 11/3 P. lVI. at that date. The various combinations 
of " station and hour " panels and other carrier postmarks used with them are 
noted elsewhere in the lists of examples of the various types of New York 
carrier postmarks. 

NEW YORK CARHJER POS'l'MARKS-1860 TYPES 

Covers that were examined show that three new types of One Cent carrier 
postmarks appeared in New York in 1860. E ach of them is enclosed in a single 
line circle. One of two that are very similar is without "PAID" while on the 
other the lettering is crowded to include " PAID "  between "NEW YORK " and 
" CITY DELIVERY. " The third type has " NEW-YORK P. O. " at the top 
and at the bottom is " STATION " followed by the letter designating a U. S. 
Mail Station. 

" NEW YoRK CrrY DELlVERY-1 Or. " 
IN BLACK 

'fhis type has been founrl. used from ,January 4, 1860 to July 15, 1861. 
( See Plate 45 E-Bottom Row, at right, use Sept. 1 ,  1860 ) .  It occurs either 
with or without an additional station postmark on stampless, or on stamped 
covers bearing Type V of the One Cent 1857. On the following covers from 
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Fig·ure 4 6  XX. 

various collections four different " Station and hour of delivery " postmarks will 
be noted. 

January 4, 1860, letter " C "  with hour, ( Harold C. Brooks) .  
March 25, --, " B-4 PM, " stampless, (L. B.  Mason) .  
July 15,  1861, " G-4 PM, " stampless, (h B .  Mason ) .  This is the only 

postmark of any kind from Station " G " that was found. 
Pair of One Cent Type V, letter " E "  with hour, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
Pair of One Cent Type V, paying double rate on a large envelope, ( Clinton 

B. Vanderbilt ) .  
Three Cent 1857 Type II ,  overpaying the delivery fee, ( Sidney A. Hessel) .  

Figure 46 YY. 

" NEW YORK PAID CrrY DELIVERY-I C'r. " 

IN RED 

'l'his postmark-canceller was found used from 1\fay 29, 1860 to September 
30, 1861 on the 1857 issue stamps, and also occurs on the stamped envelopes of 
1860 and the adhesives of 1861.  Among the more interesting uses worthy of 
special note are the following covers from the sources mentioned. 

One Cent Type V, May 28 (or 29 ¥ ) ,  1860, ( Seen at Westfield, N. J. ) .  
One Cent Type V, two singles used together and with " E-4 PM " station 

marking, (Wm. J. Aull ) .  
One Cent 'rype I (Plate 12) ,  with " E-4 PM, " (Wendover Neefus) .  
One Cent Type � (Plate 12 ) ,  with " A-4 PM, " (L.  B.  Mason) .  
Three Cent Type II,  overpaying delivery fee � ,  (L .  B .  Mason) .  
Three Cent Type II ,  on 3c " star die " envelope, ( Ii .  B.  Mason) .  
Three Cent Type II ,  from Connecticut, September 30, 1861,  (William 

West ) .  
One Cent Type I IIA, (Plate 1 1 ) ,  single off cover, (seen a t  Westfield, N .  J. ) .  
One Cent Type V, on circulars of February 9 and April 15,  1861,  ( II. L.  

Jefferys ) .  
One Cent " star die " envelope of 1860, (L .  B.  Mason) .  
24c 1 860, ( Scott No. 52 ) ,  off cover, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent 1861 on cover of September 20, 1861,  (Wm. J. Aull ) . 

" NEW YORK PAID CITY DELIVERY-1 CT. " 

IN BLACK 

Only one example has been noted. This is on a Type V One Cent off cover 
in the Laurence B. Mason collection. 'rhe  date in the postmark is " JAN 24. " 
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Figure 46 ZZ. 

" NEw-Y ORK P. 0. "-NUMERAL " l  "--" STATION ( ) " 

IN BLACK 

It is assumed that one of each of the six station letters from "A" to " F "  
(and probably " G "  also ) ,  was in use at the U. S. Mail Station indicated by the 
letter in the postmark, but all the letters have not been seen. Postmarks of this 
type are known used from December 12, 1860 to September 2, 1863. In two 
instances the station postmark was used on a cover addressed outside of New 
York and thus taking the 4c rate, viz., 3c postage plus le " collection fee " for 
the carrier. Such use of the station marking is most unusual. The practice 
was to postmark such letters with the ordinary postmark of the Tew York Post 
Office. 'fhe following examples showing use of the carrier marking on the 1857 
issue and a few with later issues are selected from a number that may deserve 
special mention. The generous co-operation of the gentlemen whose names are 
appended has made this record and other records in this chapter possible. 

One Cent Type V, December 12, 1860, "A" in postmark, (F. A. Hollow-
bush ) .  

One Cent Type V ,  off cover, " E "  in postmark, (Howard R. Taylor) .  
One Cent Type I, (Plate 1 2 ) , "A" in postmark, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type I ,  (Plate 12 ) ,  May 1861,  with station and hour-"F-

11 AM"-on the cover, (Laurence B. :Mason ) .  
One Cent Type IIIA (Plate 1 1 ) , on small piece with 3c, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) .  
One Cent Type V with 8c Type II, ,June 14, 1861, "D"  in postmark, 

(Wm. J. Aull ) . 
One Cent " star die " envelope, used in August, 1862 �' (L. B.  Mason ) .  
One Cent 1861, single off cover, " B "  in postmark, (Frank H. Morgan ) .  
One Cent 1861, local covers, (Sidney A. Hessel and Fred S. Whitney) .  
Two Cent 1863, September 2, 1863, ' '  C ' '  in postmark, (L. B .  Mason) .  

Figure 46 ZZZ. 

' ' PAID ' '  

" NEW-YORK p_ 0. "-Nu11rnRAI1 " l  "-STATION ( ) " 

IN BLACK 

This variety is the same as last except that it has " PAID " outside at the 
top. Only five examples have been seen. It was struck on a single One Cent 
1857 Type V on a cover in the Stephen D. Brown collection, and it also cancels 
a Three Cent 1861 that overpaid the local delivery fee on a cover of May 7,  
( 1862 n in the collection of William West. In the Ashbrook collection is a 
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single One Cent 1857, Type V, on cover, with the station letter illegible, and 
on face, Figure 46 TT marking with " :B-, , " also a single One Cent 1857, Type V, 
off cover, with " JAN 8 "  (Figure 46 ZZZ ) , Station "B, "  and a single One Cent 
1857 Type V "May-1 "-Station " C. "  

" U. s. MAIL-CITY DEJ.,IVERY " ( ? ) 
IN BLACK 

Type 46 Ml\IlVI no illustration. 
This postmark appears to be an imitation of the unpaid type of 1856 with 

inner circle omitted, taller letters, and the "Y" of " CITY " closer to the "D "  
of "DELIVERY. " The only example seen is on a local delivery cover bearing 
a One Cent 1861 in the Laurence B. Mason collection. 'l'he month and day are 
not legible and there is no mention of the year. 

1861 TYPES 

At a date in 1861 which evidently was subsequent to August, a few single 
circle postmarks came into use that may possibly be found with unusually late 
use of the 1857 stamps in New York. Altho these postmarks properly belong 
in the 1861-66 stamp period they may be rightly included in a collection of the 
1851-57 issues when found on the latter stamps. 

Fig·ure 46 X X X X .  

" NEW-YORK CITY-PAID 1 CT. " 

IN RED 

This carrier marking is commonly found on the One Cent stamp of the 1861 
issue and was in use as late as December 15, 1862. 'rhe only example noted 
on the 1857 issue is a cover of December 11 ,  1861 bearing a One Cent Type I, 
(Plate No. 12 ) , in the Laurence B. :Mason collection. The 1851-57 postage 
stamps had been demonetized at the New York Post Office several months before. 

Fii,,1tre 46 YYYY. 

" NEW-YORK CITY-1 CT. " 
IN BLACK AND RED 

Very similar to the last except that ' ' PAID ' '  has been omitted. This variety 
may not be a carrier marking. The only example noted on the 1857 stamps 
is a Type V One Cent off cover in the Howard R. 'raylor collection. A stamp
less cover in the Harold C. Brooks collection shows use of this marking on 
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November 16, 1861. The cover also bears " station and hour" marking " C-
4 PM. " In the E . Tudor Gross collection is a folded printed circular with a 
One Cent 1861 tied by this marking in red. The circular is dated " Jan. 1 1862 " 
and the date in the marking is " JAN l. " The address is " G. I. B�chtel
Present. " 

" NEW-YORK CITY " 

IN BLACK 

'I' his variety may have been made by removing " 1  CT. " from the l ast 
postmark noted, and may not be a carrier marking. The only date seen is 
' ' DE C  5 ' '  on a single One Cent 1861 in the Sidney A. Hessel collection. 

PHILADELPHIA 

There were letter carriers of the U. S. Post Office in Philadelphia for several 
years before 1849 and a number of local posts were in operation for longer or 
shorter periods from the early 1840s up to 1861. By far the most important of 
these independent services was Blood 's Despatch, a highly enterprising and 
efficient business with which the U. S. carrier system at best was but a feeble 
competitor. Early in 1849 the Post Office Department made a serious attempt 
to obtain a greater share of the local delivery business and as was done at 
Boston, New York and probably Baltimore, the U. S. carrier delivery system 
in Philadelphia was re-organized and a carrier fee of One Cent was established 
by the Postmaster General. Under date of February 15, 1849 the postmaster 
at Philadelphia, acting under instructions from the Postmaster General , an
nounced the service and fees which were to go into effect on the following Mon
day, February 19th. 

"Letters from the mails will be delivered for one cent each. Letters for the 
mails will be taken to the Post-office at one cent each, and letters written in the 
city, to be delivered in this city, will be collected and delivered at least twice a day, 
for one cent each. * * * Circularn for City Delivery will be received at the 
Letter CARRIERS' DEPARTMENT in the Post-office, and delivered at one cent 
each, to be pre1)aid. All lettel!"s deposited in the boxes must be prepaid, one cent.'' 

In 1849 the postage on drop letters, (Act of 1845 ) ,  was Two Cents, and 
when delivered by carrier the One Cent carrier fee was added, making the total 
charge for that particular service Three Cents. Under the Act of 1851 the 
charge for the same service ·was 'l'wo Cents. From 1849 the various stamps of 
Blood 's Despatch and B lood 's Penny Post had a value of One Cent each and 
B lood 's continued to hold the lion 's share of the local mail business. Even if 
no other evidence existed the scarcity of the special stamps issued for the U. S. 
letter carriers during and after 1849 as compared to those of Blood 's shows 
who was getting the business. But there is other evidence. 

Section 10 of the Act of March 3, 1851 empowered the Postmaster General 
to declare the public highways of cities of a certain class to be post routes. 
Philadelphia was in this class. The intention was to make the private posts 
i llegal carriers, in order to suppress them and thus make the government carrier 
service a monopoly. After Congress passed the Act, but before July 1, 1851 
when it became effective, the proprietors of Blood 's Despatch attempted to 
forestall such action by the Postmaster General in Philadelphia. On June 28, 
1851 they published a long announcement, part of which was a copy of an offer 
which had been made by the.m to the Postmaster General nearly two months 
before. This announcement throws much l ight on the carrier situation in Phila
delphia up to that time and also affords some explanat ion for what happened 
afterwards. The more pertinent parts are given : 
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" BLOOD'S DESPATCH has now been tested during six years. Its usefulness, 
certainty and expedition are fully established. * * * Copy of the Proposal and 
Recommendation submitted to the Postmaster General on 3d May, 1 8 5 1 . * * * 

SIR.-The undersigned, proprietors of Blood's Despatch Post, who have been 
engaged since 1 8 4 5  in the business of delivering letters throughout the city of 
Philadelphia, propose to deliver all mailable matter which arrives by mail in Phila
delphia, or is deposited in the office there fer distribution in that city. 

They believe that by uniting the mail delivery with their present city delivery, 
the people of Philadelphia can be better accommodated and at less rates than by 
any other system. 

The Government Post Office has never been able to make more than one de
livery in winter, and two deliveries in summer. This has been a serious inconve
nience to the citizens of Philadelphia, whose letters in consequence of it, during 
half the year, lie in the office, sometimes for twenty-four hours after their arrival 
in the city. Of course that office has never at any time been able to acquire any 
considerable share of business as a city despatch post. In fact, until lately, it has 
never had any deposit box but at the central office, nor proposed to be a city post 
at all. And it has attempted to become a city post lately only in consequence of 
the great utility and success caused by the genPral fidelity and efficiency with which 
the latter has been managed. 

The undersigned believe that the Government Post-office can never become an 
effective and satisfactory city post. It attempted the business in imitation of 
Blood's Despatch Post about two years since, and totally failed. The reason is 
obvious. * * * 

Blood's Despatch, on the eontrary, has, at all seasons, made collections from 
over 3 0 0  boxes, in a circuit of  twelve miles, four times every day. * * * T'he 
undersigned now propose to the General Post Office Department to make regular 
and prompt deliveries FJVERY TWO HOURS, throughout the day along with their 
own letters, of all mailable matter arriving by mail, or deposited in the Philadel
phia Post-office for distribution in this city, letters at one cent, and other matter at 
present Post-office rates. They will make returns from all matter to the City Post
master, every day or week, as may be directed, and will give satisfactory security 
for the faithful discharge of whatsoever they may undertake on behalf of the Unit
ed States. 

Respectfully submitted by 

DANIEL 0. BLOOD 
CHARLES KOCHERSPERGER 

Proprietors of Blood's Despatch. "  

The reference to the Government Post Office having totally failed in its 
attempt to imitate Blood 's service two years before 1851 explains why the 
Philadelphia carrier stamps of 1849-50, particularly Types C 28 and C 29-
are so rare. Even with a One Cent rate for all letters not subject to drop letter 
postage the U. S. carriers could not compete w ith Blood 's Despatch. 

The Postmaster General 's report for 1851, bearing date of November 29th 
of that year, states : 

" The streets, avenues, roads and public highways of the cities of New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia and New Orleans have been established as post routes under 
the 1 0th section of the postage act of March 3, 18 51 * * * . "  

On September 20, 1851 the North A.merican & U .  S .  Gazette of Philadel
phia carried an announcement of N. K. Hall, Postmaster General, declaring all 
the streets, etc.-
"within the limits of the city of Philadelphia, and the Districts of Moyamensing, 
Northern Liberties, Southwark, and those portions of the District of Spring Garden 
not embraced within the boundaries of the Spring Garden Post Office, PUBLIC 
POST ROUTES. 

A Superintendent and upwards of F'orty Letter Carriers, have been appointed, 
and about two hundred places of deposit have been selected, and boxes put up for 
the reception of letters. Carriers call at such boxes regularly, at least three times 
each day and take all letters deposited therein for places out of the city of P hila
delphia and the Districts above named, to the Post Office, to b e  mailed, FREE O F  
CHARGE. 
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Letters mailed out of the C ity or  Districts, and received from the Post Office, 
are delivered to the persons addressed at a charge of Two Cents for each letter so 
delivered ; Circulars and Handbills each One Cent ; Newspapers and Pamphlets each 
Half a Cent. Letters dropped into the Post Office, to be delivered in the C ity or 
Districts aforesaid, One Cent. The regular or drop letter postage is also to be 
collected by the carrier, who accounts to  the Postmaster for the same. 

All letters delivered to the carriers or found in the boxes, addressed to persons 
in the City or Districts above named, are delivered by said carriers to the persons 
addressed, at One Cent each, without being taken to the Post Office, or made sub
ject to the drop letter rate. 

Stamps for the prepayment of the Carriers Fee will soon be for sale by the 
Superintendent and Carriers, and the number of Carriers will be hereafter in
creased, * * * . , ,  

The ' ' stamps for prepayment of the Carriers Fee ' '  which ' 'will soon be 
for sale " were those of the Franklin design, (catalogue No. 1801 ) ,  which were 
then being prepared, but meanwhile other carrier stamps were used. Ap
pended to the Postmaster General 's announcement was a notice signed by ,John 
C. Montgomery, Ass 't Postmaster and Superintendent of the carrier 's delivery 
which stated : 

"U. S. P. O. Despatch S tamps can be procured from the Letter Carriers, and at 
the points designated for the boxes;  also from the undersigned at the Post Office. " 

The " U. S. P. 0. Despatch Stamps " referred to may possibly have includ
ed some of Types C 28 or C 29, but it is .more probable that they were one or 
more colors of Type C 30. Evidence that adhesives made from handstamps 
Types C 31 and C 32 were in use in September or later in 1851 does not appear. 
It will be noted that both before and after September 1851 all the stamps which 
were used to indicate the fee of U. S. letter carriers at the Philadelphia Post 
Office were of the value of One Cent. 

It does not appear that the Act of ] 851 gave the Postmaster General suffi
cient power to put Blood 's Despatch out of business. 'l'he statement in his 
report of November 1851 about further legislation being n·eeded is enlightening. 
Between July and November the Department evidently learned that Blood 's 
intended to put up a legal battle for the right to continue in business. The 
next move by the Despatch Post is also enlightening. In September 1851 Blood 's 
Despatch increased its service from four trips per day to five. After Blood 's 
death in 1852 Kochersperger carried on the fight. In 1 860 the Postmaster 
General again directed the power given h im in the Act of 1851 against the 
private posts. In his report for 1 860 he stated : 

"By virtue of the Act I have by a formal order declared all the streets, lanes, 
avenues, etc. within the corporate limits of the cities of Boston, New York and 
Philadelphia, to be post roads, and have notified all engaged in the transportation 
and delivery of letters for compensation, in i;aid cities, that they would thereby 
expose themselves to the penalties imposed by the third section of the Act of March 
2 ,  1 8 2 7 .  The private expresses in the cities named have acquiesced in the legality 
of this step, with the exception of one in Philadelphia, known as 'Blood's Express,' 
which has continued the regular delivery of letters in defiance of the order of the 
department." 

PHILADELPHIA CARRIER STAMPS-1849-1856 
I 

During the period 1849-1852 four different groups of adhesive stamps came 
into use to prepay U. S. carrier fees in Philadelphia. Few of them appear to 
have been used later than 1856 and extensive use of most of them probably 
ceased before 1853. 

( a ) -1 8 4 9 -1 8 5 0, 
( b ) -1 8 5 0-1 8 5 2, 
( c ) -1 8 5 1- 1 8 5 2 ,  
( d ) -1 8 5 2  ( ? ) ,  

typset, Types C 2 8  and C 2 9 .  ( Scott Catalogue) . 
lithographed, Type C 3 0. ( Scott Catalogue) . 
engraved, Types OC 1 and OC 2. ( Scott Catalogue ) .  
handstamped, Types C 3 1  and C 3 2 .  ( Scott Catalogue) . 
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GROUP (A )-TYPES C 28 AND C 29 
The first stamps of group ( a ) probably appeared early in 1849 while Thos. 

F. Goodwin was in charge of the letter carriers. These were small typset stamps 
reading " U. S. P. 0.-P AID-1 CENT " in three lines, and having a single 
line frame forming a horizontal rectangle. They were printed in black on 
colored paper. Some of them, (Type C 28 ) ,  have additional capital letters
one in each lower corner, or only one letter. The letters are " H, "  " S, ' '  " L-P, ' '  
"L-S, " and " J-J. " None of these letters exactly agree with the initials of the 
men who appear to have been carriers at that period except " J-J "-(John 
Johnson) .  Other carriers were Philip Henty, Thomas Parkin, Isaac A. Stevens, 
G. B. Schock, and ( in 1852-1853 ) ,  Mitchell Teese. 

Until 1854 Philadelphia proper occupied only the area as laid out by 
William Penn in 1682. Penn 's city extended one mile from north to south 
and about two miles from the Delaware River on the east to the Schuylkill on 
the west. In 150 years the city h ad outgrown the original boundaries and there 
was a U. S. Post Office in West Philadelphia (West of the Schuylkill ) ,  and in 
Spring Garden, and also in Kensington, but not in Southwark or Moyamensing 
districts to the south, or in Northern Liberties ( the district which extended 
northward for a mile and a half along the Delaware, east of Spring Garden and 
6th Street ) ,  between Penn 's old city and Kensington. There were about 50,000 
people in Northern Liberties and practically all of that district was nearer to 
the Spring Garden Post Office at 8th and Callowhill than to the Philadelphia 
Post Office at 3rd and Dock Streets. The latter post offices were a little less 
than a mile apart. 

In 1850 five carriers other than 'I'eese appear in Philadelphia records but 
in none of the other years 1847 to 1852 have more than two or three of them 
been found. At that date Philadelphia and the contiguous districts had a total 
population of over 400,000. In view of these facts and the additional fact that 
some of the letters on the stamps of Type C 28 do not agree with any of the 
locality names probably the carrier routes were within the original boundaries 
of the city until 1851. "J-J " could hardly signify anything other than per
sonal initials and as it does fit the initials of ,John Johnson it seems most prob
able that Luff 's suggestion made forty years ago was correct-the letters were 
intended to identify the stamps of the respective carriers. It will be seen 
that ' '  H ' '  could stand for Henty and ' '  S ' '  could be for Schock so if ' '  L ' '  was 
used incorrectly for ' '  T ' '  on Parkin 's stamp and for ' ' I ' ' on Stevens ' stamp, 
all the stamps would fit carriers who are believed to have been in the service 
when the stamps were being used. 

'fhe stamps with letters are known only on rose paper. The stamps without 
extra letters, (Type C29 ) ,  also occur on this rose paper and on blue, vermilion 
and yellow papers, more or less glazed. It was not customary to cancel stamps 
of Types C 28 and C 29 and covers bearing indication of the year of use are 
exceptional. The dates that have been found begin in May 1849 and very few 
are later than September 1850. Most of those seen prepaid the collection fee 
" to the post office-for the mails " and the postage to destination was unpaid. 
Two covers in the Sidney A. Hessel collection bearing Type C 29 were prepaid 
with 5c stamps of 1847. One on blue paper went to Northumberland, Pa. , 
February 19, 1850 and one on vermilion went to Richmond, Va., March 7 , --. 

Under Type L 234 the Scott catalogue lists, as the issue of a local post in 
Philadelphia in 1852, stamps very similar to Type C 29 but with "U. S. ' "  
omitted. I t  i s  certainly most unusual for the stamps of a local post to have no 
indication of the name of the post, or of its proprietor. In this respect stamps 
of Type L 234 agree better with many of the U. S. carrier issues than they do 
with the private city delivery stamps. 
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GROUP (B)-TYPE c 30 
The next type of carrier stamp used in Philadelphia, (Type C 30) ,  is larger 

and more ornate. .Again the wording is " U. S. P. 0.-P .AID-1 CENT , ' '  but 
the lines are enclosed in single line panels, the upper and lower being curved. 
There is a heavy outer rectangular frame and a thin inner frame with short 
dashes possibly intended to simulate leaves in each corner. These stamps app�ar 
to haYe been printed in sheets from a lithographic reproduction of one design 
and show minor differences which led Mr. Luff to believe there were at least 
sixteen varieties. 

The color variety of Type C 30 most frequently seen was printed in gold on 
black · ( surface colored) paper. 'l'he paper is highly glazed and reflects a 
purplish sheen when light strikes it at an angle. Dates of use listed by Luff, 
(March 31 to December 13 in 1851 ) ,  indicate it was the. second color issued 
of this type. Most of the copies noted recently were used between those dates. 
On a cover in the John H. Clapp collection the gold stamp and a 5c 1847 are 
struck with the blue Philadelphia postmark. 

Specimens of Type C 30 printed in shades of blue on white paper are 
somewhat scarcer than the gold on black. Dates of use listed by Luff, (Marc4 
18, 1850 to October 8, 1852 ) ,  indicate the blue was the first color issued in this 
type. Most of the copies noted recently were used between those dates. How
ever, a local delivery cover with blue Philadelphia postmark and " P  .AID" in 
red, (Laurence B. Mason collection) ,  apparently was used December 13, 1852. 
Covers in the Sidney .A. Hessel collection show use with the 5c postage stamp 
of 1847, (October 11 , 1850 ) , and the Three Cents of 1851 in October, (no year 
appears ) .  

Very few of the black stamp on white paper, ( catalogue No. 1865 ) ,  have 
been seen. Dates of use from .August 5th to December 15th in 1852 were noted 
by Luff. In the John H. Clapp collection there is a cover to N')w York, l\fay 6 , 
--, bearing a 5c 1847 and this black carrier. The carrier is struck with the 
red star of Philadelphia. 

Stamps of Type C 30 were used for local delivery in Philadelphia and also 
on letters ' ' for the mails, ' '  with the ordinary postage on the latter sometimes 
prepaid but usually unpaid. r,ocal use is shown by the blue stamp with red 
star cancellation on covers of August 3, 1851 and February 8, 1852 in the 
Hollowbush collection. Earlier use of the red star appears on the blue stamp 
on cover with 5c of 184 7 in the Hessel collection. 

Little evidence appears of frequent cancellation of Type C 30 stamps until 
the summer of 1851. Thereafter the stamps are apt to have the five pointed star 
struck in red which continued in use as the common carrier cancellation in 
Philadelphia for some years. Very often this star was so carefully applied that 
all of it was struck on the stamps of 'l'ype C 30 and later issues so that in many 
instances the star does not " ti e" a stamp to a cover on which the stamp was 
undoubtedly used. Quite frequently there is other evidence or indication of 
proper use of the stamp, but otherwise the value of a cover with a stamp of 
uncertain use on it is the value of the stamp itself, plus whatever value the cover 
would have without such a stamp. The value of a stamp is not increased because 
it happens to be on a cover unless there is reason to believe that the cover 
actually shows why, or when, or where, or how the stamp was used. 

GROUP ( c )-FRANKLIN CARRIER 

'l'he third group of carrier stamps that came into use in Philadelphia in the 
period 1849-1852 comprises two stamps-the only U. S. carrier stamps known 
to have been supplied to the Post Office Department by the postage stamp con
tractors. The first was the Franklin carrier, (Type OC 1 No. 1801 ) .  This 
stamp was an adaptation of the design or frame of the Three Cents postage 
stamp of 1851 and proof impressions that were printed in the color in which the 
stamp was originally intended to be issued-brown-orange-so greatly resembled 
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the orange brown Three Cents postage stamps then being used that blue was 
selected for the carrier stamp and, possibly to make it easier to distinguish from 
the One Cent postage stamp, the Franklin carrier was printed on rose colored 
paper. ' ' CARRIERS ' '  appears in the upper label, ' ' ST A1\1P ' '  in the lower 
label, and at either end of these labels is a colorless star in parentheses. The 
central oval contains a profile of Franklin very similar to that on the One Cent 
postage stamp, but smaller and facing to the left. No value was expressed on 
the stamp. 

The One Cent collection fee " to the mails " was abolished in New York in 
August 1851 but evidently remained in effect in Philadelphia and in the three 
cities to which the Franklin carrier ·was supplied the fee for delivery of local 
letters, (except those subject to drop letter postage ) ,  was one cent. The total 
issue of the Franklin carrier stamp was 310,000. Only 10,000 of these were 
supplied to Philadelphia, (October 21,  185 1 ) , but more of the copies that are 
known were used there than at New York or New Orleans. Several of those seen 
were used for local del ivery and the cancellation is usually the red star. 

The One Cent collection fee of 1849, " to the post office-for the mails, " 
which was abolished by the Postmaster General 'fl order of September 20, 1851 
wa.<s soon restored in Baltimore and Philadelphia. The official order has not 
been found at either city but there is evidence that a One Cent fee for this 
service was in effect again in Philadelphia as early as 1852. 

Copies on original cover were scarce when Luff 's U. S. book was written 
and Luff noted that postmarks fleldom have the year, but only the month and 
day. The only complete date Luff mentions having seen is April 1, 1854. 
Genuine postmarks of New York, New Orleans and Philadelphia in 1854 do not 
have a year date. Perhaps a postmark dated for All Fools Day in 1854 was not 
intended to be accepted seriously. Many of the Franklin carriers noted in 
recent years appear to have been used within a year or two from late in 1851. 

GROUP ( c ) -EAGLE CARRIER 

Four weeks after the Franklin carrier was supplied to Philadelphia it was 
followed by the Eagle design. William Stait had been operating in Philadelphia 
a local delivery service known as the " Eagle City Post " and a sketch of an 
eagle appears on a postmark of this post. General :Montgomery may have been 
influenced by Stait 's use of the Eagle name and device, which he probably knew 
about, but the eagle in an oval that appears on the stamp was very likely sug
gested by a " stock piece" that was used to embellish bank notes. Perhaps 
there is some connection between the adoption of the Eagle design by the U. S. 
Post Office and the fact that about the time the Eagle carrier appeared the name 
of the local post was changed to ' '  Stait 's Despatch . ' '  

Before June 30, 1853 there appears to have been only one shipment of Eagle 
carrier stamps sent to any post office. On November 17, 1851 one delivery of 
20,000 stamps was made to the Philadelphia Post Office. Luff 's U. S. book 
contains a copy of an official letter of July 30, 1869, from the Third Ass't. P. M. 
General which states that the Eagle stamp was issued about November 17, 1851, 
was withdrawn January 27, 1852, and was very little used except at Philadelphia 
and Cincinnati. In explaining this letter Imff suggested that as it was known 
the Eagle stamps continued in use for many years the statement "withdrawn 
January 27, 1852 " may have meant that none were issued to postmasters after 
the date given. But as there is evidence that the Eagle stamp was supplied to 
Baltimore, Washington and Cincinnati at much later dates it seems more likely 
that if "withdrawn January 27, 1852 " really applied to any U. S. carrier stamp 
it had some reference either to the Franklin carrier, ( in general n ,  or else to 
the Eagle carrier at Philadelphia. Imff mentioned a copy formerly in the 
Hunter collection, having rough pin perforation, (of private origin) on a cover 
of November 9, 1851. As the Eagle stamp had not been issued at that date this 
item seems to require explanation. 
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Luff noted dates of use from April 13, 1852 to October 21, 1859 but did not 
specify where the stamps were used at or between those dates. As a matter of 
fact they were not in continuous use at any one post office for any such period. 
In order to obtain a range of seven years or more for the Eagle stamp the period 
of use at Philadelphia must be combined with at least one other city. Nearly 
all covers recently noted with the Eagle stamp used at Philadelphia and having 
year dating were used from May 1852 to June 1854. During this period and 
while the Eagle stamp remained in use the collection fee ' ' for the mails, ' '  and 
also the ' ' local delivery ' '  fee was one cent. On some covers the ordinary postage 
was unpaid but on a large proportion of them it was prepaid. 'l'he Three Cents 
envelope of 1853 is known but more often prepayment of postage was made by · 
the Three Cents adhesive of 1851. In all cases the latter was imperforate. This 
fa,ct seems to indicate that regular use of the Eagle carrier ceased in Philadelphia 
at an undetermined date that came between June 1854 and the introduction of 
perforated postage stamps early in 1857. 

The Eagle carrier was not demonetized about 1856, if ever, and odd copies 
that were outstanding may have been used in 1857 or later. A local delivery 
cover in the Laurence B. Mason collection on which the Eagle· stamp was 
cancelled with a black grid is an example of such late use. Usually, but 
not always, cancellation was by the red star. The latest use of the star on a 
cover with year date is June 14, 1854, (Hollowbush Collection ) .  This cover 
shows the red post.mark including "PAID 3 cts " that was used for letters on 
which the ordinary postage was prepaid in cash. Occasionally the star was 
used without the carrier stamp-presumably to show prepayment of the carrier 
fee in cash. Sometimes the Philadelphia postmark was used as a canceller. 
Examples in black were found in the B. K. Miller and Sidney A. Hessel collec
tions, and in blue in the latter collection and also in the collection of Laurence 
B. Mason. 

Another cancellation seems to have been rarely employed. This was one of 
several uses of the "U. S. P. 0.-DESPATCH " handstamp which is also cata
logued as an adhesive carrier stamp-Type C 32. A few examples were noted in 
the collections mentioned : 

1854, in red, local del ivery, (L. B. Mason ) 
in red, local delivery, (F. A. Hollowbush ) 
in black, off cover, (B . K. Miller ) .  

GROUP ( D  )-TYPES C 31 AND C 32 
These two handstamps and a third which will be called Type C 33, are 

formed of concentric horizontal ovals having between them ' '  U. S. P. 0. ' '  

Figure 46 P. 
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( above) ,  and "DESPATCH" (below) ,  separated by a star at each side. " PRE
PAID-ONE CENT ' '  appears in two lines in the inner oval. Type C 31 is 
surmounted by the head and wings of an eagle and the outer oval measures 
21x14 MM. The other types are larger ( about 27x18 MM) .  On 'l'ype C 32 the 
inscriptions are in sans serif capitals ; on Type C 33 "PRE-PAID" is in sans 
serif type and the other inscriptions are in Roman with serifs (See Figure 
46 P, in Red, F. A. Hollowbush ) .  It will be noticed that the lettering is merely 
a re-arrangement of the inscriptions on the Eagle carrier stamp which was then 
being used in Philadelphia. 'rhe legend has the same meaning on these three 
handstamps that it does on the Eagle carrier-it indicates prepayment of a 
U. S. carrier fee of one cent. 

Luff noted Type C 31 in blue and in red, and 'l'ype C 32 in black, in blue, 
and in red. Type C 33 has been noted in red only. Had each of the three hand
stamps been used in all three colors and for three purposes there would have 
been nine varieties of each type, or 27 collectible varieties, aside from the 
different colors of paper that were used. The number of varieties or combina
tions of type, color and use that have been found is much less than twenty-seven, 
but is still quite formidable, especially if the colors of paper are also included. 

Most of the following dates of use, which include all p1trposes for which 
these handstarnps were employed, have been seen recently. Others were noted 
by the writers mentioned. 

Type C 31-December 9, 1852 to August 1855. 
Type C 32-0ctober 1853 to October 1856. Also February 27, 1852 (George 

B. Sloane) ; July 5, 1852 (John N. I.rnff) ; February 18, 1857 (Frank A. Hollow
bush ) .  

Type C 33-0ctober 23, 1852 to March 1, 1853. Also struck on a perforated 
Three Cents stamp and therefore used in 1857 or later, (George B. Sloane) .  

Postmarks that indicated a prepayment of ordinary postage in some manner 
other than by stamps were employed in many post offices at this period and 
several of the carrier postmarks of New York, beginning in 1856, were used on 
stampless letters to show similar prepayment of carrier fee. A marking put on a 
letter to show prepayment, ( either in money at the time of mailing, or by charge 
against a monthly or quarterly account in a post office ) , may be in writing or 
may be handstamped. To handstamp a marking such as ' ' PAID 3 ' '  or ' ' PAID 
5 CTS " instead of writing it does not make the impression from such a hand
stamp a postage stamp of any kind, unless the envelope or paper on which that 
marking was impressed is sold as an evidence of prepayment and is recognized 
as a valid prepayment then or later. In New York carrier postmarks including 
"PAID" and a rate numeral " l "  ( cent) or " 2 "  ( cents ) were regularly em
ployed to cancel the One Cent postage stamp when this stamp was used to 
prepay a carrier fee. Examples of similar use of U. S. P. 0. Despatch post
marks of Type C 32 on the Eagle carrier and on the One Cent postage stamp 
exist but they are rarely found and have not been noted on any carrier stamp 
of Type C 30. These facts lead to the conclusion that the original purpose of 
the Type C 31-32-33 handstamps was for marking letters on which-either 
actually or constructively-the carrier fee was prepaid in money at the time 
of mailing. 

ADHESIVES-TYPES C 31 AND C 32 
Types C 31 and C 32 are found impressed on_ the margins cut from sheets 

of the One Cent postage stamp of 1851 (Plates One I.Jate and Two) and are 
known affixed to letters and cancelled. Examples exist showing parts of the 
imprint. ( See Figure 46 Q ) .  If these impressions constituted documentary 
evidence of the buyer 's right to have a service performed, either at the time of 
purchase, or at some future date, they are postage stamps. If they could be 
taken out of the post office and used later at the buyer's convenience it is clear 
that the buyer was not paying for a service, instead, what was being purchased 
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Fig;ure 4-0 Q, .  Fig,-ure 46 R. 

was ownership of tangible evidence that the carrier department of the Phila
delphia Post Office was obligated to perform a service. But when such a 
" stamp, " (or any other official marking ) ,  was valid only at the moment of pur
chase, i .e . , could not be taken from the post office and used later, the governing 
fact is whether the buyer was purchasing service or was obtaining title to 
tangible evidence of a right to have a service performed. As regards adhesive 
labels such as are being considered, ownership in them passed constructively to 
buyer, whether physical possession did or not, and therefore these adhesives are 
po�tage stamps. The fundamental principle involved here applies to many 
ca::-;es where it is desired to determine whether a postal marking is a postmark 
or a postage stamp. The distinction is sharp, tho the facts necessary to estab
lish it may be lacking. When a postage stamp is sold the buyer is not pur
chasing a service, but becomes the owner of tangible evidence of a right to have 
a postal service performed. '!'hat tangible evidence is a postage stamp. 

Fig-ure 4-0 S. 
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The handstamped adhesives of Types C 31 and C 32 (Figure 46 R.) cost 
practically nothing to make and were as suitable for marking prepaid-in-cash 
letters in the post office as were the handstamps from which they were made. 
An ample supply of the Eagle carrier evidently was available and no real 
necessity for the handstamped adhesives is apparent. It is suggested that these 
' ' homemade ' '  makeshifts were not sold ' ' over the counter ' '  and taken from the 
post office to be used at the convenience of the purchaser as were the Eagle and 
the earlier carrier stamps. They may have expressed the whim of an employee 
who preferred to stick them on prepaid-in-cash letters, (�-,igure 46 S) instead of 
marking the letters directly with one of the handstamps. A carrier fee could 
be prepaid in cash at the carrier window in the post office, or at a carrier 
station, or by handing it to a letter carrier on h is route. A carrier stamp could 
be affixed to a letter when the letter reached the post office. However, even if 
the manner of use was restricted as is suggested the handstamped impressions 
that were actually used as adhesives are none the less U. S. carrier stamps. 

At least one instance of somewhat similar restricted use of a U. S. postage 
stamp has occurred in comparatively recent years. When the first U. S. 24 cent 
airmail stamp was placed on sale in New York in May 1918 it could not be taken 
from the post office. The buyer had to show a letter-an empty envelope would 
not do-and could purchase only as many of the stamps as were needed for the 
letters to be mailed. The stamp had to be affixed in the presence of the post 
office clerk at the same window where purchased and the letter then handed to 
the clerk. The purchaser could look at, affix, and pay for the airmail stamp
that was all. 

The following examples of the handstamped adhesives have been noted : 
One Cent 1851, strip of three cancelled with Philadelphia postmark, cover 

also has Type C 31 adhesive in black, ( from One Cent 1851 sheet margin) , 
cancelled with black grid. Thi.8 cover went to Wilmington, Delaware and was 
formerly in the lJaurence B. Mason collection. 

Type C 31 , in blue, used with 3c 1851 December 9, 1852, black grid caJn
cellation tying, (Sidney A. Hessel ) .  

Type C 32, in black, off cover, - uncancelled, (Sidney A. Hessel) .  
Type C 32, in black, off cover, black grid cancellation, (Lot 852, Waterhouse 

collection, 1924) . 
Type C 32, in black, showing partial imprint from One Cent 1851 sheet, 

used with imperforate 10 cents green to San Francisco, August 15, 1856, 
(Harry L. Jefferys) .  

STAM:PED ENVELOPES AND POSTMARKS-TYPES c 31, c 32, c 33 
Catalogues list stamped envelopes of 'l'ype C 31 and C 32. These are the 

ordinary envelopes of the period, occasionally white, but usually blue or various 
dull orange or yellowish paper called " buff, " with an impression of one of the 
handstamps in blue, black, or red. The impressions usually avoid the upper 
right corner of the envelopes, and this may have been intentional-to leave a 
clear space for a postage stamp ( n-but otherwise they do not show that 
special care was used, either in uniformity of position or in clearness. Type C 31 
is often rather less distinct tban was common with postmarks at that date. 
The general appearance of these covers if viewed in connection with the idea 
that they did duty as stamped envelopes at an important U. S. post office is 
incongruous rather than impressive. 

Individuals or concerns who often had quantities of notices or circulars to 
mail would be convenienced by having a supply of envelopes on which the 
carrier fee was prepaid. The carrier department may possibly have prepared 
and sold such prepaid envelopes, or the users may have had their unused enve
lopes stamped in advance at the post office. Luff mentioned an unaddressed 
envelope in the Tapling collection which seems to be corroborative evidence that 
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Figure 46 SS. 

prepaid envelopes were prepared. Whether the handstamp on a used envelope 
indicates a carrier fee paid in advance, or paid at the time of mailing, may 
depend upon whether or not the impression was cancelled. In one case the 
buyer received the ".tangible evidence " that makes the impression a stamp; 
in the other case the buyer purchased a service and the handstamp impression 
is not a stamp--it is merely a po·stma.rk rec01·ding the transaction. 

When these handstamps were struck on folded letters the impressions have 
been classed as postmarks. When they occur on envelopes some of them must 
be postmarks unless all of them are carrier stamps, and it is difficult to believe 
that the only envelopes that were handled by the carrier department for several 
years were those that had received a prepaid marking prior to the time of 
mailing. A statement of such facts as appear may suggest the conclusion that 
in the case of used envelopes impressions · of the handstamps were prepaid 
carrier stamps if cancelled and were postmarks if uncancelled : 

( 1 )-The adhesive stamps of Types C 31 and C 32 are found cancelled. 
( 2 )-Impressions of the handstamps on letter sheets were not cancelled. 
(3 )-0n envelopes that appear to have been used the handstamps were 

either cancelled or not cancelled. 
( 4 )-It was customary to cancel stamps but not postmarks. 
Type C 33 has been noted only as an uncancelled impression m red on 

envelopes and folded letters. Most of the covers seen bear local addresses. 
The Hollowbush collection contains an example used to New York, October 23, 
1852 and another to Louisiana, (with Three Cent postage stamp of 1851 ) ,  
dated February 11 , 1853. If the latter envelope was sold with the carrier 
marking on it there can be no question that it is a prepaid carrier envelope and 
establishes the right of Type C 33 to be classed as a carrier stamp when so used. 
But if the carrier marking was impressed on the envelope after the latter 
arrived at the Philadelphia Post Office because the letter carrier who brought 
in the letter had already received one cent in money from the sender, the hand
stamp is a record of payment for that servwe, and not for a stamp. If that is 
what happened the Type C 33 impression on this envelope is a postmark. 

CANCELLATIONS--TYPE C 32 
Beginning in 1856 handstamp Type C 32 is noted used as a canceller in 

black on One Cent stamps of 1851 or 1857. A number of examples are on four 
cent covers where the One Cent stamp prepaid the collection fee ' ' to the post 
office-for the mails" and postage for transmission to another office was paid 
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by a 'l'hree Cent stamp. Odd copies of these postage stamps with this cancella
tion may have come from similar covers. A number of examples and the collec
tion in which they were found are given : 

One Cent 1851, Type II ,  with 3c, July 19, 1856, (H. L. Jefferys) .  
One Cent 1851, Type II,  with 3c, February 18, 1857, (F. A .  Hollowbush) .  
One Cent 1851, off cover, (Lot 853, Waterhouse sale, 1924 ) .  
One Cent 1851, (Plate 4 ) ,  off cover, ( Stephen D .  Brown) .  
One Cent 1857, Type V, with 3c September 9, --, ( S. D .  Brown) .  
One Cent 1857, Type V, three used as a Three Cent for ordinary postage, 

Type C 32 struck on each stamp, (Henry C. Gibson ) .  
CANCELLA'l'ION&-TYPE c 33 

No example has been seen but George B. Sloane noted Type C 33 on a 
perforated Three Cents of 1857 in STAMPS of July 17, 1937, page 85. 

PHILADELPHIA 1856-1861 
Use of the One Cent postage stamp to prepay carrier fees in Philadelphia 

apparently began in 1856. . The earliest year dated cover noted is the four cent 
combination of July 19, 1856 in the ,Jefferys collection. Usually the covers 
with the four cent collection-fee-plus-postage rate do not have a carrier can
cellation. As in New York, the ordinary postmark and canceller was used. 
The covers noted show that the one cent collection fee was in effect in 1856 and 
1857 and again from early in January 1861. Perhaps this fee was abolished for 
a while as at Boston and resumed after June 1860. Figure 46 T illustrates a 

Figure 46 •r. 

block of four One Cent Type IV on cover in the Ashbrook collection. The use 
" ]\fay 30" is probably 1857. 

IMPERFORATE STAMPS 

One Cent Type II, with 3c, July 19, 1856, (H. L. Jefferys) .  
One Cent Type II, with 3c, October 3 ,  1856, (H. C. Gibson ) . 
One Cent Type II, with 3c, October 3, ( 1856 1 ) ,  (Ben K. Ford ) .  
One Cent Type IV, with 3c, April 7 ,  --, (F.  A . Hollowbush) .  
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PERFORATED S'l'AMPS 

One Cent Type IV, on 3c 1 853 buff envelope, November 27, 1857 ? (H. C. 
Gibson) .  

One Cent Type V, with 3c Type II-Oct. 11 , 1860 (Ashbrook-See Figure 
46 U ) .  

' 

�· 
� ' ,,) 

- ' ' I  1 

/.:?' .--�/.//. (?". 

Figure 46 U .  

One Cent Type I IIA, (Plate 1 1 ) ,  with 3c 'fype II, March 30, 1861, (H. C. 
Brooks) .  

One Cent Type II,  ( Plate l 2 ) ,  with 3c Type II,  April 8, 1861, (Henry C. 
Gibson ) .  

One Cent Type II , (Plate 11 or 12 ) ,  May 25, 1861, (Frank H. Morgan) .  
One Cent (Plate 12) , on 3c " star die" envelope, August 9, 1861, (H. L. 

Jefferys) .  
One Cent (Plate 12 ) ,  with 3c Type II, on piece, August 20, 1861, (at 

Westfield, N. J. ) .  
One Cent Type V, with 3c, ,January 5, 1861, (Horace W. Barr ) .  
One Cent Type V, with 3c, September 9 ,  --, ( S. D .  Brown) .  
One Cent Type V, strip of four, April 26, 1861, (Henry C. Gibson) .  

Figure 46 W-G. 

PHILADELPHIA 

" U. S. P. 0. DISPATCH-PHIL.A. " 

At an undetermined date that is believed to have been subsequent to July 
1857 the first of two octagonal carrier postmark-cancellers came into use in 
Philadelphia. This first type has an inner circle enclosing the month, day and 
hour of delivery in two lines. Between the inner circle and the octagonal outer 
frame is " U. S. P. 0. DISPATCH" above and " PHILA. " below, with a stop 
before and after ' '  .PHILA. ' '  This postmark has been found on One Cent 
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postage stamps and stamped envelopes of 1857, 1860 and 1861 in black only 
and was in use as late as January 1862. ( See Figure 46 W-H ) .  Two deli
veries-8 AM and 21h PM-appear on the examples noted from the collections 
mentioned and also a third delivery at 11 AM. 

Fig·ure 4 6  �V-H. 

One Cent 1857, Type I (Plate 12 ) ,  June 27, ( 1861 ) ,  (Harold C. Brooks) . 
One Cent 1857, Type II (Plate 12 ) ,  January 6, ( 1861 ) ,  (Wm. J. Aull ) . 
One Cent 1857, Type IIIA (Plate 11 ) ,  July 1, ( 1861 ) ,  (H. C. Brooks) .  
One Cent 1857, Type V, ( Sidney A. Hessel ) . 
One Cent 1861, October 29, ( 1861 n ,  ( at Westfield, N. J . ) . 
One Cent 1861, January 27, ( 1862 or later ) ,  (Fred S. Whitney) .  
One Cent " star die " envelope, October 19, --, " 1 1 AM ' ', (H. L .  Jef

ferys ) .  

Figure 46 �V-J. 

"U. S. PENNY MAIL---PHILA. PA " 
The second octagonal carrier postmark of Philadelphia apparently belongs 

with the 1861 stamps but it came into use early enough to be found on late use 
of the 1857 issue. Examples with year dates were used from April 1862 to 
May 1863. The inner octagon encloses the month, day and hour of delivery in 
three lines and between the inner and outer octagons is ' '  U. S. PENNY MAIL ' '  
above and "PHIL A. PA" below. At the right side, below the " L "  of "MAIL" 
a capital letter for a mail station or branch post office may appear. Frequently 
these station letters are not legible. "A, "  "B , " " C, "  " D, ' '  and possibly 
" E "  have been seen. 'rhree deliveries are noted, viz., 111/2 AM, 21/2 PM and 
51h PM. Normal use of the U. S. Penny Mail postmark was to strike it once or 
oftfmer on the postage stamp as a canceller and again on the cover as a postmark. 
All impressions seen were in black. A few examples from various collections 
are noted. 

One Cent 1857, Type V, single off cover, (H. fr Jefferys) .  
O�e Cent 1861, March 4, -· -, " A , "  ( E .  N. S. Girard) .  
One Cent 1861, short paying three cents postage to Germantown, April 19, 

1862, " Due 2, " (Sidney A. Hessel ) .  · 

One Cent 1861, with 3c, station " D, "  June 12, 1862, ( C. Gray Capron) .  
One Cent 1861, with 3c for forwarding to Harrisburg, May 7, 1863, ( Sidney 

A. Hessel ) .  
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One Cent 1861, with 3c to Baltimore May 18, 1863, carrier postmark on 
back of envelope, (F. A. Hollowbush ) .  

One Cent 1861, pair on cover, July --, 1863 ?, ( at Westfield, N. J. ) .  

PROVIDENCE 

An advertisement of Welcome B. Sayles, Postmaster in 1849, states : 
"The Post Office is in the Union Buildings, Westminster Street ( formerly Market 

Square ) .  The City Delivery is under the superintendence of Mr. Clement Webster. 
* * * There are three Penny Posts, and letters are delivered to persons in the 
city who desire so to receive them. The letters are delivered soon after the arrival 
of the mails. * * * Dro·p letters Two Cents, without regard to weight." 

Clement Webster drew $450 salary from the Providence Post Office for 
the year beginning July 1, 1848 and $300 during the year beginning July 1, 
1856, apparently being off the payroll in the intervening years. Early in 1856 
he was editor of the D(J/ily Post newspaper. 

On page 28 of " The Stamps of the Providence, R I. Postmaster" by A. B. 
("Uncle John" ) Slater there is a list of the personnel of the Providence Post 
Office taken from the Directory for 1847 which mentions three letter carriers, 
Francis 0. Ballou, Jesse Calder, and .John Hagan. The last named carrier 
served for many years and obtained considerable philatelic fame through having 
a package of remainder sheets of the Providence Postmaster stamp of 1846 
which his children used to play with-sometimes as a football. If Uncle John 
Slater was correct in stating that the " Providence Despatch " adhesive of 1849, 
(Scott No. 6736 ) ,  was used by an express agent that emission may not have 
been a true postage stamp and could not have been used for .prepayment of the 
fee of " Penny Post " Hagan or the other U. S. carriers. It seems quite possible 
that there was continuous carrier service at the Providence Post Office beginning 
not later than 1847 and that from July 1851 if the carrier fee was prepaid by 
stamp the One Cent postage stamp of 1851 or 1857 would have been used. No 
such use of postage stamps, nor any special handstamp to indicate carrier 
service has been noted. 

WASHINGTON 

There is evidence of U. S. carrier service from about 1856 altho service 
was not reported until the year beginning July 1, 1858. In the following two 
years service was again reported and in the autumn of 1863 there were eleven 
carriers drawing salaries that totalled $7,700. Each of the covers that is men
tioned here bears an Eagle carrier and one of the covers indicates that this 
stamp was not demonetized in Washington in 1861. 

February 18, --, with 3c 1851, (Laurence B. Mason) .  
May 25, ( 1857 ? ) ,  with 3c 1 857 Type II, on small piece of cover, (Frank 

A. Hollow bush) .  
October and December, (no year appears) ,  on 3c white and 3c buff enve-

lopes of the 1853 issue, (at vVestfield, N. J. ) .  
April 9, 1861, with 3c 1857, (B. K. Miller--New York Library) . 
November 2, 1861, with 3c 1861, (Frank A. Hollowbush) .  
July 23, 1862, off cover, (B. K. Miller-New York Library ) . 
September 26, 1862, with 3c 1861, marked ' ' paid 4c ' '  in manuscript, (B . 

K. Miller collection in the New York T1ibrary) .  
In 1860 there were five delivery routes in Washington City with a U. S. 

carrier for each. All five of these men were carriers in 1858, if not earlier. 
The only stamp known to have been employed for prepayment of their fees 
was the Eagle carrier and no i>pecial handstarnp showing carrier service has 
been noted. 
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" STAR Drn" ENVELOPEs-1860 
A One Cent stamp of 1851-57 could have been used on the One Cent stamp

ed envelope of 1860 for a double rate drop letter whether the letter was de
livered by carrier or not. No example of carrier use of this kind h as been 
found but a note in reference to the date of use of any carrier marking on the 
" star die " envelopes may be helpful. 'l'he One Cent "star die " envelope; 
(profile of Franklin ) ,  was not issued until the last quarter of the calendar year 
1860 and therefore any specimen of this envelope with carrier, (or other ) ,  
marking could not have been used before October 1860. Because this One Cent 
design corresponds to the THREE, SIX, and TEN CENT " star die " enve
lopes, the One Cent value h as been included in catalog listings as part of a so
called " 1857-61 Issue " of stamped envelopes- none of which were actually 
issued until October 1860. 

The One Cent ' ' star die ' '  envelope was not discontinued and demonetized 
in 1861 with the THREE, S I X  and ·TE.\' CENTS envelopes of 1853, 1855 and 
1860-instead, it was continuerl i n use as the One Cent stamped envelope of the 
1861 issue.  By the end of September 1861 the old ( 1851-60 ) adhesives and en
velopes had been demonetized at most of the more important post offices but 
the first U. S. newspaper wrapper had not yet appeared. When that One 
Cent wrapper was issued in October 1861 the ' ' star die ' '  design that was in use 
on the One Cent envelope was used on i t . 

The 4c compound envelope, (One Cent plus 'l'hree Cent " star dies " ) ,  was 
in issue from October or later in 1860 until the first part of 1863 and any used 
4c envelope could not have been mailed earlier than October 1860. It is ap
parent that any One Cent adhesive stamp that was used as a " carrier" or 
otherwise on any value of the ' ' star die ' '  envelopes cannot bear a genuine post
mark dated earlier than October 1860. 

ENVELOPEs-1861 SERIES 
Stamped envelopes of the 1861 series ·were on sale at many of the larger 

post offices earlier than were the adhesive stamps of 1861 and for several months 
from August 7th , 1861 it would have been possible to use a One Cent stamp of 
1857, (or even 1851 ) ,  for prepaying a carrier fee on any of the 1861 enve
lopes. If so used the adhesive stamp probably would not have a carrier can
cellation and no example of such use has been submitted. 

The original suggestion that the One Cent postage stamps first were used 
for the prepayment of carrier fees in 1856 came from Frank A. Hollowbush. 
Others to whom grateful acknowledgement is made for generous assistance of 
one kind or another while this chapter was being prepared, and who are not 
mentioned in it elsewhere are : 

Michael S. Baer, Albert C. Bates, IA Col. C. E. Brenn, Russell V. Bleecker, 
Ezra D. Cole, Percy G. Doane, Howard E .  Drummond, Daniel F. de Beixedon, 
Ben K. Ford, Robert Garrett, Charles W. Gramm, Arthur G. Hall, Dr. C. W. 
Hennan, Michael L. Miller, Delf �orona, W. L. L. Peltz, Otto Reichelt, S. W. 
Rirhey, J. C. Sanderson, Albert Schwarz, George K. Smith, W. G. Swart, 
C. Corwith Wagner, Benjamin Larue and John C. Sherron. 



Chapter XXXXVII. 

' WAY" AND " STEAM " MARKINGS. 

' '  w AY " markings and their various uses have been quite a puzzle to 
many students of our early postal markings. The laws defining 
the Way fee are quite clear, but different markings applied at 

various post offices on letters subject to the Way fee vary to quite an extent 
and in certain cases their exact intent are not always self-evident. 

As far back as the opening years of the past century, Postmaster General 
Joseph Wickersham ( 1795-1801 ) defined "Way I,etters " as follows : 

"Way Letters are such letters as are received by a mail-carrier on his way be
tween post offices and which he is to deliver at the first post effice he comes to ; and 
the postmaster is to enquire of him at what places he received them, and in his post 
bills charge the postage from those respective places to the offices at which they are 
to be finally delivered : writing the word 'WAY' against such charges in his bills. 
The word 'WAY' is also to be written upon each 'WAY LETTER. ' " 

The above is quoted from page 15 of the " United States Stampless Cover 
Catalog ", 1938 edition. 

There is no mention in the above that a " \Vay " fee was to be added to 
the regular rate of postage, but simply specified that the rates of postage to be 
charged were to be rated according to the distanre the letter was carried. 

Following the above in this Catalogue is the statement, " Thus a fee was 
paid-for WAY letters, additional to the normal fee. " We often find "Way" 
fees confused with ' ' Carrier fees. ' '  

The Act of March 2, 1799, Section 13, authorized postmasters to pay mail
carriers 1 cent for each " \Vay r,etter , , delivered to them, but it did not provide 
that this fee was to be added to the normal rate of postage. The Act provided 
a fee of 2 cents to be paid mail-carriers for each letter delivered by them to 
persons living between post offices on their route. This was a ' ' Carrier ' '  fee 
and not a "Way" fee as the latter provided a fee on letters delivered to post
masters by the mail-carrier, whereas the former provided a fee of 2c was to be 
added to the regular rate of postage on letters delivered by the carriers to 
persons living between post ojfires. 

The Act of March 3, 1825 ( Section 20 ) ,  was the first law passed which 
contained the provision to add the ' '  Vl ay ' '  fee paid the carrier, to the ordinary 
rate of postage. 

The section of this Act in part, is as follows : 
"That the deputy postmasters, and other agents of the Postmaster General, 

shall duly account, and answer to him, for all Way letters which shall come to their 
hands ; and for this purpose, the post riders, and other carriers of the mail, receiv
ing any Way letter or letters, ( and it shall be their duty to receive them, if pre
sented m ore than one mile from a post office ) shall deliver the same, together with 
the postage, if paid, at the first post office to which they shall afterwards arrive; 
where the postmaster shall duly enter the same, and specify the number, and rate 
or rates, in the post bill, adding to the rate of each Way letter one cent, which shall 
be paid by the postmaster to the mail-carrier from whom such Way letters shall be 
received." 

The P. L. & R. of 1832 contained the follm.ving regulation : 
" # 1 1 9 .  You will pay the mail carrier one cent for each WAY-LETTER which 

he delivers .to you, and add that cent to the ordinary postage on the letter." 

The P. L. & R. of 1843 contained the following regulation : 
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" # 1 4 5 . The deputy postmaster will pay t he mail carrier one cent if demanded 
for each way letter which he delivers to him, and add that cent to the ordinary 
postage on the letter. " 

The P. L . & R. of 1847, Regulation No. 137 contained practically the same 
wording. 

Figure 37 D, Chapter >:o. 07, is an exact reproduction of page 23 (Regu
lations) of the 1852 edition of the P. I •. & R. 

The P. L. & R. editions of 1855, 1857 and 1859, each contained the following 
regulation : 

"The Postmaster will pay the mail carrier one cent, if demanded, for each way 
letter he delivers to him, and add that cent to the ordinary postage on the letter." 

The provision in the law providing that a WAY FEE of One Cent b e  add
ed to the regular rate of postage remained in effect until abolished by the Act 
of March 3rd, 1863. A section of this Act read, 

"No fees shall be allowed for letters collected by a carrier on aJ mail route." 

When our first stamps were issued in 184 7 the \VAY FEE of one cent, 
( never any more ) ,  had been in effect for some twenty-two years, hence post
masters were thoroughly familiar with it, and at certain offices a handstamp, 
simply reading ' 'WAY, ' '  indicated that one cent had been paid the carrier 
and that one cent was due ( in addition to the regular postage ) ,  to the Post 
Ofil.ce delivering the letter. Certain offices did not use a rate handstamp speci
fying ' '  l ' '  or ' ' 1 cent, ' '  but simply ' ' \VAY. ' '  A few of the larger post offices 
employed handstamps on unpa.id letters, which indicated the total sum due on 
delivery, such as " WAY 6" or "WAY 11 " during the period 1845 to July 
1, 1851, and these same handstamps were used for a limited period after July 
1st, 1851. The ' ' \VAY 6 ' '  was used on an mipaid single rate letter, postage 
5c plus Way le, and the "WAY 1 1 " on an unpaid double rate letter of post
age lOc plus Way le. 

These handstamps were used principally at New Orleans and Mobile, the 
great majority of known examples in present day collections being letters 
brought by steamboats to the New Orleans Post Office. 

Referring especially to the New Orleans markings, after a careful exam
ination of a great many unpaid and prepaid covers, it appears that the custom 
of adding the 1Vay Fee of le to the regular postage on certain classes of mail 
brought to the New Orleans Post Office, was abolished about January 1st, 1853. 
On iinpaid " Way" Stearnboat mail deposited in the New Orleans Post Office 
prior to that date, we invariably find the markings "WAY 6 "  and "WAY 11, " 
but after January 1st, 1853, we find unpaid " \Vay" covers (single rate) 
marked ' 'WAY ' '  and ' '  5, ' '  by two separate handstamps, or by one handstamp 
with "WAY 5. " It hardly seems possible that more than 5c was required on 
delivery of such unpaid letters. The ' 'Way ' '  no doubt denoted origin and in 
addition that le had been paid the carrier for bringing the letter to the mail. 

It is possible a special ruling was made by the Postmaster General about 
January 1st, 1853, which abolished the addition of the le to the regular rate 
of postage, but the One Cent fee was still paid the carrier. 

The annual reports of the Postmaster General for the years 1852, 1853, 
1854, 1856, 1857, 1858 and 1859, show the various expenditures of the Depart
ment for ' ' Ship, Steamboat and Way-letters, ' '  as follows : 

1 8 5 2-Year ending Dec. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 2 4 , 5 8 7 . 9 4  
1 8 5 3- " " Dec. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 , 1 0 5 . 8 3  
1 8 5 4- Dec. 4 .  . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 , 5 4 9 . 6 7  
1 8 5 6- Dec. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 , 6 1 2 . 6 7  
1 8 5 7- Dec. 1 .  . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 , 5 9 4 . 7 6  
1 8 5 8- Dec . 4 . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 , 6 1 3 . 3 8  
1 8 5 9- Dec. 3 . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 , 4 9 6 . 8 6  
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The inclusion of " WAY-LETTEFlS " in the above annual expenditures 
show that the fees paid carriers were not in all cases added to the regular rate 
of postage. 

Covers exist showing prepayment of the Way fee of le by the addressor. 
Prior to July 1st, 1851, the payment was made in cash, but after that date, 
by cash or a le stamp. Such examples frequently show the stamps cancelled by 
a "Way" marking. 

It is my opinion that "Way" markings can be properly divided into two 
classes, viz . , (A ) Those showing the fee was added to the regular ra�e, and 
(B ) Those showing no indication that the fee was added to the regular rate. 

"Way" markings have been termed by many writers in the past as "Rout
ing " handstamps and they have frequently been incorrectly classed as " can
cellations. ' '  While it is true such handstamps were frequently used to obliter
ate stamps, they were primarily not intended for such a purpose. 

In his Chapter on " Route Postmarks-\Vay and Steam ", Chase stated on 
page 298, " The amoimt, which is often stated in the same handstamp, was 
evidently the surn due the carrier. " This statement is rather misleading because 
a "Way" marking, for example, of simply "WAY" meant, that le had b een 
paid the carrier and that this sum was due the post: office, delivering the letter, 
not due to a carrier for delivering a letter to the person addressed. 

As another example during the 1847 period, an unpaid letter with a "WAY 
6 "  marking indicated the total sum due on delivery-5c postage plus the Way 
fee of le, or an unpaid letter with ' ' \VAY 11 ' '  indicated a lOc rate, plus le 
Way fee was to be collected on delivery. 

Covers marked " Steam 5 "  of the 1847 period indicated no fee, other than 
the regular postage to be collected of 5c. The ' ' Steam ' '  merely denoted 
" origin ", that is, the letter had been carried by a steamboat to the post office 
where it was first placed in the U. S. Mail. 

Chase further stated : 
"Unless I am mistaken the word Steam, which evidently was used in many cases 

exactly as was the word "' AY, means the same thing excepting that the carry
ing agent was either on a Steam train or Steam boat. In other words Steam can
-cellations are merely a subdivision of Way cancellations, the latter including the 
former. These date back to a time well before stamps were current and con
tinued in use even after the 1 8  5 7 issue was demonetized, although they were u'n
doubtedly used more while the 1 8 5 1  issue were current, gradually becoming scarcer 
after the perforated stamps appeared. They were used though to a very limited 
extent on the 1 8 6 1  and even on later issues. I have attempted to list those which 
I have seen although undoubtedly many more exist. These cancellations were used 
most commonly on the Mississippi River and its branches, though also in other 
parts of the country, having been seen used on the Alabama River as well as on 
Long Island Sound and on letters which were sent, probably by boat, from Balti
more, Maryland. Certain postmarks which should have become obsolete with the 
1 8 4 7  issue were undoubtedly used to some extent by error on the 1 8 5 1 's. It is 
hardly reasonable to suppose that the carrier received 6c ,  for example, for handling 
a letter, the postage on which was only 3c. As stated previously these cancellations 
are often found on covers bearing Mississippi River packet postmarks, and other 
similar cancellations. Both Way and Steam cancellations are to be found in manu
script as well as handstamped. The Maysville, Ky. cancellation including Steam 
is the only postmark of this type seen." 

Chase mentioned that some of the 1847 handstamps should have become 
obsolete, but this is incorrect, because a ' 'Way 6, ' '  was perfectly correct for an 
unpaid letter after July 1, 1851. !Jikewise an 184 7 "Way 1 1 " was perfectly 
correct for a double rate unpaid letter, after ,July 1 st , 1851 to April 1st, 1855. 

By the Act of March 3, 1855, prepayment was required on domestic mail, 
and the ' ' Regulations ' '  published soon after the new law went into effect con
tained the following : (P. L. & R.-July 1, 1855-Section 115 )-

"All letters placed on a Mail Steamboat., on which the mails are in char"'e of a 
Route-Agent, should go into the hands of such agent ;  and on these letters the 

"'
master 



W .. AY l\ED 6 
O N  
1 4  I J S 1  P 1 .  1 "'  

W A Y  
/' 6 

I N  R E D � B L A <: I<.. 

THE UNJYI'ED STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 21]1 
Tw o H A N O  STAM PS 

WA Y II 
RED 

W A Y 

Figure 47 A. 



212 THE UNITED STATES ONE CEN'l' S1'A:VIP OF 1851-1857 

of the vessel is not entitled to receive any compensation. None but prepaid letters 
should be received on such steamboat, and these should be duly mailed. But 
should any chance to be unpaid, they should be deposited by the Route-Agent in the 
Post Office at or nearest the 11oint at which they are received, and the postmaster 
should post up a list of them, with the unpaid letters dropped into his office, add
ing that they were put on board the steamboat unpaid. If not attended to, such 
letters are to be sent monthly to the Dead Letter Office. 

" Sec. 1 1 6 . In like manner, \Vhen practicable, all letters should be prepaid which 
are received by steamboats or other vessels not in the mail service, or carrying the 
mail with no Route-Agent on board. When pre-paid, the master of the vessel, if 
under contract to carry the mail, may receive one cent '\Vay,' and if not under con
tract with the Department, two cents each from the postmaster in whose office he 
deposits them ; and they should be delivered to their address without any cha1·ge 
beyond the amount prepaid. But if unpaid, they should be treated as Ship letters, 
and are chargeable as such with a postage of six cents, if delivered at the office 
at which the vessel shall arrive, and with two cents in addition to the ordinary rate 
of postage if destined to be conveyed by post to another place. In the latter case 
the master of the vessel is entitled to receive two cents a letter." 

Although the ' ' Postal Laws and Regulations ' '  as late as 1859 contained 
the following Regulation- . 

"Sec. 1 0 8 .  The Postmaster will pay the mail carrier one cent, if demanded, 
for each Way letter he delivers to him, and add that cent to the ordinary postage 
on the letter," 

it is possible that Section 13 of the A.ct of March 3, 1847, granted him the 
power to use his discretion in adding a fee to the ordinary rate of postage. 
A. part of this Section No. 13 read as follows : 

" *  * And the Postmaster General shall have authority to pay 01• cause 
to be paid a sum not exceeding two cents each, for all letters or packets conveyed 
in any vessel or steamboat not employed in carrying the mail, from one post or 
place in the United States subject to such regulations as the Postmaster General may 
prescribe;  * * * . "  

STEAM BOA'!' MAIL ('AR RIED OUTSIDE O F  T H E  MAIL 

\Ve frequently find prepaid covers with packet markings, but no postmarks 
and such items come under the following " Regulation, " ( 1855 P. L . & R ) ,  

" Sec. 1 1 7 .  Persons desirous to send their letters by steamboats can most 
readily accomplish their object by enclosing such letters in stamped envelopes is
sued by the Department, inasmuch as letters so enclosed may be conveyed out of 
the mail without a violation of law, and need not be delivered to the Postmaster on 
the arrival of the vessel." 

WAY MARKINGS 

Referring to the plate, Figure 4 7 A., the ' 'Way 5 ' '  in top row at left is on 
a single le 1851 from Plate One Early, and in all probability was used at Balti
more, as we find this same handstamp on the cover illustrated by Figure 47 B. 
T.his handstamp was probably in use as early as 1845 and was used on unpaid 
single rate letters. In the late forties and early fifties it indicated postage due 
of 5c pliis the " Way" or le, total 6c. On the cover the handstamp was used as 
a cancellation, and regardless of the ' ' 5, ' ' indicated the letter was a ¥Vay-letter 
and that le Way fee was probably due. On the other hand, it is possible that 
the le . wa� not added to this. letter, and the handstamp denoted only the source by which it reached the Baltimore Post Office. This folded letter is dated "New 
York, Dec. 16, 1851. " (S . W. Richey ) . 

" 
A.gain ,;e�erring to Figu.re 47 A., the tracing, top row, second from left, WA. Y 11 is on a small piece of a cover which shows no indication of the 

�ri�in. T�e "_Due W '.LY 1 "  was _used. at Mobile, but this i s an incorrect tracing. 
Tlus markmg is described later m. th1s �hapter. �he "Way 5, " top row, right, 
was used at New Orleans on unpaid mail, at a per10d I estimate from May 1853 
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WAY 
1 

Figure 47 AA. Ne\v Orleans "'VAY 1." 
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to April 1, 1855. 'l'he earliest use I have seen is June 4, 1853. I call this the 
New Orleans 1853 type. In the second row ( 4 7 .A ) the "Way 6 "  in a circle 
was illustrated in the Chase book, page 298, but I have no record where it was 
used. 'fhe "WAY" with a line below was used at New Orleans, and in all 
probability was intended for prepaid mail. Covers showing its use to cancel 
the 3c 1851 in 1853-1854 and later years are not scarce. The large "WAY 6" 
in circle i s  marked on the plate, ' ' probably Mobile ' '  but this handstamp was 
used at New Orleans. The earliest use I have noted is ' ' February 12, 1849, ' '  in 
black, on a stampless cover. (S. W. Richey) . A use in December 1849 is in 
red, and one in March 1850 is in an orange. (S. W. Richey) . The "Way 6 
Cents, " second row, second from right was also used at New Orleans. The 
earliest use noted is Sept. 16, 1847, in blue, on an unpaid letter. ( S. W. Rich
ey) . No doubt this handstamp dates back to July 1845, as it is seldom found 
after 1849 ( ? ) .  The "WAY 6, " second row, extreme right, was used at Mobile, 
this particular use was in November 1850, but no doubt this type was in use as 
early as 1845 at this office. In the third row, extreme left, the "WAY 6 "  was 
quite a common type used at New Orle11ns. 'fhe earliest use I have seen is on an 
unpaid letter of April 7, 1851 . ( S. W. Richey) .  'fhe latest use noted is 
"Dec. 9, 1852. " (S . W. Richey ) .  

As stated above, i t  seems probable that the Way fee was not added t o  the 
postage on certain " packet " letters deli\·ered to the New Orleans Post Office 
after January 1st, 1853. The type ' '  'vV A Y 6 ' '  and the companion type for 
double rate, 1lnpaicl letfel's, " Vv .A Y 1 1  ( \>nts " (tracing,  third row, second from 
right ) ,  were apparently never used 11fter that date. Thanks are due Mr. 
Mannel Hahn for calling my attent ion to this important point. 

In the third row, second from left, the " \Vay 6 Cents " in a circle was 
used at Vicksburg. The "Way 11 " in circl e, third row extreme right was used 

Fig·ure 47 B .  1Jalti11101·e "'V.AY 5." 
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Fig;ure 47 C. N e'v Orleans "WAY." 

at Mobile, on unpaid 10c rate let ters prior to July 1st, 1851, and on double rate 
unpaid letters after that date, and probably to January 1st, 1853. It is the 
companion type to the "Mobile Way 6 "  illustrated just above this tracing. 
The large "Way 6 "  in a circle, fourth row, left, was used at New Orleans. This 
is evidently one of the early types and no doubt dates back to 1846 or 1845. 
The latest use noted is June 28, 1850. ( S. W. Richey ) .  

Figure 47 AA illustrates the New Orleans marking used o n postage prepaid 
fotters, on which the Way fee of 1c was due. This handstamp was used in 
1851 and 1852, the latest use I have seen is " Dec. 28, 1852. " Figure 47 D 
illustrates a cover with this marking, and without the usual New Orleans post
mark. Figure 47 DD il lustrates a postage prepaid cover with this unpwid 
Way fee of le,  with the packet marking " Steamer Atlantic " in red and the 
New Orleans postmark and gridiron. 

Figure 47 C illustrates a cover with the le stamps cancelled with the 
"Way" with line beneath, as mentioned above. This use was after January 
1st, 1853, and in all probability the Way simply denotes a "Way" letter with 
no collection charge on delivery. ( S. W. Richey ) .  

Figure 47 E, shows a cover, with use, .June 3 ,  1852. This is an unpaid 
letter, with 6c postage due, 5c plus Way le.  ( S. W. Richey) . 

·WAY. 

Fi�·n1·c 47 D. Ne"· 01·Je:1ns "\VAY l." 
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Figure 47 F shows the "Way" handstamp of Montgomery, Ala. , a prepaid 
postage and Way fee let: er addressed to Philadelphia, the stamps tied by the 
Montgomery postmark of " Oct. 30 " ( 1852 ) . ( S. W. Richey ) . 

Figure 4 7 G shows an unpaid cloiible rate Way letter of " Jan. 9, 1852, " 
with the New Orleans "Way 11 Cents. " This letter is dated " Vicksburg, 
Miss., Jan. 6, 1852. " ( S. W. Richey ) .  

' ' \VAY ' '  AND ' ' STEAM ' '  

Again referring to the plate, Figure 4 7 A ,  two " Steam" handstamps are 
illustrated which were quite commonly used at New Orleans in 1849, 1850, 1851 
and 1852. These are shown in double circles in the center of the plate, "Steam 
5" and "Steam 10. " The earliest use I have seen of these types is June 29, 
1849, and the latest is the latter part of 1852. 

'l'hey were used on unpaid mail and denoted " sourc e "  as well as " rate," 
that is, the letter firs'' reached a Post Office by " Steamboat " and the postage 
was due in the amount handstamped. 
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Fig;ure 47 F. lllontµ;o1nery, Ala., "°\VAY." 

Fiµ;ure 47 G. Ne"· Orleans. 

' I  

JZ:f�� 
{';  

Fig.·1n·e 47 H. Ne'" Orleans. 
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Fi,J.:;ure 47 .J. Ne"- Orleans. 

Figure:> -±7 J and -±7 K i l ln:;trate t wo i nteresti n g  covers. Both originated 
at Camden, Ark. ,  both were \ITit t rn  by t h e  same person to the same �ew Orleans 
a ddre:-;s, an cl  hoth lune in prn , " Paid 3. " In addition bot h h ave the  packet 
marking, ' ' From Steamer Storm. ' '  Both sl1ow use in 1853.  

One of these ( 47 ,T ) ,  is  dated at Camden , February 24t h ,  1858,  postmarked 
New Orleans,  " l\far. l , " a n d  h a s  t l i P  h la <>k  i\'ew Orleani:; " Stram 5, " the oth er, 
( 47 K )  is dated a t  Ca mden , .Apr. 2,  1 85a,  post m arkecl a t  N<'w Orlea ns " Apr. 1 1 "  
and h as t h e  :\e\r O rleans black " IVL1 Y "  and " 5. "  fn a l l  probabi l ity a " Way 
fee " was " de111anclecl ' '  and paid on t h e  l a tter, hence i t  was marked as a " Way " 
letter, whereas on t h e  former, no " \Vay " fee was pa id  a n d  it was marked 
" Steam, " denoting origin. Bot h were no doubt double rate letters with single 
rat es prepaid hence 5c "·:ii:i clne on each one for the extra unpa i d  rate.  

(n..,.de.,. Al-I<. A�· i. 1153 .:�· 
(: \�1 �� 

· ,  

� .. '\. ......... _ .. . � R'c o · 

Fi;.;;ure 47 Ji" . 1\r• .. n· Orleans "WAY" und "5." 
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Again referring to the Vicksburg, ' 'Way 6 Cents ' '  in circle marking shown 
on Figure 47 A, third row, second from left. The cover from which this tracing 
was drawn has the Vicksburg postmark of ' ' Dec. 31. ' '  Both markings are in 
blue and the letter is addressed to New Orleans. Inside the letter is headed, 
"Yazoo River, Dec. 25, 1851. " 

Here is an unpaid "Way" letter, written on December 25th, 1851, picked 
up by the mail-carrier enroute and deposited in the Vicksburg Post Office, 
where it was postmarked on the departure date. It is quite certain this letter 
went by steamboat to New Orleans but it bears no "Packet marking. "  I men
tion this here because there is no such thing as ' ' Packet cancellations. ' '  

Post Offices did not ronte letters the way they were to travel, hence there 
was no packet marking on this cover ronting i:t to New Orleans by steamboat. 
When the letter reached New Orleans it was not postmarked "New Orleans" 
or marked there with ' ' Steamboat ' '  ' ' Steam ' '  etc. These denoted origin and 
in this case they were not necessary as the Vicksburg Post Office had previously 
postmarked the letter. 

"PArD--F. A. DENTZFJL" 
Figure 4 7 H illustrates an interesting cover. \Ve frequently see the mark

ing, circular and oval with " PAID-F. A. DENTZEL-AGT-P. 0.-N. 0. " 
(Agent of the Post Office Department at New Orleans, and not Agent of the 
New Orleans Post Office ) ,  on packet covers, both styles of which are shown in 
the center of the plate, Figure 47 A. 'fhe cover illustrated (47 H) shows a 
manuscript " 5 "  and the signature of "F . A. Dentzel, Agt. P. O. " This was 
afterwards marke<l out by two black gridirons and the letter rated as a "Way 
6 '  '. The use was in May 1852. 

The earliest use I have seen of the oval Dentzel marking is ' ' Nov. 11, 1849, ' '  
though this handstamp may have been used much earlier, as a probable use I 
have examined may be Jan ? 1849. All examples were in red. The earliest 
use I have seen of the circular type is "May 1, 1852 " (black ) , and the earliest 
of this type that I have seen in red is February 5, 1853. (All of the above are 
in the collection of S. W. Richey ) .  

In the Richey collection are quite a number o f  u,npaid covers with the 
Dentzel markings, but none show the New Orleans postmark, some show various 
packet markings and others only the Dentzel. In all probability letters showing 
the Dentzel markings were letters that were carried to New Orleans by non
contract mail steamboats, marked as "Paid" by Dentzel, the special resident 
agent of the Post Office Department at New Orleans, and by him turned over 
to the Post Office for delivery. 

In an article by Mr. Delf Norona in the March 1936 issue of the American 
Philatelist, it was s'tated in part : 

"F. A. Dentzel served as Mail Agent * * * from at least July 1 ,  1 8 5 0  to, 
June 3 0 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  * * * and the amount of compensation received by him indi
cates that he was one of the principal agents for the Department during those years 
* * * The inference then is that these letters which had b een placed on the 
packet boat, out of the mails, were not delivered to the postmaster on arrival at 
New Orleans, but  to Dentzel, the local agent. Dentzel possibly boarded the packet 
boat on arrival at New Orleans, paid the master of the boat two cents for each 
letter handed to him, took his personal handstamp out of his pocket, and, using 
the stamp pad in the Captain's office on board the packet boat, stamped the letters 
with the ' Paid-F. A.  Dentzel' marking. This same stamp pad had previously 
been used to stamp the letters with the usual packet marking, thus accounting for 
the identical shade of ink used, etc. "  

Figure 47 L illustrates a pair of l e  Plate One Early stamps on a printed 
circular tied by an old 1847 period ' '  StPam 5 ' '  marking, used as a cancellation. 
This pair paid the 2c circular rate of 1851-1852. The ' '  5 ' '  here has no postal 
significance. 
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Figure 4 7  L. 

"DuE WAY le " 

TI ES 3 f  1 8 51 O R ,.. H G 1".  B Ro w r<  
T o  G"E E ,..., & O f< o  A I D  1 8.5 1  (J) 

Fli,.,.re 47 M. 

Again referring to the marking, "DUE WAY le ", ( :F'igure 47 M) used at 
Mobile, and mentioned above. This tracing was drawn from a cover with a 
3c 1851, owned by Mr. William West (:F'igure 47 N ) ,  which shows all parts of 
the handstamp very plainly. It is rather unusual to find covers with this scarce 
marking so legible. Chase illustrated a " Due \Vay l "  marking, on page 298 
in his book, but I have no record of his type. It is possible the Chase type was 
copied from an indistinct example of the Mobile, :F'igure 47 M, and of course 
it is possible his type is one I have never seen. 'rhe Chase type, reproduced 
from his book is shown on :F'igure 47 A, top row. It will be noted the letters of 
" DUE " are different, and there is  n o  " c "  after the "WAY 1 . " 

All examples I have seen of :F'igure 47 lVI were in black, but Chase lists his 
type, (Chase book-page 299 ) as occurring only in blne, and found only on 
the stamps of the 1851 issue. The measurements of the Chase type are listed as 
40xl7 lVL!\'L ,  whereas the type, :F'ignre 47 M ,  measures 41x17 M.lVI. Chase did 
not fo;t the origin of his type. 

Figure 4·7 N. l\l obile. 
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Another indistinct tracing of the Pigure 47 M type is shown m the lower 
right corner of the plate, Figure 41 G, Chapter No. 41. 

I have noted th is marking on letters originating in New Orleans, with 3c 
1851 Orange-browns, addressed to New York City, also similar covers with strips 
of three of the le 1851 (Plate One, Early ) ,  also New Orleans printed circulars 
with singles of the One Cent . Such mail was not placed in the New Orleans 
Post Office, but arrived at the 1\Iobile Post Office as "Way" mail, with postage 
prepaid, but the le Way fee due on delivery. This interesting marking may 
have been used prior to July L 1 851 , on mail with the 184 7 stamps, but I have 
never seen such an item. 

" THE GREAT MAIL " 

It is interesting to trace the route which one of these letters with the mark

ing " DUE \VAY le, " and the postmark of Mobile, Ala., traveled to its desti
nation. 

In the late 1840 's and early 1850 's, mail between New Orleans and New 
York for example, was forwarded by the Contract Route, called the ' ' Great 
Mail. " The terminals of this Route were Washington and :\few Orleans, and 
the ' ' Great Mail ' '  traveled by railroads, steamboats, and stage coaches. 

Mail from New York went to Baltimore, and from here to ·washington, 
Richmond and Petersburg, Va. At certain periods, the mail from Washington 
went to Baltimore and thence by steamboat direct to Petersburg. I have before 
me a special " Report of the Postmaster General, in rela tion to the failures of 
the m ail to and from. New O rleans , "  dated February 15, 1848, (Document-
30th Congress-1st Session-Srnate-Executive Ko. 26) . In this report (page 
8 ) ,  th is route is referred to ns, " The Great :\Iail. " The Route, Washington to 
New Orleans is given as follow", with the contract rnnning t ime between each 
point : 
Washington to Aquia Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Aquia Creek to Richmond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Richmond to Petersburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Petersburg to Weldon, N. C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Miles 
5 4  
7 5  
2 4  
6 4  

Weldon t o  Wilmington, N .  C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 5  
Wilmington t o  Charleston, S .  C .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 5  

Charleston, S. C .  to Augusta, Ga . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3 9  
Augusta to Atlanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 8  

Atlanta to Griffin, G a  . . .  
Griffin to Auburn, Ala . .  

4 3  
1 0 3  

Auburn t o  Montgomery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 0  

Montgomery to Stockton, Ala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 1  
Stockton t o  Mobile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 6 

Mobile to New Orleans . .  1 6 4  

Total . . . . . . . . . .  1 4 2 1  

Total 1 4 2 1  miles in 6 days 1 6 1,6 hours. 
Average approximately 11 miles per hour. 

In this report is the following : 

Service/ 
Steamboat 
Railroad 
Railroad 
Railroad 

Railroad 
Steamboat 

Railroad 
Railroad 

Railroad 
Stage Coach 

Railroad 

Stage Coach 
Steamboat 

Steamboat 

Hours 
4 
5 % 
2 
4 

3 3  

8 
1 3  

2 4  

4 

4 0  

2 3  

1 6 0 %  

"The Great Southern Mail is transported o n  this line, 6 7 9  miles by railroad, 
including the distance from this place ( Washington ) to Baltimore ; 7 1 5  miles in 
steamboats, and 2 6 4  miles in post coaches ; and the running time from Baltimore 
going south is 7 days and 5 hours, averaging on the whole line thence, 9 6 / 1 0  miles 
per hour." 

It is interesting in this connection to compare the Washington-New Orleans 
Route as above with the same Route in 1824. At this period the U. S. Mail 
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traveled as follo"·s :  ·w ashington to Fredericksburg and Abingdon, Va., Knox
ville and MclVIinville, 'l'enn., Hunhwi l le, H usliville and P ikeville, Ala., Columbus, 
Jackson, Fort Gibson, \\Tashington, Natchez, \Voodvi lle, Miss . , thence by St. 
Francisville and Baton Rouge to ?\ ew O rl eans. Houte estimated at 1380 miles, 
time requir�d was 24 days. (Doc . .Ko. 4-l8th Congress-2nd Session-Decem
ber 15, 1824 ) .  

1 84-9 
Fig·ure 47 P. 

I have before me an interesting stampless cover with no markings other 
than those shown in Figure 47 P. This cover is addressed to New Orleans, La., 
and according to the students of years ago we were informed such a cover was 
' ' routed ' '  from Charleston to New Orleans by ' ' Steamboat. ' '  On the contrary, 
the origin of this letter was New York, it was carried by a non-contract ship 
or " Steamboat" from New York to Charleston, where it was deposited in the 
Charleston P. 0.  and thence by the " Great Mail " to New Orleans. The date 
of the letter is New York, April 21st and a pen notation shows receipt in New 
Orleans on April 30th. The " Steamboat " was appl ied at Charleston and de
notes the " source " by wh ich it reached t h i s  Post Office. As it is not marked 
' ' Paid ' '  it was sent unpaicl and the ' '  10 ' '  in the postmark indicates the sum 
du<> on delivery at New Orleans. 

J O  
R E O  

NO'\/ 1 850 

10 
R E D  

Fig·ure 47 Q .  

' '  STF.A:\IBOA'l' POTOM AC ' '  
Figure 47 Q ,  illustrates 1he markings on two stampless covers, each with 

the circular marking, but different rate stamps as shown. Both of these covers 
are addressed to New Orleans and one is dated "New York, Nov. 12-1850. " 
'l'his cover was not deposited in the New York Post Office, but it was carried 
privately from New York and handed to the U .  S. Mail Agent on board the 
steamboat traveling possibly from Baltimore to Petersburg, Va. , on the route 
of the ' ' Great Mail. ' '  'l'he marking is ' ' Steamboat Potomac. ' '  

Both o f these covers were forwarded unpaid, the ' '  10 ' '  indicating the sum 
due upon delivery. 



Chapter XXXXVIII. 

STEAMBOAT MARKINGS. 

T
HE period covered by the ten years preceding the outbreak of the Civil 
War was truly the Golden Era of Steamboat travel in the middle west, 
and the rapid growth of this great transportation system in less than 

half a century forms one of the grandest chapters in the Chronicle of American 
Achievement. 

The birth of the western steamboat dates back to March of 1811 when 
Nicholas Roosevelt, a brother of the grandfather of President Theodore Roose
velt, launched his steam propelled flatboat at Pittsburg and christened her the 
" New Orleans. " It was in the following month of September the "New 
Orleans ' '  pulled out from Pittsburg and turned her prow down the waters of 
the beautiful Ohio, with the City for which she was named, as her ultimate 
destination. 

Little did her builder dream, or little did the group forming the first crew 
and passenger list dream, of the great industry that was to follow in the wake 
of this history making voyage. 

On the first of October the New Orleans reached the Falls of the Ohio at 
Louisville, and after several days of celebration, she navigated the falls and 
began her long journey down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. From the small 
settlement of New Madrid to Vicks Plantation, now Vicksburg, there was not 
the semblance of a town. ·when the boat put out from Natchez on the last leg· 
of her eventual trip, she carried the first shipment of cotton ever carried by a 
steam propelled boat on the waters of the Mississippi. Landing was made at 
New Orleans on January 12th, 1812. 

Twenty two years later, 231 steamboats were plying the waters of the 
Mississippi with an approximate tonnage of 40,000. By 1849 the number had 
irnffeased to 1000 with an approximate tonnage of a quarter of a million. 

In 1842 Pittsburgh had more steamboat tonnage than Philadelphia, Boston, 
and Charleston combined, and Pittsburgh and Cincinnati together had a ton
nage, five thousand greater than all the Great Lake ports combined. 

In 1843, Cincinnati led the towns of the Ohio valley in boat building, pro
ducing 45 vessels, totaling 12,000 tons. 

The following figures show the length of the U. S. Mail Routes in 1852 and 
1858 and the various modes of conveyance : 

Year Ending June 30-1852 

Mode not In Coach In Steamboats Railroad 
specified 

Miles Miles Miles Miles 
1 3 7, 0 5 3  5 0 , 6 5 5  1 6 , 4 3 0  1 0 , 1 4 6  

Year Ending June 30-1858 

1 6 5 , 4 2 9  5 3 ,  7 0 0  1 7 , 0 4 3  2 4 , 4 3 1  

The following, taken from a special report of the Postmaster General m 
1839, is of interest : 

"Daily Steamboat Mails on the Mississippi 

- Proposals for carrying a daily mail in steamboats between the points hereinafter 
designated, and to supply all the intermediate post offices situated on or near either 
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bank of the river, or so many of them as may be required by the Department, from 
the ;I.st of January 1 8 3 8 ,  to the 3 0th of June 1 8 4 2 ,  inclusive, will be received at 
the Post Office Department until the 2 0th of July next, to be decided on the 2 4 th day 
of said July, viz : 

ROUTE No. 3 3 3 0 . 

From Louisville, Ky., to New Orleans, La. ;  1 , 4 4 8  miles, and back. 
Leave Louisville every day at 9 A.  M . ;  
Arrive at New Orleans o n  t h e  6 th day after, a t  the same hour. 
Leave New Orleans every day at 9 A.  M. ; 
Arrive at Louisville on the tenth day after, at the same hour." 

On page 22, of the 1852 edition of "Laws and Regulations for the Govern
ment of the Post Office Department, ' '  the rates to be charged on Steamboat 
letters was fully explained. This page is reproduced in full in Chapter 37, 
Figure 37 C. The wording is practically a repetition of the same section in the 
previous edition of 1847. Among other things specified, the following are 
worthy of special notice : 

Letters carried in vessels on anv of the waters of the United States were 
subject to the same postage as if c�rried in the mail overland. Postmasters 
wf're to mark ma.il broii,ght  lo th e ir offices by steamboats with "StewrnbO'at,"  
' ' at the time of receiving them. ' '  The rates of postage to be charged as above 
referred especially to contract mail, but a special regulation referred to certain 
classes of mail carried by vess�ls " outside of the  mail " as follows : 

The law made special provision for the transport of mail by steamboats 
" not employed in carrying the mail, " amcl subject to such 1·egidations as the 
Postmaster General rnay p1·escrib e. A.ttention is called to the following : 

"Act of March 3 ,  1 8 4 7-Sec. 1 3 . * * * and the Postmaster General shall 
have authority to pay or cause to be paid a sum not exceeding two cents each, for 
all  letters or packets conveyed in any vessel or steamboat not employed in carrying 
the mail, from one post or place to any other post or place in the United States 
subject to such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe ; "  

In accordance with the above section of the law, the following regulation, 
relating to certain classes of mail carried by vessels ' ' outside of the mail ' '  is 
found in the ' '  184 7 Postal Laws and Regulations ' ' :  

P. L. & R.-1 8 4 7  ( April 3 rd ) -Regulations-page 3 5-Sec. 2 4 3-"Besides 
the conveyance of mails under contract and by appointed agents and messengers, 
letters and packets are transported by ships, sterunboats, and other vessels, at two 
cents a letter or packet, which in the case of conveyance over the waters of the Unit
ed States, may, by special agreement be raised to three cents a letter, and 71! cent a 
newspaper. This rule does not apply to letters delivered at ports on Lake Erie." 

This section was omitted from the next edition of the P. L. & R., issued in 
April 1852, so the regulation authorizing a fee of 2c in addition to the regular 
postage on mail carried by non-contract steamboats was probably abrogated a 
short time prior to the issuance of this edition, as covers are known showing 
thf' fee in October 1851. 

MISSISSIPPI p ACKET MARKINGS 

Covers showing Mississippi packet markings are quite scarce, and the great 
majority of them in collections thruout the country, came from several large 
finds of correspondence, notable among which were the Buchannon Carroll & Co., 
Jolin T. Hardie & Co. , A. & .T. Dennistoun & Co., H .. J. Palfrey and the Sam 'l 
C. Bell (Cashier, Canal Bank, New Orleans ) ,  the richest source being the 
famous Buchannon Carroll & Co. 

This firm under various firm names, elates from the early 1840 's to a period 
subsequent to the Civil War. They were a large firm of commission merchants 
in New Orleans to whom many planters on the Mississippi River and tributaries 
consigned their cotton for <;ale. They acted as bankers and agents for the 
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Figure 48 /;._, 
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planter, supplied him with the necessities of life wh ich he did not produce on 
his plantation, bought slaves for him in many instances, charging him thruout 
the year for all advances made, a n d  crr<liting him with the sale of his cotton 
crop at the end of the season. 

Few planters prepaid their mail to tl 1 e  firm, and as many were no doubt 
far removed from post officrs, their  mail was pi cked np at lan dings and carried 
by the Mail Steamboats to l'\Pw Orleans. 

'l'hus the great majority of coveri'i with southern packet markings are 
stampless. Covers prepa i d  by stamps are much rarer, and they generally 
show the packet marking applied on the face of the cover an� not touching the 
stamp or stamps. Rare exceptions are those with the marking touching the 
stamps and still more rare are covers showing a marking as the sole cancellation. 

PACKET lHARKINGs �B y WHmr APPLIED '/ 

Dr. Chase devoted many years compiling a record of all known steamboat 
markings, and his listing and description of these in his book on the 3c 1851-1857 
is the most complete that has ever been published. 

Figure 48 A is a plate illustrating typical examples. 
In the late 1830 's, perhg_ps earlier, the Postmaster General provided the 

main Steamboat l\fail Contract Routes with mail agents. In the contract for 
mail route No. 3330, above mentioned, between Louisville and New Orleans, 
was the following clause : 
"and to convey Agents of the Department, one on each boat, whenever required, and 
furnish them secure and convenient apartments, exclusively for their accommoda
tion, and that of the mail, all without charge ; * * * and for the board and ac
commodation of the agents . "  

The follovving is from the P. L. & R.--1847-"Regulations "-page 34, 
Sec. �37 : 

"Certain railroad and steamboat routes, the Postmaster General provides with 
Mail Agents, whose business it  is,-l st. To receive letters written after the mail is 
closed, also '"Way'-letters unpaid or prepaid, accounting to the postmaster at the 
end of the route for all prepaid postage received, and to hand over said letters to 
the proper office for delivery or mailing, reporting a list of all such letters to the 
Auditor of the Department, 2nd. To assort the mails for the several offices, being 
entrusted with the key to the iron lock for that purpose-3rd. To attend to the de
livery and reception of the mail-bags-4th. To report all irregularities of service on 
the route." 

The 1843 P .  L .  & IL contained practically the same wording. 
Local Agents were appointed at certain cities where the packet mail was 

especially heavy. The following is from "Doc. No. l 70-27th Congress-2nd 
Session-House of Rep.-P . 0. Dept. " (March 1842) : 

"The following persons have been employed since that period, viz. : Two Local 
Agents, ( one at Cincinnati, Ohio, the other at Louisville, Kentucky) , whose duty it 
is to board all steamboats arriving at those places, and to obtain from the command
ers, officers, and crews of said boats, all letters brought from their several places of 
departure or landing * * * These Agents are of recent appointment, and the re
turns already received from them confirm me in the opinion that their services save 
to the Department not less than $ 1 2 5 . 0 0  a week, clear of expenses. Their compen
sation is $ 8 0 0 .  per annum." * * * "The mail Agents on railway cars attend to 
the reception and delivery, at the end of their respective routes, of the mails trans
ported thereupon ; and also to receiving, assorting, making up, and delivery at the 
way offices, the mails destined for them, rnspectively."- ( Letter from the Post
master General to Congress, March 3 1-1 8 4 2 ) .  

I t  i s  quite evident packet markings were applied by the Mail Agents o n the 
steamboatl:; enroute. .No doubt the handsta mps were supplied by the owners 
of the d ifferent boats and were thus an a dvertisement for the particular vessel. 

'l'he Regulat ions required that  let ter'' that had not been previously de
posited in a post office , but werP conYeyed to a post office by a steamboat, must 
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be marked " Steamboat " or · ' Steam" upon arrival. The mail ag·ents complied 
with this regulation enroutc, saving the office of destination the trouble. 

Mail was picked up at one Landing and dropped off at another l.Janding, 
without ever passing thru a po::;t office, but the mail agent:,; on board the steam
boats were required to see that all such mail was prepaid, to cancel stamps, 
etc. Thus we acconnt for covers with no postmarks on the face and the stamps 
cancelled by pen or the packer marking» 

In the early days few steamboats were owned by stock compan ies, but rather 
by private in dividuals, generally the captains of the vessels, hence we find many 
of the markings advertise an individual boat. 

In latter years, when ste:'lmboat mail contracts ran into big figures, corpo
rations were organized, and operated a number of boats. 

Figure 48 H. 

Figure 48 B illustrates a letter (May 1852 ) originating in Cincinnati but 
not placed in that post office, addressed to Logansport, Ind., it went by Route 
" The Louisville & Cincinnati lVIail Line " to I1ouisville by steamboat, and then 
north to its destination. The stamp was cancelled by the Mail Agent enroute, 
and the letter was included in mail "made up " by the agent for points on the 
Route of which Logansport was a part. Thus no separate "make up " was 
necessary at Louisville, nor any marking applied there. 

Fig·ure 48 C. 
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Fig·u1•e 48 D. 

Figure 48 E. 

Figure 48 F. 
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�t'oM i-l ew Yori<. 
Dee 3 1  l i S  l 

Figure 48 C, is a similar example of a double rate letter, Cincinnati to 
New Orleans. ( See Figu re ±5 C-Chapter 45, for tracings from covers, 48 C 
and 48 D ) .  

Figures 48 G and 48 H illustrate the " N. Y .  & Boston, Stmb. & R. R. R. , "  
marking which probably meant " �ew York & Boston Steamboat & Railroad 
Route. " A tracing is shO\vn on the plate, F igure 48 J. 

Covers showing the marking', Figure 48 E are very rare. 'fhis is in black. 
See tracing on the plate, Figure 48 ,T. 

' ' ROU'l'E 7309 ' ' 
Figure 48 JA illustrates the markings on a cover-3c Buff U. S. Envelope

addressed to New Orleans in February 1857. " Route 7309 " was the U. S. 
Steamboat Mail Contract Route between New Orleans and Vicksburg during the 
four years, 1854 to 1858. 

In the Annual Reports of the Postmaster General for the years 1852 and 
1853 (December) ,  the Steamboat Contract Route between New Orleans and 
Vicksburg was listed as follows : 

Figure 48 H. 
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A l A S A M A  R I V E R  
PAC K E.T . V" l l H  -5T R 1 P  

O F Tn r e e. 1 4  1 11 5 1  l7 p <>  I V  
To .S E L M A A l ci .  

MA I L  R O U T E 
r_ BLACK O N  1 4  51 - Ty p e  l:Y 

STEAM BOAT 
� \ (OV E R.  Po6TM A R t< 6' D  BLACK 
SAVA N N A H 1 <;: e o, M A R  I B<;, t  

O N  C t Rc V L A R. 
N EW O R L.EAl'l > 

To \ N D I A N A  l <t  1 8  5 1  - Ty p e  I V  

Figure 4S J. 
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I ., . 
.J • 

B LA C �  B L U C  

Fig·ure 48 J A. 

T l l! S  
3 4  8 U l" P'  

u. -:i . e N v E LOP4 

"State of Mississippi-Route 5 7 1 1-Vicksburg to New Orleans-3 7 4  miles
Service engaged by the trip-Cost $ 8 2 6 0 . 0 0 . "  

The Annual Report of December 1854, the Contract is listed : 
"State of Mississippi-Route 7 3 0 9-Vicksburg to New Orleans, La., 1 7 0  miles 

-3 % trips a week-Cost $ 3 3 , 6 8 0. 00 per annum." 

The Annual Heports of December 1856 and 1857, the Contract is listed as : 
"Route 7 3 0 9-3 9 7  miles--3 times a week-Cost $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  per annum." 

No Steamboat Route No. 7309 is listed in the Annual Report of December 
1858, but instead the following is listed : 

"Louisiana-ROUTE 8165-New Orleans to Vicksburg-3 9 7  miles-3 times a 
week-Cost $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  per annum."  

No Steamboat Contract ·was numbered "Route 8165 " in the previous year 's 
report ( 1857 ) .  

I n  the Annual Report for 1859, "Route 8165 " was listed the same as in 
the 1858 report. 

Hegular Mail between these two points when placed in either Post Office 
to be forwarded to the other office, bore no ' '  Houte ' '  or ' ' Packet Markings. ' '  
Covers which show such .markings were not placed in the Post Offices of origin 
but were delivered to the Mail Agents on board the contract Mail Boats. I 
have before me a cover originating in New Orleans, addressed to Natchez, Miss., 
dated Fe by 2, 1856. The 3c 1851 is tied by the blue ' ' U. S.  Mail-Packet� 
Natchez, " (marking at right, Figure 48 J A ) ,  and on the face is the "Houte 
7309 " (marking to left, Figure 48 JA ) . The cover contains only these two 

@ B L U E  .3 3  • 1 a  i o x  7 

Ell.IJ E - R E D !'.\ N D B L. A C K 

R C> U T e.. 7 3 0 9  
N E W  O R L E A.rJS - V I C K .S B U R �  

. Figure 48 J B. 

@) B L U E  
_3 � X. t 7 �  
._ 5 ,.. 7 

e.t..u E A N D  B l- A« K 
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Figure 48 J C. 

markings, and no town postmark. This cover was not deposited in the New 
Orleans Post Office but was delivered direct to the Mail Agent aboard the 
Steamboat " Natchez . " 

In the sale of the Emerson collection, Jan. :3 1 , 1 938, (Kelleher) Lot 404 
was described as follows : " U. S. l\'Iail-Packet-�ATCHEZ-in blue oval on 3c 
Buff envelope. Cover also has a blue Route 7309. ' '  J_;ots 405 and 406 were 
l isted as the same. 

Figure 48 JB i llustrates two addit ional marking;,; of Route 7309. Figure 
48 JC illustrates a cover with the " C "  marking. 

' ' ROUTE 81 65 ) )  
(See mention above-Report P .  l\'L G .  December 1 858 ) .  
In the Emerson Sale, Jan . 31 , 1 938, (Kelleher) Lot 408 was described : 

" U. S. l\fail--Saturday evening packet--Steamer Natchez-Route 816.5, in 
black circle tying a 3c 1857, 'l'ype lI etc. " This markinir was l isted by Chase 
in h is Three Cent Book as " 1857 "-" 3H J'vf.M.-·black-Circular. Shows date 
(month and day only ) . ' '  

" TnE GREA'r 'l'nnouGH MAIL " 

ROU'l'E 7809 
In the report of the Postmaster General for 1856, (Dec. 1st ) Route 7809 

was listed as follows : 
"Louisiana-# 7 8 0 9-Cairo to New Orleans-1 0 7 5  miles-7 times a week

Cost $ 3 2 9 ,0 0 0  per annum." 

Chase listed the following in his book, page 274 : 
I Size in 1 8 5 1  I M M  1 8 5 6  1 8 5 7  

Above tracing ( C )  I 
Route 7 3 0 9  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - I  ( 3 7 X 1 8  outer ( Blue & 

I ( 2 5 x 7 inner (Black Blue 
Above tracing ( B )  I 

Route 7 3 0 9  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ( 3 3  X 1 9  outer ( 
I ( 20 x 7 inner ( Blue Red & Black 

Above tracing ( A )  I 
Route 7 3 0 9  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - I  ( 3 4  X 2 7  outer ( I ( 2 0 X 1 2  inner ( Blue 
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The following is from the Annual Report of the Postmaster General of 
Dec. 1st, 1857 : 

"The Mail service on the Mississippi River below the Ohio. 

"The River is divided into the following sections, for distribution of the local 
mails at the different towns and offices on it :  

Route 7305. New Orleans to St .  Francisville, 170 miles, four times a week, 
by steamboats. 

Route 7309. New Orleans Via St. Francisville to Vicksburg, 3 9 7  miles, three 
times a week, by steamboats. 

(Note : This makes the service daily between New Orleans 
and St. Francisville, and three times a week between St. Fran
cisville and Vicksburg. 

Route 7499. Vicksburg to Napoleon, 2 3 0  miles, twice a week, by steamboats. 
Route 7512. Napoleon to Memphis, 2 0 3  miles, twice a week, by steamboats. 

"Besides these four subdivisions for local purposes there is the Great Through 
Mail No. 7809, from New Orleans to Cairo, which like all others, will expire the 
3 0th of June next." ( 1 8 5 8 . )  

Fig·ure 48 K .  Troy & New York Steamboat. 

" TROY & NEW YORK STEAMBOAT " 

Quite an interesting and rare cover is illustrated by Figure 48 K, a 3c 
1851 tied by the ' " l'roy & New York Steamboat " in blue. This marking is well 
known on stampless covers of the 184 7-1851 period, and also on covers with the 
5c and lOc, 1847 stamps. 

During the latter part of the Eighteen :B'orties, and probably up to the last 
of 1851 or early in 1852, captains of non-contract mail steamboats plying the 
Hudson River were paid 2c each for all letters or packets carried by their 
boats and this fee of 2c was added to the regular rate of postage. 

At some period either late in 1851 or early in 1852, the custom of adding 
the 2c fee to the postage was discontinued on the Hudson River Route but for 
many years thereafter letters were carried ' ' out of the mail ' '  on this Route and 
independent boats were still paid the fee. lt appears, where the fee was added 
on letters carried by independent boats on this, or any other route, that the 
charge was made under special rulings of the Postmaster General. (Up to the 
passage of the Act of February 27th, 1861 ) .  

Attention is called to Sec. 13 of the Act of March 3, 1847, quoted above, 
which contains the provision ' ' subject to such regulations as the Postmaster 
General may prescribe. ' '  
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I 

"Figure 48 L. 

'fhe markings, consisting of the rectangular framed ' ' Troy & New York 
Steamboat " and the rate handstamps of " 2cts ", " 7 cts " and " 12cts " were all 
applied at Troy, N. Y. (in blue ) . 

I have seen quite a few Troy Drop letters of the 184 7-1851 period with the 
same marking " 2cts in a circle " as found on covers with the blue " Troy & 
New York Steamboat. "  I also recall a coyer with this same " 2cts " in blue, 
with a notation before it of · ' Advert ised , " i'ihowing this 'l'roy rate handstamp 
was used for various purposes. 

During the late Eighteen Fortie::; the contract route from New York to Troy 
was knovvn as Route No. 809. If a letter from ?\ew York addressed to Troy, 
or beyond, was placed in the New York Post Office it was simply postmarked 
New York, but letters picked np at Way points, which had not been deposited 
in a post office, were handstamped by the Route Agents aboard the contract 
steamboats. Thus we account for covers showing the marking as illustrated by 
tracing ' ' A ' ', Figure 48 JYL 

® 
Figure 48 ltl. 

Mail carried to Troy by non-contract mail steamboats was placed in the 
regular mail at Troy and was handstamped at that office, " Troy & New York 
Steamboat " together with the rate marking. 

Such mail was permitted to be carried by special permission of the Post 
Office Department and 2c was added to the regular rate of postage up to about 
1852 as mentioned above. 
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At some period between November of 1851 and April of 1852, the Post

master General ordered the discontinuance of the additional fee of 2c to the 
ordinary rate of postage. 

Mail was continued to be carried bv non-contract boats over this route 
for some years following, but the rates w�re the regular rates of postage. The 
fee of 2c per letter or packet was paid to captains of such independent steam
boats, but the fee was not added to the rate, from about Jan. 1852 until March 
of 1861. Mail carried by non-contract boats was marked with the rectangular 
marking at first in blue, later in black. The marking denoted source. 

Covers showing use of 1851 stamps, such as the one illustrated, are very 
rare as the " fee rate " was probably only in effect for approximately six months 
after the issuance of the 1851 stamps. 

During the period ( .July 1st, 1851-,1an. 1, 1852 ? )  the old rate handstamps 
of the 1847 period were applicable as follows : 

"2cts"-On prepaid ( either stamps or cash)-single rate--letters ( such as 
the one illustrated. ) 

"7cts"-On unpaid-single rate-letters. 
"1 2cts"-On unpaid-double rate-letters. 

'l'he latest use I have seen of the ' ' fee ' '  rate on this particular route and 
prior to March 1861, was November 14, 1851, a stampless cover, written at 
New York, Nov. 14, 1851, and addressed to Arlington, Vermont. The only 
markings on the face are the rectangular and the " 7cts, " both in blue (Edward 
S. Knapp) .  , 

The cover illustrated, Figure 48 K, is the latest use (prior to 1861 ) I have 
seen of a cover with stamps, October 8th, 1851 ( S. vV. Richey ) .  Tracings from 
the latter are illustrated on the plate, Figure 48 ,J. On the plate, Figure 44 F , 
Chapter 44, in upper left i s illustrated an unusual item, a l e  1857, Type V, 
showing part of the rectangular marking in black, also the double circle Troy 
postmark in black. 'rhe date, "August 23 " is 1858 or later. A tracing of 
these markings is shown on the plate, Figure -18 .J, at center right. 

In the Knapp collection is a stampless cover addressed to "Gowanda, 
N. Y. " with the rectangular handstamp in black and a black " 5  ", (not in 
circle ) .  A pencil notation on back is ' '  1854 ' '  and no doubt this was the year 
of use. The black ' '  5 ' '  merely denotes the unpaid single rate of postage, due 
on delivery, and no addition of a fee. 

The"le are mentioned because I have frequently seen it stated that the 
"Troy & New York Steamboat " markings were "Route cancellations, applied 
on board the steamboats. " " l<.,ee Rates " such as these "New York & Troy" 
were only permitted in exceptional cases in the late 1840 's and early 1850 's. 
The Act of February 27, 1861 made provision for a 2c Fee in addition to the 
regular rate. . Again referring to the tracings, Figure 48 M, Elliott Perry in "Pat Para

graphs " No. 23, stated the marking "A" was continued in use as late as October-
23rd, 1849. In referring to the marking "B, "  Perry stated : 

"Dr. Chase lists ( this ) postmark as occurring in red and in blue after June 
1 8 5 1  and before March 1 8 5 7 .  The present writer has found only one example. As 
this cover in the Emerson collection was used not earlier than June 1 8  5 4 and as 
there appears no reason to believe Route Agents were traveling on the steamboats 
between 1 8 5 1  and 1 8 5 7  there is considerable doubt as to what this 'River' post
mark signifies. The only possibility of its use by a Route Agent before 1 8 5 7  seems 
to be on the Hudson River Railroad. But little-if any-through mail probably 
was carried on the boats ( contract-S. B. A. ) after 1 8 5 1  for in that year the Hud
son River Railroad was completed and in operation to Albany." 

Covers showing the rectang·ular " Troy & New York" marking applied in 
black are known bearing copies of the 3c 1861, and such items if they have only 
the 3c 1861 show the fee as ' ' Due 2 ' '  or ' '  Dne 2cts. ' '  
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Such covers show use after February 1861 when a change was made in the 
law relating to ship letters, as follows : 

The Act of February 27, 1861, Section 9, provided as follows : 
"That upon every letter or packet brought into the United States, or carried 

from one port therein to another in any private ship or vessel, 5 cents if delive,red at 
the post office where the, same shall arrive, and if destined to be conveyed by post, 
2 cents shall be added to the ordinary postage:  Provided, That upon all letters' or 
packets conveyed in whole or in part by steamers over any route upon which the 

Fr-o ""' ? 

STE A M BOAT 
Figure 48 N .  

To 
HEWPOF!T F{ . I .  

1 e s s . 

mail is regularly conveyed in vessels under contract with the Post Office Depart-. 
ment, the same charge shall be levied, with the addition of 2 cents a letter or packet 
on the domestic rate." 

The above law was modified by the passage of the Act of March 3rd, 1863, 
whereby Ship letter postage was made the same as all unpaid letters, that is, 
double the regular rate. This was affirmed in the Act of June 8, 1872. 

To summarize, mail carried on the Hudson River by non-contract steam
boats from March 1861 until April 1863, was charged 2c in addition to the 
regular postage. Covers by this route and so forwarded, generally show 3c 
postage paid and ' ' Due 2cts. ' '  

' ' :MAIL ROUTE ' '  

Figure 4 8  L illustrates a cover with a 3 c  1851 missmg at right but which 
was originally tied by the Savannah, Ga. postmark. Such items as these have 
been mistakenly termed, ' ' Carriers, ' '  when in fact this particular item shows 
a prepayment of the "WAY" fee. Picked up enroute, it was deposited in the 
Savannah Post Office, postmarked and the le 1851 cancelled "Mail Route. " 
A tracing of the latter is illustrated on the plate, Figure 48 J, lower left. 



Chapter XXXXIX. 

RAILROAD MARKINGS. 

R
AILROAD markings are in the same class as Steamboat markings, that is, 
they are not cancellat i ons, nor are they Route markings, if such a term 
implies a letter was routed to travel by such a n d  such a railroad. They 

are, in fact, origin markings, and show the origin or source a letter reached the 
post office of mailing. 

If a cover shows a marking such as " Boston & Albany R. R. ", and ad
dressed to Albany or some town near Albany, the marking does not imply the 
letter was mailed at Boston and that this office routed it to Albany by hand
stamping the letter ' ' Boston & Albany R. R. ' '  

As a general rule, covers showing railroad markings are letters that were 
picked up, enroute, by the mail agents traveling rail routes, and distributed 
by him to their proper dest inations, or to distributing post offices. Such letters 
had not been previously deposited in a post of-fice, because if they had, they 
would not have been marked with a railroad marking, but merely postmarked, 
by the mailing office. 

Figure 49 A. 

Figure 49 A illustrates a typical example of a cover with a railroad mark
ing used as a cancellation on a strip of three of the le 1851. This cover shows 
the marking, "Greenville & Columbia R R. ", and it is addressed to Pendleton, 
N. C. Columbia, S. C. is located in the central portion of the state, and Green
ville in the northwestern part of South Carolina. Pendleton, N. C. is located 
in the northeastern part of North Carolina close to the Virginia line and not far 
from Norfolk. This letter was picked up at some point on the railroad running 
between Greenville and Columbia, and the stamps were cancelled by the mail 
agent of the Post Office Department in charge of the mails on this route. It 
shows no postmark or the place of its origin. 

Railroad markings were primarily intended to denote the source of the 
route, and did not always include the exact name of the railroad company of 
the period, though in some cases they did. For example, ' ' Boston & Albany 
R. R. ' '  meant the ' ' Boston and Albany Route, ' '  not the ' ' Boston & Albany 
R. R. Co. " 
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Fii:;·ure 4!1 R .  

Covers bearing the 3c 1851 \Yith railroad markings are not especially scarce, 
but 3c 1851 ::;tamps showing such markings on t h e  stamp::; a re much scarcer. 
Covers showing railroad marki ngs and prepaid by strips of three of the le 1851 
are quite uncommon. See Fig ures 49 B and 49 C for typical examples. Covers 
showing a single le 1851,  especially \rhen the  stamp is cancelled by a railroad 
marking are quite rare. Sec F'igure 49 D.  

The Catalogue lists a 3c 1 851 with a " Hail road " cancellation at $7.50, 
and a l e  1851,  Type IV, at $30.00. Proper est ima tes of value depend on 
whether the marking is on t h .� fa ce of th e cover, ( not touching the stamp or 
stamps) or used as a cancellation on t h e  stamp or stamps. 

In the Chase book on ti le :k 1 85 1 - 1 8fi7, the ;rnth or published a list of over 
280 different railroad ma rk i ng·s, a n c l  his  recnrd of t hese is the most complete 
that has eyer been published .  'i' l t e  p l a t r ,  Fignre 49 E, i l lustrates a few typical 
examples. 

<) Il l .,.  24 1 85(; 

BAL 

l� ig;ure 49 C. 
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Figure 49 D. 
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TUE U. S. E XPRESS �IAIL 

The first prov1s10n for th� establishment of an ' ' Express Mail ' '  is found 
in Section 39, of the Act of .July 2, 1806, as follows : 

"That in case the Postmaster General shall deem it expedient to establish an 
Express Mail, in addition to the ordinary mail, on any of the post roads in the Unit
ed States, for the purpose of conveying slips from newspapers in lieu of exchange 
newspapers, or letters, other than such as contain money, not exceeding half an 
ounce in weight, marked 'Express Mail, ' and public despatches, he shall be author
ized to charge all letters and packets carried by such express mail with triple the 
rates of postage to which letters and packets, not free, may be by law subject, when 
carried in the ordinary mails." 

A Resolution, approved, October 12, 1837, read as follows : 
"A Resolution 

" Directing the postage on letters sent by the Express Mail, to be paid in advance. 

"Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Cong·ress assembled, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby 
directed to cause the postage on all letters sent by the Express Mail of the United 
States to be paid in advance at the time of depositing them for transportation by 
said mail. 

( Approved, October 1 2 ,  1 8 3 7 . ) "  

The Government publication, ' ' Laws and Regulations for the Government 
of the Post Office Department, ' '  issued August 23, 1843, has no reference to 
" Express Mails, " in the index to the Regulations. In the section "Post Office 
Laws" the index contains the following (page 10) : 

"Express Mail-Obsolete. " 

This would indicate the experiment of " Express Mails, " originating in 
1836 were declared obsolete prior to August 23, 1843. 

The "Regulations " of the 184 7 and 1852 editions of the above publication 
contain no provisions for an ' ' Express 1\Tail, ' '  therefore for the period of 1851-
1861, there was no special service rendered by routes termed Express Mails. 



THE UNrrED STATES ONE CEN'r S·rAMP OF 1851-1857 

1855 
RE D &, 
BLAC K. - Ty p e  l\I -

239: 

Various forms of the " Express Mail " markings fiUCh as are illustrated on 
the plate Figure 49 E, date back to the late 1830 's, and the two types illus
trated are frequently found on covers of the 1851 period. They are nothing 
more than railroad markings used on the Main Mail Route between New York 
and Boston, and the wording " U. S. Express Mail " has no special significance. 

When the ' ' Express Mails ' '  were originated in 1836, the transport of 
same was intended to be on horseback at the rate of eleven to twelve miles an 
hour, night and day, with the briefest possible pauses. Such service was in
stalled to St. l.Jouis, New Orleans, and Nashville during 1836 and 1837 and 
reduced the usual time of transmitting intelligence by about one-half. This was 
the last notable improvement in postal service to the interior before the coming 
of the railroads, the advent of wh ich transportation terminated the Express 
Mails. 



Cha,pter L. 

THE OCEAN MAIL TO AND FROM CALIFORNIA AND THE 
PACIFIC COAST VIA PANAMA. 

THE postal marking,; found on mail to and from Californi a  during the 
period 1849 to 1862, form one of the most interest ing branches of the 
study of our Early Postal History. 

During this period practically all mail matter \Yas carried by two mam 
Contract Routes ; First, The Ocean Mail, Via Panama, commencing in 1849, 
and coYering the whole period we are discussing, and Second, Th e Great Over
land Ma.il, commencing in 1858 and covering the last years of the period. 

F rom 1849 to the fall of 1858, a great percentage of the mail traveled to 
and from California by the Ocean Boute, Yia t he I sthmus of Panama. The 
Great Eastern and Wes tern :\fails were carried back and forth at the start of 
the service only once a month but after ��larch of 1851,  twice a month,  and the 
time consumed occupied about 28 days behveen the two ports of New York 
and San F rancisco. In Febrnary of 1858 the fastest transit, to that date, was 
made in slightly OYer three weeks from clock to wharf. Other contracts were 
in force for certain routes in the far west but the Ocean Route was the 1\fain 
Contract Route and it carried practically all the through mail. 

'l'he Great Overland 1\Ia il commenced its semi-weekly service in September 
1858,  the route extending from San Francisco to Los Angeles, to Tucson, to 
Fort Chadbourne, to Fort S mi t h ,  A rkansas, to St. Loui;;, 1\Io. ,  a d istance of 
2795 miles. The first trip wi th tlw ea stern bound mail occupied t wenty three 
days and four hours. 

Fiµ;ure 50 �"-• 
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I t  is the mail which was carried over these two routes that furnish us with 
the majority of the postal markings that form the basis for study in this chapter. 

We frequently see covers marked "Via Nicaragua-Ahead of the Mails, " 
and the::;e private markings are of g reat interest and will be discussed, but the 
company operating a pa:-;:-;enger, exp res:::; and freigh t route across Nicaragua, 
held no mail contract, hence mail that traveled this route was carried privately 
or ' ' Outside of the Mail. ' '  

THE OCEAN l\IAIL--VIA PANAMA 

'l'his route extended from New York City, by mail steamer via Havana to 
Chagres, Panama, across the I sthmus to Panama City and thence by mail 
steamer to San Francisco. (See Figure 51 U-Chapter 51 ) .  In the early 
1850 's, the mail was transported across Panama by land and by water, and it 
was not until the Panama Railroad was completed in January of 1855, that 
the mail was carried entirely by rail across the Isthmus ; the eastern terminal 
being Aspinwall and the western, Panama City. 

For transporting the mail between New York and San Francisco, three con
tracts were in force-( 1 )  New York to Chagres-with the " United States Mail 
Steamship Co. " (2 ) Aspinwall to Panama City-with the Panama Railroad Co. 
( after 1851 ) ( 3 ) From Panama City to San .B�rancisco and Oregon-with " The 
Pacific Mail Steamship Co. ' '  

The Ocean contracts were made i n  the late forties and service actually 
commenced with the sailing from New York of the new steamship " California "  
i n  October of 1848. This pioneer mail liner was built for the Pacific service and 
made the long journey around Cape Horn, arriving in San Francisco at the 
height of the gold fever on February 28th, 1849. A sister ship, the " Oregon" 
arrived a short time later. 

'l'he first east-bound mail under the contract left San F'rancisco for Panama 
City on April 12th, 1849, and returned to San Francisco with the third lot of 
eastern mails bound for California. 'l'hus the great Ocean Mail Service was 
inaugurated. 

We frequently see references to the New York " Clipper Ship " cancella
tion, and such terms are inde<�d very foolish, because in 1849 and thereafter the 
Post Office Department did not forward mail to California by Clipper Ships. 
In addition the ' ' cancellation ' '  referred to was not used in the early years, as 
this particular handstamp was not adopted until after the middle part of 1854. 
Reference to it is made in the latter part of this chapter. As stated above, 
practically all mail was forwarded by the Post Office Department to and from 
California, from 1849 to the fall of 1858, by the main through route, via 
Panama. Exceptions were possibly some western mail that was carried by some 
of the small contract routes of the middle and far west, but as these routes were 
principally between intermediate points, very little through mail traveled by 
them. 

In the years 1849, 1850 and 1851, passenger travel by the ocean routes to 
California was very heavy. This induced private steamship companies to com
pete for such service and no doubt these ' ' Independent ' '  or ' ' non-contract 
ships" carried some mail to California, but all mail , so carried, was not for
warded by the Post Office Department, hence was carried ' ' Out of the Mail. ' '  

Mail originating i n New York City addressed to California and posted in 
New York bore New York postmarks and was forwarded to Aspinwall by the 
ships of the contract company, ' ' The United States Mail Steamship Co. ' '  

Mail sent privately by independent ships was naturally not deposited in the 
N. Y. Post Office. If it was honestly carried with no intent to defraud the 
Department, it was deposited in the Post Office at San Francisco with the 
regular rate prepaid or rated (after July 1, 1851 ) at the regular unpaid rate. 
Thus we frequently find covers carried privately in both directions with the 
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postmarks of either of the two cities with no evidence on the face of the actual 
origin . . As for example, a cover may show a 6c rate paid by two three cent 
stamps 1n_ 1852 and addres�e�l to Maine, and contain ing the New York postmark. 
Such an item may h a ve ongrnated at Yankee ,Jim 's Calif. carried "Out of the 
Mail " to New York and deposited in the New Y o rlr Post ' Office. All of which 
was perfectly all right with the Post Office Department as long as the proper 
rate of postage was paid from Califomia to Maine. 

THE FOR'l'Y CENTS SINGLE RA'l'E 

Prior to July 1, 1851, the California rate was 40c for a single rate letter 
of one-half an ounce. If one forwarded a letter weighing over one-half ounce 
and not exceeding an ounce, the rate was eighty cents. Needless to state we see 
very few covers showing the double rate. 'rhose we do occasionally run across 
are stampless items, either sent prepaid or unpaid. The local rate between 
places in California was 121/2c. Although a large volume of mail was handled 
at the San Francisco Post Office in 1850, and the first half of 1851, when the 
5c and lOc 1847 stamps were current, the Post Office Department at Washington 
never supplied the San :B'rancisco and other California post offices with supplies 
of these stamps. Such rare uses as are known of the 1847 stamps in California 
Certain other uses are known of 184 7 stamps bearing California postmarks, 
and several examples exist of 1847 stamps being used at certain places, long 
after these stamps became obsolete for postal use. I recall one such item in 
particular : 1847 stamps tied by the postmark of a post office that did not come 
into existence until 1853 although the 1847 stamps were no longer valid for 
postal use after June 30th, 1851. Such examples show that the postmaster in 
some small mining town thru ignorance accepted the use of such stamps as 
valid. 

The plate, Figure 50 B, illustrates a number of interesting California postal 
markings. The ' '  S. F. Oct. 1 ' '  in the lower left corner illustrates a typical 
unpaid stampless cover to the east in 1849. The framed ' '  40 ' '  and the postmark 
are both in black. To the right of this tracing is a "  S. F. Jan. 31 " ( 1850) with 
the same framed ' '  40 ' '  but with the separate handstamp ' ' Paid. ' '  All mark
ings are in black. These two stampless items show the 40-cent rate both paid 
and unpaid. Covers showing the 40c rate used in 1849 are quite scarce. They 
form interesting items in a collection. 

Tracing "L "  illustrates a San Francisco postmark with the 40c rate. The 
use is January 1st, 1851, and the cover, an unpaid rate to the east, was carried 
via the S. S. ' ' Carolina ' '  to Panama. The marking is in orange. 

Tracing "D "  illustrates the Sacramento postmark with the 40c rate. This 
is in black on an unpaid letter of June 12th, 1850. 

Tracing ' ' E ' '  was from a cover mailed on the last day of the 40c rate, 
June 30th, 1851. However it was sent unpaid as the writer did not have to 
bother about the rate. The mail steamer was due to leave San Francisco on 
July 1st, and in order to catch the steamer, the letter was mailed at Sacramen
to on June 30, hence the last day rate at Sacramento. If the letter had been 
held over a day to avoid the 40c rate, the letter would have missed the Mail 
Steamer. 

The plate, Figure 44 L, Chapter 44, illustrates two New York City 40c rate 
markings, the ' ' A ' '  and the ' '  C. ' '  

THE 1851 CALIFORNIA RATE 

Prepaid-July 1 ,  1 8 5 1-to-April 1 ,  1 8 5 5- 6c 
Unpaid -July 1 ,  1 8 5 1-to-April 1 ,  1 8 5 5-l Oc 
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We find three classes of covers covering the above period, as follows : 
First -Covers prepaid by stamps. 
Second-Covers prepaid by cash. 
Third -Covers sent unpaid. 

Regarding the last two, stampless covers. As a general rule I think the 
majority of collectors are at times somewhat confused with the markings on 
such items, so it is perhaps in order to call attention to the following : 

If a cover is properly marked it shows, 
Stampless-Prepaid- ( l )  A postmark, (2 )  the rate, ( 3 )  " PAID. " All of 

these markings may be found combined in one postmark, or two of them may 
be found in the same handstamp. As examples, see the tracing ' '  0 ' '  on the 
plate, Figure 50 B, the " S. F. 1-Nov-Paid 6, " a use in 1852 ; or the " Q "
the "Nevada City-Apr 18 1 856-10 Paid. " 'l'he tracing " C "  of " Nevada 
City Jan 12-5 " shows only the rate " 5. " Needless to state this was a local 
unpaid rate of 1851-1855. The separate rate " 10 " stamped over the " 5 "  
shows it was used on an impaid cover to the east-due lOc . 

. Stampless-Unpaid-Many such covers show only the postmark and a rate 
stamp ' '  10. ' '  I f  no ' ' PAID ' '  or ' ' FREE ' '  exists on a cover of this character, 
it is self-evident that the item is an unpaid rate used between July 1st, 1851 
and April 1 , 1851. It is well to remember that after April 1st, 1855 the rate 
was lOc, but it had to be prepaid, and that after ,January 1st, 1856, stamps 
were required. 

Fi1,'"Ure 50 C. New York UnIJaid Marking. 

Figure 50 C illustrates a cover from }J"ew York addressed to " Origon. " 
Here the " rate " is included in the postmark. 'l'he absence of " Paid "  or 
' ' Free ' '  shows the letter was of the 1851-1855 period with the rate unpaid
due lOcts. This marking is illustrated on the plate, Figure 50 D, and a similar 
cover is illustrated in Chapter 44, Figure 44 J, a use in 1 854. 

'I'HE OCEAN MAIL FROM NEW YORK 

1851-1855 

In Ch�pter 44, �igure 44 L, the tracing ' '  B ' '  shows a prepaid rate post
marl� showmg a use 1� New York City on October 11th, 1851. This is a stamp
less item but the markrng is quite scarce and I have seen but very few examples. 
Perhaps the rarest of markings used on a letter from New York City to Cali-
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Figure 50 E. Rare J\Te\v Yo1·k Ocean 1'-lail 1Ua1·king;. 

fornia is the New York postmark on the illustration of the cover, Figure 50 E. 
The use is October 25 , 1851, and t h e  marking i s  in black, the stamps tied by 
two black grids. The letter left New York on the I J .  S. Mail S. S. " Illinois " 
and was addressed to Sacramento City. Porwarded from San Francisco by 
" Ford & Co. 's Express, " the express company charged $1.25 for carrying the 
letter from San Franci:-;co to Sacramento. This New York pos;mark is a very 
scarce marking and i t is the only cover wi1 h stamps I have ever seen bearing 
it. If anyone can show a similar u�;e, will he kindly advise me. 

Fig·111·e 50 F. Rare Ne\v York O<•ean l\lail l\larking. 

Figure 50 F illustrate:> thi:,; same marking on a ' ' Free ' '  cover mailed from 
New York on October 14th , 1850, and addressed to the first Governor of the 
state of California, at San J o:,;c, at that time the state capitol. Thi:> postmark 
is illustrated-exact size, on the plate, Figure 50 D, at center left with the 
" :B'ree. " 'l'o the right of this tracing' is an illu:,;tration of the sanw marking on 
a stampless coYer to Cuba on .J :rnua r-y 9th, 1852, with the " blue 1 "  and black 
"Not Paid " on the same cover. 

In " Pat Paragravhs, " No. 27, page 703, thi,., scarce postmark was illus
trated with a elate of ' ' Oct. 9, ' '  and the notation, ' ' Ne\Y York City-Red-not 
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a common . type with 1847 stamps but known used as canceller. " In an early 
issue of "Postal Markings" th i s marking was also illustrated with a date of 
' ' Oct . 13 ' '  with mention made that a second use had turned up on a cover from 
New York to San Francisco of " ,Tune 28, 1851 , "  a stampless double rate unpaid, 
with the rate stamp " 80 "  in a circle, both markings in black. 

Figure 50 G. New York "SHIP." 

Figure 50 G illustrates a cover showing an old ' ' Ship ' '  postmark used at 
New York back in the forties. It i� possible the ' ' Ship ' '  was removed from 
this handstamp and it was the one used on the three covers described above. 

'l' HE N. Y. OCEAN l\iAIL POS'l'l\1ARK 
At the top of the plate, Figure 50 D, are illustrated various examples of 

the well known ' '  N. Y. Ocean Mail Postmark. ' '  In the past, this is the marking 
that has been called the ' ' Clipper cancellation. ' '  In the first place, no Clipper 
ships carried any mail bearing this postmark, as the P0st Office never for
warded any mail to California by Clipper ship8 after 1848. In the second place 
it is not a cancellation but a postmark, though it was frequently used to cancel 
stamps. In the past it has also been called the ' ' Around the Horn cancellation ' '  
but this term is so foolish, no further comment is necessary. At one time I was 
of the opinion that in all probability this postmark dated back to the period 
prior to July 1st, 1851 , because I was shown the marking on a lOc 1847 stamp, 
off the  cover. 

Later I surmised it was used as early as perhaps 1852, but more recent 
study leads me to believe the marking was never used prior to the middle of 
1854. 

Covers showing a use of this marking prior to 1855 are extremely scarce 
and my record of uses in late 1854 is very incomplete. I will greatly appreciate 
descriptions of covers showing a use of this ' ' Ocean Mail ' '  postmark prior to 
Jan. 1855. 

Mr. L. B .  Mason has a cover showing a use of December 20th , 1854. 
Figure 50 H illustrates a cover that presents quite an interesting little 

study in markings. The year of use was 1855. In the lower right corner is a 
manuscript notation, " pr Star of the \Vest. " This ship was not a U. S. Mail 
Steamship but belonged to the Independent Company operating the route across 
Nicaragua. The person who wrote this letter did not wish to wait for the regular 
mail leaving New York on January 20th, 1855, so he intended, when he ad
dressed the envelope to send it ' ' Via Nicaragua. ' '  The ' ' Star of the West , ' '  
sailed for Nicaragua on ,January 9th, 1855, so evidently this letter was too late 
for thiR ship. This letter was then deposited in the New York Post Office. It 
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Fig·ure 50 H. 

shows the mailing date of January 1 1th,  1855,  and the Ocean l\Iail postmark 
of January 20th,  1855, the sailing date of the regular mail. 'l'he January 1 1th 
marking was applied thru error, as postmarks were intended to show departure 
dates, but I h ave seen several such examples of this ocean mail marking. 

Figure 50 J. 

Figure 50 J illustrates a similar example, a ten-cent rate to California in 
1856. 'fhis letter was deposited in the New York Post Office on January 22nd, 
1856 and thru error was postmarked with a regular postmark. The ' ' Ocean 
Mail " marking is rather poorly applied but it shows the sailing date of Febru
ary 5th, 1856. 

Figure 50 K illustrates a cover with the ' ' New York Free ' '  postmark and 
the " Ocean Mail , " both " Jun 20, " the former in red, the latter in black. 

In Chapter 20, Figure 20 KK illustrates a cover used from New York in 
1857, with the " Ocean Mail " postmark of August 5. In manuscript is the 
notation " Rec 'd per J. I. .. Stephens, August 30, 1857 . " 'fhe Steamship John 
L. Stephens was the Pacific Mail S. S. Co. 's Mail Steamer pictured at the 
beginning of this chapter, Figure 50 A. It  was named after John L. Stephens, 
President of The Panama Railroad Co. 'fh e  ship, John L. Stephens was a 
famous mail liner in the Pacific fone. Sec Figure 50 KA. 



THE UNITED' STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 249 

Figure 50 IC Fig;u1·e 50 Ii..A .. . 

SEMI-MON'fHLY SAILING DATES OI<' THE OCEAN MAIL 

Fr(}l;n New Yark-Prior to March 1851,  the ocean mail contract provided 
for only a monthly service, but in that month , Congress authorized an increase 
of 75'/o in the compensation, and semi-monthly mail service to the Pacific was 
instituted. However prior to that time the Steamship Co. dispatched a num
ber of extra ships to Panama, which carried the U. S. Mail. 

During 1851, the semi-monthly dates of the sailing of the U. S. Mail ships 
for Panama were the 1 1th and 26th. Due to the heavy travel to California, 
via Panama, the U. S. Mail Steamship Co. dispatched several extra ships each 
month to Panama in between these dates and of course these extra ships carried 
U. S. Mail. 

In February of 1852 a temporary change was made to regular sailing dates 
of the 5th and 20th, but in :Yiarch, April and May regular sailings of the mail 
occurred on the 5th, 9th, 20th and 24th of these three months. 

Commencing with June 20th, 1852, the sailing dates of the mail were es
tablished as the 5th and 20th of each month .  

During 1853 and 1854 the sailing dates varied from t h e  fixed schedule to 
some extent, but by 1855 they became very regular, and in the years to follow 
scarcely ever varied. 

The contract for the Ocean Mail via Panama expired on September 30th, 
1859, whereupon the Postmaster General contracted for nine month 's service 
with Cornelius Vanderbilt .  When this short contract expired a new one was 
signed with Vanderbilt and stm·ting the 1st of .July 1860, the service was placed 
on a tri-monthly basis. 

The sailing dates from :\few York of the 5th  and 20th were never changed 
between 1855 and ,July ] st ,  1860, but after the l atter date, the mail left New 
York on the lst, 11th and 21st of each month .  Tf any of these dates fell on 
Sunday the ships delayed sailing- nntil Monday. 

From San Francisco. During the latter part of 1851,  the Mail Ships as a 
general rule departed for Panama on the 1st and the 16th  of each month but no 
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regular schedule ·was maintained. In 1852 they varied from various dates 
around the first of the month and various dates around the middle of the month. 
For example the S. S. " Nort herner " sai led on April 18, 1852, and the S.  S. 
" Columbia " on May 3, 1852. In .T uly, the sa iling dates were the 1st, 15th an d  
31st. In  t h e  fall o f  that year a fairly regular schedule of  the 1 s t  and 16th 
was maintained. During 185:i an effort was made by the Company to maintain 
sailing dates of the  1 st and 1 6th but due to various causes this schedule was 
not 1llways followed. During 1 854, steamers sailed quite regularly on the 1st 
of each month, but the middle of the  month departures varied between the 15th 
and 1 6t h .  These sa i l ing dates (a pproximately the 1st and 16th ) were main
tained until the latter part of August 1855 when they were changed to conform 
with the regular New York sa iling dates. 

The S.  S .  Oregon was the  first mail steamer to sail from San Francisco on 
the new semi-monthly dates of the 5th and 20th. The departure was September 
5th, 1855. From that date unt i l  July 1, 1860, there was very little variation 
in the dates of sailing unless the regular dates fell on Sunday . 

Wben the tri-monthly contract went into effect, the mail steamers from both 
New York and San Francisco sailed on the same dates, viz. , the 1st, 11th and 
21st, except as mentioned when these dates fell on Sunday. 

July 1st , 1860 fell on a S unday, but instead of the ship departing on 
Monday, July 2, 1860, it departed on Saturd ay, .Tune 30, 1860. This is the 
only exception I know of. 

During the period the New York Ocean Mail postmark was in use at least 
three and perhaps more, slightly different h andstamps were in use. One type 
measures slightly over 29 M.IVI . ,  another 30 l\f.M. and a third about 30% M.M. 
The size of the s.mall grid varies between 9 M.M. and 10 J\'LM., one type has 
seven bars, another eight bars. 

The postmark is known on a ll the 1851 i mperforate stamps, the le, 3c, 5c, 
lOc and 12c. All known examples are in black. It is al so known on the 1857-
1860 perforated stamps as foll c.ws : the le, 3c, 5c, lOc, 12c, 30c and 90c. I h ave 
no record of a 24c 1860 showing the marking. 

Regarding known examples on the le 1851-1857. I have never seen this 
postmark on a cover bearing a le 1851 showing use while the 6c rate was in 
effect, that is, prior to A pril 1 ,  1855. I have never seen the use on a pair or 
strip of three. All examples I h ave seen that were off cover have been singles 
that were no doubt used after A p ri l  1, 1855, to make up the l Oc rate, viz. , 
three 3c plus one le .  All singles off cover, of which I h ave a record, are Type 
IV. I have no record of the nse of this marking on a le 1851,  Type II from 
Plate Two. The marking is extremely scarce on the le 1857, and the great 
majority of known copies are the Type V. 

The marking is far from common on the 3c 1851  and very much scarcer 
on the 3c 1857. It  is known tying two 5c 1856 to a piece of a cover, and this 
is the only record I have of its use on the 5c imperforate.  It  is l ikewise quite 
scarce on the 5c 1857. Very few single copies of the 12c 1851 or the 12c 1857 
are included in my record, but I have a p hotograph of a block of 18  of the 
12c 1851 showing the marking. 

Its use on the l Oc 1857, Type V is more common t h an on any of the 1851-
1857 stamps. 

Several unusua l uses are known . l\Ir. S. \V. R ichey h as a cover used to 
Nova Scotia with a JOc 1 855 Type l T  t i ed in black a n d  used December 20th, 
1856. 'l'his shows t lw S•c11m<·r '·a i l ing date,  a n d  its use on this cover was no 
doubt an error. J\Ir. II .  \V. Ca rhart h as a cover to Cuba with 11 lOc 1857 
TypP V, tied by the  ma rk ing i n  bl : ick .  

I h a ve seen onl�· hrn exampl es of the  ma rk ing i n  red . Both were lOc 1857, 
Type V, off cover. As thP :\frw York Post Office used reel ink to postmark 
mail to C'uba, no don bt t h esP hro s ingles were not used to California, but to 
Cuba. 
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I have only seen one example of the use of the .marking on the 1861 stamps. 
This was a block of four of the 5c Buff of 1861. I t was Lot 578 in the sale of 
the Waterhouse collection, November 1924. 'l'he m;e was " Nov 1, " no doubt 
1861, a tri-monthly sailing date. 

In 1858, July 4th fell on Sunday, hence Monday was celebrated, which 
delayed the departure of the mail unt i l Tuesday, the 6th . I recently saw a 
lOc 1857, Type II ,  cover with t h is sailing date>. 

A copy of the lOc 1847 is known with the " ��. Y .  Ocean Mail " but I am 
certain this marking was not in use prior to ,1 uly 1 ,  1851. 

Figure 5 0  L. Pa n;:nnn .. � San Fr:.ncisco Stean1sl1i1>. 

" PA"'. & SA:\'. FRAN. S. S. " 
Figure 50 L illustrates a cover with quite a rare marking. In my search 

for covers with this postmark, I have only been able to locate about half a 
dozen items. All of these, with the exception of the one il lustrated are stamp
less. No doubt the marking meant, " Panama d'; San Francisco Steam Ship. " 
All the evidence I have been able to gather indicates this marking was used on 
board the ships of th e Pacific Mail Steamship Co. plying between Panama and 
San Francisco, and carrying the U .  S. l\1ail . It appears to have been used from 
the middle of January 1851 unt il about July or August of 1852. 

My earliest record of usc is January l 5, 1851 and my latest is ,June 29, 
1852. It is always found in a brownish-reel color. 'fhe following is a partial 
li st of those I han examined : 

(A ) Figure 50 T1-The manuscript notanon reads, " Off San Diego June 
4, 52 " (see tracing on plate, Fignre 53 B-Chapter No. 53 ) .  The writing ap
pears to read June 14 but the writer put a l ine between .Tune and " 4 "  and 
between " 4 " and 52. Thr letter was probably written at sea, enroute to 
Panama on th r Mail Sh ip " Tennessee " which sa iled from San Francisco on 
June 1st, 1852. It i s  add ressed to San Francisco and it probably traveled down 
to Panama and back to San F'rancisco on the same ship . The gridirons were 
probably also applied on boarrl the ship by the Agent or officer in charge of the 
mail, but they are in black. This was evident ly regarded as an official mark
ing as the Post Office at San Francisco applied no further markings when the 
letter was returned to that office. It probably was placed with the mail from 
the East, hence the prepaid 6c rate. ( Collection S. W. Richey ) . 

( B )  Figure 50 M illustrates a stamples" cover-unpaid-to New York. 
This is no doubt a " Dock T1ettn, " that is, mailed at the San Francisco wharf 
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before the ship sailed. It is marked ' '  Prr St . Tcnnei:isee, ' '  which was a regular 
U. S. lVIail Steamer of the P. M. S. S. Co. fone. The date , " Sep 1 "  ( 1851 ) is 
the date this ship departed from San l<-,ran cisco. Postmarked on board ship but 
unrated, it was marked " Steamship 10 " in bl ack, the unpa id rate, when it 
arrived at the New York Post Officr. ( C'olle<.:tion h B. lVIason ) .  

( C )  Stampless cover-addressed to l\'ew York-'l'h e  " Pan. & San . Fran. 
S. S. " is dated " J an 1 5. " 'l' his has the :\.  Y .  rate stamp " 40 "  in  a circle, see 
tracing, Chapter 44-, the plate, Figure 44 I .. , top row. This tracing is an exact 
copy of the one on this cover. New York recognized the postmark as official 
and hence only rated the letter, 40 cents, t h r  California rate then in effect 
( 1851 ) .  '!'h ere is no elate on th i s  coyer bnt th <� " ,J an l 5 "  is in all probability 
1851 because I do not believe this handstamp was in use in 1850. Thi s  cover 
is t he earliest use known. ( Col l ection Edward S. Knapp ) .  

( D )  Stampless cover with the marking a nd elate " Oct 22 " addressed to 
" Ravenna Ohio. " I t  has a manuscript " 1 0 "  in upper right corner. No year 
of use indicated a n d  no other m arking . Probab ly  rated on board ship and 
markings recogn ized a s  offic ial  b.v receiYing post offices . This was probably 
brough t  to New Orleans and sent by Steamboat Mail to Ohio. ( Collection of 
Eugene Klein ) . 

( E )  Stampless cover witl1 the marking· and date " Apr 5. " Addressed to 
Athens, Ga. It has the �ew Orleans " Steamship 20 " in a circle . (Double 
California unpaid rate ) . Peneil memorandum on face is " 1852 "-no other 
marking. 'fhe cover shows the marking wa s recogn ized as official at New Or
leans. ( Collection of W. R Pa rker ) .  

( F )  Stampless cover with the .mm· k ing and date " Sep l . "  Addressed to 
New York C ity. It has the New York " Steamship 10 "  in a circle. The letter 
inside is dated " San l<' rancisco Aug:. 28, 1851 . " ( Collection of Jack Hughes) .  

Several addit ional covers hrar sim i lar markings . I will greatly appreciate 
descriptions of any otl1er covers bearing this scarce postmark .  

T 1 rn 'l'EJ TUAKTEPEl' HouTE 
In February of 1 853, Postmaster General Hubbard signed a conditional 

contract for a sem i -monthly mail service t hrough Mexico by way of the I sthmus 
of Tehuantepec. The route was from Xe"· Orleans to San Franc isco. Hubbard 
was succeeded by Postmaster General Campbell who did not approve of the 
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route, hence it was not placed in operation. 'fhe original contract wa:; made on 
condition that Congre:;s would appropriate $-124,000 per year for the service. 
'fhe contractors, Carmick & Ramsey went to great expense in equipping the 
route and were not only greatly cfomppointed but financially i nvolved when 
thr. contract did not materialize. They presented their case to Congress and a 
law was passed in 1856 requiring the comptroller of the Treasury to adjust the 
damages due them, but the Attorney General adYised that their contract had 
not been abrogated, had never gone into effect, and therefore there was nothing 
due them. 

This route was much shorter than the Panama route, but it required a long
er land carriage. Even though the United States had been given rights over the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec by the Gadsden Treaty of December 30th, 1853, the 
shorter mail route was not put into operation until 1858, when Postmaster 
General Brown, on June 8, 1858 made a one year contract with the Louisiana 
Tehuantepec Company. 

The Company agreed to convey mails from New Orleans to Minititlan ; 
thence by river steamers to Suchil, half way across the Isthmus and thence by 
post coaches to the Pacific, and by steamships to San Francisco. The contract 
price was $286,000, and the trip was to be made in fifteen days. The first mail 
left New Orleans on October 27th , 1858, and arrived in San Francisco on 
November 14th, requiring only eighteen days. Throughout the winter and 
the following spring the mail traveled with regularity, with the trip usually 
being made in fifteen days, thns bringing news from the East much quicker to 
San Francisco than bv the Panama or Overland Uoutes. 

When the one ye�r contract expired in 1859 it was not renewed by Post
master General Holt. The Tehuantepec Company did not own their own Pacific 
steam.ships but made connections with the ships of the Pacific Mail S. S. Co. 
Early in 1859, the Company adYertised as follows in California : 

"For New Orleans Via 'l'he Isthmus of 'l'ehmrntepec, through in fifteen days, 
carrying the United States Mails. Arrangements having been made with the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Company, for the transportation of freight and passengers from 
San Francisco to Ventosa, conveyance will hereafter leave Ventosa regularly on the 
arrival of said Company's vessels, on or about the 1 5th and 3 0th of each month, 
for Suchil, connecting there with the Company's new and beautiful light-draught 
Iron steamer 'Suchil' down the Coatzacoalcos River to Minititlan, and the fast side
wheel steamship 'Quaker City,' R. W. Shufeldt, Commander, will leave Minititlan 
for New Orleans, with the California mails and passengers, on or about the 2nd 
and 1 7 th of each month." 

Mail was carried over th is Route for twelve months but I have only seen 
a few covers with notations indicating this Route was specified by the writers. 
Figure 50 N illustrates a prepaid stampless cover, "PAID 10, " from Weaver
vil le, Calif. on Jan. 1st, 1859, addressed to the Hon. J. \V. Denver, Washington, 
D. C. Weaverville was evidently short of stamps at this period as it was con
trary to the Regulations of the P. 0. Dept. to forward domestic letters without 
stamps. General Denyer was a former Congressman from California, and was 
Territorial Governor of Kansas when the City of Denver (Colo. ) was given 
his name. I have been informed covers are known showing a handstam.p "Via 
Tehuantepec ' '  but I have never seen such an item. 

Thru the kindness of Mr. A. R RmYell, I am concluding this chapter with 
an interesting news item which appeared in the San Francisco " Alta" of 
Jovember 15th, 1858 : 

"VIA TEHUANTEPEC ROUTE 

"Editor Alta : As a matter of public information and general interest, will you 
please announce in your paper that hereafter I shall dispatch from this office on 
the 5th and 20th of each month a mail via Tehuantepec to New Orleans. I am 
directed by the Postmaster General to request writers of letters destined to places 
in the Atlantic States, to indorse thereon the route by which they wish them sent, 
or to wit : 



254 THE UNI'l'ED STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 

'Via Los Angeles Overland' 
'Via Salt Lake Overland' 
'Via Tehuantepec' 

"Letters with no such indorsement upon them, and all newspapers will be sent 
'Via Panama.' Three cents will pay the postage on a single letter 'Via Overland' 
as far as Chicago, Ills . ,  and Cincinnati, Ohio. Beyond these points the postage will 
be ten cents. Newspapers throughout the state will do the public a favor by in
serting this in their columns. 

C. L.  WELLER, P. M . 
. San Francisco 

� . . � . . . \ � ·· · ·  

Nov. 1 5 ,  1 8 5 8 ."  

6�' �- < f i'>- . ' • 

� ' J "' 'l\1 ,, . . ·· 1 �r"• rl· ' " ·�· } - . . . 
� : .· · . ·1 �· . . · ·  

'l . -� . . . / . 

- -�,#,� 
��4 · 

. .  �:· ' 
Figure 00 N. ""Via •rehun11te1>ee." 



Chapter LI. 

SHIP ANH STEAMSHIP MARKINGS 

' ' Via Nicaragua--Ahead of the Mails ' '  

A S a general rule, ' ' Ship ' '  and ' ' Steamship ' '  markings refer to two different classes of mail, as follows : 
' ' Ship. ' '  Such markings are usually found on letters originating 

outside of the United States, brought to a U. S. port and deposited in the U. S. 
Mail with the postage unpaid from the post office of the port of entry. Such 
mail was subject to " Ship Letter " rate. 

Exceptions are letters which were prepaid at the time they were deposited 
in the post office of the U. S. port of entry. As a rule ' ' Ship ' '  markings re
ferred to letters or packets carried to the post office of entry ' ' Outside of the 
mail. ' '  

Steamship--Such markings so far as the period, 1851-1861, is concerned, 
in general, were applied to mail carried on waters deemed post roads either by 
Mail Contract Ships, or Non-contract Mail Ships, and subject to regular rates 
of postage. Such mail could be picked up en-route, and deposited in the post 
office of the port of entry, where they were marked " Steamship " or " Steam, " 
the marking indicating the origin the letter was carried to the first U. S. Post 
Office. 

The following Regulation, (P . L. & R.--1855 ) covers mail with such 
markings, 

"Sec. 1 1 4-Upon letters and packets received from the masters, clerks, or  
other employees of steamboats, on waters deemed post roads, the persons addressed 
will be charged, when delivered to them, the same postage as if the letters and 
packets had been conveyed in the mail overland, although not conveyed under an 
arrangement with the DepaJ.•tinent." 

�i� @ 
Figure 51. 

Figure 51, illustrates a tracing of the New York " Steamship " marking 
with the rate stamp ' '  12llz, ' '  the rate to Havana, Cuba, in 1850. 

Figure 51 A illustrates a cover addressed to New York, with a strip of 
three One Cent 1851, tied to the cover by the familiar, " N. York Steamship " 
marking. ( See tracing Chapter No. 50, Figure 50 D, center of second row ) . 

This letter originated in the United States, for example at Charleston, S. C. 
The regular U. S. postage was paid. The letter was not deposited in the post
office of origin but was placed on board a Mail Ship bound for New York. 
Deposited in the post office, its source of origin was postmarked on the face, 
that is, the source from which it was turned over to the New York Post Office. 
Such markings were not applied on board the ship, but at the receiving post 
office at the port of entry. In this case the ' ' source ' '  or ' ' Origin ' '  marking 
"N. York Steamship " was used to cancel the stamps. Covers, such as the one 
illustrated, showing a 3c rate, prepaid by le stamps, and cancelled by this 
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Figu1·e 51 A. N. York Ste:nushit•· 

marking are very rare, in fact more so than similar items with ' 'Mississippi 
Packet ' '  markings. 

This marking was generally used on incoming mail carried by contract-mail 
carrying ships but it was also used on mail originating from non-contract mail 
ships. For example, we occasionally find it on letters from California, carried 
to New York by the independent Vanderbilt Steamers "Via Nicaragua. " 

' ' Snip ' '  
The Act of March 3rd, 1825, Section 15, provided : 
"That every letter or packet, brought into the United States, or carried from 

one port therein to another, in any private ship or vessel, shall be charged with 
six cents, if delivered at the post office where the same shall arrive ; and if destined 
to be conveyed, by post, to any place, with two cents added to the ordinary rates 
of postage." 

The above rates remained in effect, until amended by the Act of February 
27, 1861-Section 9, which provided : 

"That upon every letter or packet brought into the United States, or carried 
from one port therein to another in any private ship or vessel, 5 cents if delivered 
at the post office where the same shall arrive, and if destined to be conveyed by 
post, 2 cents shall be added to the ordinary postage : Provided, that upon all letters 
or packets conveyed in whole or in part by steamers over any route upon which the 
mail is regularly conveyed in vessels under contract with the Post Office Depart
ment, the same charge shall be levied, with the addition of 2 cents a letter or 
packet on the domestic rate." 

Regarding the above Act, the period from February 1861 until the end of 
the period 1851-1861, was so short we will not discuss covers showing the above 
amended rates, but will discuss only the rates in effect to the effective date of 
the above Act. 

During the 184 7-1851 period, the most common markings of the " Ship 
rate ' '  were as follows : 

( A )  Ship 6 
( B )  Ship 7 
( C )  Ship 1 2  

" Ship 6 "-The first was applied t o a letter addressed t o the town o f entry 
and indicated 6c was due on delivery. This was in effect nothing more than a 
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Drop rate, so far as the serviee performed by the post office of entry. The 
letter was not delivered to the street address but only at the post office. Of 
course the service performed was to some extent more than on ordinary Drop 
letters, as agents of the post office collected such mail from the ship, and captains 
were required to make affidavits regarding all mail carried into a port. 

" Ship 7"-Letters destined to bf> conveyed by post beyond the port of 
entry were charged the ship fee of 2c i n  addition to the regular rate of postage. 
Thus on a " Ship letter" from New York to Philadelphia, the amount due on 
delivery was 5c plus 2c. 

"Ship 12"-Was applied to letters requiring a regular rate of lOc (over 
300 miles ) plus the 2c Ship fee. As an example New York to St. IJOuis. 

Unpaid Ship Letters-1851-1855 

As the postage on ' ' Ship ' '  letters was seldom prepaid, we find the same 
rates as above were applicable between July 1st, 1851 and April 1st, 1855, as 
follows, (Distances of less than 3000 miles) : 

"Ship 6"-same as above, Local Delivery. 
" Ship 7"-the " regular rate " plus the ship fee, or the unpaid single rate 

of 5c plus 2c on letters to be conveyed beyond the port of entry. 
" Ship 12"-applied to double rate letters conveyed beyond the port of 

entry. For distances within the U. S. over 3000 miles Ship 12, being the regular 
unpaid lOc rate plus 2c ship fee. 

Prepaid-Ship Letters-1851-1855 
Ship 6-Same as above-Local delivery. 

For Points beyond the port of entry 

Distances less than 3 0 0 0  miles. 
Ship 5-The regular rate of 3c plus 2c (S ingle rate ) 
Ship 8-The regular rate of 6c plus 2c ( Double rate ) 

Distances beyond 3 0 0 0  miles. 
Ship 8-The regular 6c  rate plus 2c ( Single rate ) 
Ship 1 4-The regular rate of 1 2 c  plus 2c ( Double rate ) 

Ship 
Ship 

Ship 
Ship 
Ship 

Period April 1, 1 855-February 1861 

Prepaid or Unpaid 
6-Local Delivery. 
5-Distances less than 3 0 0 0  miles, regular rate of 3c plus 2c.  

weight letter. 
8-Same-but double weight, 6c plus 2c.  

1 2-Distances over 3 0 0 0  miles, regular rate of lOc  plus 2c.  
2 2-Same, but double weight, 20c plus 2c.  

Figure :>1 B. S n n  Francisco "SHIP G." 

Single 
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St"CITT'lf l e .:)5 
l='t- c..1 ...... Cat 1 t c.) f" n 1 ci  
To Me.n-. b e r- O j  
Can�r e :;.:; 

Fig·ure 51 C. 
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Figure 51 B,  illustrates a " Ship 6 " rate, a letter brought to San Francisco 
by a private ship and deposited in the San Francisco Post Office for local de
livery with 6c postage due. lVI r. Ernest A. Wiltsee calls this neat little marking 
the real " Clipper Ship, " because such private ships entering the Port of 
San Francisco at that time, were as a general rule, Clipper ships. This mark
ing is illustrated on the plate, Figure 51 C. The use was in 1851, and the 
marking is known in red and black. (Collection E. A. Wiltsee ) .  

Readers are referred to a fine article by l\Ir. Wiltsee entitled, " SHIP 6 "  
in the American Philatelist-August ln37.  

F ig·ure til D .  S a n  Francisco "PAID S H I P  8." 

Figure 51 D illustrates a prepaid Ship rate with a very scarce San Fran
cisco ship marking of " P  AID-8-SHI P. " This letter originated in the Sand
wich Islands, was brought to San Francisco by Clipper ship and forwarded by 
the regular U. S. 1\Iail via Panama to New England. The rate is an indication 
the use was prior to April 1, 1855, in all probability May 16th , 1854 (prepaid 
rate of 6c plus 2c ship ) .  On May 16th , 1854, the S. S. ' ' Golden Gate ' '  depart
ed from S. F. for Panama with the U. S. Mai l s (Collection S. W. Richey ) .  

Tracings o f  the Honolulu and sh ip markings from this cover are illustrated 
in the upper left corner of th·� plate, Figure 51 C. 

HAWAfIAN MAIL 

\Ve frequently see covers from Honolul u addressed to eastern points pre
paid by the 12c, 1851,  the 12c 1857 or a l Oc 1857 plus a pair of the le 1857, 
etc . , etc. Such items are frequently referreJ to as "Hawaiian rates, " when in 
fact the prepayment of 12c was no more or less than the " ship letter rate" of 
lOc plus 2c, from San Francisco to eastern points. The 12c did not pay the 
postage from Honolulu to its destination but merely the California lOc rate, 
plus the 2c paid the captain of the ship bringing the letter to San Francisco. 
All such 12c prepaid " Ship letters " are of the period subsequent to April 1st, 
1855 . . 

Figure 51 E illustrates a cover from Honolulu to Vermont, with the " Ship 
letter " prepaid by a lOc 1855 and a pair of the le 1851,  postmarked San Fran
cisco, " Jan 5 "  ( 1857 ) .  The Hawaiian postage was paid in cash, the latter 
postmark applied in red. 

Figure 51 G illustrates a �imilar cover, a use in 1857 with an Hawaiian 
stamp. 'l'his letter went to Natchez, 1\'Iiss. , Yia Panama, but a similar cover, 
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Fig·u1·e 51 G .  
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Fig·ure 51 H. 

Figure 51 H, traveled to Brooklyn, N. Y. in October 1S59 over the Butterfield 
Overland Mail Route. 

In the lower right corner of the pla : e, .F'ignre 50 B ( Chapter 50 ) is a 
tracing of the straight line Honolulu marking of " J an. 29, 1851. " The cover 
bearing this marking is the earliest use I have seen of this handstamp. In 
the Edw. S. Knapp collection is a stampless cover with this marking and the 
date, "June 4, 1 851. " It is addressed to New J ersey, circular postmarked 
" San Francisco-I July-Cal , " also the S. F. handstamps ' PAID ' and ' 12. ' 
This cover was not rated as a " Ship " letter, as the " Paid " and " 12 "  repre
sented a double prepa.id 6c rate to the em;t on the first day this new rate went 
into effect. I will appreciate advice of similar covers with this straight line 
marking as they are quite rare. 

The first stamps issued in Hawaii were the famous ' 'Missionary stamps, ' '  
which made their appearance in October of 1S51. Scott 's No. 3 and No. 4 
were of a denomination of 13c, the No. 4 having at top "H. I & U. S. POST
AGE . "  This value represented the local Hawaii 5c rate plus the Sc " Ship 
letter " rate from San Francisco (6c plus 2c ) .  Scott 's No. 6, a 13c value issUf�d 
in 1S53, had at the left "Hawaiian-5cts, " at the right "United States Sets . " 
At this period, a col'l'espondent in Hawaii could prepay a letter to the Atlantic 
Seaboard by affixing one of these 13c stamps, but the Honolulu postmaster had 
to provide the Captain of the Clipper Ship carrying the letter to San Fran
c�sco, with Sc in cash to pay the 6c postage, plus the 2c ship fee at San Fran
cisco. 

For example, Lot 144, Emerson Sale, l\fay 18, 193S (Doane ) was described 
as follows : " 1S52-13c Missionary-' H. I. & U. S. ' ( 4) 'rype II, tied to cover 
by red, ' Honolulu, U. S. Postage, Paid, Jul 24 ' in circle twice. ' San Fran
cisco, Cal . , 1 Sep ' in circle and also " Paid 8" in black on cover which went 
to Marlboro, Mass. " Thus we note the S. 1�1 . ' Paid S '  was the " Ship S "  rate of 
6c prepaid pliis 2c. J_.1ot 145 in thiR same sale had a most unusual marking, 
' ' SHIP 22. ' '  

SrnP 5 
The cover 51 J illustrates a letter originating in Mexico. The use is subse

quent to April 1, 1S55. The writer probably intended it to travel to West 
Chester, Pa., via Vera Cruz and New Orleans but it went by Private ship to 
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F'hp1re 51 .J. Ne\v York "SHIP 5cts." 

New York where it was postmarked with the "New York-Ship-5cts " in 
black, indicating 5c was due on delivery. The lOc 1855 on this cover was not 
recognized when the letter reached the New York Post Office, as it was applied 
and cancelled outside of the U. S. and before it had reached New York. 

'fhe number of persons arriving at the Port of San Francisco from 1849 to 
1852 were as follows : 

1 8 4 9-9 1 ,4 0 5  
1 8 5 0-3 6 , 4 6 2  
1 8 5 1- 2 7 , 1 8 2  
1 8 5 2-6 6 , 9 8 8  

These figures are given because they reflect the strong competition that 
sprang up between various independent steamship lines in the east for the 
lucrative business of transporting passengers, freight and express to California. 

Among these independent lines the most prominent · one was the company 
which operated the ' "fransit Line" across Nicaragua. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt and associates obtained concessions from Nicaragua 
in 1849-1850, and established a transit company which operated their own 
steamships from New York to Nicaragua on the Atlantic side, and from Nica
ragua to San Francisco on the Pacific side. 

V lA .  N I C A R A G U A :  Accessory Transit Co 
OF !flOA RAGO' A ,  AH EAD o r  THE  MA l LS .  San Francisco. 

Figu re 51 JC. Figure 51 K-A. 

The company was called the "Accessory Transit Co. ", and the Line was 
opened in June and July of 1851. See Figure 51 K-A, a corner card of this 
company. 

This Company had no Government subsidy in the shape of a mail contract, 
and though Vanderbilt made an offer to carry the U. S. Mail between New York 
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and San Francisco in 1853 for $300,000 per year, the Company was primarily 
organized as a passenger and freight line. As stated, they had no mail contract 
and in the absence of same they were little interested in the transportation of 
mail. Their slogan was, ' '  'l'hrough ahead of the Mails, ' '  and the use of this 
term in their advertisements was not to induce the public to send mail by their 
route, but rather to let the world know they could land passengers and freight 
in San Francisco, "Ahead of the U. S.  Mails. " 

In the years 1851, 1852, 1853 and 1854, the Nicaragua Route was a great 
favorite, inasmuch as the railroad was not completed across Panama. The 
scenery was better, the climate more delightful, and the route only had twelve 
miles of land carriage across Nicaragua, over a good macadamized road. The 
Company advertised the Route to be 700 miles shorter than any other and that 
the trip was generally made in less than 21 days. The U. S. Mail Route, Via 
Panama, was costing the Government a sum greatly in excess of Vanderbilt 's 
offer, but powerful and influential as he was, he was not able to obtain a Govern
ment contract for his Nicaragua Route. 

In January 1855, the Panama Railroad was completed and from that time 
forward the business of the Vanderbilt Line declined. 

The disturbed condition in Nicaragua caused by William Walker, the 
American filibuster, in late 1855 and 1856 caused Vanderbilt to order in March 
of 1856, that none of the ships of the 'fransit Co. were to land at the Nicaragua 
Ports but to proceed to Panama. At the end of June 1856, Walker was elected 
President of Nicaragua and the Transit J.,ine was closed for some months. In 
1858 Vanderbilt abandoned the Line and sold some of his ships to the Pacific 
Mail S. S. Co. 

The Route was by steamer from New York to Realejo, later San Juan del 
Norte, Nicaragua, on the Atlantic side. From the coast, a fleet of steam vessels 
traveled up the San Juan River, and across Lake Nicaragua to a small place on 
Virgin Bay where the Company erected a large wharf, storehouses, etc. From 
this point, the passage was made by land to San Juan del Sur on the Pacific, 
thence by steamships to San Francisco. 

The earliest advertisement I have seen of a line from New York to Cali
fornia, by way of Lake Nicaragua, was a notice in the New York Herald of 
February 7th, 1849, as follows : 

"To California, by Lake Nicaragua. Gordon's Passenger Line. Brig Mary and 
the light draught Steamboat Plutus. Take this pleasant and healthy route. This 
is 10 0 0 miles nearer than Chagres and with less land transit. Sails 1 2th of Feb. 
( 1 8 4 9 ) .  Apply on board the 'Macy' foot of Wall St. , or to W. Goodrich & Co., 1 1 6  
Market St." 

The New York Herald of ,July 8th, 1850, had the following notice : 
"For San Juan De Nicaragua"-The fast sailing coppered and copper fastened 

schooner 'Enterprise' will sail July 1 3 th, F. & D. Fowler, 8 6  West St." 

The following is from the New York Herald of Dec. 17, 1850 : 
"For Havana, San Juan and Chagres. The new double engine 'S. S. Prome

theus,' E. L. Pinklepaugh, Cmd. ,  will leave New York for the above ports, from Pier 
2 N. R. ,  on Dec. 2 5 th, 4 P .  M. Apply to D. B. Allen, 9 Battery Place." ( The sail
ing date was later changed to the following day. ) 

The following is from the New Yor·k Herald of April 20th, 1851 : 
"For Chagres Direct-The S. S. Prometheus will make one more trip to Chagres 

before taking her place on the Nicaragua Route, and will leave New York for Chag
res direct from Pier 4 N. R., on Monday, 2 8 th April, at 3 o'clock P. M.  

D. B.  ALLEN 
9 Battery Place." 
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The following is from the New rork Herald of May 28th, 1851 : 
"For Chagres and San Juan de Nicaragua. The S. S. Prometheus will leave 

New York for the above ports on Friday, June 1 3th, at 3 P. M. 
Apply to Office-9 Battery Place." 

'l'he following news item (in part ) appeared in the New York Herald, 
July 4, 1851 : 

"LATER NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA. The New Line to the Pacific. By the 
arrival of the 'S. S.  Prometheus' at this port yesterday morning, we received 
fifteen days later news from California, Via Nicaragua, the new route of Captain 
Vanderbilt, connecting the two oceans. This is the first time we have received news 
direct in this way. * * * This is the first arrival by the new Nicaragua Route 
since it went into operation * * Hereafter, we presume, communications be
tween New York and California by the way of Nicaragua will be  regular, although 
not so frequent as it will be when all the steamships which the Company contem
plate, shall have been put upon the route. It is calculated now that this route is 
in operation, that, making liberal allowances for delays, etc . ,  passengers, letters, 
and newspapers will reach San Francisco from New York in twenty days, whereas, 
it takes thirty and upwards by other routes, etc ." 

The following advertisement is from the New York Herald of July 6, 1851 : 
"THE NEW & INDEPENDENT LINE FOR OALIFORNIA-VIA NICARAU

GUA. The Steamship 'Prometheus' will leave Pier # 2 North River on Monday, 
July 1 4 ,  at 3 o'clock P. M.  for San Juan direct, connecting with the new and elegant 
Steamship 'Pacific,' Captain Bailey, to leave San Juan del Sur, on the 2 5 th. Pass
engers will take a new iron steamer at San Juan, sent there for the purpose, and 
pass up the river and across Lake Nicaragua to Virgin Bay, and pass over a good 
road twelve miles distant to the Pacific, where the beautiful Steamship 'Pacific' 
will be in readiness to receive them. Passengers may secure through tickets at # 9 
Battery Place." 

The next sailings by the " Vanderbilt Line " were, July 28th, 1851, the 
" S. S. Brother .Jonathan, "  August 13th, the " S. S.  Prometheus, "  and August 
28th, ' '  S. S. Brother Jon a than. ' '  

THE " VIA NICARAGUA " MARKINGS 

These "Via Nicaragua-Ahead of the Mails " are not cancellations, and 
second, they are entirely unofficial, being nothing more or less than handstamped 
advertisements of the fact the public could travel the Route in less time than 
that consumed by the U. S. Mails via Panama. 

Figure 51 K-B, 
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Figure 51 L, 

'l'hese various types of rectangular markings were privately applied in 
San Francisco and had no connection whatsoever with the Post Office of that 
City. Figure 51 L illustrates a typical example. JJetters originating in Cali
fornia which traveled this Route, were not deposited in a California post office, 
because if they had, they would have been sent in the reg·ular U. S. Mail by the 
contract route via Panama. On the other hand, they were privately carried 
and first reached a post office when they arrived at New York. 'fhis accounts 
for the fact, all such covers, from California show New York postal markings. 
Such items were not letters originating in New York and routed to California 
' ' via the Nicaragua route. ' '  Mail was not forwarded by a post office ' ' Outside 
of the Mail ' '  when there was a contract route over which it could travel. In 
fact i t had to be forwarded the Contract Route. 

In the majority of cases we find ' ' Via Nicaragua ' '  covers with the postage 
prepaid at the regular rate, that is, prior to April 1st, 1855, with 6c postage, 
after that date with lOc postage. Inasmuch as the Line was in active operation 
for a much longer period prior to April 1,  1855, than subsequent to that date, 
we naturally find more of these covers with the 6c prepaid rate than with the lOc 
rate. In fact the latter are scarce and decidedly so. In addition I have never 
seen any covers used after the year 1854 that had one of these rectangular 
markings, which means also I have never seen a cover with the prepaid lOc 1855 
rate with this particular handRtamp. 

Regarding the ' '  N. York Steamship ' '  marking, Figure 50 D, Chapter No. 
50, the middle tracing in the second row. Chase stated this was used as early as 
1 856, but I think it probably came into use in 1855. Before the Transit Line 
was closed, it was used on letters prepaid with the lOc 1855 rate. 

Figure 51 K B illustrates a ' ' Free ' '  cover showing the ' '  N. York Steam
ship " marking. It is addressed to the "Hon. J. W. Denver, Ho. of Rep 's., 
Washington, D. C. " This use must have been late 1855 or after, as General 
Denver was elected a Congressman from California in 1855 and took his seat 
in December of that year. He was a close friend of Wm. M. Gwin, who was 
one of the two first U. S. Senators sent to Washington from California. 

Gwin was a U. S. Senator from 1850 until 1861. This letter was evidently 
from Senator Gwin to Congressman Denver, and went "Via Nicaragua. " The 
markings on this cover are illustrated in the lower left corner of the plate, 
Figure 51 C. 

Nicaragua markings ·can be divided into two different classes (a) east
bound mail-from California to eastern points-(b) west-bound mail-from 
eastern points to California. 
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Regarding east-bound ma�/ . Comparatively few covers are known to me 
that traveled the Nicaragua Route after the year 1854, and in consequence the 
markings used during t h e  period of th e 6c prepaid California rate, will be 
principally described. 

Fi�·ure 51 lU. 

The following is a list showing different combinations of markings that are 
known on covers that went from San Francisco : 

(A) Covers showing 6c in stamps--Also a regular New York postmark
and a rectangular "Via Nica ragua. " See Figures 5 1 1_ ,  and 51 1\'L The latter 
in black, green or red ; t h e  former in black. 

Fig;urie 51 N. 

(B ) Covers showing 6c in stamps-The New York two line marking 
" STEAM-SHIP " and a rectangular "Via Nicaragua "-See Figure 51 N. 
The latter in black, green or red ; the former in black. 

( C )  Covers showing 6c or J Oc in stamps-The New York postmark reading 
for example, " NEW YORK-SHIP-Dec. 7 "  ( see tracing, plate, Figure 50 D, 
Chapter No. 50, center right ) .  

(D ) Covers-Unpaid-'l'he New York postmark (black) reading, "NEW
YORK-SHIP-SEP 25-7cts. " Also the rectangular "Via Nicaragua. "  See 
Figure 51 P. The tracing of the N. Y. postmark is illustrated on the plate, 
Figure 50 D, Chapter No . 50, lower center. 
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Fi�..,n·e 51 P. Ne,y York "SHIP 7 cts." 

( E )  Covers- -shovving lOc in stamps. 'rhe circular " N. YORK Steamship " 
marking-An oval "Via l 1icaragua- I N  ADVANCE OF 'l'HE MAIL S . " For 
this type, see Figure 51 C-lower left corner of plate, traced from the cover 
with these two marking:; and franked ' ' l<�ree, ' '  as per Figure 51 K B. 

(F ) Covers with lOc in stamp:;-No " Via Nicaragua " markings. Origin 
known to be California, carried outside of t h e  mai ls, and postmarked at New 
York with the circular " �. YORK Steamship. " See Figure 51 Q. This cover 
shows a California origin but no California Postmark, showing it was carried 
" outside of the l\Iail " to .\Tew York, ·where it was marked " N. York Steamship . " 
This cover may have gone by an Independent L i ne ' ' vi a  Panama ' ' but it is 
more than probable it "·ent the Nicaragua Route. 

Figure 51 Q,. 
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( G )  Covers showing 6c in stamps . A regul a r  �e''" York Postmark-an 
oval " via Nicaragua- J n  A dvance of the  Ma i l s-S n l l i va n . " These are quite 
scarce and no examples a rc ill n1>t rated h erewit h .  

( I-I )  Cover1> showing c i t h r'r a 6 c  o r  a lO c  rate paid by stamps-A regular 
New York Postmark-A n  ova l marki ng rc<1 d ing, ' '  Stmr Sierra Nevada-via 
Nicaragua-Advance of t h e  J\Iail s "  ( blue ) .  Trac i ngs of t hese two markings 
are i ll ustra t ed in t h e lower rig ht  corner of t l i e plate, F igure 51 C. Uses of this 
mark ing are known in 1 854. See i l lustration of cowr Figure 51 Q -A, a use 
probably in J an nary of 1 855.  

•• 
.. . · -' 

n . �:Ji-+· /"' . . 

' 

' ·  

: ' 

Figure 51 Q-·A. 

Figure 51 Q-B. 

• 
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Fig"U1·e 51 Q,-C. 

( I )  Covers showing· 6c in stamps-A regular New York Postmark-A rec
tang11lar framed-curved top reading, ' '  :B�orwarded via Nicaragua from Noisy 
Carriers Publishing Hall-San Francisco " (blue ) .  See Figure 5 1  Q-D. 

(J) covers-Fnpaid-With only a " 6 "  in black on the face of the cover 
and the rectangular ' ' via Nicaragua. ' '  Such covers have no postmarks, nor 
" Ship " markings. The " 6 "  ( see tracing " C , "  l<'igure 51 Q D ) is the New 
York Ship " 6 "  handstamp. 

Although it was contrary to the " Regulation::; " to mark a " Ship letter" 
without " Ship " or " Steamship " etc., and only with a rate handstamp this 
was frequently done at the New York Post Office, especially on " Ship letters " 
from Cuba. 

In addition to the above li,;t there are perhaps other scarce "Via Nicaragua" 
markings, also coYcrs which perhaps ::;how va riation>:; of the above combinations. 

It has been sugg·ested that the rectangular marking-1> were applied on board 
the Vanderbilt ships, but it is my opinion, letters were handstamped with these 
markings in San Francisco. Some four or five different types of these rec
tangular markings are known, perhaps more. :!VIail could be deposited for mail
ing to go by this route at a number of different p laces in that city, such as news 

G 
Figure 51 Q,-D. 
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stands etc. If a person wanted a letter to go east via the Vanderbilt ships, 
he prepaid it, deposited it with one of the agencies and here it was probably 
handstamped ' ' via Nicaragua . ' '  I have seen envelopes with the letters enclosed 
which travelled the Route but the envelopes bore none of the rectangular mark�ngs. Such mail went east at the same time as covers bearing the various mark
mgs. 

Reference in one letter stated, ' ' I  must hurry as the Nicaragua steamer 
leaves shortly. " No doubt the letter was taken to the wharf and handed to th e 
officer in charge of mail to be conveyed to New York. It would appear that if 
the markings were appl ied on board the ships, practically all mail, especially 
in the year 1854, would have been so marked (rectangular markings ) . 

Such was not the case because a number of covers are known from one 
particular correspondence, that surely went by this Route, but were not marked 
' ' via Nicaragua. ' '  

As mentioned above, I have never seen a cover used after 1854, that went 
"via Nicaragua " that bad any of the rectangular markings. These were used 
solely, so far as I know, in the years 1853 and 1854. I haYe never seen a cover 
with these rectangular markings that showed an 1852 or earlier use. 

WES'l'-BOUND lVIAIL 

Covers showing ' ' via Nicaragua ' '  markings that travelled from the east to 
the west are extremely rare. No doubt quite a lot of west-bound mail travelled 
the route, but if so, perhaps no one took the trouble to handstamp many of the 
letters, ' ' via Nicaragua. ' '  

Perhaps the reason for this was because the passenger traffic was much 
greater from east to west, hence letters from the east to the west did not require 
advertising that this was the fastest route to the east. The only marking of 
which I have any record that was used on west-bound mail is the one shown on 
covers illustrated by Figures 51 Q-B and 51 Q-C. On the plate, Figure 51 C, 
thr. tracings ' '  J ' '  are from the cover 51 Q-C and the tracings ' '  k ' '  are from 
the cover 51 Q-B.  

I have seen only four covers showing this part icular ' ' via Nicaragua ' '  mark
ing and three of the four had no postmark. The two covers illustrated were 
carried entirely out of the mail. The cover 51 Q-B is addressed to Stockton, 
Calif. When it reached San Francisco it was not deposited in the post office 
there, but was turned over to Adams & Co. (whose messenger probably carried 
it west ) and by this private express delivered to the addressee. Though bearing 
U. S. stamps it never went thru the U. S. Mails. The cover 51 Q-C is a similar 
item, both of which are in the collection of W. R Parker. 

A third cover shows only a black ' '  10 ' '  in pen, with the ' ' Via  N ' '  marking 
and no San Francisco postmark. It is addressed to San Francisco and may 
have been deposited in that Post Of-fice. Date of use unknown. 

The fourth cover with this marking is an east-bound letter, addressed to 
Vermont and has a pair of 3c 1851 tied to cover by a regular New York post
mark. This cover is ill ustratecl in the Chase book, page 350. 

" 12c B rsEcTs UsEn VrA NrcAR.AGUA " 

Figure 51 R illustrates a cover with a bisected 12c 1851 tied to the cover 
with a New York postmark in black, also the rectangular "Via :\ficaragua " 
marking. It is quite evident the New York Post Office recognized this split 
stamp and permitted it to pay the 6c postage, but th is was not always done. 

Fig·ure 51 P illustrates a similar cover where the New York Post Office 
refused to recognize the use of the half stamp, and rated it as a " Ship letter" 
at the ship rate, viz. , from New York to Portland, Maine-regular rate (unpaid 
5c ) plus the 2c ship fee, or due on delivery the sum of 7c. 
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Figure 51 R. 

F i g·ure 51 R-A_. 

In the Emer::;on ::;ale-October 19 ,  1937-Lot 1'-:0.  79 was a similar item. 
Two other covers are known showjng the " S . Y. Ship 7ds " and nonrecognition 
of the trne of bisected 12c stamps on each one. 

A bisected stamp that actually paid the rate of postagt' for which its pro
visional  use was intended is a postage stamp, lmt if the m;e was not recognized 
as a prepayment of the  rate it ceased to be a postage s:amp. T hus bisects may 
be " tied to a cover, " the rnme as labels of any sort , bnt fa iled to pay the rate. 
intended.  Covers 51  P and 51 R are two excell e n t  exam pl es. 

CovERS Fnm1 CALTFOl {l\TA W 1T 1 r  3c H.ATE 

l!...,igure 5 1  R.-A, illm;tra7es what l call a ' ' bootleg coyer. ' '  The letter en
closed in t h is envelope was dated ' ' San Francisco-Fe by 23, 1855. ' '  I t  was 
carried privately to New York, and  most certainly OYCI' the  Nicaragua Route, 
and mailed t here to \Vashington , Pa . ,  "·ith only 3c postage paid. The letter 
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was dated Fe by 23rd, 1855, and the Nicaragua Steamer " Uncle Sam" departed 
from San Francisco on Feby 26th . The regnlar U. S. Mail Ship did not depart 
from Panama until March 1st, hence it would have been impossible for this 
letter to have gone by this mail and reached ::\few York on the postmarked date 
of "Mar 20. " ( Collection Fred G. Flo�rd ) .  

INDEPENDENT LINES 0PERATTNG ' ' VIA PANAMA ' '  

Figure 5 1  S illustrates a cover that was carried by an Independent Line 
operating Via Panama. A very fine article by Mr. A. R. Rowell entitled ' 'Ahead 
of the Mails-Via Panama " was published in " Stamps " September 4th, 1937, 
regarding this particular Company and I am indebted to Mr. Rowell for much 
of the following data taken from his article. 

Two varieti es of this handstamp are known. One reads, "Yankee Blade 
and North Star, " the other " Uncle Sam and North Star. " ( See tracing "B, ' '  
Figure 51 Q-D ) . 

This Line was established in 1853 to compete with other ships for the 
passenger and freight traffic to and from California Via Panama. The Com
pany never had a mail contract and operated over a period of less than two 
years. Vanderbilt was financially interested in the Company. The ships were 
advertised under the name of Cross & Mills, the former being a son-inclaw of 
Vanderbilt. The Line was at first referred to as the " Edward l\Iills ' Opposition 
Line. ' '  l\Iills was an eastern ship builder and operator. In the beginning, the 
"Yankee Blade and North Star " operated on the Atlantic side, and the " Uncle 
!'lam" on the Pacific. Later the "Yankee Blade " was sent to operate on the 
Pacific, being replaced on the Atlantic side by the "America. " The " Yankee 
Blade ' '  was wrecked and lost on the Pacific on October 1, 1854. 

Of the two types of handstamps above mentioned no doubt the one reading 
" Uncle Sam and North Star " was the first one used and referred to the " Uncle 
Sam" on the Pacific connecting at Panama with the "North Star" on the 
Atlantic. Later when the "Yankee Blade " was transferred to the Pacific, 
a handstamp was used "Yankee Blade and North Star " and no doubt referred 
to the ' ' Yankee Blade ' '  from San Francisco connecting at Panama with the 
" North Star, " for New York. 

Evidently the Line passt>d out of existence soon after the loss of the 
' 'Yankee Blade. ' '  The ' ' Uncle Sam ' '  passed into the hands of the Vanderbilt 



THE UNITED> STATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 273 

Nicaragua r_,ine and operated on the Nicaragua Route. The "North Star, " 
formerly Vanderbilt 's yacht, passed back into his hands and was sold in 1858 
i;o the Pacific Mail S. S. Co. ,  when the Nicaragua Line was abandoned in that 
year. The "America " was later brought to the Pacific and was employed in 
local coastwise commerce on the Pacific. 

Perhaps other handstamps of this line were used for example " Uncle Sam 
and America. ' '  

Covers showing these two markings are exceedingly rare. We have no 
evidence of where the handstamps were applied, but it appears probable they 
were handstamped at the Company 's office in San Francisco, where mail was 
no doubt deposited for private carriage to the east. 

The Line borrowed the Vanderbilt slogan ' ' Ahead of the Mails. ' '  When the 
"Uncle Sam" was brought to the Pacific she was advertised as the " fastest 
steamer on these waters, ' '  hence perhaps the owners expected to transport 
passengers to and from Panama and San E'rancisco in less time than rival ships, 
and so borrowed the Vanderbilt slogan. 

PEO :J'LE'S Y�J::N :J;"J 
-f"Otr-

O!LIFORNIA AND NEW. YOU: ! 
'\'iu 1'nuninu l?nih·4u1.d. 

THROUGH IN ADV ANOE of the .MAIL 

MOSES TAYLOR 
JOHN McGOWAN, Commander, 

Wi11 8ail ft•r l'auamtl, ,tlif'Cl'l, 
On Monday, Nov. 19, 1860, 

Jh(lm. 14ISS10N STREE'l" WH.A.Blr'0 ° 
t'f11111('1.-'linw; iH .\�1,i11w11\l wl1h t!w foie Ill·• t'\u:'l!o\t•r 

CC>.4..TZA.00..A:C.aOO& .. 
RA.Tl!!$ OP FARE, ine\udlug Istb.mWJ 'hanai$� C��illi_$_1.�� and. ��O?_ i .S�e, $75. 
)<',,rj11rtlw1' iilfi•tuoal i•.'h. "l'l'l,r >'I th).'vtlh�·tJf tho• U1w. 

CHARLES E. BATTElU.EE, 
ISAAC K. 'ROBERTS. 

Cl>nlf•r frrn;t 1in,\ 1':wnun�11fr, �n:·N;<. ll!H•hlif'll.. 
a...n· Pnutlnc. 

Figure 51 T. 

This slogan must have been a popular one for we find a third company using 
it in 1860, ' ' The Peoples Line, ' '  who advertised ' ' Through in Advance of the 
Mail. ' '  See Figure 51 T. 

MISCELLANEOUS MARKINGS 
Referring to the plate, Figure 51 C. The ' ' Ship 12 ' '  was traced from a 

stampless cover. On the plate the year is marked in error as " 1857, " but the 
use was 1856. This cover originated in Honolulu, Dec. 28th ( 1855 ) ,  the post
mark is in red. On face is the regular San Francisco ' ' Jan 21 . ' '  I n  1856, the 
regular sailing date of the 20th of January fell on a Sunday, hence departure 
of the mail was delayed until Monday, the 21st. 

The large ' ' Ship 5 ' '  is also a San Francisco marking. This letter originated 
in Hong Kong, China, and was addressed to Nevada, Calif. It was probably 
brought to San Francisco by a Clipper ship and rated to its destination at 
regular postage of 3c plus the 2c ship fee. 
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In the center of the plate, :B1igure 51 C,  are tracings of a Honolulu postmark 
of "May 7, " and one of " San l�rancisco--June-6-1859-12 Paid. " Both 
are in red. The cover from which th ese \\·ere traced originated in Honolulu, 
and was addressed to a town in New England. It shows a prepaid ship rate 
from San Francisco of lOc plus 2c. 

L E. O. E: N P  
PANAMA COllTR�CT ROUTE ----
TEHUANTE PEC CONTRACT ROUTE - - - - - -
NICARAGUA �NO�·CONTRACT ROUTE -·  
BUTTER FIELD OVERLAND CONTRA.Cl ROUTE � " u • • • • • "  

PONY EXPRESS ROUTE - · · - · -

THE U N ITE D STATE:=> O N e:  CE.NT 6TAM P 

Fig·ure 51 U .  

. ; 
\ 

The map, Figure 51 TT, shows the three ocean routes, the Panama, the 
Nicaragua, and the Tehuantepec ; also the Overland and Pony Express Routes. 



Chapter Lil. 

THE GREAT OVERLAND MAIL AND THE PONY EXPRESS., 

OVERLAND-via-LOS ANGELES. 
Figure 52. 

T
HE Great Overland lVIail Route from St. Louis and Memphis to San 
Francisco was opened in September of 1858. 

Since 1849, all through mail to and from California had been for
warded by the Ocean Route, via Panama, and the annual cost of almost three 
quarters of a million dollars, was approximately t'wo and one-half times the 
receipts. It is interesting therefore, to briefly survey the causes that led up to 
the establishment of the Overland Route. 

Since the early days of the fifties there had been a strong demand for a 
transcontinental railroad to the Pacific Coast. In January of 1855 Senator 
Douglas, more ambitious than his colleagues, introduced a bill providing for the 
construction of three railroad lines to the Pacific and strange to state, it passed 
the Senate, but by a close vote, and was defeated in the House. 

The people of the Pacific Coast were very much dissatisfied with the mail 
service that only brought them mail from the Eastern States twice a month, 
and the agitation for a daily Overland JYiail started as early as 1854. 

In April 1856, a monster petition was sent to Congress bearing the signa
tures of 75,000 Californians, and taking heed Congress commenced making 
appropriations for the building of roads in the far west. In 1856 and in 
February 1857 the sum of $600,000 was appropriated for various road buildi;ng 
projects. 

Back in 1855 Senator vV eller of California, tried to get an Overland lVIail 
Bill through Congress but failed. During the early part of 1856, four separate 
Overland Mail Bills were introduced. 

In the meantime the advocates of a railroad to the Pacific had become 
hopelessly dead-locked. Southern members of Congress wanted a railroad in the 
south, northern members wanted it in the north, and due to the sectional feeling 
which was running high at that period, the building of a Pacific Railroad was 
shelved. 

In August of 1856, Senator Weller introdnced an amendment to the Annual 
Post Office Appropriation Bill, providing for a semi-weekly mail service, to be 
carried in four-horse coaches between the Missouri River and San Francisco, 
with the compensation not to exceed half a million dollars per annum. The 
Bill passed the Senate but was rejected by the House. Having come so near to 
success, the advocates of the measure lost no time in presenting a new bill at 
the short session beginning in December 1856. The new bill offered a higher 
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compensation and extended the time for making the trip. Profiting from the 
exnerience with the Pacific Railroad Bills which had been defeated through 
se�tional conflicts, the framers of the new measure left undetermined the loca
tion of the Route and the eastern terminus. When the bill came up in the 
Senate in February 1857, it caused heated debate. Senator Crittenden, of Ken
tucky, a strong opponent, stated on the floor of the Senate : 

"Wait until your line can go a little further towards supporting itself * * * 
It is out of season, out of time, inappropriate, extravagant, exaggerated in the 
highest degree. Here is one route established by sea ( to California ) at a cost of 
nearly one million dollars, and then there is a land communication to Salt Lake 
C ity to Sacramento. * * * You have then, perhaps, $ 1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  now of annual 
expense in carrying the mail to California. * * * The question is whether you 
will add to it $ 60 0 , 0 0 0  or $ 3 00 , 0 0 0  more." 

Supporters of the bill denounced the Ocean Mail Service and the Panama 
Railroad as gigantic monopolies that could only be broken by the establishment 
of a competitive route. Senator Gwin asked "How can we ever supersede the 
steamships unless we have a mail across the continent � "  and added, "We are 
entirely at the mercy of a steamship company-a gigantic monopoly. ' '  

Senator Risk said : 
"We have a simple proposition before us-it is whether you will continue a 

contract for a mail, twice a month, across the Isthmus of Panama at $ 9 0 0, 0 0 0  a 
year, or whether you will make an experiment to see whether you can get the mail 
service performed twice a week through your own territory for $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a year." 

Senator Risk was of course winking at the fact the bill provided for a 
letter mail only, and that the Ocean Service would still continue. 

Senator Weller said : 
"I confess that I not only desire to have this mail route, but what I regard as 

equally important, I desire to have a good emigrant route. I believe, by the estab
lishment of a mail route with little posts every ten miles you will have in fact 
military posts all along that road. In this way you will give protection to your 
emigrants. That is what I am after. * * * This I regard as vastly important 
to the future interest of your possession on the Pacific. "  

Other senators also argued that rapid communication with the Pacific Coast 
would bind that region to the Union and prevent the possibility of the future 
establishment of a separate nation beyond the Sierras. 

The above will give the reader some of the arguments advanced for the 
establishment of an Overland Mail Service. 

On March 3, 1857, the Post Office Appropriation Bill became law. The 
amendments relating to the Overland Mail provided in part as follows : 

( 1 )  The Postmaster General authorized to contract for the conveyance of the 
entire letter mail from "such point on the Mississippi River as the contractors may 
select, to San Francisco, for six years at a cost not exceeding $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  per annum 
for semi-monthly, $ 4 5 0 , 0 0 0  for weekly, or $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  for semi-weekly, at the option 
of the Postmaster General." 

( 2 )  "Service to be performed with good four-horse coaches or spring wagons, 
suitable for the conveyance of passengers, as well as the safety and security of the 
mails." 

( 3 )  "Service shall be performed within twenty-five days for each trip." 
( 4) "Service to commence within twelve months after signing of the contract." 

The law clearly stated that the contractors should select the route, but the 
Postmaster General 's power to select the contractors gave him in reality the 
choice of route. Postmaster General Brown was from Tennessee and was strong 
in his southern sympathies. He consulted with southern leaders and soon it 
was rumored that a southern route was to be chosen. Against such a possibility 
strong protests were made during the spring and summer of 1857, but despite 
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these and in violation of the stipulation in the law Brown proceeded to select 
the following route : 

"From St. Louis, Mo. and from Memphis, Tenn. ,  converging in Arkansas, thence 
through Texas to Fort Fillmora, thence along the new road being opened, to Fort 
Yuma, California, thence to San Francisco." 

'l'he big express companies of the east and west savv a chance to strengthen 
their power in the fields of communication and transportation. With express
able matter carried in their own coaches or perhaps special express wagons across 
plain and mountain, they too would to a certain extent be independent of the 
steamship companies. Seven men representing- 'fhe Adams Express Co., The 
American Express Co. , Wells, Fargo & Co., and The National Express Co., put 
in a bid as "Butterfield & Co. " to handle the Overland Mail contract. These 
men were John Butterfield, Wm. B. Dinsmore, Wm. G. Fargo, James V. P. 
Gardner, Marcus L . Kinyon, Hamilton Spencer and Alex. Holland. 

No bid had been received for this particular route but all the bidders 
agreed that their respective bids might be held and considered as applying to it. 

The Postmaster General ordered that the bid of John Butterfield and 
associates be a ccepted. This bid provided for a semi-weekly mail at $600,000 
per year, and on September 1 6th, 1857, the contract was signed, with service 
to begin on or before September 15, 1858. 

James E. Birch, the young California stage magnate was a bidder and was 
equally as well fitted to carry out the terms of the contract as the Butterfield 
group. His bid was $600,000 for a semi-weekly mail over the route selected 
by the Postmaster General, but the contractors were not selected by figures but 
by what they promised to do in the opinion of the Postmaster General . Butter
field was a close friend of President Buchanan, and though he knew a route 
farther north was more practicable he had to please the southern Postmaster 
General, who insisted his home town of Memphis be the eastern terminal. 

The map, Figure 52 A, shows the route selected. The total distance was 
nearly 2800 miles. The route from St. Louis was by railroad, due west to 
Tipton, Mo., 160 miles. Here the stage line started on almost a direct southern 
course, going by way of Springfield, over the Ozark Mountains to Fayetteville, 
and thence to Fort Smith in Arkansas, where the stage line from Memphis 
joined the main route. Southwest from this junction point, the route ran 
through the Choctaw Country to the crossing of the Red River at Colbert 's 
Ferry, and thence southwest across the almost uninhabited region of northern 
Texas through Fort Belknap to Fort Chadbourne, thence to El Paso. From 
here to Tucson, a distance of 360 miles, the route ran through a rough broken 
country without water except at the stations. From the Maricopa Wells it 
traversed a forty-mile desert, and striking the Gila River, it followed it to Fort 
Yuma. From the Fort to Carrizo Creek, about one hundred miles, there was 
no water in the dry season, and the route was heavy with sand. Here a branch 
led to San Diego, but the main route turned north, and crossed the mountai� 
at Warner 's Pass, thence northwest to Los Angeles. From here the route ran 
north to Gilroy, San Jose and to San Francisco. 

It was a route that offered many obstacles, but the contractors went about 
their work with energy, wells were sunk, reservoirs made, equipment provided, 
and stations built and at the end of twelve mbnths the route was opened. 

On September 15th, 1858 the first "Great Overland Mail " left San Fran
cisco and St. Louis simultaneously. 'fhe westward-bound mail took an hour less 
than 24 days, the east-bound mail reached St. J_,ouis in 23 days and four hours. 

On the first trip from San Francisco to St. Louis, a special agent of the 
Post Office Department was one of the passengers, and the following is taken 
from his report, showing distances and time consumed : 
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San Francisco to Los Angeles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Los Angeles to Fort Yuma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Fort Yuma to Tucson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Tucson to Franklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Franklin to Ft. Chadbourne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Ft. Chadbourne to Colbert's Ferry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Colbert's Ferry to Fort Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Fort Smith to Tipton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Tipton to St. Louis ( by railroad) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Miles 
4 6 2  
2 8 2  
2 8 0  
3 6 0  
4 5 8  
2 8 2  % 
1 9 2  
3 1 8  
1 6 0  

2 79 4 %  

279 
Hours 

8 0  
7 2 . 20 
7 1 .  45  
82  

1 2 6 . 30 
6 5 . 2 5 
3 8  
4 8 . 5 5 
1 1 . 4 0  

5 9 6 . 3 5 

The Overland Mail Line gradually gained in favor until by 1860 more 
letters were sent by the route than by the ocean steamers. Even in England, 
sealed letter-bags were made up regularly for San Francisco and the British 
Pacific Coast possessions to go ' ' overland ' '  in the times intervening between the 
dates of departure of the Panama line of steamers. 

The average time made during the six months from October 1859 to April 
1860 was 21 days, 15 hours. There was never serious complaint of the conduct 
-0f the service upon this line, but the selection of a Southern Route was ever'> 
the subject of criticism. Efforts were made, time and again to get the contract 
cancelled, or the line moved farther north, and follow the route of emigration 
to the west which was then quite heavy along the Central Route. 

It was not until the outbreak of the Civil War, however, that this line was 
removed from the route over which it had operated so regularly and so effi
ciently. 

THE OVERLAND lVIAn,, DATES OF FrnsT TRIP 
The west-bound mails left Memphis and St. Louis during September, Octo-

ber, November and part of December 1858 on the following dates : 
September 1 6-20-23-2 7-3 0-1 8 5 8  
October 4- 7-1 1-1 4-1 8-21-2 5-28-18 5 8  
November 1- 4- 8-1 1-1 5--1 8-2 2-2 5-2 9-1 8 5 8  
December 2- 6-1 8 5 8  

The east-bound mails left San Francisco : 
September 1 6-2 0-2 4--27-1 8 5 8  
October 1 - 4- 8-1 1-1 5-1 8-2 2-2 5-2 9-1 8 5 8  
November 1- 5- 8-1 2-1 5--1 9-22-2 6-29-1 8 5 8  
December 3- 6-1 8 5 8  

Jt..,igure 52- n .  Ove1··I:111d Mail. 
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Figure 52 C • 

. Figures 52 B and 52 C illustrate two covers carried over the Butterfield 
Qverland Mail Route, one with the lOc rate, the other a ' ' Free ' '  letter from 
the Postmaster at San Luis Obispo, Calif., to Washington, D. C. Envelopes 
such as these were prepared and sold in California for the purpose of routing 
letters via the Overland Route. 

Figure 52 D illustrates a cover from San Francisco, June 5, 1860, to New 
York marked ' ' via Panama. ' '  

Figure 52 E illustr.ates a cover routed over the Overland Route, the direc
tions on which a-re very explicit, ' ' Via Visalia, Fort Tejon, Los Angeles, Fort 
Yuma, El Paso, and Fort Smith. " 

As mentioned above, the pm;tage between San Francisco and the eastern 
terminals of the route was only 3c. Announcements were made in newspapers 
thruout the state to this effect. Covers showing the 3c rate are quite scarce. 
The following news item which appeared in the "Tulare Record " of Visalia, 
Calif . , June 30, 1859 is a typical example, " Overland Mail-Postage 3 cents-
112 ounce-San Francisco to S '. .  Louis, Arkansas and Texas-all other places 
east-10 cents. " 

' > 

Figure 52 D. Oct.•:111 l\t:t i l ,  Via Pan:uua. 
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Figure 52. E. 

T HE MAIL SERVICE TO CALIFORNIA IN THE EARLY PART OF 1859 
Postmaster General Brown died March 8th, 1859, and was replaced by 

Judge Joseph Holt of Kentucky. 
Upon assuming office the new Postmaster General found the following lines 

to the Pacific Coast in operation : 
Main Contract Routes 

( A )  Semi-monthly Arumal Cost Annual Receipts 
From New York, and New Orleans Via Panama to San 

Francisco ( See Figure 5 2  D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 7 3 8 , 2 5 0. $ 2 9 9 , 9 7 2.69  
(B)  Semi-weekly 
From New Orleans, Via Tehuantepec to San Francisco 

( See Figure 50 N) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

( C )  Semi-weekly 
From St. Louis and Memphis, Via El Paso to San Fran

cisco ( Butterfield or Southern Route ) ( See Figure 
52 B) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Figul."le 52 EE. 

2 5 0 ,000 .  5 , 2 7 6 . 6 8  

6 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  2 7 , 2 2 9 .94  
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( D )  Weekly 

From St. Joseph, Mo.,  Via Utah City, ( Salt Lake City) 
to Placerville, Calif. ( Central Route ) ( See Figure 
52 E E )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

�Iinor Contract Route" 
( E )  Semi-monthly 

From San Antonio, Texas Via El Paso to San Diego, 
Calif. (Weekly from San Antonio to El Paso and 
Fort Yuma) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 

( F )  Monthly 

From Kansas City, Mo. ,  to Stockton, Calif. Via Santa Fe 

3 20 , 0 0 0 . 

1 9 6 ,4 4 8 . 

5 , 4 1 2.(}3 

601.  

Trail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 9  , 9  9 9:  1 , 2 5  5 .  

The gross disbursements for these six routes were thus $2,184,697 and the 
receipts from them only $339,747.34, showing a loss to the Post Office Depart
ment of $1,844,949.66. 

Judge Holt looked upon the post office business as a concern that should 
be conducted upon business principles, and be made self-supporting if possible. 
He immediately proceeded to correct what he considered unnecessary expen
ditures. 

The San Antonio mail contract was reduced from $196,000 to $120,000 
and the service made semi-monthly instead of weekly. The Central Route was 
reduced to a semi-monthly basis with a saving of $115,000. The Kansas City
Stockton, Calif. Route was discontinued and he refused to renew the Tehuan
tepec contract when it expired after a year 's trial. He made an effort to curtail 
the service on the Butterfield R-0ute but the contract was so drawn he found it 
impossible. 

The ten-year Ocean Mail contract expired September 30, 1859, and he 
contracted for a nine months service over the same Panama route with Cornelius 
Vanderbilt at the rate of $351,000 per year. The cost of the Pacific mail service 
was reduced by a saving of $908,000. 

Thus during the summer of 1859, while congress was not in session, momen
tous changes had taken place in the postal affairs, for the Postmaster General 
not only slashed expenditures on the California routes but on various others 
thruout the country. T1ocalities affected protested, and when Congress met in 
January 1860, the Post Office Appropriation Bill was reported carrying a pro
vision that the Postmaster General be directed to restore the inland service on 
all routes under contract on the 4th of M:arch 1859. The Bill failed to pass with 
this provision and so wholesale restoration was not ordered. 

In the meantime the clouds of Civil War were gathering and with the 
impending struggle in the offing, a strong demand was made in the fall of 1859 
that the Southern Route be ab•rndoned and the mail be transported daily over 
the Central Route. Perhaps no better picture of this demand, and the argu
ments advanced can be presented than in an editorial which appeared in the 
San Francisco B11,lletin of .January 31st, 1860 : 

"The route of the great Overland Mail ( Butterfield ) certainly ought to be 
shortened. It is now several hundreds of miles longer than the Salt Lake route, 
and for that reason can never become an immigrant road ; nor will it ever be availed 
of in time of war for the passage of troops between the two oceans. The energy 
and enterprise which have brought us the mails overland from St. Louis to San 

Francisco from 18 to 24 days, if expended upon as short and available route as can 

be found, would give us the m ails regularly in sixteen days. It was a stupid 
blunder if nothing worse, on the part of the Administration, which compelled the 
contractors to take the circuitous route from St. Louis via Memphis and El Paso 
to San Francisco. Butterfield and Company from the beginning, like shrewd busi
ness men, would have much preferred tn take the most d irect, available route be
tween the great centers of population on the Pacific and in the Mississippi Valley. 
But sectional purposes prevailed over right and reason. The Administration was 
desirous of carrying the route in such direction as should benefit southern interests, 
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in the idea that the future Pacific Railroad would be sure to follow the track of 
the mail coaches. * * * For ourselves, we believe that a route which should 
traverse or connect with the Pike's Peak and Salt Lake regions would prove itself 
on all accounts the most advantageous. The Salt Lake route is the one almost 
always chosen by overland immigrants, because of its shortness and its abundance 
of feed and wate,r for stock. * * * Let the Salt Lake route b e  as well stocked 
as the Memphis now is, supplied as liberally with stations, and no difficulty would 
be experienced in making good tim e  over it at all seasons. Indeed we doubt much 
whether the snows there would prove as  serious a barrier to the mail coach as the 
mud of southwestern Missouri and Arkansas is during the winter, and the over
powering heat of the southern desert during the summer. We see that the Depart
ment has advertised for new proposals to carry the mails between Placerville and 
Salt Lake, the former contractor having failed. We hope that the service will not 
be re-let. The time is auspicious for the consolidation, of the Salt Lake and Butter
field interests. Let Congress provide for such a result." 

There was but little alteration in the Overland Mail Service during 1860, 
and the Butterfield Route remained unchanged. Numerous bills were intro
duced in Congress but no action was taken. 

THE GREAT MILLION DOLLAR OVERLAND MAIL 
The annual post route bill was taken up in the Senate February 2, 1861, 

and was argued for a .month with the result that the Post Office Appropriation 
Bill became law on March 2, 1861 . 'rhe sections providing for the daily Over
land l\fail were in part as follows : 

( A )  The Postmaster General ordered to discontinue the mail service on route 
number 1 2 , 5 7 8  from St. Louis and Memphis to San Francisco, on or before July 1 ,  
1 8 6 1 . 

( B )  The contractors on the Butterfield Route required to transport the entire 
letter mail six times a week on the Central Route-to be carried through in 2 0  
days-for eight months and in 23  days for four months, 

( C )  From some point on the Missouri River to Placerville, Calif. 
( D )  Also to deliver tri-weekly mails to Denver and Salt Lake City. 
( E ) Contractors required to carry the residue of all the mail matter in a period 

not exceeding thirty-five days, with the privilege of sending the latter semi-monthly 
from New York to San Francisco in twenty-five days by sea, and public documents 
in thirty-five days. 

( F )  Contractors required to run a Pony Express until the completion of the 
Overland Telegraph, semi-weekly at a schedule time of 1 0  days for eight months 
and twelve days for four months, carrying for the Government free of charge five 
pounds of mail matter with the liberty of charging the public for transportation of 
letters a sum not exceeding one dollar per half ounce. 

( G) For the above service said con tractors shall receive one million dollars per 
year, with the old contract to be modified before March 2 5 ,  1 8 6 1  and expire July 
1st, 1 8 6 4 .  

The Butterfield Company accepted the terms embodied in the new law, 
and the Postmaster General on March 12, 1861 , ordered a modification in its 
original contract of 1857 in compliance with this Act of l\'Iarch 2, 1861. 

The first coach of the daily Overland Mail left Saint Joseph, l\Io. , on July 
1st, 1861, and reached San Francisco upon the evening of July 18th. As a 
news carrier it was being anticipated by the Pony Express that was running 
semi-weekly over the same route. Fear was entertained as to the treatment the 
Indians would give the daily mail, especially in view of the fact so many of the 
regular troops had been withdrawn from service on the plains, but as early as 
July 25, 1 861 , the War Department issued orders for troops to protect the Route. 

And thus the Great Overland Mail over the Central Route had its be
ginning, but from its inception it had been considered but a temporary expe� 
dient. The fond hope had ever been for a railroad with its band of steel to 
unite the east with the west. 

The earliest of the Pacific railways were chartered in 1862, and in 1864 
active organization was begun. By the summer of 1866 building had progressed 
sufficiently to effect overland communication. 
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On August 15th of that year the eastern terminus of the stage line was 
moved from Atchison to Manhattan, Kansas, the railroad having reached that 
point, and 168 miles of the stage line was cut down. By the close of 1867 the 
Union Pacific R. R. had reached Cheyenne, Wyoming, and the Central Pacific 
had extended to Cisco, 94 miles east of Sacramento. 

During 1868 the transcont inental railroad building proceeded more rapidly 
than ever before. The Central Pacific was now over its hardest grades and in 
the late summer was able to make rapid progress across Nevada. The railroad 
followed the Humboldt River and hence was a hundred miles or more north 
of the overland stage route which ran via Austin, • Tevada. West of Cheyenne 
the Union Pacific pushed forward, adding 425 miles during the year. But at 
the end of the year there still remained a gap of about 400 miles that had to be 
served by the Overland Stage Coaches. 

The golden spike was driven at Promontory Point on May 10th, 1869 and 
the farewell note to the Overland Mail Service by stage coaches was struck. 

The continent was now spanned with steel and the old Overland stage coach 
was replaced forever. 

The old order was succeeded by the nevv, a colorful era was dead, a new 
one was born. 

Fig;ure 52 F. 

The Pony Express 

The famed Pony Express was started in April 1860 as a private enterprise, 
and without a Government contract or subsidy. 

The main purpose of its origin was to demonstrate the advantages of the 
Central Route, from the Missouri River, via Salt Lake City to California, and 
thereby secure for its originators a valuable Government .mail contract over 
this route both by stage coache.� and Pony Express . 

For over a year its founders operated it, but it was a very expensive ven
ture, and while no doubt it centered attention to the advantages of the Central 
Route thru the advertising it received, in the end it brought no Government con
tract or subsidy to its backers, but only financial embarrassment. 

From April 1860 until .Ju ly 1 ,  1 861 the 1>ervice was operated by the freight
ing firm of Russell, Majors & Waddel l ,  under the name of the " Central Over
land California and Pike 's Peak Express Co. " 
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In 1861 when the Butterfield Mail contract was transferred to the Central 
Route, the operation of the Pony Expre::;s was continued under the supervision 
of the Butterfield Company, as their new mail contract provided for a semi
weekly service by Pony Express in addition to their daily service by stage 
coaches. 

The service was continued until a short time after the trans-continental 
telegraph line was completed on October 24, 1861, and soon after this the Pony 
Express came to an end. 

'l'he following records the last trip of the Pony Express : 
From the San Franc isco Bulletin of �ovember 18th, 1861 : 
"The Last Pony Express. The steamer 'Eclipse,' left Sacramento this morn

ing at 8 o'clock for San Francisco, and would arrive here at 4 P. M., bringing the 
last collection of letters by Pony Express, which are addressed to the following' 
parties in this city * * * a total of 7 8 . "  

'l'he story of the Pony Express has been told many times, so no attempt 
will be made here to repeat it in detail. Instead we will give a brief resume of 
how mail was carried during the comparatively short period it was in existence. 
The period can be divided into two parts, viz. : 

First. From April 3, 1860 to June 30, 1861, during which time it was 
operated privately without a Government Mail Contract. This might be ampli
fied by stating that from April 3, 1860 to April 1861 it was operated entirely 
by the original company but due to financial difficulties in the early part of 
1861, Vv ells Fargo & Co. took a hand in the management, after the million dollar 
mail contract had been awarded to the Butterfield Company in March of 1861. 
In April of 1861, Wm. H. Russell, the founder of the Pony Express, resigned 
as President of the company and was succeeded by Mr. Bela 1\!I. Hughes. 

Second. From July 1, 1861 to November 1861, during which time it was 
operated under a Government contract. 

Regarding the first period. Mail could not be forwarded during this time 
over the route by Pony Express from cities distant from the terminals, thru 
the U. S. Mail. For example if a person in San Francisco wished to send a 
letter by Pony Express to any eastern point, he could not route the letter ' ' Via 
Pony Express " and deposit it i n  the San lj'rancisco Post Office. But rather, he 
had to prepay the U. S. Postage in full to destination and deliver his letter to 
the office of the Pony Express Co., where he was charged a sum for transporting 
the letter to the U. S. Post Office at the eastern Lerminal at St. Joseph, Mo. 
Here the Express Co. for the fin:;t time enroute placed the letter in the U. S. Mail. 

].,or the forwarding of letters from the east to California by ' ' Pony Ex
press, ' '  agents were appointed in vVashington and New York City to ' ' receive 
them ' '  and convey them to the ' ' Couriers ' '  departing from St. Joseph, Mo. 

Regarding the second period. (July 1, 1861 to November 1861 ) .  In order 
to maintain the l\1ail Service on the Southern Route, the original Butterfield 
interests had been forced to make large and unanticipated expenditures, result
ing in a strained financial condition for the Company. To assist them in living 
up to the terms of their contract, Wells, Fargo & Co. had loaned them large sums 
of money. When the 1861 contract on the Central Route was awarded to them, 
changes in management were in order. Mr. Butterfield resigned as President 
and was succeeded by Mr. W. B. Dinsmore of the Adams & Co. Express, but 
the direct management of the affairs of the company from that time forward, 
was largely in the hand::; of Wells Fargo & Co. 

THE CENTRAL OVERLAND CALil<'ORNIA & Pnrn 's PEAK ExPRESS Co. 
The discovery of gold in Colorado in the summer of 1858 was the signal 

for the usual stampede. The advance guard of the Pike 's Peakers reached the 
new diggings in the fall of 1858, but the main army did not arrive until the 
next spring. The mail facilities were very meager. 
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At this period the great western freighting :firm of Russell, Majors, and 

Waddell were at the height of their fortunes. Russell and Majors had formed 
a partnership in 1855 and procured a Government contract to carry all Govern
ment material from Fort Leavenworth to the plains and mountain posts. Early 
in 1858, a third man, Waddell was taken into the partnership. To handle their 
business in that year, they increased their fleet from some 350 wagons and 
teams to 3500 wagons and 40,000 oxen, and employed 4000 men and 1000 mules. 

During the winter of 1 858-1859, Majors and Russell were in Washington 
where they fell in with Russell 's fellow Missourian and fellow-optimist, one 
John S. Jones. The Pike 's Peak gold excitement was boiling, and it was pro
posed to establish a stage coach and express line from Leavenworth to Denver. 
The conservative Majors refused to join the enterprise so a company was 
formed by Jones and Russell, called the "Leavenworth & Pike 's Peak Express 
Co. " 

Service was established and the :first trip occupied nineteen days but was 
later reduced to seven. 

Jones and Russell were hopeful that when the Overland Mail Service was 
abandoned on the Southern Route they would be in an excellent position to 
obtain the new contract. Their optimism led Majors and Waddell into taking 
ove1:._ the Hockaday and Liggett fone to Salt Lake City from St. Joseph, Mo., 
which had been practically ruined when Postmaster General Holt cut its com
pensation to the bone. 

A reorganization took place under the name of ' ' The Central Overland 
California and Pike 's Peak Express Company " with Wm. H. Russell as Presi
dent, and charted by the Kansas Legislature in February of 1860. Shortly 
afterwards it assumed the mail contract from Salt Lake City to Placerville, 
Calif. , which the Postmaster General had declared forfeited because of poor 
service. 

The C. 0. C. & P. P. E. Co. now controlled the passenger, mail and express 
business from St. Joseph, Mo., to Placerville, Calif. and were in an excellent 
position to compete for a daily Overland Mail contract over their Central Route . 

This was the company which opened and operated the famed Pony Express. 

Tim FmsT 'fmp OF 1'HE PONY ExPRESS 
In announcing the inauguration of the service, the Company advertised in 

the San Francisco papers in March 1860, as follows : 
"Pony Express 

Nine Days 

"From San Francisco to New York T'he Central Overland Pony Express Co. will 
start their letter express from San Francisco to New York and intermediate points 
on Tuesday, the 3rd of April next. And upon every Tuesday thereafter at 4 
o'clock P. M. 

"Letters will b e  received at Sacramento until 1 2  o'clock every Tuesday night. 
Office, Alta Telegraph Office, Second Street. 

"Telegraph dispatches will be received at Carson City until 6 o'clock P. M .  
every Wednesday. 

"Schedule time from San Francisco to New York. 

For telegraphic dispatches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nine days. 
For letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thirteen days. 

"Letters will be charged, between San Francisco and Salt Lake City, $ 3 . 0 0  per 
half ounce ai;id under, and at that rate according to weight. To all points beyond. 
Salt Lake City, $ 5 . 0 0  per half ounce and under, and at that rate according to 
weight. Telegraphic dispatches will be subject to the same charges as letters. All 
letters must be enclosed in stamped envelopes. 

WM. W. FINNEY 
Agent-C. 0. P. E.  Company." 
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It will be noted from the above that the Company charged $3.00 for a 
half ounce letter from San Francisco to Salt r�ake City, but to points beyond 
thP rate was $5.00 per half ounce and under. 'l'hese rate::; \\·ere soon changed, 
as the Company advertised in the San F'rancisco papers on A pril 16, 1860 as 
follows : 

"The charges on every letter sent per Pony Express to any point whatever will 
hereafter be $ 5 .00  per half ounce and under, and at that rate according to weight." 

Fii;-ure 5Z G. 

The plate, Figure 52 G, illustrates in the lower right corner one of the 
·early private markings used by this Company at St. Joseph on their letter mail, 
and Figure 52 H a cover with a similar marking used at Denver (Note spelling 
of " Californi " ) and one of Hinckley & Co. 's Express, which operated in the 
gold region west of Denver. This particular letter was brought to Denver by 
the latter company who in turn transferred it to the C. 0. C. & P. P. E. Co. to 
carry by stage line to St. Joseph where it was placed in the U. S. Post Office. 
This letter, though it bears the marking of the Pony Company was not carried 
by the Pony Express but by the stage coach mail. 

Figure 52 J illustrates a very rare Pony Express cover with this same 
marking. This letter left San Francisco on November 7th , 1860 and reached 
St. Joseph on the 19th, a trip made in 12 days. It was placed in the Post 
Office at St. Joseph, Mo., on the following day, and went on its way to New 
York City. The cover is most unusual because it bears a 1 2c 1857 stamp. So 
far as I know only three such items are known showing uses of the 12c 1857. 
The one illustrated was originally in the Carroll Chase collection and passed to 
Mr. A. W. Filstrup at the Chase sale in 1925. The catalogue failed to state 
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Figure 5!! H. 

why the coyer bore a 12c stamp. In the Emerson sale, October 1937, lot No. 109 
described a similar item, as follows : 

" 1 2c black . ( 1 8 5 7 )  on cover from San Francisco to New York, beautifully tied 
with the San Francisco Pony Express cancellation dated Nov. 1 0 th and picture of' 
a running horse in a large .oval. To right of stamp appears the po·stmark 'Saint 
Joseph, Mo. Nov. 2 4 '  and on reverse the Pony Express cancellation of St. Joseph, 
Mo. dated Nov. 2 3 and picture of a running horse in large black oval. "  

No mention was made why a 12c stamp was on this cover. 
It is quite possible all three of these covers originated outside of the United 

States, perhaps at Honolulu, and the 12c stamps prepaid the " Ship " letter rate 
of lOc plus 2c. If so they are not only Pony Express covers but also " Ship 
letters. ' '  

Fii;·ure 5ll. _J. 
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Fig·ure 5:l J{.. Frf"e "Pony Ex1,ress" Cover. 

The forwarding handstamp on the cover, Figure 52 J of ' '  Heynemann 
Pick & Co.-San Francisco ' '  indicates a foreign origin. 

Although it was absolutely against the regulations of the Company to carry 
any "Free " letters by Pony, I have seen five different covers of this class. 

Figure 52 K illustrates one addressed to Sacramento, franked by U. S. 
Senator Milton S. Latham, and marked ' ' Free ' '  by the Pony Express Co. 

Figure 52 L illustrates a cover franked by Senator Latham with a different 
Pony marking used at St. ,J oseph. · 

Referring to the plate, F igure 52 G, the "Denver K.  T. " marking illus
trated, was on a cover with a 3c 1857 ad<lressed to 0;ew York State. The St. 
Joseph �s in green and the use was in all probability .January of 1861 . This 
cover went by stage coach and not by Pony. Note the spel ling " Californi. " 

In August of 1860, the Pony Express Company reauced their charges tor 
conveying letters, from $5.00 per half ounce or nnder, to $2.50 per quarter 
ounce and tinder, and at that rate for each additional quarter ounce. 

Figure 52 l .. 
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Figure :i!! �I. 

/l�Lr�l(J. 
��-

Figure 52 M ill ustrates a Pony Express cover of October 1860,  which shows 
no origin .  It was eYidently picked up enroute east and placed in the mail at 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

This cover shows a pencil mark of " 2.50, " so evidently the letter weighed 
only 1)1, ounce. 

Ji" i ;:;ure :l:! N. 

Figure 52 � illustrates a con'r \\' h i c h  also shows no origin , with the " Paid " 
frank of the Pony Express Co. 

These U. S. lOc stamped enwlopcs \\·ere prepared by the Company and sold, 
and their use was evidence that thr  Pony carriage as v1·e l l as the U. S. Postage 
had been paid in foll .  T h ese Pony Express franks are q uite rare. 

It has been repeatedly stated in various philatelic articles of the past, 
relating to the Pony Express , that Wells Fargo & Co. took over the operation 
of the Pony Express Co. in Apr i l  1 861 .  Such statements are not correct because 
the original company continue(l to own and operate the lin e  u ntil ,July 1, 1861, 
after which time they operated only part of it .  
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The facts are as follows : 
.As stated above the Pony Express was begun as an individual undertaking without Government subsidy, but with the expectation of subsequent favorable 

consideration at the hands of Congress. In the first half of 1860 the conflict 
of competing interests prevented final passage of any congressional laws that 
would render aid to the Pony Company. Senator Latham introduced a bill into 
the Senate on June 1st, 1860 directing the Postmaster General to make a con
tract with the company for carrying mail for the Government, but no action 
was taken. 

Notwithstanding the repeated failures in Congress, the operators of the 
losing venture did not discontinue the service but kept the line in operation 
during the summer and fall of 1860, and the winter of 1860-1861. .As late as 
February 6, 1861, the California Legislature implored Congress to aid the 
company with a subsidy . 

.All hope vanished with the passage of the .Act of March 2, 1861, when 
the original projectors failed to receive the mail contract. The new law pro
vided not only stage coach competition for the company on the Central Route, 
but also a Pony Express service. The only practical thing left for the origi
nators of the Line to do was to make a deal with the Butterfield Company and 
get out of it what they could. This was not extremely hard to do for the Butter
field concern was not prospering. .A working arrangement was made com
mencing on July 1st, 1861, whereby the Central Overland California & Pike 's 
Peak Express Co. operated the Pony Express and the daily mail coach service 
from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City, and the Overland Mail Company, 
holders of the Government contract, operated that portion of the line west of 
Salt Lake City to Placerville, Calif. 

From Placerville, Calif . , to San Francisco, the Pony Route was operated by 
Wells Fargo & Co. 

When the above arrangement was made the Russell, Majors and Waddell 
Company was in financial difficulties and had previously borrowed large sums of 
money from Ben Holladay, giving him as security a mortgage on the Line and 
equipment . 

.A reorganization of the Company occurred late in .April of 1861 resulting 
in Wm. H. Russell resigning as President, and the election of General Bela M. 
Hughes to succeed him on .April 26th, 1861. 

Holladay continued his advances to the Company as its revenue was in
adequate to meet necessary outlays. Finally the Line was forced to the wall 
and Holladay purchased it at public sale for $100,000 on March 21, 1862. 'rhe 
Company at that time owed him $�08,000. General Hughes continued in control 
of the Company at Holladay 's request for another year or until the spring of 
1863, when he became attorney for Holladay. 

Hughes in later years made the statement that when he was elected Presi
dent of the Company he did not know it was so heavily involved in debt. 

Instead of the Pony Express Company being taken over by Wells Fargo 
& Co. in .April 1861, they merely were appointed the San Francisco agents 
of the fone . 

.After the Butterfield Company abandoned the Southern Route and moved 
their equipment north to the Central Route on July 1st, 1861, the Pony Express 
Line was operated by three separate managements. 

The old Russell, 1\fajors, Waddell Company operated the service under the 
new arrangement starting July 1st, 1861 from St. Joseph, Mo. , to Salt Lake 
City. The Overland Mail Co. operated the l ine from Salt Lake City to Placer
ville, Calif., and Wells Fargo & Co. operated the service from Placerville to 
San Francisco. 

In .April 1 861 letter charges were reduced to $2.00 per half ounce, and 
Wells Fargo & Co. issued adhesiYe stamps that were valid over the entire route. 
On July 1, 186 1 ,  in conformity with the new lavv, 1;2 ounce letters were reduced 
to $1.00. 
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On April 15th, 1861 the following notice appeared in San Francisco news
papers : 

"Pony Express Notice 

"Orders having been received from W. H. Russell, President Pony Express 
Company, I hereby transfer the office and everything appertaining thereto, to Messrs. 
Wells, Fargo & Co. All letters to be forwarded by Pony Express must be delivered 
at their office, corner California and Montgomery Streets. 

J .  W. BROWN, 
Agent Pony Express Co." 

On the same date the following notice appeared : 
' 'Pony Express Notice 

Reduced Rates 

"The rates for letters, per Pony Express, until First July next, will be, For half 
ounce and under $ 2. 0 0 .  For each additional half ounce or fraction thereof, $ 2 . 0 0. 

"Letters must be enclosed in Ten Cent Government envelopes, and Pony Post
age prepaid. 

"The Expresa will be dispatched from our office on, Wednesday and Saturday, 
of each week. 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 
Agents ."  

The Scott Catalogue states, page 260 : 
"About April 1 ,  1 8 6 1 , Wells, Fargo & Company acquired the Central Over

land, California and Pike's Peak Express Company and issued $ 2 . 0 0  and $ 4 . 0 0  
green stamps." 

The fact is Wells Fargo & Co. did not acquire the C .  0. C. & P. P. E. Co . 
in April 1861, as the Company at that time was heavily mortgaged to Ben 
Holladay, and Bela Hughes who was elected President on April 26, 1861 did 
not represent the Wells Fargo interests but Holladay. 

It will be noted that the original Butterfield contract of 1857 provided for 
an overland mail service between the eastern terminals of St . Louis and Memphis 
with San Francisco, but the new modified contract of March 1861 provided for 
a mail, six times a week " from sorne point on the Missouri River connected 
with the east, to Placerville, California. " 

San Francisco was not named as the western terminal. The law also pro
vided for a Pony Express between the same points, but not to San Francisco. 

\Vhen the arrangements were made between the Butterfield and Russell 
Companies in April 1861, the latter company at that time turned over to Wells 
Fargo & Co. their Pony Exprei;;s Route only from San Francisco to Placerville. 

On June 26, 1861 the following notice appeared in the San Francisco 
newspapers : 

"Pony Express Notice 

For the 
service commencing July 1 ,  1 8  6 1  

Messrs. Wells Fargo & Co. 
will run a 

Pony Express 

Between San Francisco and Placerville, regularly on Wednesday and Saturday, of 
each week, leaving their office at 3 . 4 5  P. M. on these days and connecting with 
the 'Overland Mail Company's Pony Express' at Placerville. 

"Letters must be enclosed in our twenty-cent Government franked envelopes, 
and charges from Placerville prepaid at the rate of one dollar for each half-ounce, 
or any fraction thereof. 

All letters not enclosed as above will be charged at the rate of 25 cents each. 

Wells Fargo & Co." 
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It is well to note in the above, ' ' And charges from Placerville prepaid etc. ' '  
On the same date the following notice appeared i n  the San Francisco papers : 

"Pony Express Notice, 

for the 
service commencing July 1 ,  1 8 6 1 .  

Pla.cerville t o  St. Joseph 

The Overland Mail Company's 'Pony Express' will be dispatched regularly from the 
affice of their agency, at Placerville, 

on the arrival of the 

Express leaving San Francisco 
Wednesday & Saturday of each week. 

"All letters must be enclosed in ten cent Government stamped envelopes and 
prepaid, at the rate of one dollar for each half-ounce or any fraction there.of. 

"Messrs. Wells Fargo & Co. have been appointed Agents, and l etters will be re
ceived and delivered at their office. 

WILLIAM BUCKLEY 
Superintendent 0. M. Co." 

Comparing these two advertisements, the Wells Fargo read : 
"Letters must be enclosed in our twenty cent Government franked envelopes," 

meaning a lOc U. S. stamped envelope with the ·wells Fargo frank, for which 
they charged ten cents. And further : 

"All letters not enclosed as above will be charged at the rate of 2 5  cents," 

meaning lOc for a U. S. stamp and 15c for Wells Fargo for the forwarding of 
the letter to Placerville, Calif. 

The other advertisement read : 
"All letters must be enclosed in ten cent Government stamped envelopes and 

prepaid etc." 

After the Russell-Majors Company saw that all hope of their chances of 
receiving a mail contract had vanished with the passage of the Act of March 
2nd, 1861, they held on to their Pony route from St. Joseph to Placerville, 
soon to be the western terminal of the Government Contract Pony Route, but 
they disposed of their interest in the Placerville-San Francisco Route to Wells 
Fargo & Co., who were better equipped to gather up mail to be forwarded by 
Pony. 

Wells Fargo & Co. proceeded to issue $3.00 and $4.00 stamps to be sold 
to prepay the Pony charges to St. Joseph for the period to July 1st, 1861. It is 
quite doubtful if any of these stamps were issued in April of 1861. 

Extremely few covers are known showing use of these stamps for the 
several months preceding July l, 1861. 

It was evidently their intention to sell these stamps in the east as well as 
thP west, but so far as I am aware no covers are known bearing them, or the 
lower values issued for the $1.00 rate, on lPtters that went from the east to the 
west. 

I do not refer to the W. F. & Co. " Garter" types which of course are 
known on west-bound letters. 

Figure 52 P illustrates the type of U. S. lOc stamped envelope with the 
Wells Fargo frank which they sold for 20c. This letter left San Francisco on 
July 20th ( Saturday) 1861, and was mailed from St. Joseph on August 1, 1861. 
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Figure 52: P.  

Before the Pony Express was in operation two months, there was grave 
danger it would have to be abandoned because of t l i c  Washoe Indian War in  
Nevada in  May of  1860, but the  difficult ie::; were clea red up by the  middle of 
June 1860, and from that time fonrnrd the service was placed on a semi-weekly 
basis instead of weekly as heretofore. 

'fhe service was patronized principally by the newspapers and without them 
it is  doubtful if  the Pony would have :survived a fter the first t hree or four 
months. Money was free and easy in California and the people took to the 
five dollar Pony charge more readily t han people of the  east. 

During its existence the building of the transcontinental telegraph l ine 
was being pushed with much vigor, and .as the  eastern end was extended west
ward and the western end eastward, the  Pony "·as utilized to transmit the news 
of the day between the terminals  of the line. With great interest the people 
of California awaited the result of the elections of �ovember 1860. At this 
t ime the telegraph line nm east from San "B-,rancisco to Fort Churchil l ,  with 
the eastern end at Fort Kearny. ( See JVIap ) .  

Tu rae 
BFflC.tcf A11'll PBRllANE�CY OM YOUR UNION. 

t l 
A. Government for the whole a 

incliopenaible. 

Figure 5!! Q.. 
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The news of Lincoln 's election was telegraphed to Fort Kearny on Nov. 8, 
1860, was immediately transferred to Pony and reached Fort Churchill on the 
14th, in exactly six days. Up to this time this was the quickest transmission of 
news from the east to California. 

During the followiug winter months news from the east was relayed in the 
same fashion and during December occupied from eleven to sixteen days, but as 
spring and summer of 1861 came on the Pony made decided improvement, 
and by April and lVIay news wa� relayed in about nine days. 

During the summer of 1861 great progress was made in the building of 
the telegraph line, and as this new method of transmission came into general 
use, interest in the spectacular Pony Express as a carrier of the news of the 
day, waned. 

The terminals of the telegraph line on various dates were as follows : 

Eastern Terminal Date 'Vestern T'erminal 

Fort Kearny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July 1 5 ,  1 8  6 1 . . 5 O miles East of Fort Churchill 
Aug. 2 ,  1 8 6 1 .  . 1 0 0  miles East of Fort Churchill 

50 miles West of Fort Kearny . . .  Aug. 9, 1 8 6 1  . .  1 5 0  miles East of Fort Churchill 
Aug. 1 9 ,  1 8 6 1  . .  1 9 0  miles East of Fort Churchill 

1 1 0  miles West of Fort Kearny . .  Aug. 2 7 ,  1 8 6 1  
Sept. 6 ,  1 8 6 1  . .  2 2 5  miles East o f  Fort Churchill 

1 6  5 miles West of Fort Kearny . .  Sept. 1 4 ,  1 8  6 1  
Sept. 2 7 , 1 8 6 1 . . 2 5 0  miles East o f  Fort Churchill 

5 3 3  miles West of Fort Kearny . .  Oct. 8 ,  1 8 6 1  . .  This station, located at Ruby Val-
ley continued as the easternmost 
transmitting station until the line 
was completed. 

The line was completed on Oct. 24, 1861, and San Francisco was joined 
to New York by telegraph. The Pony had served its purpose, and its days were 
numbered on the Central Overland lVIail Route. 

Figure 52 Q illustrates a unique cover, showing the only known use of a 
30c 1860 on a Pony Express letter. The use is Sep. 1861, a letter originating 
in San Francisco and addressed to Germanv. At this time the eastern terminus 
of the Route was at Atchison, Ks. The l�tter left San :B'rancisco on Sep. 14, 
1861, and was mailed east at Atchison on September 27th, and from New York 
on October 5th , 1861. The spirit of the period is emphasized in the use of a 
Patriotic envelope. Here we have ( 1st) a Patriotic (2nd) a Pony Express 
( 3rd ) the 30c rate to Germany and (4th ) a 30c 1860 to prepay the rate. A' 
unique and very rare item. The markings on this cover are illustrated on the 
plate, Figure 52 G. (L. L . Shenfield. ) 

THE GREAT GAMBLE FOR THE 0VERf,AND MAIL CONTRACT IN 1861 

Little doubt exists that the founding of the Pony Express was a spectacular 
gamble to secure for its founders the valuable Government mail contract on the 
Central Route, but strange to relate the financial loss resulting from its estab
lishment and operation was the direct cause that prevented any chance of the 
contract being awarded to Russell, J\'Iajors & \Vaddell. In other words, the 
Pony Express, put into operation to secure the contract was the principal cause 
of the failure to do so. 
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Its founding has been referred to as a foolhardy venture, doomed to failure 
and financial loss from the moment of its inception. However the facts may 
be somewhat to the contrary, because in the latter part of 1859 and the beginning 
of 1860 the firm of Hussell, lVIajors & Waddell  were in an excellent position, 
both financially and pol itically to secure a major mail contract on their Central 
Route from St. Joseph ,  Mo., to California. 

Wm. H. Russell, was referred to as the "Napoleon of the West , " he was in 
high favor in Washington, where he spent money lavishly. He was a close 
friend of Secretary of vVar Floyd, and his staunch friend and ally in the 
Senate was Senator Gwin of California, who frequently has been referred to 
as the one who originally suggested the idea of a Pony Express across the plains 
to California. 

Russell was well known and very popular in Col orado and California and 
his efforts to secure better mail facilities to both localities were greatly appre
ciated. Congress had refused to grant the service desired, so when the firm 
of Russell, Majors & Waddell, at their own expense, established the fast Pony 
service it appeared they were in a better position to secure the contract than 
the Butterfield Company \Yhich was owned by various powerful express com
pames. 

With the rich plum almost within their grasp, the holiday week of 1860 
was marked by a sensation which shook official ·washington to its foundations. 
On Christmas day the Secretary of the Interior called at the White House to 
inform the President that there had occurred ' ' a  large robbery in his Depart
ment. ' '  

It developed later that large amounts of commercial paper of Russell, 
Majors & Waddel l  had gone to protest in the fall  of 1860, and to save the firm 
from ruin, Russell persuaded one Goddard Bailey, a trusted Custodian of 
'rrust Bonds in the Interior Department, to loan l{ussel l  a total of $870,000 of 
these Trust Bonds for a short time in order to save Secretary of War Floyd 
from disgrace and expulsion from the Cabinet. Bailey was a relative of Floyd 
and owed his position to him . 

Russell obtained these bonds from B ailey in various amounts from July to 
December 1860, took them to New York and hypothecated them to raise funds 
to meet maturing paper. Russell was arrested and indicted and a Congressional 
Committee was appointed to investigate the ramifications of the scandal. 

Russell 's disgrace eliminated any chance of his firm securing the mail con
tract when it came before Congress in the following February. Russell was 
called before the Congressional Committee on January 18th, 1861, to give his 
version of the affair, and Harlow states in his book, " Old Waybills, " that " it 
is a curious fact that no record of his testimony can be found. ' '  However I 
have it before me, and the  fact is Russell had no excuse to offer for his conduct 
except a desperate effort to keep his firm from bankruptcy, no doubt hoping 
that the new contract would restore their financial prosperity. 

Floyd told the Committee that his action in the matter of issuing acceptances 
to the financially embarrassed firm was ' ' absolutely necessary to assist the 
contractors in forwarding suppl ies, ' '  but the truth of the matter was that the 
firm needed no help with their freighting contracts, as they were lucrative. It 
was the expense of founding and operating the Pony Express together with their 
express and passenger business which ruined them. 

Together with Russell, Floyd and Bailey were also indicted. Floyd later 
fled to Virginia and became a General in ·the Confederate Army. 

Bancroft, the historian, suggested that perhaps Russell was the victim of a 
conspiracy by friends of the Butterfield Company, and fell into a trap they set 
for him to disgrace h im . I can find no evidence of this as the testimony before 
the Congre:;;sional Committee clearly showed that Russell himself sought out 
Bailey and by some means induced him to loan him the Trust Bonds for ' ' ninety 
days. ' '  
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T HE 0RtwNAL CENTRAL RovTE 

The Original Central Route, most of which was l ater used for the Pony 
Express, was divided into two Contract Routes, viz. : 

. 

( A )  From Independence, Mo. ,  to Salt Lake City. 
( B) From Salt Lake City to Placerville, Calif. 

With the termination of the Mormon troubles, the " Utah War, " the con
tract on the eastern end was awarded to S. B. Miles. This contract was in 
effect in 1858 , and provided a monthly mail to be carried in four-horse coaches 
from April 1st to December 1st and upon pack mules the balance of the year. 
West of Salt Lake City, the mail was being carried to Los Angeles, and from 
there by water to San Francisco. 

Improvements on this Route from Independence to San Francisco were 
demanded and accordingly the Postmaster General made new contracts. 

John M. Hockaday and associates were awarded the contract between 
Independence and Salt Lake City for a weekly service in four mule wagons or 
carriages, at $190,000 per year, on a twenty-two day schedule. Thus this part 
of the Line became known as the ' ' Hockaday Route. ' '  

George Chorpenning, who had held the previous contract, (Salt Lake City, 
via Los Angeles to San Francisco ) was awarded the contract for the service 
west of Salt Lake City to Placerville. This provided for a semi-monthly service, 
through in twenty days with the compensation $34,400 per annum. Prior to 
July 1858, this contract was amended, and a weekly service ordered at a cost 
of $130,000 per year. 

Thus by July 1858, there was in openit ion a through Overland Mail Service 
from Independence via Salt Lake City to Placerville operating on a thirty-eight 
clay schedule. At first, the Chm·penning Route followed the original route 
of 1851, circling to the north of the Great Salt T.iake, following the Humboldt 
River across northern Nevada, and crossed the Sierras via Carson City. 

I.iate in 1858 a new route was placrcl in operation, and mail was being 
carried over the new road, known as the Egan Trai l . 

Figure 55 EE illustrates a very unusual cover in the collection of Wm. 
Wrst. Undoubtedly this cover traveled the " Chorpenning Route " from Placer
ville to Salt Lake City, thence by the Hockaday Route to Independence and 
eastward to its destination in Maine. Its origin was " Oroville, Calif. ", Dec. 
2 1 , 1859, the stamp a lOc 1857, Type V. 

This is a "Randall " cover published at 1\Iarysville and shows an overland 
stage coach with six horses. It is the only cover I h ave ever seen that shows 
evidence it was carried Overland on the Central Route at the time the mail was 
under contract to Chorpenning and Hockaday. If anyone can show a duplicate 
will they kindly advise .me. ' 

On May 1 1 ,  1860, Postmaster General Holt cancelled the Chorpenning 
contract, and a new one was awarded to William H. Russell. 

In May 1859, the Russell firm of ,Tones, Russell & Co. purchased from 
Hockaday the mail contract from Salt Lake City to Independence. .Thus with 
the award of the ' '  Chorpenning Route ' '  ·westward, Jones, Russell & Co. gained 
control over the entire mail service over the Central Route. 

Figure 53 F illustrates a pictorial cover with "Via Overland Mail via 
Placerville and Salt Lake, " but this was a local use, Strawberry Valley, to 
Oroville, Calif. 
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Figure 53. 

CALIFORNIA AND THE PACIFIC COAST POSTAL RATES 
AND MARKINGS. 

PERIOD JULY 1, 1847-JULY 1, 1851 

IN considering this period, let
. 
us recall the dates of several very important 

events. On the 30th of January 1847, the name of the small settlement 
of "Yerba Buena" was changed to San Francisco . 
In March of 1847, Congress established rates of postage to the Oregon 

Country. 
On February 2nd, 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed and 

brought to a close the war with Mexico. 
In January of 1848, James \V. Marshall made his famous discovery of 

gold at Sutter 's Mill. 
On February 28th , 1849, the pioneer mail steamer ' ' California ' '  arrived at 

San Francisco. On this ship waR Wm. Van Voorhees, U. S. Mail Agent, sent to 
Cal ifornia to establish the first U. S. Post Offices. 

California was created a state on September 9th, 1850. 

PosTAr, RATES 

Section 6, of the Act of March 3, 184 7, read in part as follows : 
"That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby au thorized to contract for 
transporting a mail from Charleston, South Carolina, to Chagres, touching at St. 
Augustine and Key West, and also at Havana, in the Island of Cuba, if deemed 
expedient, and across the Isthmus to Panama, and from thence to Astoria, or the, 
mouth of the Columbia River, touching at Monterey, St. Francisco, and such other 
places on the coast as the Postmaster General may direct." ( Note the "St. Fran
cisco. " )  

Section 7 of the same Act provided ' ' And letters to or from Astoria, or 
any other place on the Pacific Coast, within the territory of the United States, 
shall pay forty cents postage. ' '  
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After California became United States territory, Congress provided the 

following rates by the Act of August 14, 1848 : 
"Letters conveyed to or from places on the Pacific in California from or to any 

place on the Atlantic Coast, shall be charged with 4 0  cents postage;  and letters 
conveyed from one to any other place in California, 1 2  l/2 cents ."  

Covers showing the local rate are very rare. See tracing ' '  D ' '  o n  Figure 
53 AB, the local rate handstamp of Stockton, Calif. 

EARLIES'r KNOWN CovERs FROM SAN FRANCISCO 

In the August 1932 number of the American Philatelist, Mr. Clarence W. 
Brazer, published a very interesting article entitled, ' ' California to Massachu
setts 1845-47 . "  In this article, Mr. Brazer described a cover he owned, ad
dressed to Hanover, Mass., and dated " St. Francisco, California, October 16th, 
184.5. " In the lower left corner, " Politeness of the mate of whale ship Sarah, " 
with the ' '  \Vhale Ship Sarah ' '  crossed out and ' ' Ship Admittance ' '  added. 
This is the earliest cover known to me from San Francisco. While the name 
was not officially changed from "Yerba Buena " to San Francisco until January 
30th, 1847, (see "Annals of San Francisco "-Page 179 ) it was evidently known 
to American voyagers as ' ' St. Francisco ' '  several years earlier. Mr. Brazer also 
described similar covers from the same correspondence, dated " St. Francisco, 
Oct. 19th, 184.5, " " San Francisco, California, Oct. 21st, 1846, '' and one ad
dressed to Boston, " San Francisco, April 30th, 1847. " 

The earli est cover that I have seen from San Francisco that went " Over
land " is owned by Mr. C. Corwith Wagner, of St. Louis. It is dated, " St . 
Francisco, 23rd of March 1847. " On the face in red is " St. Louis Aug. 26 " 
and in upper right is the St. r_.ouis " Steam 10 " in red with the " 10 "  crossed 
out by pen. It is addressed to ' ' Col . Henry Stanton, Asst. Qr. Mr. General, 
New York City. " 'fhis cover was ful ly described in an article by Mr. A. R. 
Rowell in STAMPS, issue of November 20th, 1937. In connection with this 
early " Overland Mail " cover, it is interesting to note a similar one described 
by Mr. Brazer in his article quoted above, (Page 527 ) ,  "Letter written ' San 
Francisco, April 30th, /47 ' addressed to Boston, Mass., has upon the face the 
circular red postmark, ' St . Louis-Aug. 26-10 ' and in the upper right hand 
corner-' Steam 10, ' apparently the first letter in this correspondence to have 
gone overland. " l\'Ir. Brazer quoted from this letter, of which the following 
is a part : 

" The U. S. l\'Iail which will convey this to its destination, leaves here the 
3rd of May. " In all probability both of these letters went by the same express 
to St. Louis. l\fr. Rowell in his article was of the opinion the Wagner letter 
went east with General Kearny 's party which left Monterey on May 31st, 
1847. General Fremont accompanied General Kearny and there is a letter of 
record written by Fremont at St. Louis, August 30th , 1 847. 

Stampless covers (by reg-ular TT. S. Mail ) to the east, showing uses in 1849, 
from California are quite scarce, but unfortunately my record is quite incom
plete : 
EARLIEST J{NOWN USES VIA REGULAR U, S. MAIL FROM SAN FRANCISCO 

TO THE EAST. 

April 9-1849--Manuscript, "San Francisco. April 9-4 0 ,"  To Stamford, Conn
This letter left San Francisco on April 1 2th, 1 8 4 9  by the P. M. S. S.  "Oregon" 
which carried the first U. S. Mail to Panama under the new mail contract. 
( See American Philatelist, August, 1 9 3 2 , page 5 4 6  for illustration ) .  ( Collec
tion of Delf Norona) . 

May 1-1849-Manuscript, "San Francisco. MAY 1-4 0"- ( All in black ink ) 
Addressed to Boston-Letter dated April 2 7 ,  1 8  4 9-This letter was carried to 
Panama by the S.  S.  California on her first trip, San Francisco to Panama. 
( Collection of Edgar B. Jessup ) .  



300 T HE UNITED S'rATES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 

June 20-1849-Straight Line "San Francisco" ( Black ) ( See Figure 5 3 P ) .  Manu
script in pale red ink " J UNE 2 0 "  and " 8 0 . "  Same correspondence as above 
( Jessup ) .  

June 20-1849-Straight Line "San Francisco" ( Black ) Manuscript in pale red ink 
"JUNE 2 0 "  and " 4 0 . "  Addressed to Oswego, N. Y. ( Ezra D. Cole ) .  

Jw1e 20-1849-Straight Line "San Francisco" ( Black)  Manuscript in pale red 
ink "JUNE 2 0 "  and " 4 0 . "  ( Edw. S .  Knapp ) .  

July 2--1849-Straight Line "San Francisco" ( Black) Manuscript in red ink "JULY 
2" and " 4 0 . "  Addressed to Painted Post, N. Y. ( Laurence B. Mason) .  

August 1-1849-Straight Line "San Francisco" ( Black ) Manuscript in red ink 
"AUG l" and " 4 0 . "  Addressed to New York City.  "Per Steamer." ( E dgar 
B. Jessup ) .  

August 1-1849-Circular ( 3 3  71! M M )  ' 'San Francisco"-"AUG 1-Cal" ( Black ) . 
Manuscript in red ink, "Paid 4 0 . "  ( A .  R. Baker ) .  

The above letter i s  dated " July ��, 1849. " I t  is interesting to follow tne 
route and dates of this early item. The S. S. ' ' California ' '  sailed for Panama 
with the U. S. lVIail on August 2, 1849 and arrived at Panama City on August 
24th. Due to poor service at this period, the mail laid over at Chagres for a 
month and was carried to New Orleans by the S. S. Falcon which left Chagres 
on September 27th, arriving at Nevv Orleans on October 6th. From here the 
letter was dispatched to New York and thence to its destination, 

The plate, Figure 50 B (Chapter 50) illustrates in the lower left corner, 
a San Francisco postmark of " Oct. l "  ( 1849 ) with the rectangular rate stamp 
' '  40. ' '  This cover i s  an unpaid rate to New York State, and is the earliest use 
I have noted of this ' '  40. ' '  Both are in black. 'fo the right is a similar tracing 
on a prepaid cover, with the " PAID " stamped below the rate, the use January 
31, 1850. 

As previously stated, the Department at Wa::ihington did not send any 
supplies of the 1849 stamps to California Post Offices, hence all covers that are 
known, of the period to July 1, 1851, are, with few exceptions, prepaid, or 
unpaid stampless items. 

The few exceptions are covers from California bearing 1847 stamps, which 
were carried out there privately and used on mail, or covers showing the use of 
these stamps during the middle fifties after the stamps had been demonetized, 
but were thru error, recognized for postal service. 

Perhaps the finest cover that is known showing the use of 1847 stamps 
from California, is a folded letter mailed from San Francisco on January 1st, 
1851, to New York. This cover bears a fine horizontal strip of four of the 
lOc 1847 stamps and is address8d to "Messrs Howland & Aspinwall, New York. " 
The strip is tied to the cover by the small reddish-orange ' ' PAID ' '  of the San 
Francisco office. 

Fig;ure 53 A. 
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Figure 53 AA. 

On the face is the postmark of " 1  Jan", a "Paid " and the rate handstamp 
t< 40, ' '  all in the well known reddish-orange ink. In manuscript is "Per Caro
lina. ' '  'fhis Pacific l\'Iail S. S. Co. mail ship sailed with the U. S. Mail for 
Panama on January 1st, 1851. 

Figure 53 AA illustrates the markings on this cover. 
The firm of Howland & Aspinwall were the original owners of the mail 

steamship ' ' California. ' '  
I consider this superb item as most unusual and rank i t  among the rarest 

covers known sho>ving use of United States stamps. 
After the passage of the Act of l\Iarch 3rd, 1851, and the issuance of the 

new stamps on July 1st, 1851, no great effort was made to send early supplies 
of these stamps to California, and no post offices were supplied with the new 
stamps before the latter part of September 18fil. 

© � . . / ... ·· · ·  -....... .... 

/.. ... ,ro 8 Q 
,· ;;;..· 1 .,.... I �  . ,, • ..., \fl 

I - l. .r .u. CJ N "1 80 � 
� 

® 
Figure 53 AB. 

\ 

Figure 53 AB illustrates three San Francisco double rate handstamps of 
the pre-July 1, 1851 period. The framed " 80 "  was used in the latter part of 
1849, the ' '  80 '' without frame came into use in 1850 and the postmark with 
" 80 "  late in 1850. I have never seen the framed " 80" in any other color 
than black. 

PERIOD-JULY 1, 1851-APRIL 1, 1855 
The earliest record I have of the use of the 1851 stamps in California is a 

cover in the collection of Mr. L. B .  1\iason. This item contains a pair of the 
3c 1851 orange-browns, addressed to NPw York City and is postmarked " San 
Francisco, Oct. l ' '  ( 1851) ' ' Per S. S. Oregon. ' '  At this period the semi-monthly 
mail for the east was leaving San Francisco for Panama on the 1st and 15th 
of each month. Mr. Mason has a cover from the same correspondence showing 
the previous sailing date of September 15th ( 1851 ) but this cover is stampless. 
We assume therefore that the first supplies of the 1851 stamps reached San 
Francisco about a week prior to October 1st, 1851. 
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Figur<' 53 B. 
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Mr. W. R. Parker has kindly furnished me with a copy of the following 
notice which appea:r:ed in the 8acramento Union of September 26, 1851 : 

"Postage Stamps-Stamps for the prepayment of postage can be obtained upon 
application at the Post Office-Richard A. Edes, P.  M ."  

I have no record of 1851 uses of the le 1851 in California, and will greatly 
appreciate descriptions of any such covers. 

My earliest record of a California use of the 12c 1851 is a cover in the 
collection of Mr. F. A. Hollowbush, showing a double 6c rate from San Fran
cisco on December 1st, 1851. 

The plate, Figure 50 B, illustrates a tracing of a San Francisco postmark 
that is not common. It is shown at right, the second from bottom. This is in 
blue on a stampless cover from San Francisco on November 1st, 1852, addressed 
to New York City. The U. S. Mail departed from San Francisco on this date 
by the ' '  S. S. California. ' '  

O n  this same plate i s  shown a tracing of ' ' Sonora, California-Dec. 27, 
1851-Paid 6, " at left, third from top. This marking is on a horizontal pair of 
the 3c 1851 orange-browns, see F'igure 53 A. This pair is quite unusual as i t 
shows the earliest known year dated postmark, and the earliest known straight 
line marking on a 3c 1851. 

Referring to the plate, F igure 53 B, the "Via Nicaragua " marking is in 
blue on a cover with a horizontal pair of the 3c 1851 , postmarked "New York, 
.A.pr 26 " ( 1854 ) .  In manuscript is "pr steamer Pacific" (S. W. Richey collec
tion ) .  

The tracing to right "Weaverville, Cal ", a use on a stampless cover of 
1854 is in black. 

In the second row, to left, is shown the scarce marking of the ' ' Pan. & 
San. Fran. S. S. " marking described in Chapter 50, (see Figure 50 L ) .  

In the third row to left, the tracing " Nevada City, Jan 22, 3 PAID" is in 
black on a stampless cover, addressed to Ohio. The rate was changed by the 
rate handstamp ' '  6. ' '  

The ' ' Auburn Jan 12 ' '  is in black o n  a stamp less cover, showing an unpaid 
local rate of the period 1851-1855. 

The " Foster 's Bar" is in blue and ties a horizontal pair of the 3c 1851 
to a cover addressed to New England. ( Collection Robt. F. Chambers ) .  

Below this is a tracing " Cherokee �far 8 Cal. " This is from a stampless 
cover addressed to New Hampshire. (S. W. Richey collection) .  

In the lower left corner is a quaint early marking in black of ' ' Downie
ville. ' '  This ties two 3c 1851 orange-browns to a cover addressed to Connecticut. 
The cover shows no year but the use was undoubtedly Oct. 10, 1852. This 
marking is known used in July and August of 1852. (Collection Geo. Moffatt) .  

The " Grass Valley " is from a cover which shows no year-an unpaid stamp
less cover to Connecticut, of the period 1851-1855. 

In the lower right, the ' ' Benicia ' '  is from a cover showing an early use of 
the 1851 rate, July 14, 1851. (A. R. Rowell collection) .  

Referring to the plate, Figure 53 C, the tracing in center top " San Fran
cisco 15 Jul " is from an unpaid stamp less cover to Georgia in 1851, showing 
an early use of the new 1 851 rate. (W. R. Parker collection ) .  

The tracing to right is from a stampless Paid cover to Vermont, showing 
a double rate, the use "May 1, 1854. " This rate stamp is rather scarce. All 
markings are in black (W. R. Parker collection ) .  

Covers showing the local California rate of the period July 1 ,  1851 to 
April 1st, 1855, and bearing the 3c 1851 arP by no means common, covers show
ing the rate paid by three le stamps are decidedly scarce. 
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PERIOD APRIL 1, 1855 TO ,J ANDARY 1, 1862 
On April 1st, 1855, the new lOc rate on letters to and from California and 

eastern points went into effect, and on and after this date domestic mail could 
not be forwarded unpaid. After January 1st, 1856, postmasters were required 
to use stamps to prepay such mail. 

The period April 1st, 1855, to ,January 1st, 1862 can be divided into two 
parts, as follows : 

(First Part )-April 1st 1855, to and including December 31st, 1855. Dur
ing this period, domestic mail had to be prepaid, but stamps were not required. 
Many stampless covers of this period are decidedly scarce because a few post 
offices in California had special handstamps made that were used during this 
period and discarded after January 1st, 1856. 

As an example, note the tracing on Figure 53 B, third from bottom at 
right, the ' ' San Francisco-20 Sep 1855 '' in red. This is on a stampless cover 
addressed to the east . After January 1st, 1856, when stamps were required, 
such a postmark with the wording ' '  10 PAID ' '  was no longer needed. Covers 
showing this marking are quite rare, and I have only seen four examples. 
Nevada City used a handstamp of the same type and several covers are known 
showing uses in 1855, one in particular tying a lOc 1855 stamp to cover. (Dec. 
18, 1855 ) .  

This Nevada City marking was also used on covers with stamps i n the 
early part of 1856, the latest use known to me being May 17, 1856, (Wm. J. 
Aull collection) .  

Mr. W. R. Parker informed me the Post Office of this town burned to the 
ground in July 1856 and all contents were supposed to have been destroyed. 
See tracing " Q "  on plate, Figure 50 B, (Carl W. Hurst collection) . 

(Second Part )-January 1st, 1856 until the fall of 1861, or until the 
1851-1857 stamps were demonetized in California. 

Further referring to the first part of this period. On the plate, Figure 
50 B is illustrated a tracing, "M" of Marysville, showing a use, in red, of 
Sep. 4, 1855, on a stampless cover addressed to Vermont. This postmark (with
out the paid ) was used in black, prior to April 1st, 1855, on unpaid mail to 
the East. In the upper right corner of this same plate is illustrated a tracfug 
from an unusual cover, a stampless item of " June 19, 1860, ' '  with the "Paid 
10 " in a circle. The Nevada City Post Office was evidently out of stamps at 
this particular time. This cover is addressed to Maine and has in pen ' 'Via 
Panama " (H. C. Brooks collection ) .  

Referring to the plate, F igure 53 B the tracing in lower right of Crescent 
City is from a stampless cover showing no year of use but from the markings 
shown, the date was probably Dec. 12, 1855. 

Referring to the plate, Figure 53 C, the large ' ' VALLEJO ' '  is from a 
cover showing a use in this first part of the above period, both markings in 
bright red, the date " Oct. 4, 1855 " (W. R. Parker collection) .  

An interesting companion cover (stampless ) has a manuscript "Vallejo 
Cal. "-August 17th, 1855 " with a red "Paid " and " 10, " the tracings of these 
two shown to the right of the large circular Vallejo. A third stampless cover 
has the same " 10 "  but a different "Paid, ' '  see tracings in lower left corner. 
This also has a manuscript ' 'Vallejo June 29th, 1855. ' '  To the right of these 
illustrations are tracings from a stampless cover that in all probability was 
used from ' '  'rable Rock, Cal. ' '  on ' ' Sep. 15 ' '  1855. 

In the lower right corner are illustrated the markings from a very inter
esting stampless cover. The use is from San F'rancisco on April 16, 1855 and 
the cover is addressed to Vermont. 'I'his is quite an early use of the new lOc 
rate from San Francisco. The ' '  S. S. Golden Age ' '  was due to depart with the 
east-bound mail on Monday April 16th , 1855, but the sailing was delayed until 
April 17th, 1855. 
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Referring to the plate, F igure 50 B, the tracing ' '  B ' '  is from a cover from 
Eureka in Humboldt County, the postmark of " EUREKA-H-BA Y, " mean
ing ' ' Eureka Humboldt Bay. ' '  This cover shows a double lOc rate to Washing
ton, D. C. prepaid by a block of six of the 3c 1857 and two le 1851. 

Figure 53 D illustrates a cover showing the local 3c rate prepaid by a strip 
of three of the le 1857, Type V. The markings are in black. A tracing of this 
postmark is shown on Figure 53 C . 
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Figu1·e 53 E. 
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Figure 53 E illustrates a typical cover from the east to California prepaid 
by three 3c 1857 and one le 1857, Type V. ?\ote the " Via Panama. " 

Figure 53 F shows a propaganda cover for the Central Route " Overland 
Mail Via Placerville and Salt Lake Hurrah ! but we must have the. " (Rail
road ) . In this case the cover Rhows a local use from Strawberry Valley to 
Oroville. 

Figure 53 G shows one oE the propaganda covers of the Butterfield Route 
but in this use the ' ' Via Los Angeles ' '  was crossed out as the cover, postmarked 
" San Francisco, Sep. 9, 1861 " went over the Central Route to Fort Churchill, 
Nevada Territory. 
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It will be recalled the Overland Ma i I was moved north to the Central Route 
on July 1st, 1861. 

Figure 53 H illustrates quite an unusual cover, a 3c rate from Sacramento 
to Fort Umpqua, Oregon, in .Tune 1 860. California to Oregon covers are very 
rare. 

Figure 53 J illustrates a block of ten of the le 1857, Type V, used to 
prepay the lOc rate in 1860. Such items are very scarce. This block shows 
part of the imprint from the right pane of Plate 8. (F . A. Hollowbush collec
tion ) . 

EKS.S 
:V..Californla, 

Sopt. 6. 

Figure 53 K illustrates one of the scarce " San Francisco News Letters. " 
These were small two-page newspapers printed twice a month and containing 
all the important California news from the sailing of one mail ship to the 
next. In the upper corner is,  "P. l\II. S. S. per California Sep 5, " indicating 
this news letter was prepared for the sail ing of the Pacific l\Iail S. S. Company 's 
steamer " Cal ifornia " on September 5th , 1857. These news letters are rare. 

F igures 53 L, 53 M, and 53 N illustrate three very fine " California Penny 
Post " covers from the collection of the late Judge P..obert S. Emerson. 
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4Jare of' Ule. Penny-Post Co. 

Figure 53 L. 
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Chase stated on page 310 of his Three Cent 1851-1857 Book, that the 
" Penny Post Co" is " said to have had an existence of only six months in the 
year 1855, ' '  and that they ' ' issued local stamps and corresponding entire enve
lopes, did a regular business of carrying mail tn and deliverying it from the 
post offices in various Cali fornia cities, in the latter case the letters having 
been sent in care of the company. ' '  

Figure 53 L illustrates a letter mailed from Sacramento, ' ' Care of the 
Penny Post Co. " at San Francisco. This cover shows the 5c " City Delivery" 
adhesive stamp of the company. ( Scott No. 6421 ) .  

Figure 53 N illustrates a cover with the marking of the " Penny Post Co., 
San Francisco. ' '  See tracing, Figure 53 C. 

I have seen this same marking on a cover addressed to Fitchburg, Mass., 
prepaid by a lOc 1855 stamp tied by the San Francisco postmark of " Sep. 20 " 
(1855 ) .  This cover shows delivery to the San Francisco Post Office by the 
Penny Post Co., but no indication of the a.mount of the charge. 

'rHE SAN FRANcrsco PosT OFFICE rn 1850 

Mr. A. R. Rowell, very kindly furnished me the following interesting data, 
concerning the early San Francisco post office and list of California post offices, 
in 1851 : 

"From Charles P. Kimball's 'San Francisco City Directory'-September 1, 1 8 6 0 .  

San Francisco 

POST OFFICE. Corner Clay and Dupont Streets. 

Jacob B. Moore, Post-Master. 
C. C. Moore, Cashier. 
Frank Moore, E. DeWolf, General Clerks. 
L. H. Robie, J. B. Brown, Box Delivery Clerks. 
E. Higgins, Gen. Delivery Clerk, A. to Z. * 
Chas. H. Melcher, Gen. Delivery Clerk, K to Z. 
Timothy Page, Foreign & Ladies' Deliv. Clerk. 
F. B. de las Casas, Jr., Mailing Clerk. 
F. B. Henderson, Night Clerk. 
John Short, Newspaper Delivery Clerk. 

Office hours from 8 A. M.  to 6 P. M. 

Mails for Sacramento and Towns above on the Sacramento river and branches, 
close daily, Sundays excepted, at 3 o'clock P. M.  

Mails for Benicia, Sonoma, Nappa, Junction & Stockton, Mondays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays, at 2 o'clock P.  M.  

Mails for San Jose, Mission of San Jose, and Santa Clara close Mondays, Wed
nesdays and Fridays at 7 o'clock A. M.  

Mail for Monterey and Santa Cruz, Wednesdays at  7 o'clock A. M.  

M A R Y S \/ 1 \... L E  - C A L .  
B L U E  I B .5 :2-

Figure 53 P. Flgure 53 Q. 
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Postage on letters for all parts of the United States and Oregon, •  40 cents. 
All parts of California, 1 2 1/z  cents. 
Drop letters, 2 cents. 
Postage on Newspapers to the United States and Oregon, 3 cents, inland post

age, 1 1h  cts. to be added ; and in all cases, unless sent from the office of Publica
tion, must be paid in advance. * •  

Cal ifornia Post Offices-July 80, 1851 

From "Daily Alta"-July 3 0 ,  1 85 1 .  

Offices-Counties. 
Antioch*,  Contra Costa, 
Auburn * *, Placer, 
Benicia* * ,  Solano, 
Bidwell's Bar, Butte, 
Big Bar, Trinity, 
Chico, Butte, 
Colusi, Colusi, 
Columa''' * ,  El Dorado, 
Dobbins' Ranch, Yuba, 
Double Springs, Calaveras, 
Downieville, Yuba, 
Foster's Bar, Yuba, 
Fremont* * .  Yolo, 
Georgetown, El Dorado, 
Goodyear's Bar, Yuba, 
Hamilton * * .  Butte, 
How's Ranch , San Joaquin, 
Jackson* * ,  Calaveras, 
Knight's Ferry, San Joaquin, 
Lassens, Butte, 
Los Angeles * * ,  Los Angeles, 
Louisville, El Dorado, 
Mariposa, Mariposa, 
Martinez * * ,  Contra Costa, 
Marysville* * ,  Yuba, 
Mission San Jose, Santa Clara, 
MokelumnE! Hill, Calaveras, 
Monroeville* * ,  Colusi, 
Monterey* * ,  Monterey, 
Mormon Island, Sacramento, 
Moon's Ranch, Colusi, 
Napa * * ,  Napa, 
Nevada* * ,  Nevada, 
Nicolaus, Sutter, 
Oak Spring, Tuohumne, 
Park's Bar, Yuba, 

*Probably intended to b e  "A to J." 
• •Probably means 4 ¥., c  in all cases except where carriage was solely by steamer. 
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Placerville, El Dorado, 
Quartzburg, Mariposa, 
Rough and Ready, Nevada, 
San Francisco * * ,  San Francisco, 
Sacramento * * ,  Sacramento, 
Salmon Falls, Nevada, 
Santa Clara, Santa Clara, 
San Jose * * ,  Santa Clara, 
Santa Cruz * * ,  Santa Cruz, 
San Juan, Monterey, 
San Luis Obispo * * ,  San Luis Obispo, 
Santa Barbara * * ,  Santa Barbara 
San Diego * * ,  San Diego, 
Shasta * * ,  Shasta, 
Sonora * * ,  Tuolumne, 
Sonoma* * ,  Sonoma, 
Staples' Ranch, Calaveras, 
Stockton * * ,  San Joaquin, 
Trinidad, Trinity, 
Vallejo, Solano, 
Vernon * * ,  Sutter, 
Volcano, Calaveras, 
Weaverville* * ,  Trinity, 
Wood's Diggings, Tuolumne, 
Yuba City, Yuba. 

•Removed from junction (New York of the Pacific ) .  
• • county seats. 



Chapter LIV. 

CALIFORNIA EXPRESS MARKINGS. 

I N the early years of the settlement of California, the U. S. Mail facilities 
were totally unequal to meet the needs of the large number of new in
habitants of the state. Many gold seekers, not knowing where they would 

be located, simply had their mail addressed to the San Francisco Post Office. 
They either had to travel to San Francisco themselves or pay someone to bring 
their mail to them. In this way, private expresses came into existence for the 
transportation of express matter and the carriage of mail to and from remote 
places which were without proper mail facilities. 

In the early fifties the great majority of the local California mail was 
carried " outside of " the regular U. S. Mail by various express companies. To 
comply with the law, 3c stamps were placed on such letters, and the express 
companies charged in addition their own fees for the transportation. 

Frequently the stamps were pen cancelled but more frequently they were 
left uncancelled, no doubt a sort of protest against this seemingly unnecessary 
tax. Perhaps in many cases the stamps were removed and used again, and the 
postal officials were no doubt aware of this practice. In all probability this 
practice was the cause of the passage of Section 8 of the Act of August 31st, 
1852, which read in part as follows : 

"That the Postmaster General shall be, and he is hereby authorized to provide 
and furnish to all postmasters and other persons applying and paying therefor, 
suitable letter envelopes * * with one or more suitable postage stamps 
* * * printed or impressed thereon * ''' * and letters when enclosed in such 
envelopes * * * shall pass in the mails as prepaid letters ; and all letters en
closed in such envelopes * * * may be sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwise 
than by post or mail." 

The Government publication ' ' Regulations and Laws of the Post Office 
Department" 1857 edition, has the following instruction regarding the above 
law, ( foot of page 27 of the Law Section ) : 

"Under this section letters enclosed in stamped envelopes may be sent out of· 
the mail, a letter with a postage stamp merely cannot be so sent." 

Fig·ure 54 A. 
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Fig·ure :54 D. 

Section 8 as above continues as follows : 
"May be sent conveyed and delivered otherwise than by Post or Mail, notwith

standing any prohibition thereof under any existing law : Provided, that the said 
envelope shall be duly sealed, or otherwise firmly and securely closed, so that such 
letter cannot be taken therefrom without tearing or destroying such envelope, and 
the same duly directed and addressed, and the date of such letter, or the receipt 
or transmission thereof to be written or stamped, or otherwise appear on such 
envelope." 

To comply with the above law and in order to identify the stamped enve
lopes which they were selling, the various express companies generally over
printed them with what are known as the ' '  Y.,T estern :B-,ranks. ' '  I n  certain in
stances they were handstamped. 

Figure 54 C. 
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These overprinted or Franked U. S. stamped envelopes were sold to the 
public at a price to include the U. S. Postage and the charge of the express 
company. 

Stamped envelopes did not appear until 1853 so prior to their issuance ad
hesive stamps necessarily had to be used, and· even after they were issued the; 
use of adhesive stamps was unavoidable to some extent, when the rate of 
postage was higher than the envelope stamp. 

The 1851 stamps tied to cover by the markings of the various express com
panies are far from common. 

Figures 54 A and 54 B illustrate two typical covers with the express mark
ings tying the 3c 1851 stamps to cover. 

Figure 54 C illustrates a cover with 20c postage prepaid, from Boston 
to San Francisco, which was carried by Wells Fargo & Co. " outside of the U. S. 
Mail ' '  in 1855. 



Chapter L.V. 

TERRITORIAL POSTAL MARKINGS. 

C OVERS showing territorial postal markings are very interesting whether they be stampless items or covers with stamps. Some twenty-five years 
ago practically no attention was paid to these markings and I doubt 

if any collector in the country made any effort to acquire them with the sole 
exception of Dr. Carroll Chase In recent years they have been eagerly sought 
after and covers with the 1851-1857 stamps tied by territorial postmarks com
mand nice premiums. 

The abbreviation for territory is generally found in the postmark but in 
certain ones used, a ' '  T ' '  or a ' ' Ty ' '  was not included. 

Figure 55 A illustrates a cover with a strip of three le 1857, Type V, 
used from " Omaha City, Neb. " on March 24, 1860 to New .Jersey. At this time 
Nebraska was a Territory, and was not admitted to statehood until March 1, 
1867. This postmark is illustrated on the plate, Figure 55 B, tracing "F. " 

Covers with the 1851-1855 imperforate stamps are far rarer than those 
showing uses of the perforated 1857 stamps. 

Of the five values of the imperforates, three are very rare with Territorial 
markings, viz., the 5c, lOc and 12c. The 3c 1851 is much more common than 
strips of three of the le 1851, and single copies of the le used on drop letters 
or circulars are indeed scarce. 

Figure 55 C illustrates a strip of three le 1851 tied by the postmark of 
"Nininger M. T. " (Minnesota Territory ) . 

Figure 55 D illustrates a le 1851 used on a drop letter at " Saint Paul 
Min. Ter. " As a companion piece see the illustration of " St. Anthony Falls 
M. T. Dec. 2, 1856, " on the plate, F igure 41 F, Chapter No. 41. This town 
is now East Minneapolis. 

Figure 5;') .A. 
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Figure 5 5  B .  
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Figure 55 C. Figure 55 D. 

The following is a list of states, when they were organized as territories 
and the dates of their admission to the Union as states : 

Organized as a 'l'erritory. Admitted as a State. 
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 3 ,  1 8  2 2 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 2 0 ,  1 8 3 6  
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 3 ,  1 8 4 9  
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 1 4 ,  1 8 4 8  
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 3 0 , 1 8 5 4  
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 2, 1 8 6 1  
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 3 0 ,  1 8 5 4  
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 2 8 ,  f8 6 1  
Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 2, 1 8 6 1  

M ontana . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Washington . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

''{ ,. ' I "'C T ; K .  
•�' ."". ··1:;:,.,..'lU • • 

' \\ \ ; .,.... 
=:, • A P ·: 

� · 1 .�,, 

May 2 6 ,  1 8 6 4 
March 2, 1 8 5 3  
March 3 ,  1 8 6 3  
July 2 5 ,  1 8 6 8  
September 9 ,  1 8 5 0  
September 9 ,  1 8  5 0 

March 3 ,  1 8 4 5  
May 2 9 ,  1 8 4 8  
September 9 ,  1 8 5 0  
May 1 1 ,  1 8 5 8  
February 1 4 ,  1 8 5 9  
January 2 9 ,  1 8 6 1  
October 3 1 ,  1 8 6 4  
March 1 ,  1 8 6 7  
August 1 ,  1 8 7 6  
November 3 ,  1 8 8 9  

( As No. & So. Dakota ) 
November 8 ,  1 8 8 9  
November 1 1 ,  1 8 8 9  
July 3 ,  1 8 9 0  
July 1 0 ,  1 8 9 0  
January 4 ,  1 8 9 6  
January 6 ,  1 9 1 2  

Figure 55 E. 
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Figure 55 E illustrates a cover with three le 1857, Type III A, used from 
"Geary City April 23, 1858-K. T . " (Kansas Ty) . An illustration of this 
postmark is shown on the plate, Figure 55 B, tracing ' '  H. ' '  

Figure 5 5  F illustrates a cover with a strip of three l e  1851 from ' ' Fort 
Riley K. T . " See tracing "J ," Figurtl 55 B. 

Figure 55 G. 

Figure 55 G illustrates a cover with three le 1857, Type V stamps, post
marked "Le Roy K. T. " See tracing " B, "  Figure 55 B. 

Figures 55 B and 55 H illustrate various territorial postmarks with de
scriptions of uses attached to each. 

The Plate, Figure 43 A, Chapter 43, illustrates the following territorial 
postmarks : Le Compton, K. T. , Atchison, K. T. , Sumner, K. T. The plate, 
Figure 45 E, Chapter No. 45, illustrates the postmark of Caledonia, M. T . 
(Minnesota ) .  

Certain town postmarks are known with the abbreviation " Ty" after cer
tain territories were admitted as states, for example, Appalachicola and St. 
Augustine, Florida, Mineral Point, Wisconsin, etc. Such uses are extremely 
scarce. Thanks are due Mr. H. T. Darlington for the loan of various covers 
mentioned above. 



Chapter L VI. 

FOREIGN RATES OF POSTAGE AND POSTAL MARKINGS. 

T
HERE is little if any doubt that the most interesting way to form a collec
tion of postage stamps is to collect the stamps, in which one is especially 
interested, on the original covers. But to do this intelligently, one 

must have a knowledge of postal rates, postal uses and postal markings. Per
haps no branch of U. S. Cover collecting is quite such an absorbing study as 
the collecting of foreign rate covers, and this applies to covers used with stamps 

' ' .. � .... � '  
' . .. . . 

Figure 51) A. 

. ··- %  

Figure 56 B. 
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Figure 56 C. 

as well as covers without stamps, if one is making a study of postal markings. 
U. S. covers used to foreign countries between 1850 and 1870 offer a very wide 
field for specialization and study, and a specialized collection of such items can 
afford the owner much pleasure and personal satisfaction if he studies his 
covers sufficiently to understand the meaning of the many interesting postal 
markings. 

As an illustration, let us consider the cover illustrated by Figure 56 A. 
Here we have a letter mailed from New Orleans on Aug. 11 , 1857. It shows a 
"New York foreign mail marking " of August 19th. In the top of this postmark 
is the figure ' '  6. ' '  What is the meaning of this 6 ?  

I have heard this question asked many times by advanced collectors regard
ing these ' ' foreign .mail postmarks. ' '  

O n  this same cover in manuscript to left is a ' '  16. ' '  Where was this 
applied and what is its meaning � Across the ' ' Bordeaux ' '  is a handstamped 
" 8 . "  Where was this applied and what is its meaning � We also note the 
handstamp in a rectangular frame ' ' Short Paid. ' '  All these various markings 
had their own special purpose and were so applied. 

14 .... igure 56 D. 
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CHAPTER 18. 
P O S TA G E  TO F O R E I G N  C O UNTR I E S ,  

S Ec. 1 46. Table of postages to Foreign Countries, showing the 
rates to be charged upon Letters and J\ewspapers between any 
point in the United States and Foreign Countries. 

I ��· ILP.ttcrlll :\!'e to hf' � � � 
\Yhr.n ilircctcd to i\llY of the char!!etl wilh pni-:t 

R "!ll ". -. k•. �. g �.�,-, � cnu11tri�J;. citic�, or to�rn!I age 1wr !' i ll!!I� r:ltr, � �· ., .  .. - � lJdow named, I (n11t t'.'tC f'e i l ing lHd( t:O e> > " n :a :; e a:1 ouucc,) at � n i:::: c:.> 
� c::: 

----- ------ -------- --------- �---·---

l 24 cents , (Cali- ) 
I forniaand Orc.- I 

. . . , 5 c�nts to lie Pre '"Vment Great Dnt111n nnJ I re.nm] 1 _, . 1 I t � I · · I 
j gon exr.epterl) I 

or from Cnli-
nf ucu w len n 1 lion� . 
fornia or Ore- · . J gnn • • • • • • • • •  J 

Alexn111lrin, r.ity of, via 1 
i'.lar8ei l les . . • • . • . •  • .  

Algerin . . . . • . . • • • • . • • •  

At;stri:i. nnd the Austrittn 
f)tates . . . . • . . . . • . . . . .  I Bnden . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • •  

Bavaria . • . • • • • • . • • • • • • •  I J?cJgjLttn . . • � • • • • • • • • • • •  

Bremen , free city of • • . •  I Brnnswick . • • . • • • • • . . •  

Bey root, city of, via Mar- I sei llcs . • • • • • . • • • . • • • •  On nil letters be-D:udanellcs, the • • •  do . • .  i t'ovee11 the United, 
Denmark . . . . . - • . • • • . •  Stales nnd the 
l;irance . . • . • . .. . . . . . . . . . .  I cou1 1 trics h e r e  
German St1ttes • . • . . . . . •  5 cenls (Califor- tmme<i, whe1 1  sent 
Gibraltar . . . . . • . • • • . . . .  I n ii\ ll!l![ Ore- throu!!h t h e  Uni-
Greece, via Mnrneille• . .  ted K i ngcl<ll n ,  1 he. gon i·xcepted ) 

Figm:ie 56 E. (P. L. & R.) 

l . 
8 

I 5 �  
-::> s ., 0 •• I ·.!:: ';'.: 

� " 
c · -� 4 �mts { "' -0  Ul "'  
::: .�  "' "'  

I � �  ;::; .... 
-0 " I ·- .. � ...::: 

I � ;:  ... .,,, I 

l 
""° "'  

I CJ �  
.-: �  0 I f--4 
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Figure 56 B illustrates a cover to France with 5c postage. Note the peculiar 
handstamp which looks like " 19. " 'l'he cover, Figure 56 C, 2c rate to France 
also has this queer looking handstamp. 

Figure 56 D illustrates a very rare cover showing a rate of $1.32 paid in 
part by the 30c and 90c stamps of 1860. The address is the Cape of Good Hope. 
On the face of this cover is marked in red pencil " 1 .12 " and below a " 4. "  
What do these markings mean ? 

TABLES OF FOREIGN RATES 
Figures 56 E , 56 F, 56 G, 56 H, 56 J, 56 K, 56 L and 56 M, are exaetJ 

reproductions of pages 30 to 37 (Regulations ) of the Government publication 
"Laws and Regulations of the Post Office Department, " 1852 edition. (April 
3, 1852 ) .  

These tables included the rates postmasters were instructed to charge on 
mail going abroad. 

The rates remained practically unchanged until 1857. 
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Figure 51! F .  (P. L. & R.) 

[- -to • 

. -P ·' 
tr 

'5 ,J 

Figures 56 N and 56 P are reproductions of pages 37 and 38 of the above 
book. Section 147 on Figure 56 l\I is continued at the top of Figure 56 N. 

Figure 56 Q is a reproduction of page 88, and Figures 56 R and 56 S 
of pages 79 and 80, in the above book. 

Figure 56 'l' is  a reproduction of sections 374 and 375, page 85 of the 
section, ' ' Regulations. ' '  
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Postages to Foreign Cou11lries-Continue<l� 

!Letters arc to h• When direct•d to any of the charged with post
eountries, cities, or towns/ age per smgle rate 
below named, (1101 rxcecdin& l nn 

ounce) at 

Remar1<1. 

���--�·��- ����-1-��-
Cape de Verde Islnnds . . 
Cey Ion ,Islnnd, via South-

ampton . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Chinn, do . . . . . . .  . 

Egypt, 
Greece, do . . . . . . . . 

Heligoland, Island of, via 
London . . • . . .  · • · · · · ·  

Indies, East, via South-
nmptom . . . . . . •  • • · • •  · 

Java and Lnlmnn, vin 
Southnmpton and Indio 

Lucca, via France . • • • • .  

Modeirn, Island of, vio 
Southampton . . . . . . .  . 

Mouritius, vi..: Southamp-
ton and India . . . . . . .  . 

Moluccas, do. do • • . .  

New South 'Vales, vin 
Southamp ton and India 

New South Wales, by 
private ship • • • • . . . . .  

New Zenlnnrl , vin South
ampton and India_. . . .  

New Zealand, by pnvnte 
ship . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · '. ' 

Phillippine Islands, vin 
Southampton . • · · • · · · 

Portugal , do . .  • • · · • · · · ·  
Sierra Leone . · · · •  · • · · · 

Spnin, v ia Southampto1
_
1 .  

Sumatra, Island of, via 
. Southampton and Indio 

Syria, via S�uthampton. 
Van Dieman s Land, via 

Southampton and India 

Any British colony or 

1 65 cents . • • • . • •  45 ,, . . . . . .  . 1 45 " 
j s1 . . 

33 " 

45 " 53 " 
31 " 65 " 45 . . 
53 " 

I sa 1 37 " 53 . . 37 .. 45 " 63 I i  
45 . .  1 73 " 57 .. 1 53 " 
1 53 . . 

I O n  n 1 1  letters be-
tween the United 

' States (Oregon 
and California . 
excepted) and the 
countries here 
named, through 
the United King-
dom , and hy the 
routes specified , 
th e rates here af-r fixod m•" be ,,.. 
paid when •ent 
from, and collect-
ed when received 

I i n ,  the U. States. 
When th«: letter is 

to or from Ore· 
gon or California, 5 cents per sir.gle 
rate must be ad-
ded to these 
a1r.1ounts. 

l . "'" I l I 
I 

other foreign country, 

J 
when conveyed to or 
from the Umted. King-
do� by private ship�. . . 37 1 1  J 

Figure 561 G. (P. L. & R.) 

RED AND BLACK MARKINGS 
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The first important postal treaty between the United States and a foreign 
country was signed with Great Britain in the late Eighteen Forties. Attention 
is called to the ' ' Section 151, ' '  Figure 56 N. Mention is made of the ' ' Exchange 
Offices. " 

These refer to Seaboard Post Offices where mail was sent to be forwarded 
abroad. In the early Fifties mail to Great Britain was forwarded from New 
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33 
Po1tages to Foreign Countries-Continued. 

Letteni are to b<l 
When dl

_
recte� .to any or lhe charged wilh poe1-

eountrte1, c1uee, or towns -e•e per single rate 
below named, (ilot ezecediog J an 

ounce) ut 

I I 
Aden, (Asia} . . . . . . .  , • •  

East Indies. , • •  , . • • • • •  , 

Ceylon, Island or . . • • . .  

50 cents British I and sea . , . . . . 
China. • . • • . . . • . • • , • • • .  

Hong Kong, Island or . .  
Mauritius . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Phillippine lalands • • • • • •  

By closed mail, via 
M!ll'aeillea. 

New Zealand • . • . • •  , . .  . 

IO cents foreign . 

5 cents United 
Statea. , ,  • . . . 

65 total . . . . . . .  . 
Vall. Dieman's Land • • • . . 58 cents British 
Bourbon, Borneo.. . . . . .  and sea . . • • . .  

Java, Labuan • • •  , • • • , . . 10 cents foreign 

Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · 1 

Moluccas, Sumatra . . . . 5 cents United 
Or anr other place· in the States . .. . . . .  . 

Indian Archipelago . • .  J -By closed mail, via 73 total . ,  . . . , . . 

Marseilles . . . . , • •  , , .  

1 46 cents British 
.,..;... and sea . • • • • .  

""E>l_pt • • • ' • ' • ' '  " · '  ' ' • To cents foreign. Syria. · ' ' ' " ' ' · · : " ". · 5 cents United By cloe� mail, via States . . . , • • .  Marae11Iea . , ,  , , , , • .  J _ 61 total . . . . . . . . 

Egypt . . . , . ,  • •  , . . . . . .  , and sea • •  · • • • •  

Bemarltt. 

To be prepaid 
when sent from, 
or collected when 
received in the 
U. States . . • . . . .  

In computing pos
�e to the c.oun
tries here named , 
the British and 
sea postage, and 
the U. S. postage 
!ll'e rated by thel 
l oz. for the sin-I 
gle letter ; while ! 
the /ol"eign rost
age i.s rate ·_ by 
the t ounce for 
the single letter. 
Thus a letter di
rected to the East 
Indies by a Brit-I ish steamer, if it 
weighs less than'! 
1 oz. will be 
charged 65 cents • 
postage ; i f � oz.,

I or more, but less 
than � o z . ,  75 cts. 
-thejoreign pos-1 

I 

tage only being 
doubled for each ' 
1 ounce • • . . . • . .  

The /o-reigt1 por-, 
I tion of the above 

I 
rates is to be 
charged as fol
lows : Letters 
weighing under 
� ounce, one rate; 
weighing 1 oz. & 
rates ; ! ·oz.. and 

1}26 cents British 

Syria • •  , • .  , , , • • • • , • •  , 20 cents foreign. 
Tunis, Africa . . . . . . . . . .  5 cents United : 

By French packet, via States . .  , , , . ·  1 
under ! oz. two' 
under � oz. three 
rates ; � oz. and! 
under I oz. ,  four l 
rates ; I oz. and 
under 1 ! 07. •• live, 

Mars�illes , , • • • •  , • -. 

51 total. , . . . . . . 

Figure 1'16 H. ( P. L, & R.) 

York and Boston and accounts were kept at these two foreign " Exchange Of
fices ' '  of each and every letter forwarded and received. If a letter was fully 
prepaid by either cash or stamps a part of the prepaid amount, for example, 
was due Great Britain. On the books of the Exchange Offices, a credit of the 
sum due was made to that country. If a letter was forwarded " unpaid" a 
credit was due the United States, hence the Exchange Office debited a sum to 
Great Britain. 
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34 
Postages to Foreign Uoimtries--Continue<l. 

I 
Leitem arc to b,• 

\\'hen directed to any of the charged with po•t 

<'Ot1ntrie1, �itiea, or townB, age per. E!i�tgle rnte 
below named, (not exeedmg t an 

ounce) at 

R•marko. 

Figure 56 J, (P. L. & R.) 
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The instructions demanded, as per the above section, that fully prepaid 
letters were to be postmarked by the ' ' Exchange Office ' '  in red ink_, with a 
"Paid " in red ink, and also the amount of money to be credited to the other 
country in red 1:nk . Unpaid letters were to bear the " Exchange Office" post
mark in black ink, and the amount we were charging to that country in black ink. 
Note the instructions in this section, ' ' The Exchange Offices of the two countries 
in mailing to each other, are to postmark the letter, not with the entire po1stage, 
but with the credit and debit portions ( o.f the full amoiint) of it only. " 
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Figure 56 M.:, (P. L. & ll.) 
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Postages to Foreign Countries-Continued. 

Letters are to be ;;; 0) .: I �� 
chaiged �1th po5it .c cu 

When directed to any of the age per single rate " s §' 
countries, C'tties, er town (not exceeding l nnl Remarks. t> fZo 
bcl<,w named, ounce) at E� � � d s:: 

I c. 

1 IO cts.-if d is-: l / 1 ( � al  r1i 
tance from thel I I -;  t � 

Accapulco . . . . . . . . . . . . .  mailing officel I To be pre-paiJ ! � � .: Chagres.. • • • • . . • • • • • • . does not ex ) h t fi om : ·;; " ·-
Havana, (Cu�a) • • • • • • • L ce.ed 2,5001 :Cc:I1e���d �he� J 2 cents 1 r �  � Mazatlan . . . . do . . . . . . . .  ( miles; and . , received in the l:;_ i:"·� Pirnama . • • • • • • • • . . . . • .  1 20 �ents-whe1 cl United States.. . � 0 :! San Blas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  distance ex- 0 .:: = ceeds 2,500 lE-< ;: � J miles . . . . . . . .  � ii: 
W�i�n

:�i��: . ��·'. �r.i�i���i l I 
A . ' nugua . . . . . . . . . .  , .  • • . I Barbadoes. • • • • • .  • • • • . . I Baha�nas • • • · '  · · • • • • • • · 10 cents-wherel

. 
l Ber?ice .. • • • · "  · · " • · · distance from' Canacou . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l ti . 1 .  f " 

D ie mat mg o -; T b . d em�r�ra. • • • • . . . . . • • • .  fice does notl l o e pre-pa1 
Dominica . . . . . . . . . . . . .  d 2 500 when sent from , 
Essequiuo . • • • .. • • • • • • • 1 e�cl,ee d' I or collected when 2 cents 
G d m1 es ; an I . rl . h rena a .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 20 cent�-where receive rn , t e 
Hon�uras. . . . . . . .  • •  • • . distance ex-I United States . . .  
Jamaica. · · . . . ' · · · · · · · · ceeds 2,500 Momserrat . . . . . . . . . . . .  .1 I J Nevia and St. Kitt's . . . .  nu es . · · · · · · ·  
St. Lucia . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
St. Vincent . . • . • . • • • • • .  

Tobago, and Tortola • • .  

Trinidad . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

letters sent from S.. � 
1 To be pre-paid on 

I J, c l the U. States. 
35 cents-whP.re On letters rectioed 4 centlo �] ! 

West India Islands, (not
. 

distanc_e_ from fr?m these cou?- l 0 11: � British,) Mexico, p<irt:i 1 the mailing of· I !rtes, the Ent.- J � � g 
or points in the Gulf of fice does not 1sh post�e must c..<!: 
Mexico, or places on the e�ceed 2,500 be pre-paid there, , , 
Atlantic coast of South miles ; and and the U. States I f g .:: ui 
America not in British 45 �ents-where posta�e only, of I �  � . po;isession . . . . . . . . . . .  • . distance ex

.
- 10 or. 20 cen�s, i " ... :::> 

I. ceeds 2,500 accord mg

. 

to dis-
J 

2 cents ., � "' 
miles . . . . . . . .  tance must be col- I ..c ..c: '5 

lected at theoffice l� :i: .5 
of de!i"l"ery. ]1l 

Figure 56 L, (P. L. & R.) 
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The plate, Figure 44 L, Chapter 44, illustrates a few New York foreign 
mail postmarks, or rather the markings of the " Exchange Office" located at 
New York City. The tracing in the lower right corner, " New-PAID-York
Aug 21-3" i s marked "RED-1858. " This marking is in accordance with 
the above instructions-showing a prepaid letter-a red ' ' PAID ' '  and the '' 3 ' '  
being the amount, ' '  3cents ' '  the U .  S .  Exchange Office credited the foreign 
country. Above this is a New York marking in black, with no paid, but a " 6, "  
indicating a charge of 6 cents to the foreign country. 
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37 
Postages to Foreign Countries-Continued. 

Lett•rs are tn be 
Wh•n dlr�cted to any nf the charged with po•t

countrwf', cities, or towm:1 age per sini;le rate 
below named, (not exceeding i an 

ounce) at 

ltemarke. 

S. W. coast of America. ) --·-------,---, f J dl � 
Bogota, New Granada. .  50 cents on let- To be pre-paid onl � So..<: e 
Buenaventura .. . .  do. . . . .  ters sent ; be- letters sent from 8 cents l] ii': .g 
Gui_tyaqu1l . .  (Ecuador) . ing the U .• S. the U. States. . .  � ::! ;: Quito . . . • • • • • • •  do. . . . .  and foreign ... g. :,:  Payta • • • • . . •  (Peru) . . . .  postage • • • • • .  

Lambayeque • • .  do . • • • • •  

Huanchaco • • . . do • • • • • •  

Casma •••• • • • • •  do • • • • • •  

Huacho • • • • • • •  do • • • • • •  

Callao • • • • • • • . .  do • • • • • •  

Lima • • . • • • • • •  do . • • • • •  

Pisco • • • • • • • • .  do . • • • • •  

Islay • • . . • • • • • •  do • • • • • .  

Arica • . • • . • • • .  do • • • • • •  

Iquique . • • • • • .  do . • • • • .  

Cobijn • • • •  (Bolivia) • • • •  

La Paez . • • • • • .  do . . . . . .  
Copiapo • • • • •  (Chili) • • • •  

Huasco • • • • • • •  do . • • • • •  

Coquimbo . • • • •  do • • • • • •  
Valparaiso . • . .  do • • • • . •  

St. Iago .• • • • • •  do • • • • • • 

these cities and 
f On letters from l 

25 cents on let- towns, the Brit-

{ - i:. 

• 

ters received ; I ish postage must I Ji ·o; rn 
being the U.S. �e pre-paid there, � � ::)  postage only.. and the U. States ) 4 cents cu c ., 

postage of 25 cts. ..::> �-:! 
per single rate � ii: .5 
must be collect- 'i 'i 
at the office o 
delivery • • • • • • • •  

not over 3,000 
Canada,New Brunswick, miles,from the 

) IO cents-when l 
Cape Breton, Nova line of cross-
Scotia, and Newfot1nd- ing; 
land, �.- given in first 1 15 cents-where 
table of domestic pos,t- distance ex- I 
11ges • • • • • • •  ·� . . • . • • • ce.eds 3,000 1 1 

miles . . . • • • • • •  

Pre-payment op
tional m either 
country . • . • . . . •  

N. B. All letters to and from Foreign Countries (the British North American 
provinces excepted) are to be chnrged with single rate of postage, if not exceeding 
the weight of half an ounce ; double rate, if exceeding half an ounce, but not ex
ceeding an ounce ; quadruple rate, if exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding two 
ounces, and so on, chnrging two rates for every ounce or fractional part of an ounce, 
over the first ounce. 

SEc. 147. Newspapers.-Between the United States and Great 
Britain, the United States postage on each newspaper is two cents, 
which m ust be collected whether the paper. is sent or received. In 
like manner, the British office collects its portion, also, of two cents 

Figure 56 !U. (P. L. & R.) 

Again referring to the above ' ' Section 151 . ' '  The latter part of these 
instructions refers to incoming foreign mail, if the letter is paid to mark it 
' ' Paid ' '  in red ink, if unpaid to mark it in black ink showing the entire amount 
of postage to be collected. 

Attention is called to the rating of letters to Panama, Figure 56 P, also 
the instructions regarding ' ' Ship letters ' '  sent from this country in ' ' private 
vessels, ' '  on which the postage is only the inland rate to be prepaid to the port 
of sailing. 
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per ne wspap�r. Thus, �ou�h such pa.per c omes, as it sho�l� do, 
marked- " paid," there is still the United States postage of two 
<;ents to be collected of the receiver. If the newspaper, however, 
hus passed, or  is to pass, in transit through Great Britain from or 
to some other foreign country, then the sum; in each instance, to be 
t.: ollectecl here, isfour cents-two United States and two B ritish. 

S Ec.  148. Newspapers and periodicals to foreign countries ( par
t i cularly to the continent of Europe )  must be sent in narrow bands, 
open at the sides or end ; otherwise they are chargeable. there with 
letter postage. 

S Ec. 149. Pcriod·icals.-Periodical works and pamphlets are 
not  ent itled to transit conveyaqce - through the .United Kingdom ol 
Great Britai n and Ireland, but they may be sent from the United 
States to the U nited Kingdom, and vice versa, at two cents of 
\J nited States postage each, if they <lo not exceed two ?i.utCes in 
weight ; am! at four cents per ounce, or fraction or an ounce, 
when they exceed that weight, to be collected in  all cases in the 
Unitecl States ; and the same will be subject to an additional l ike  
charge i n  the United. Kingdom. Un<ler the ppstal treaty w ith 
Great Britain, however, no pam phlet can be sent exceeding eiglh. 
ounces in weight, and no periodical weighing over sixteen ounces 
When sent to, or received from foreign countries, witlwut passing 
through the United Kingdom, they w ill be chargeable with the  
regular U nite<l States rates, to be prepaid when sent, and collected 
when rec:eive<l ; an<l the weigh t ,  according to aCt of Congress of 
3d March, 1851 , must not ex�cd thirty�two ounces. 

SEc.  1 50. Dead Matter.-All British :in<l foreign J.!:tters, np<l a l l  
_t;Jre·ign newspapers remaining on hand , refused or not  called for 

are t o  be returned b y  the postmasters, as <lead letters a n d  news· 
papers, to the General Post Office, un<ler address to the Th i rd 
Assistant Postinaster General, separately from all ()ther letters. 
This is necessary to enable th e United S tates post office to recla im 
1 he amount with which it stands debited upon each letter and n e w s  
paper. 

SEc. 151 .  Directions to the Exchange Q(fir;es, under the .Un ited 
States and British Postal Treaty, how to postmdrk.-'I'he exchange 
o ffice$ of the two countries, in mailing ·to each other, are to post 
mark the letter, riot with the entire postage, but with the credit •i nd 
debit portions of it only ; if a paid letter, with th� nedit amount 
in favor of the other country, i n  red ink, and with a " paid" sta m p  
in  same color ; if unpaiJ , with the debit - amount against the othe.r 
1�ountry, in black ink. But before -the exchange ofliee receiving 
such letter, del i vers i t ,  or mails i t.i l o  the i n t erior, it .  j ,;  lo re-sla!l') p  

Figure 56 N. (P. L .  & R.) 
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Mail addressed to the " Sandwich Islands, China and New South Wales" 

was sent from San Francisco by ' ' private vessels ' '  hence such were outbound 
' ' Ship letters, ' '  requiring postage only to be prepaid to San Francisco. . . 

Referring to the table of rates, Figure 56 E, the postage to Great Britam 
is listed as 24 cents, prepayment optional, but from California or Oregon the 
rate was 29 cents. 
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the letter with its own· office stamp, in  all cases, and with the 
" paid" stamp in red ink, if paid· ;  if unpaid, with the amount, in 
black, of the entire postage to be collected. 

NoTE.-California and Oregon, as parts of the United States, 
nre embraced in the ta ble of domestic postages. Letters to any 
places therein, (the d istance being over 3,000 m iles) are six cents 
prepaid per rate, and ten cents unpaid. On newspapers and other 
printed matter, the domestic rates also appl_r: 

B ut to Chagres and Panama (foreign) the letter postage must be 
rated . under that clause i n  the law specifying lette�s to be " con
veyed wholly or in part by sea, and to or from a foreign country." 
The single-letter postage td Chagres, Panama, and other such 
places, is ten cents, if the distance from the mailing office is  u nder 
2,500 miles, and twenty cents if the <listance is over 2 ,500 m i les ; 
in both cases to be prepaid when the letter is sent from, and col
lected. when recei\·ed in, the United S tates. To either of these 
places, from New York, the distance exceeds 2,500 miles ; from all 
the southern ports the distance is less than 2,500 miles. 

Ship Lctters.-Letters sent from the United States to  foreign 
countries by private vessels, are chargeable with inlan<l postage, 
which must be prepaid from the mailing office to the port of sail
ing. The Postmas_ter of San Francisco is speci ally instructed to 
make up and despatch such mails to the Sandwich Islands, China 
and New South Wales. 

CHAPTER 1 9. 

Delivery of Letters. 
SEc.  1 52. The persons entitled to letters recei\·ed by ma il , are 

those whose names are in the ad<lress. 
SEc.  1 53. The delivery should be either to the person address

ed, or according to his onler. The order is, in some cases, im
pl ied, as where a person is in the habit of receiving his letters 
through his son, clerk, or servant, and of recogn ising the <lel ivery 
to him. 

SEc.  154. If  a letter appear to be of value, it  will be safest to 
require a written order for its delivery to the person calling, if he 
be not the person addressed. 

SEc.  155. A l etter addressed to a firm, may be delivered to any 
member of the firm ; if addressed to several persons, it may be de
livered to any one of tJ1em . 

7• 
Figure 56 P. ( P. L. & R.) 

Regarding letters to France, prior to April 1st, 1857 we had no definite 

postal treaty with the French nation. In forwarding a letter from this country, 
on·e could not prepay the postage to the ultimate destination of the letter and 
vica versa. Prior to April 1st, 1857, we find three principal prepayments of 
postages, viz . , 5c, 20e and 21c. 
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CHAPTER 51. 

Miscellaneous. 

As the ·articles embraced in the following chapters were adopted 
after the prece<ling chapters had been put to press, no reference i ,, 
made to them in the Index. 

S E C .  39 1 .  Foreign postages not noted in the geneYal table :
To B uenos Ayres, or any other part of the A rgentine Republic, 

via Falmouth, England, single rate, 45 cents, to be prep .id. . 
To M ontevideo by same route, single rate 83 cents, to be prepaid . 
To Venezuela, 45 cent�, to be prepaid. . 
S Ec. 392. Explanator,:y. On newspapers to the West Indies, 

( not British,) and places on the Spanish main, where the United 
States mail steamers ·<lo not touch, Hie posfage-w/tich must be 
pr�paid-is six instead of four cent3 each-·the British postage 
alone bein� four cents. 

SEc. 393 . .l/.ll unpaid newspapers, pamphlets, and otlier printed 
matter, mailed in any forei�n country, and received at .any Post 
office in the United States, wh:.ch may be refused, or can�ot be 
delivered as addresse<l , must be returned to the De ·)artme1t a.s dead . - ' . 
mattc:-m the same manner, and l \nder the same general . regula-
tions as apply to the return of <lea I letters, ancl should be ad
dressed· to the Third .l/.ssistant Postmaster General. 

SEc. 394. No Postmaster, Assistant Postmaster, or clerk em
ployed i 1. a Post Office, can h old a mail contract or be concerned 
in carrying the mail.-.f/ct of 1825, sec. 42. (lerSee also act of 
1 836, sec. 26, p. 44 of the Laws-to which the suecial attention of 
Postmasters and their clerks is directed.<%Jf) 

� 

SEc.  395. It is forbidden that any person be employed as as
s istant or clerk in any Post office, or as a mail carri ·�r, who shall 
be at the time when he subscribes th ! required oath of offic·e, less 
than sixteen years old. 

Figure 56 Q.. (P. L. & R.) 
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In early 1857 the first real Postal Treaty was concluded with France and 
this new treaty went into effect on April 1st , 1857. After that date, mail from 
the United States could be sent fully prepaid to its ultimate destination in 
France. 

Therefore in studying the French rates and postal markings on covers of 
the period 1851 to 1862, the period must be divided into two parts, viz., ( 1 )  
prior t o April 1st , 1857, and (2 ) s ubsequent to April 1st , 1857. 

THE FRENCH NoN-TtmATY PERIOD 
We will first discuss the non-treaty period, and the three principal prepay

ments of postags mentioned above. 
Five Cents Postage. Figure 56 l1 illustrates a cover with 5c postage. This 

is not a " rate " to France but merely the fJ .  S. inland postage to the ship 
destined to carry the letter to France. At the time the U. S. Post Office 
turned the letter over to the ship, we were entirely thru with its passage. Such 
mail was carried by British ships and it went via Great Britain to France. 
France had to pay the British for the sea carriage and France had to be paid 
for her inland rate, hence both were collected from the addressee on delivery. 
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CHAPTER 48. 
Forwarding and recriving foreign Jt[ai/1. 

, 
St::c.  338. For the mails to and from EuroJlf', and coun1ril'$ 

beyoud, the proper offices 'Of <lespat-ch and rect>ipt are J\'tw York 
a n d  Bostnn. U nder the postal treaty ht-tween the United States 
and G 1eat Britain, the ex<'hange of ma ils is as follows, viz : 

Between London any B oston, by· way of Liverpool and Boston d i rect , an<l also by way of Lh·erpool and New York. 
Between Lon<lon an<l New York, by way of Lherpool and 

New York d i rt>et, and all'o by way of Li,·erpool and Boston. 
Between L i \-erpoo) an<l Boston<l i rect,  rind aJso by wayofNew Y 01k. 
Between L iverpool an<l New York <li�ct, ancJ also by wny ol 

Boston .  
B et ween London and N�w York, by way of Southampton. 
Between Southampton and New York d i rect. 
SEc. 339. F0r t he mails lo an<l from Southampton, in Eng-

land,  Havre, in Fn.nce, ancl Bremen, in Germany; (by the Bremen 
and H a vre J i nes of  United States ma il  steamships,) New York is 
the reguhir office of d�spnt<!h and receipt� 

S E c. 340. For the mails t o' rind  froirr the West Indies, Mexico, 
foreign po;ts or points in the Gu1f o f  Mexico, and placl's on the 
At 1 antic and Pnci fie consts of South A meriea, JVho Yorlc, Charles
ton, Savannah, New ( rleans, San Froncisco, .Monterey a nd San 
Diego are the offices of despatch and receipt. The m ails for the 
South  Paci fie <l re  sent  by the offices last nam<•tl, in st>ale<l bai:rs to 
the Uni ted States Consul at Pan nma ; ancl t hose for the 0 1 ber 
foreign places na med in t his sec t ion , fire seht hy the same ofHces 
in se;1led bags to the U n i te<l S tates Co nsul at Kings1on,  Jamaica, 
throu gh the a�<'n�y of the Unitt><l Stat-es Consul at HaYnnn. 

S E c .  34 1 .  Un der the United St ates and Canada postal arrange
ment, the following are the exchange offices, Yiz : 

On the side ef tke U.. States,_ at ._ On the side of l'anada, at 
Sa ult  St. :Mary, - M ich. �:snult St. Mary, 
Port Huron, do. Port Sarnia, 
Detroit, • do. \V indsor, 

Buffalo, • N. Y� Hamilton, By· through bags. 
Toronto, � 
Qu�enston, 

Black Rock, • do. Waterloo, 
9 

Figure :>6 R. (P. L. & R.) 
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On the side of tlw U. States, al Oii th. sidt ef C(}.nada, at 
Lewiston, N. Y. Queenston , 
You n gstown, .. do. N i a gara, 
Rochester, do. Coburg, by steamer in :rnmmer. 
Cape Vincent; do. Kingston� SackeUs' Harbor, do. � Kings ti>t', do. Oswego, do. 5 '-
Morrist own, do. Brockville, 
Ogdensburgh, do. Prescott-, 
Fort Covington, do. Dundee, 
White Hall, do. } 
Plattsburgh , • do. St. John •s, Rouse's Point, do. 
B urlington, • • Vt. 
Derby Line, do. Stanstead, 
Swanton, no. Phillipsburg', 
Albany, - N. Y. � Toront o, ! 
New York, do. Kingston, By through bags. 
Boston, - Mass. Montreal, 

SEc. 342. tJncler the postal arrangement between the Unite<l 
States and New Brunswick, C:ipe Breton ,  No\•a Scotia, and New
foundland, the follow ing are the oflices of cxchang1', ,·jz : 
On the side nfthe U. States, at On the side nf .New B,.unswick, 

Sfc. ,  at 
Robbinston, Maine. I S t. Andtew's, - • N. B .  
Calais, do. St. Stephen's, - do. 
Houl ton , do. \Voodstock, - • do. 

S E.c.  343. Under these arr:in gements with Canada and New 
Brunsw ick, the respective United States exchange offices are 
requ ired to sta mp " U. States" on all letters sent into any of the 
Bri tish North Ameri can Provinces, as ahove ; and to ·mark a l l  
paid letters reccivc<l from the said provinces with the wore] "PA m" 
and the ful l  amount of the United S tates and provincial  postage 
paid thereon , both in red inlc, aQU to mm k all the unpaid letters from 
said provinces in black ink, ,,""1 the full amount of the U uitecl 
States and provincial postages due thereon. They are also to post· 
bill in due form (blanks bei n g specially prepared for the purpose ) 
and to keep an nccount of these mails sepl[rately from their orc.l i 
nary returns, which accounts they nre to transmit m onth ly to the 
Auditor for the Post Office Department . 

S.s:c. 344. Postmastera will be allowed " oompensation of seven 
per cent. on the poataa-ell •f letters, &o. ,  reeeivecl fr•m the .Sritiah 

Figure 56 S. (P_. L. & R.) 

i··--·· - ·- -- - - ·· · -J -- ··· - - - -- -·-· -o--· � - � ·  
S i,:c. 374. Postage stamps may be used i n  pre-pay ment of 

p ostage on letters . to foreign countries, in all cases where such 
pre- payment can be macle in money. 

SEc. 375. �hen letters to foreign coun tries are pre- pa id by stamps, the mail mg Postmaster sh ould cancel the stamps, and be careful to rate and mark the letters with red ink, as if pre · paid in money. <::'.' ... .., �"?� 4. O"cf-n,, ..., eo t o  .. m 'lo u  n nt r0-f1 1�P tn rn � l l  n n d  fnr\\·� rd a 

Figure 56 'I'. (P. J,, & R.) 

33-5 
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Figure 56 UH. 
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N .y. 
S H I P  G 

Fig·ure ;;u UC. 

Twenty Cents Postage. Figure 56 V illustrates a cover with 20c prepaid. 
This rate applied to letters which were forwarded direct to France (without 
passing thru Great Britain) ,  "Via the Havre Line, ' '  by American Steam 
Packets. Such mail was generally landed at Havre but it could be delivered 
at any other French port. From the French port to its destination the addressee 
had to pay the French inland postage on delivery. 

Twenty-One Cents Postage. Figure 56 W illustrates a cover with 21c 
prepaid. This rate applied to letters forwarded by U. S. Steam Packets or the 
first ship to sail regardless of registry. 'fhe sea carriage was paid by the U. S. 
Post Office Department, and the French inland postage was collected from 
thr. addressee. 
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· Fig;ure 5G '"· 

If the letter was from California or Oregon, 5c had to be added making 26c 
the prepayment required. Th is rate accounts for covers we note with 26c in 
postage paid from California points ( Prior to April 1, 1857 ) .  

During the non-treaty period, tht> above three payments of postage are 
the ones generally found on covers to France. Covers with 5c postage are by 
far the most common and those with 2 l c are apparently much scarcer than the 
20c rates. Covers of the lattrr part of the non-treaty period may show different 
, prepayments t h a n  the three l isted above. For example I have a record of a 

cover mailed from New Orleans on July 7th, 1856 with a payment of 32c in 
postage. It is addressed to Nantes, France and went via Bostop. 

The following from the 1855 e( l ition of thr P. h & R .  explains the above 
rate : 

"Havre ( France ) or any other port or place on the Coast of France·, Germany, 
or any port or place in Europe wh ere the United States Stea m Packets touch, ( Great 
Britain and Ireland excepted by the Havre Line-20 cents-U. S. postage-prepay
ment required. This pays to Havre only. Newspapers 2 cents each, prepayment 
required. Letters of the weight of � oz. and under, by the Havre Line are subj ect 

Fig·ure 56 X, 
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lt.,iµ;11l"IC 5 6  Y. 

in France, to an additional postage of 3 0 centimes ( 6 cents ) if destined to Havre ; 
and 60 centimes ( 1 2  cents ) if destined to any other part of France or Algeria. 
These rates are respectively doubled on letters over 14 oz. and not over 1h oz. an 
additional rate being charged for each additional 14, oz. or fraction thereof ." 

Thus the prepaid rate of 32c on the above letter is explained, 20c to 
Havre and 12c to Nantes. 

Covers of the pre-treaty period showing prepayments of other than 5c, 20c 
and 21c are quite scarce and I will greatly appreciate seeing any such items. 

Again referring to the cover, Figure 56 U. On the face of this is what ap
pears to be a manuscript " 96. " See tracing "G, "  on .F'igure 56 U A. This is 
not a ' '  96 '' but it is the French Domestic postage due marking of ' '  26, ' '  the 
first figure being a " 2 "  and not a " 9. "  See Figure 56 U B for the equiva
lents of our figures 1 to 1 6. 

Fi�·ure- 56 z .  
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Fig·u1·e 5 6  A.A. 

In :F'rench money .t h i s  mark�ng indicated ' '  26 d<::cimes. ' '  As a French 
decime was 1/10 of a franc, or a pproximately t h P  eq u ivalent i n  our money at 
that t i me of almost 2 cents, t h e  French amount t h a t  was dne on t h is letter was 
26x.0185 or a l ittle over 48c i n  our money. T h us t h is l etter cost the addressor 
and the addressee approximately 53c from P roYi dence, R. I .  to Paris, France. 

F igure 56 V illustrates a F renc h clne mark i n g \\· h i  ch l ooks l i ke " 19 , "  but 
which in reali ty is ' '  12 ' '  or 12 clec i mPs, a p proxima tel ,v 22c in our money at that 
period. Thus th e tota l posta ge on t h is lrtter a m onn t<'cl to 42c. 

The cover, l<' igure 56 \V, sh ows t he .B' ren c l i  clne ita r k i ng as a h andstamp 
and fa lli ng on t h e  lOc stamp At left .  I t  j,.,  " 8 "  or " 8  decimes, " ( See tracing 
" C, "  F igure 56 TI A )  or a p p ro x irna tc' I .'· H ie .  s ! i m1· i n g  a total postage on this 
letter of 36c. 

'J . -r I '> . , 

F i ;  .. :; nre :i.H R B .  

':l : c,}e :.;, 
�'et, er·.v· 
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POS T A G E S  TO F O R E IG N  C O U N T R I E S .  

C H A P T E R  I X .  
Sac. 124.-POST.8GES TO FOREIGN CO UNTRIES. 

The Aflerist (*) indicates that in cn:itii where it is prctiJ:cd prcpaywem LI optional ; in all other 
ca.s. prepayment ia required. 

IU,Tll:I or IUTl.11 or 
l'llllT.t.Ull: nM l'OllT•OI. o" 

Lli:'l'Tli:Rll, PIUMTl!D 

C O U N T R I E S .  

CeidJ. C:t'11b. L't'nh. Cn1h. 
Acapulco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , • • •  , • •  • • • • • • • • • • � � 1 
Aden, BritiRh mllil1 via :::k>u1hiunplon • • • . • • • • • •  , . • • • . • • • • • • •  , • • • • • •  • • • • • •  ;o 4 

do. do. via Manteille• . • . •  , . . . . . •  , . . • • . •  • • •  • . . • •  , , • • •  ,, , • , . , • . 39 45 8 
do. Frr.nch 

m
ail • . •  , , , • , • • •  , , • •  , • • • • • . •  , • , , • , , • , • • • • • • • • • • • •  , , , • , • , . 3U 60 

Africa, (\Vc11t COMI,) Britilh 1ni1il . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  45 
AJeiandceu.11.1 rrus11ian clo11ed rnllil • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  , • , , • • • • • • • . .  • • • • • • • • 10 do. l-'rench mail • • • . • • • . . • . • • • . • • • • • • • • . •  , • • • • •  , • • • .  , • , • • • • • • • •30 •60 

dll. open mwl, via J:;ni;laml1 by Ami:ricau packet • • • • • • •  , . . . . . . .  2l 
do. do. do. by Urili.;h packet, . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . .  � 

Aleiandria, rrupian closed mail • • . . • • • . • • • •  , • • • . . • • • . • • • . .  , , • • • • • • • • • . . •:J8 
do. l-'rench m11il . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •30 •w 
do. 0�11 mail, via England, by Anll'rican pArkl:!t. . . . . . . . .  •• •• . .  . .  21 

Alae�f�. French d;:;nil . . . . . . . ��� . . . . . .  �� .��·.��1.1. �.k.�t.'.'.'." '. '. : :  '. '. : : :  '. : : : : : : •Js .:: 
Altom.i, Pru1111i11n clo:lf"d mnil , , ,  • • .  ,, • • • • . • . • . . . . •  , • . • . • •  , , . ,  •• , . , . , , . , •• •J3 �:: :l,r-���m��if.'. ����·-��:� -�-�i.I: : : : : : : : : :  : :  : .' :  :: : :: :; : : :: .' .'.': : :  :: : : .if :;; A11tlvllri, rru1J11iun clOl!ed moil. . • . • . • • • • •  , . , ,  • • •  , . , . ,  • • • • • •  , . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40 Af::.i�, lJrit�!I, mail , :�: �O�!�J7::1!���:::::: : ::·::.:: : : :  : : : : : : : : : : : : ·.::::: � � 
A.itctnelon, via En1l11nd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  , , . . . . .  , .. , . 33 
Alpinw11U1 for diltuncea not exceeding 12,500 milc11 • . • . • • • • .  , ,, • • •  , • .  , • •  •• 10 

do. do. e1ceedin1 do. •. . . .  . . . . .  . . .  . .  . . . . .  . . .  20 
Au���ua, Drit�:.wail, �: :��!���r���::::::::.:·.::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  39 : 

do. by private 11hip1 from N!:!W York or Doston . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  S 
Jo. F1ench mail • •  :. •• , • • . • • . • . • . . . • . . . • . • • • • • •  , • . • • . • . • • • • . . • . • . . . 30 60 
do. b)' Brerul:!n or Hamburg m11il, via Mo.l'lleille11 and Suez. . . . . . . . . .  50 102 
do. do. do. Yia Trie11te. • • . • . . .  • . • . . • . . . . • • . • . SS 

Auetri& and it1 8tateti1 Pruuian cloted mail . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  •:Jl �:: �:: �e��rhm�:if.r.�1-��
1
·b·�:!.�.��:: : : : : : : : : : : : ::: :::::: -27 :� 

:;���� '?i:1��f i�!l!i�·:a
�:�;.��-�-�.1::: ·:: ·:::::::: .: : : : : : : : : : : ; : : : : : : : :5 

do. French ma.ii . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  921 *ti 
B�!.v

ia, llritiJ:.mail1 �!�i=�I��.��: : : : : ·.'.'.'. : : : : : : : : ; : : : : :: : : : : : : : :: : 39 � 
do. French ma.II . . . . . . . , . , , , . . .  , . . . . .  , . . .  , , . , , . , , , . , , , , . , . . . . . . . . . 30 60 

Bavaria, Prullllian clo.ed mail; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , • . •  , . , . , , , , , ,  • • . • • •  , •JO 

��: �re��m��f.
r
.��.���.����·.::·::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  921 =�� 

Belrium, F1tncb m3.il • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  , • •  , • • • • •  , • • • • • • • • • �I •@ 
do. open mail, via London, by American packet • • •  , , . , ,  • • • •  , • • •  , , . . 21 
do. do. do. by Uriti1h packet . . . . . . . .  ,, . . .  , , , . . . . . .  � 

Bel1rade, do. do. by American packet • • • • .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 
do. du. do. by Oriti.ab packet • • • • •  , • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • � 

s70�ut, ;��igi'm��.e.�.°:�".".".".".".'.".".".'.'.':::: '. :: : : :: : :: :: : : : : ::: : ::: : : : •!JO ::g 
Boaota, New Grnnada. • • •  • • •• •• • • . • • • . . . . . . . . . .  •• .. • •• •• • • • •• • . . . .  • • . . .  1 8  
Bolivia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . .  34 
eo:;i:o, Dritill�0�nil

,
�io��T!��: ::::::: :::::: ; : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  39 � 

do. Prtnch mllll. . . .  • . • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 30 80 

• • • 10 
louca!�n,Britid�.outil1 ��

h
e'illt.���:::'.: : : : ;.'.".'.":.".',','.::: : : : : : : : : : : : :  :it � 1g 

Figure 56 CC. (P. L. & It.) 

The variation in the French Due Markings is a rather complicated subject 
which would require too much space to explain in this chapter. To those of 
my readers who are interested in the subject I refer them to a very fine article 
by Mr. Manuel Hahn entitled ' ' The French Postage-Due Markings on Letters 
from the U. S. 1848 to 1857, and their Background. "  This was a paper read 
before the Third American Phi l a telic Congress and copies may be obtained 
upon application to Mr. Ralph A. Kimble, Editor of The American Philatelist. 

Figure 56 X illustrates a cover to France from New Orleans in January 
1857. This has the French due marking of " 16 <lecimes " and also two markings 
of " G. B. 1 F 60 C. " See tracing " J, "  Figure 56 U A .  

Regarding these particular markings, i t h a s  been stated they were applied 
by "Great Britain 's Exchange Office instead of in France, ' '  but Mr. Hahn 
stated in a recent letter to me : 
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R E G U L A T I O N S .  

The Astcri�k (•) indicate• that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment ii optional ; in all 01her 
cues prepa)'ment is requned. 

P O S T A G E S  TO F O R E I G N  C O U N T R I E S .  57 

••Tll or JUTES or 
POST.iOI OM •0::i���:" I RATF.s or 11.ATt:s or 

l'f/l'T.\fH: (JS rosT.HH: 01' 
LETT.us. •• naa. 

C O U N T R I E S .  

____________________ , __ -- -- --Ctnh. Ccnh. Cent.. Cents. 
Bourbon, French mail.,., • • , ••••• • , •• , • , • •  , •••• , • , • • •  • • •  , , . . .  , • •  , , , • • • • •30 "60 • • 

�;:ri'��·i:E::::�t�'-��.1;.0.�_-,·.:'.:·.:·::::::::::: ::::: ::: :::::: : :::::::: • �g : Dre men, Prus1ian closed mail . . . . . . ... . .. .... , • , , • , . . . . . .  , • , • , , . .  , , , , , .  • , • •30 6 
do. ffremt!n mail . .. . . , , • , • , . . . . . . .  , , , • , . . .  , , , , • , , . . .  , , ••• , •• , , , , , • • • 10 3 
d1>. Hornburg mail . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . , , , , , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  • •15 
do. French mail . . . . . . . .  ,, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *21 ·� 

Brithoh North American l'rovince!I, when di11umce doe• not eJCeed 31000 
mile9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Rritish North Am�ric:m Prul·ioces, when Jisiance does exceed 3,000 mUes. 
B1un1<n·ick1 Pr11�s1an 111:111 . . . . ... .. , . . . .  , . . . .  , • •  , .. .. . , . . . . . . . . .  , , . .. , , , , ��: �.);e�!��,��1f.r. ��':'1.���� .n_i.

n
.
i
� :: : : : : : :: : :: : ::::: :::: : ::::: : ::: *21 

Bue11;1\'Cntura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : .. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .  
Buen� Ayre,., via F.n,!rlnnrl. ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . .  , . . . . . .  , , . . . .  , . . . . , . .  
Caiffa, Pru;;i;:iau clo,.ed mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . , . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . .  . 
Cauada-.see lJrili.1.h 1\'orlh �mcrican Prol•in,;t1. 
i:an:uy lslau!ls1 via En;tand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , .. , , • , • , , .. , 
t;andia, Pru�siau clu�cd mail . . . .  , . ,  • •  , .. . . . . .  , , . , , . , . . .. , . . . .. . .. . , . .. . , 
do. open mail, \·ia J.ondon, by At��rican 1rack1tl • • • • • • • • • • •  , • • • •  , • , , , , 
do. do. ilo. by Dn11sh packet • • • •  , , . , • • • • • •  , , ,  • • • • • • •  

C11nea, l'ru!ll'inn clo�c1! 111:ul, . • • . . . •  , . . . . .  , • , • •  , , . . . . .  , , • , . . . . . . . .  , , ... , • 
Gape of Good IJO�l', via �:ui:;lnnd, . . .  , . . .  , • , , . . . . . .  , , . . . . . . . .  , , • , ,  . , . . . . , §:ri:1:;P.����1�. ��!�.·'.��' . . . .  �� .. . . . " ·:::::·:::. ·:::::::.:: : : ::: : : : : : '. : : : : : :: : : 
Ceylon, open mail, via J.011d1m, by American pRcket . • . • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • •  :�: Frei:��;; mail , . , �.(:· • • .  , . -��.l��i.

t
��1.1.����'.·�:: : '. : : : : : '. : : : :  : : '.: :: : : : :  a(> �hagre1, {New Gra11atlR,) for tl1sta11Cell not excP.erling: 21500 milt:d . • •  , . ,, • •  :'I�� .. . . , ' ,  . •  , . , 0d0� .. , • • • •  , , . , ,  1,I�: , . , ' ,  .e.�����'.�� . . . . . . . . ��: . .  , .:: :: : : : : : 

:'
J
'
�
·

"' {t;IC�pl ��:11g.Kuug,) Drit��- lllAil, �:: �������'.��:::::::::::::: : i I.lo. do. do. by i:ircm�n or Hamburc mail, 
v1:1 Tnci:1e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . do. do. do. 

•JO 
•15 
•:JU 
•15 ... 
18 
45 <O 
.. 

'40 
21 
5 . .., 33 &.; 34 

21 
5 60 

IO 20 :w 33 ... 
55 

by Bremen �r Hamburg mnil, vio. Marse11leii and Suez., . . . .  40 7-l 
do. do. Frt�nch mail . , . ,  • . . •  , . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . .  , . , . . . .  30 60 
do. hy m:iil to !"an Francisco, thence bJ' private ship • •• • , ,  • • • • • •  , ,  • •  ,, 10 

::011&tan1inoplc1 PrusFian dosed mo.ii . . . . .. . .. . , . . . . . . . . . . .  , • • • • • • .  , ,  • • •  , . *40 
do. Fr1·nch mail. , . . . . . . . , ; . . . . . . .. .  , , . . . . . . . . . .  , , . .  , .. , • , . .  •30 *60 
do. by JlrP.men or tl;unhurg mail . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � . .  •33 
1fn. oiwn mail, via London, hy Amerkan 1�1cket., , ,  • • •  , ,, , ,, , 21 

�orfu,
11
f.';u,.�iRn clo���·mail • . . • ��: • • • • .  �!. ?.r.i�i��-�;�.���.' .' .'.' : : : : :: :: ::: : •:� 

dtJ. French mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . • • .  , • . . . . . . . .  , • • . . . . . .  , . , , • , , , 27 S4 
dtJ. b�· Brl'mcn or II am burg mail . . . • • • . . . . •  , . • •. .  , . , . ,  . . ... . . . . . . . . . .  , :JO 

.'j!a, wheud��tance �! ���;c�Jecd 2,5°3�'.iiles:: :: : :: :: : : :: : ::: : : : ;;: :  �� 
:
u
:d�r.

1
v
e
n, i�;

u
,�;��::r-��-��

e
(��1'1��u"rg';1;�ii : : : : :  : : : :: : :: : : :: .': ;;:; :: ::: : :: :: :fJ 

dn. Frend1 111:11\ • , • , • • • • • • • • • • • • •  , .. , , • • • •  , , . . . . . . . . .  , . . .  . .  • • • . . •21 *42 
>ord::��

l
les, :::���i�������?.�:�i� '. '. : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : :: :: : :: :: :: : : : : : :: '. •3() ::� 

>enmark, Pr11!'sia11 closed mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . , , , . . . .  •35 
do. hy llrcmcu or llamhurg mail . . .  , . , . ,  . . . , . . .  , . . .  , , ,  • .  , . . .  , , . . . .  •27 
do, l-'r1>11ch mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , , ,  • • • •  •21 •54 

h1r.1iY.<t. Pruse;ittn clo!'{'J ma.ii. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40 
:a:1t lntl1l'>', open mail, via l.ontlon, by A_mcricnn 11acket • • • • . • . . •  , . • •  , , , , 21 ��: Pro1!��an rle>!ted ��i1,· ,,i:;.�p::�'�.:.:.k.�t.'.':::::.".'.'.'.'.".': : : : : :  7� 

do. t �:nJ!lt:-h Po:<!lrssi•ms,) l'ru:;:<i:m. clo!<r.d �1ail, vi1t Tri�stt'. . . , . .  313 
do. liy Brrml'n or Uambur";! mail, \'.1a �lar.:c1lle;; and 8uez.. . .  . . . . 40 a 
do. Jo, I.Iv. \·1a 'frk�tc , , , . , . ,  , , , , , , , , ., . . .  , 64 

4 . 6 4 4 6 4 4 6 8 8 

6 " B 
13 
10 

Figure a6 DD. 
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""''' (mep1 Almnds••,) Dnt"h m.,I, v>a Southompton.. . . .. . . . . . .  · :i.i 0 . 1 
JLd l,JL .. E •• ,j��������f����e\\-'./>:��::: � ·� :. - I Faynl-sce Jfrore1 lslanrU. t'rall<'C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  •15 ·:� 
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r
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ort, ������:�1::;;d·�;;ii:::: .'.' :�: '. : : : :  : :  : : : : : : :  : : : : :  : : :  :: : : : : : : : : 
•
:!! =� 

(;�1
1
i��·

, ��������;�������:�·:��� :: :: :::::::: :::: ::: : : : :: : : : : :: :: : : : : :�� 
do. open mail, via London, by American prickct. . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  • . . .  . . . .  :'IO g� 

r.�0iPou, r�7;..i:in elose�0�nil.��.�r:�i.s!'. :..c.��� ::: : : : :: :: : ::: ::;:::: : :  : ,4� 
nn��ia, vr;E�;1:

:
t1::: :: ::::: ::::. :-. -.·:::::::.: :: ::: : : : ::: : :: ::: : : :  :: :. •30 ·� 

German 8tates, Prnssinn clo�ed m11il . , . . . . . . . . , . , . , . . , , . . . . . , . • . .  , , , . .  , . ,30 
f:ihral�n�: Frcncf1

e
�n��f�.���s.l�

i
·�'.), F���.e.1'. ���'.

1.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.':: :: : '. :  : : :  : '. : : :  '. : :  ·�: 'j3 
r.r��: 

Bri�:�?n�::�l:�:�.��1'.�:1: -��- .��:1��1'..�'.��k1:����·:':':':': :':: : : : : : : : :: : : 2
� 

Grr.r-ce. Pru!ll'ian clo;e<l mail . .. . .. .. .. .. .. • . • . , , . . . . . .  , . . . . . . .  , .. . .�J 
do. ' French mnil . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . • • . . • . .  . . . .  . .  . . . . �� *liO 
::�: �fic�

r
��f1� �i�'I 1t�::���� ::�a�;;i�i-i�;r� ·l;���l��i'. : :  .' : : · . . ' .  • • · .  • • ' ' . . ·�7 .tl'l. I.lo. d'l. li}" llritish pa('kct . . , , , , , , , , , , , , ,  .. . 5 

Jl·u���rg, ii;���':!���fl ���:1:.�i.r��.t0I:���. �.��. �:o�� . .' : : : : : :  : :  : : :: . .  , , . , . :�g tl•l. Prus<;ian closed mail . . . . . . . ,, . , . . . . , , . . . . . . . . , , . , , .. , . . . . . . .  , •:m do. Freneh mnil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  •::!\ l l:onovcr, l'ru!l!'ian cl,,.1wd mail. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ��: �:7"::1c�1
n
1��i:������ .

1
'.
1
�.
1
� :  '.'. '.'. ·. '.'.'.'.'.' .' .'.".'.'." : : � : : :  :: : : : : : .' : '. : : : :  •21 

lf:1\·,1n:1-ic� C11M. 
::�::��:1c�,0t-��;���

n
!�J .���.�'.1�.

1
����'.'.'.'.'. '.'.'. '. : : : : : .: : : : :: '. : :  '. :  � : :  :: '.: '. '. • • • • •21 -� 

I J:;�in, :�1��:i'.::il;1::����1°�.'. �� .. ����!���.����
t
.�.��.: .: .: .: : :':':' :': : : : : : : : : : : .:� 

do. hy Bremen nr Hamburg th:iil . . . . . . . . , . , . . . . . .  , , . , , . . . . . . . . . . • . . *2.'i 
1.111. f'rench mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . *27 *s.I 

Tlomtur:'ls. . . . . . . .  • • . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  • . . . • .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . •  34 6 ll•1ni: Kong, open m:1.il1 via London, by An:icrican packet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 2 ::�: Frc��h maiJ . • . .  ��: . • • • .  ��.��1•1'.�1•1.�:�.�t:::::.'.': : : : : : : : : :: : :  � 6� 2 
di'). hf Urrmen or Hamburg mail . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . , . ,  . . . .  , • • . . • , . . .  30 

lbrai:��·Frcn�:1
1
1;!T1� .

c
.I����. ��:':::::.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.' :.'.'.'.'.':: ::: : :::: : : :: : : :: : : :iJ � 10 

Jn�·:;n ..f;c11h������p;��:::.�1,;;�i·1:::::::: :: :: : ::  : :::::: : : : :·: : :::-: : :  : '. ::: : i ��g 
do. Dr' .i�h mail, via l\larseillcs . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • .. . .  7:1 

•6 l
n
��

li
, r.�����

n
n�:t-'��.�".i'.·:.::: : : : :  : : : : : : : : : : :::::·:::::: : : :: : : : ::: : :: : 30 � 

J.,,,;'" hloml•, Prn.,inn do•cd mail. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "38 6 dn. French mail. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27 �4 
* Pam11hlets a.nd periodicals 2 cents each, if not weighing over two ounces, and 4 cents an ounee .or 

fraction of an ounce if tht·y exceed two ounces1 to be collected in 1\11 cases io the Unitt'd Eltatc�. 

(P. L, & R.) 

"Regarding the "G. B. 1 Franc 6 0 "  stamps, they were applied by French Ex� 
change Offices, possibly in Great Britain. Their purpose was to establish account
ings between the British and French Exchange Offices, and they apparently had 
nothing to do or no effect on the final postage-due marking. There is no evidence 
that they were British markings or record of their having been used in Britain ."  

The marking shows ' '  1 franc 60 centimes ' '  which in those days was ap
proximately the equivalent of 30c. The " 16 decimes" was also the same 
equivalent. 

Figure 56 Y illustrates a cover with the rectangular due .marking as per 
the cover Figure 56 X, but this has " 8  decimes. " The use is January 1857. 

Figure 56 AA illustrates a double 21c rate cover, with 42c in postage 
prepaid. 

Figure 56 C illustrates a cover showing 2c postage prepaid on a circular 
to France in 1852, and Figure 56 BB a 2c circular rate in 1858. 
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The A1terlat (•) tndlcatet \bat la c .... 111Pbere I& II pfthed preparment II opdonal; ln all otbtr 
cues prepayment la reqWtt:d, 

C OUNTRIES.  

ltalr-we Sarii'"'- !Wa; Lo�y; Jf'HeM; P.,..; ,._...; P•,. Cnl.i. cm.. c.... c,.u. &ota : GM 7Wt 8itUitt. 

':n�' Bntitl4h0�a1J,;1::!:��:·::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: i : : J� �::�:nm'!.�.��-1::::::::: :::::::·.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: � .: 
Kartkal, �renp.b gm.U . . itl1 . • • . • . • . . . • • .• • · · · • ••••• • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• ••• •: -: 
��,"e�{U.:':_:�1.m;:::�fi�j·��::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 38 : do. French mall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ........ .... .  30 eo 

w.�fr'lh·�::�������:�::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .., � 
L•:0�ia, ��::��.��-'::::::::::::: :::: : : :::::: :: :: ::: : :::::::::: •!O .: 
Lom:�

d
y,���!�r�;�-���·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .m :� 

I 3 t I t I I 

L�t;:c,:;u:ear::e��=��'W.iJ·.:·.:·.:::'.:::·.:::::::::·.::::::::-.::::· :: do. French m1il . . . .  , . .  , , . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • .. • • • • • •  • • • • • · • • • · • "• · · .. l -e i L
u
n:;:,�

ur
a Gran�0�ucby, ��=�"���-�.':::::::::::::::::::::::::: -9J. :: 

do. do. by Bremen or Hamburf mall . • .  , • . • . • . ,, •••••• *SllQ 
::�4!r;'r!���':n:i.�.� ���.�?:: : : : :: : : : : : : :: : :: : ::: :: : : : :: :: : ::: :::::: -i> .: 
Malla, hlll.Jld of, open m1il, vla London, by American packet. . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 do. do. dn. do. by Britiab paclle1 . . • . . • . • . • • , .. . .  5 
do. dn. French ma.ii . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , .. •30 fl80 
do. do. l1y Bremen or fhunbnrg mo.ii .......... ...  , . . . . . . . . . . . .  , ,  30 

Mauritlut, Brh.i11b u1a.il1 viR 8oull1ampton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. � 3S 
do. do. via Mancille.. . ... . . . .. . . . .  , , , ....  . . . . .  ...... .. . .  St 45 
do. French mil.ii. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,, . . . . . . . . .... . . . .  , ......  , , , .. 30 eo 

M���co, for ::taocea �:�:r 21�:,iile. . .".".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".::: :: : : : : :  :::::::�::::: : 
Mecklenberg, (:!tliiliu and Schwerin,) Pruaian cloaetl mail .... ... � · ·""" •30 

do. do. by Bremi:n or Hambuq mail . •  , , , . � •15 
do. do. F�ench mail . • • , , , , • • • • , , . , , . , • . . .  .g:1 *4!1 

Meri:�' �:r��:���1�i���1.��.���·����:::
·
:·:
·
:·:·:::

·
:
·
::::::::::::::::::::::

:
: .� .: 

M
i
���

n
e, :.��:1�����:.����:::: : : ::: : : : : : : : : : :: : :: : : : : ::::::::::::::: ·� .:g e 

M":;.••,����;��n'.'.�'.'.'��::::: :: :: : : : : :::::::::::::::::: :::::: : : : : : :  -ii :: 
Mo�::.•ia:�;��F�:���:�::t�:=�;I:.::.-:

·:::::::::::::�::::::�::::·::::: i 
�loht<'Clll1 Britieh mo.U, V!a Bouth�mpton . . . . . ,. , , , , ••· · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • · 33 

do. do. vu1 Marsc11lc11 .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . • . • .... ••• •••• . 39 45 
dn. French m1til, . . , . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . .  30 80 ����e!:i�ei�C��:.E:f,'�����;1���-.����

:
.'
·
.'::

: ·: : 
:: : : :·::: :: :: :: : :: : : : : :: : *3> .: 

N:g;,.laoda, ���' F•���o"n':'a'i�. ��.'.'.':�.·.�-�:::::::::::::::::::::::: -iI .: -, 
do. do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail. , , . . . . . . .  , . . .  , . . . . . . . .... � 3 :�: ��: oped°o�nail, 

vid�.ontlon,:: GJ1�c��=��-��:::::::::: SiA : �:: ������:: l See BrllUfl NorlA Amtriccm Protriitca. 
Now Grllllda (empt Aspinwall, P......, BOBOll, IDd --) .... 

Figure 56 EE. 

P O S T A G E S  T O ·FO RE I GN C O U N T R I E S .  

The Atterilk (*) tndicatn th&& in c:aea wbm It ii predred, lftPIJIDflDt lt opd.01111; lD an otber 
cua prepayment ls requJred. 

(P. L. & R.) 

liTSI OP r:::::.0:11 POITJ.8S OR ralRTl:D UTTl:U, W•TTS&. 

THE FRENCH TREATY PERIOD 

The foreign rate tables from the 1 857 edition of the ' '  B.egulations and Laws 
of the Post Office Department ' '  are herewith reproduced showing pages 55 to 64 
inclusive. See Figures 56 CC, 56 DD, 56 EE, 56 FF, 56 GG and 56 HH. 

It will be noted that the rate to France was fixed at 15c per quarter ounce. 
(Figure 56 DD) ,  prepayment optiona l . 

Figure 56 GG, (page 62 ) shows a special section devoted to the rates 
between the United States and France.  It specifies wh ole postage or none was 
to be prepaid, as part payments were not recognized. 

On incoming mail from France where the " official postage entries " are in 
red ink with the irnpression " P  D, " ( See tracing " G , "  Figure 56 UC) the 
letter was to be considerPd as paid and deli Ye red to i ts destination. On the 
contrary, where the official entries were in black ' ' the ] ptter was to be considered 
as unpaid and the postage collected on delivery. ' '  
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The as1eriek t•) lndicatet that 1n- c�• wtiere il J1 preftzed, prepdiymea1 ia optional ; la all otbtr 
c:a:tet pnpayment i1 required. 

Figu1·e 5H FF. 

P O S T A G E S  TO F O R E I G N  C O U NT R I E S .  GI 

The uterillt ('") Indicate• that In case. wbere lt b prefixed, prepayment 1!1 optional ; in All other 
cue. prtpayment bi required. 

· 

l.•Tll:ll or llATU or 
)'{IBT,UIE OM POllTAOF. (I� 

LETTIRI, PRINTED 

C O U N T R I E S .  

-------------------- -- -- -- --
Cfi\11. Centi. Cenft. l.'mh. 

Turkey in Europe and Turkish h;lt1nds In the Medi.:r.rmne:in1 CICCIJt u 
herein mcnti<lllcd-· 

Pruseian clo11ell mall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Dy Bremen or llamburg mail . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • .  ,, . • • • .  , , ,  • • • •  , • • . • •  

Open mnil1 viu London, by American packet . • . • . • • • •  , , , ,  . •  , • .  , . , 
do. do. by Oritish p11cltet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Turk'• J1J11.nd . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tripoli in 8yri3, l•'rt!nch mail . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . • . .  •30 ·r���}', &:::C�':n�Wa.�� .'�.

n
�� :: :: : : : : : :  : :  ;: : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : :::  : : :  : : : : :  : : .27 

do. by Drcmcn or llamhurg mnil . . , . .  , . , , , . , ,  . . . • . •  , , . , , . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Valona, Pruuinn clOl:icd 11111il . , . ,  . . . . . . . . , • , , • , • , •• , •• , , • •  , • •  , . . . . . . . . . , 

Van Dieman'a I.aud, Briu11h ma.ii, via Southnmrnon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
do. dn. via. l'tfar11cilk1 . . . . . . . . .  • • • .  . . . . .  . . . .  . .  . � 
do. French n11Lil . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . • . . . . • . . 30 

v:s;.
a, ;����"m�W��.� �a:1::: :: : : : : : : :  : : : : : ; : :: : : : : : : :: : ::; :: :� : : ::: : : : i 

do. open mail, vi:\ London, hy American pnckct . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 
do. do. do. by llri1i1h packet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Vt1notian Buue1, PruS11ian closed ma.ii .. . , , ,  • •  , , ,  • • •  , . . .  , . , . , , . ,  . •  , , . , , , . 
dn. Frt:nch mail , ,  . . . . •  , • • •  , • , • , • •  , , , • , , , •• , • , , , , • • •  , • . • . • . 27 

Venez��ill, Dritl11�J'n?;;�:��� ���!�1�!���n���1• :: : : :  '. : : : :: :: : : : :  : : : : :: :: :: 
Vic��.•

, (l'or���ilip,) �i! ��u��1:���c:�::: : : : : : : :::: : : : :  : : : :  :: : : : :  : : :: :: jg Vol�n CIOl'Cd m:'lil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wetl Jndic!I, llritish, (c.i.:crpt Turk'11 h1nnd,) when di�tance 1loc11 not 
eu eed 2,500 miles . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Well Ind1e1, British, (except Turk'• Island,) when diPttincc doce 1:.rcecd 
'l,50()milc1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

:::,
t
�b1!�1J.r0u01�1��

t
���ec;�:fi1 .�.���� ::: : : .' ::: : .' .'.'.': :: :: .' .'�.':::: :: : .' .' .' 

Wu�:�bu�fi, 8r7:S��:�1!3e'd��1 ���': : : : : : :  ::: :: :: : : :  '. : :: : : : : : : : : '. : :: 
do. Fn>nch mail • , • , • , • •  , • •  , • , • , , , • , • , , , , • , , , • •  , , , , , , , , • • . •  , �l Y•na!,·Fttnc���r���� .�'. ������ .�.�i'.:: '. '. '. ·. '.: :.'.'.: '.:: :". :: : : : '. : : : : : :  •:w 

8£c. 125.-UNITED ST.RTES .AND GRE..fT JJRIT.R.IN. 

30 •:t2 21 5 34 ... •3."i •54 '2S •• -. 33 45 8 •• 6 ... "' 21 • •30 " -3 •1s 45 4 33 • ., 8 .. 6 

10 
20 34 30 30 •30 •42 � 

Grtat Dritaln and Ircl:inil by either Uni- i 24 centl!l1 (C:tlifomiri, Orc:on, And W11�hi.n.i:tnr:i e.rccptcd,) � 
�d Statee or Dritisli line . • .  , . , , . . . . . .  t'!:!nl.5 .to lie added whl:!n to  or  �rom (;ahlumi.n, Ortgnn, tir 

Wa.shmi:ton. Prcpn)·ment opuonnl. 
On either a letter or pnckct of any weiFht tl1c ich.olc po!ltngeoT none at atl should be 11rcp:i.id. Jr anr· 

thing leu than Ute whole Is pre(l4id, no account Is taken or it, and it i.I nitirtly lod to the ttndn. 
lo re!!pet't to the 1Jriti8h J\.fllil11, where the officl11.1 J'IOSta:c cntril!e on the letters rcceivtd nrc In red ink. 

the leuer ill to be considered a' rittid, and i1 to he delivered nccorrlingly ; where in black ink, Ill! unµaitl, 

and the poetngc i11 to lie collected. Postage In auch cnscs is cit.her wholly p:lid or wholly unpnid. Th� 
credit and dc\Jit ftp-urcs on �uch lr>tteni 1how, on pnid fellers, the amount to be credited to the Unitrd 
State• : on the ua113.i!l lct1r.rs, the nmou.nt chnri;ed to the United Stntc11 by Englnnd ; nnd these ft.qarcs, 
" 3  ccnUJ,"" 19 ccnlli1" " j ccnta,'' "21 ccnL�1'' !!i.e., ore i;otcly rnr the con,•enicncc of U1c c:"Ccbangc 
oft\ce• in keeping the nccnunt with the Briiish PO!!t Office. 

Newap.-.pcr• lW•I ccnll each, prepayment required. Pamphlet! nnd pcriol!iclll two cent� each, if not 
weighing over twn our.cc�, and four ccn111 Rn 1'1'3nce or fra<"tinn or11.n ounce, irthcy c1eeed two ouncl:f, 10 be collected in :!.II ca1ee in the l'nited dL'l.lP.l!. All 'uch printed mntter 111 subject to like addition;,! 
char1ea in Grnt Britain , ench cnuntry collectiui; iw own pDllt:t;e on printed mnucr, whether thr 'nmc 
115 1ent or received. No pamphlet cnn be �rnt weigbing over eight ouncea, end no pc:riodicnl o\'t't 

(P. L. & R.) 

Note the reference to the " credit and debit :figures " of " 3cents, ' '  " 6cents, " 
' '  9cents ' '  and ' '  12cents. ' '  

During the treaty period we find, ( A )  covers with the single (l;{L ounce) 
rate of 15c, (B ) with the double rate C:Y2 ounce ) of 30c, ( C )  with the triple 
rate (% ounce ) of 45c, (D ) with the quad rate ( 1  ounce) of 60c etc. 

On such prepaid mail, the ' ' credit figures ' '  are not always the same on the 
same rate letters. For example, on single rate letters of 15c, we find New York 
postmarks with credits of ' '  3, ' '  ' '  6, ' '  and ' '  1 2. ' '  On double rates, we find 
credits of 6, 12 and 24, and on triple rates 9, 18 and 36, etc. 

The various credits on each rate depended on how the letter was carried. 
to France, and which country paid parts of the carriage. 

A red New York foreign postmark meant the letter was paid, (subsequent 
to April 1, 1857 ) the exchang-e figure indicat ing the portion we credited to 
France. 
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f11teea. ounc•, wtthoat beln1 1ubjecl to letter poatage. Neither pampbletl nor periodicals an tnUUed 
to connyaoce throuch En1land, u:cept 1ucb u are nddrcued to Fraace, Alreria, or cUlea of Turkey, 
Syria, ud F.pp& In which Fruce bu pnet ofticeai. 

Tbe Ulrlled Statn excb&np omce1 for Brilillh Mall• are New Nork, B0ttoa, Phll1delpbia1 and 8aD 
l'r&Dcl.eo. 

Sac. 126.-UNITED ST..tTEB .AND FUNCI! 
France and At,eria, by either United ! l!S cents the single letter of Jt ounce or under, between any 8wet, Bnti1h1 or French packet pn.rt o.r the Umwd 81.1ues .aod itl Tenitoriea lDd Fnoce or 

direcl or tlnoup E111tantJ • •  , . .  •• • • Algen11. PrefGyment opuonaJ. 

On either a leuer or packet of any weight the 104olc poll.Ip or noue at al lboqld be prepa14. No 
ICCOUat Ill taken or prepayment.I of fracliona.J paru of a IPagle rate. 

Jn re1pect to French mail•, where the otnclaJ posiqe enUiet on the leueni tf«lTed a.re ill nl lnk, 
with &M lmprealon P D al.o •tamped in red Ink, the letter ii to be comldered u paid, aad ls LO be 
deU'f'eml accordingly ; on the contn.ry, when the ot!lci&I e.ntriet are la � Ink, U.e lemr II to b9 
comidered u unpaid, nnd the poetqe is to be coll�ted. The credit and debit figure• on web letten 
abow, on tbe paid Jetten1 the amount to be credited to the United State• ; on the unpaid hill.en, Ute 
amotant charged to the United St11.te1 by Fn.ace ; and tbe.e t1cure1, "3 cent1," "8 eent1," "9 cent1," 
" 1� ceata/' .. c., are BOlely tor tbe convenience ot tbe excbqe otnces Jn ll:eep1.D1 t.be account wltb 
UM! French otftce. 

Newwpaper1, pertndical worts, boob stitched or bound, pam.phlet1, catalopn, papen or mntc, 
pru1pectU81111, circulare, and all olher kinds ot printed mauer addressed to France, Al1erta, or chiea-ot 
Turll:eri. Syria, and FcYpt, tn which France bu pot\ omce.-vtz : AJeundrla, Alenndreua, Beyrout, 
Con1tanUoople, Dardanellea1 Galipoll, Jotrl, Letakla, MetSina, (Aa.iDtic Turkey,) Mitylene, Rhode., 
8&1oaica1 Smyrna, nd Tripoli In Syria-can be diepatche·d to France 4b'ed, or by way ol En1land1 on 
prepar:ment ot the United Bwes po1tage, 'f'i%: new1papen � cenu 8Uh1 periodical worts, catalorue., 
or pempblfta, 1 «nt an o'Unce or fractJoo of an ounce, and all other kind• of printed matter tbe 
aame U domeetie rate1, to be "in all cues collected In the United Statet whether Knt or reeelnd. 
Praaee tn lite manner collect.I its own po!ta;e oo all kinds or printed mauer whether .ent 01 re«i'«ld. 
Tbe United 81.atet eichanae offices tor French mail are New Yock, Boeton, PhiladelpbJa, and Ban 
rrancteeo. 

Ssc. m�UNJTED ST.4TES .4ND BRE/llEN. 

8so. l!l8.-TO THE BRITISH NORTH .aMERic.4N PROPINCE!. 
Canada, New Bronnrlctr1 Cape Breton,! 10 centa when nntover 31000 miles from th� line nr Cf'Ol.!ln1; 

Prince£dward'ahlana,Nova Scotia, U ccnui "here datance uceedt 3,000 m1lea. Prepayment 
and NewtOUDdland......  •• •• •• • • • • •  optional. 
Ne'"1'9ptt11 and pertaaJca11 publl1hed lo the United State. and .ent to rep.Ju wbecriberw la tbe 

Drit6eh North Amerieao Pro"Tinces, or publl1hed In thote Provinces nnd aent to regular 1uti.criben In 
the United Btatel, arti cbal'Jlon.ble with tbe regular prepaid quanerly ntet of United Statea poetap &o 
and nom. the line ;  which � muet be collected at the office of mailin; in the United Btatet on 
matter sent, and at the otnce or delivery In the United States on matter received. In lite manner, 
•uch ma11er, If tnmstent, 111 chargeable with the regular domeetlc traneient printed m:itter rat.et tb and 
from the line, to be collected at the omce or mlilina: or deli'f'ery ln the United States, u the cue may 
be. Editon, howevert mor ucbange tree of upm.se. 

Letten received from Canada, to wbicb are aft11ed United Stattl pottage ... .. sad!clent 'fllue 
tn prepay lhe full portQCO chargeable tbereon1 ebouJd be deli.-ertd wilhout cb.,P-1'!' fM United Statet 

Fi�..,_1re 5G GG. 

P O S T A G E S  T O  F O R E I G N  C O U N T R I E S .  

Baa. 1.Jl.-TO TR� WEST INDIA ISL.ANDS, te. 

b:::.'::�:::::;::::;::::: : : : : : :: : : : :::::: ::: 34d'::�o�==�ee�'f;;g9.nf;:.� ��plllac offtC9 
Welt lndta lalanda, (not Brtlllh,) ezcept Cuba.·· i 
Honduru •. • , • • . . • . . . . •  • • . . . .  . . • • • • • •  • • • • • • • • . . 44 cenw wbel'il di11ance exceed1 �,500 miles. 8L Jut1, (NiearllU)• • • " ' " " • • •• • • • •  • • • •  • · · · · •  llanta Manllia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • •  • • • •  • •  • • • •  . . • •  • •  • •  Prepaymeot required - bein1 Uni� Stain UMI :�;st!!!:;;;�::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : Briillh pustqe. 

lfewwpapen Miil, 8 centa each ; prep1.yment required. On papen received, the nte to be collffte4 
ii I centa oatr, &be Brtdlb poet.are being prepaid. 

• To Bt. Tbomu and tho otber D�nleh l1land11 6y UnUed Stata ,atltf lo Ki.po., the an,lt ntt ls 18 centa \&Ddec i,SOO milea, and !28 centa over 2,500 miles i prepayment required. 

Bao. 130.-TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

��bP::., <8d��>:: :: : : : : :: :: : : : : :  :: : : �: : : : :  34 �e:��'I;��� ;,t;:��r!'!�tu,:;:�
d
,J�lff Coptapo, (Chill) .. . . .  , . . . .  , . . . . . . .  , • • •  , . .  , • 

g��ull, (Be� .. >:: : : : : : : : ::::: : : ::: : : : : : : : :) 
�=�\io. ::: : : : : : ::: : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : :  J08f:�:�ta';!1��Y�ttrii:ecf; belnr the United 

�'��· �:: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  
New.papen Knt, 15 «DUO ; &JJd newspapen rtteivtd1 2 cent.I each ; 10  be collected lD t h2  Unlc.td 

a ...... 

�=��e, (P:f) : : : : ::;:::::�::::::;::::: :: l 
C111m111 do. • • • • • • • • . • •  , • •• . • • . • . •• •• . . 22 cents on lcltr.n rtnl; bclnr the United S1att1 Huncbo, do. • , • • • •  , • • . , . • • • • . • •  , . • . • . • . anJ foreign po1tq:e. l'r1·p;1yment required. 
Callao, do . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Llm11, do. • , • , • . . .  • • .. . .  • . .  . .  .. • . . .  . .  10 Cf'nts nn leUe"' rud.,td; beln1 the United 
P1.&Co, do. • . . . . . . . . . , .... . , . . . . . . . . . . J State� pot;tage only. 
l•lay, do • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . • • • . . . . . .  

:q�j:�. ��: ::::� : : : : : : : : :::::: : : : : : : : :  
NewJJpapere 1ent1 B cents; and new�papcn received, 2 cenlll each ;  1 0  b e  collected in  1ht Uniltd 

Btatea. 

8ogot:t1 (New Cran:ula) . . • . • • • . • • . • . •  , . . • . • . • ind forr.1,i:-11 postt1i;c. Prepayment re11uil'f'd. 
} 18 cent11 n!I lcttc� tt"nt ; belnl( th!'! United 8tatff 

Dueno.,·entum, do. • • • • • • • • . •  , .  • • . •  • • . .  .• 10 �c1�nt11 nn h�fl*"ra rtccii:1:d; beina the Uniled Statc9 postage only. 
New11pnpen SCl'jt1 6 cent! ; •lid new11p:ipel'!I received, 2 cent.I ; to be collectrd in the Uniled Stlltn. 

811:0. 131.-TO THE S.H.NDwrc11 ISLANDS, 4't. 
Chi.nil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ) :����;������.•::: :: : : :'. '.'. '.'.:: :: :: ::.'.".".'." ." : : : : } 10 F���i!c�:in�r��)!!:1�����ir:i.postuge LO Saa 
By mail to San Jo'ro.ncilco, tbe11ce by priv...tc •hip, J 

Newapapcn: and pertodicale mu1t be prepaid 1hc regular domestic nte!I to San F_r::incltco. Tbe nte 
payable on lenere at the point of deatinn1ion In the t:iandwich hlo.nds ia S cents, and on newipapen,. 

! cencaelda. la Cbl.Aa and Ne" Soutb Walea the 1bip posta&e,u LI undemood, 11  compe:aUnfJ' 
..... 

(P. L. & R.) 

A black New York foreign postrnarlc indicated the letter was unpaid, and 
the exchange figure represented the amount we debited to France. 

Again refer to the cover, Figure 56 D. The date of use is July 1861. 
The 1857 table of rates, Figure 56 DD shows the single rate to the Cape of 

Good Hope was 33c, ' ' Via England. ' '  This letter was therefore a quadruple 
rat.e . of 4�33c or $1.32. It was carried from our shores to its destination by 
Br1tISh ship, hence all we were entitled to was 5c per single rate, or 20c on this 
letter. The red pencil figures of 1 .12 indicate the credit to Great Britain and 
the " 4 "  the quad rate. This is a verv remarkable cover as it is the finest one 
known with a 90c 1860 stamp. For

· 
many years it was in the collection of 

Mr. E. R. Jacobs an� later i� my collection for some years. It later p assed into 
the Emerson collect10n and m October 1937 was acquired by Mr. S. Newbury. 
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Sso. 1JIJ.-ROUTES OF TR..ll°NSMISSION, te. 
To prcvcn1 mi1takeA at the CJ'chan10 nfficc1, ii 11 dt>1ir11.blc 1h1\l the particular route. by wbicb lelten 

are to be r..irwardcd from the United BUltH to Europe, 1hnultl be tli1tincUf writtl'n nn tbe covet1. 
Lettel'B intcnde1l ror tran11mlaion in tho open mail to Englo.nd, 1houlJ beat tbe direction 11 Open mall 
via England ;" ff for tran11mi1&ion in the French mnil, they tthould be diil'cted " via France in Fntnch 
mail ;" if for tran1mis1ion by cloH•tl inuil tu rru111ia, they 1bould be dirttted u via Prunlan cloted 
m:til;11 11ntl if for 1.1o.n1miuion by lht: New York nntl Oremcn line to Drcmco, they ehuuhl bo dircct.ed 
.. via Drcmen.11 

It is importo.nt that Jotteni ndJrcs11cd to Gormno1 and other EuropcM countrlft \"la France, where 
lhc 11i11glc: rate per quan�r ounce iit 21 ccnt11, shuultl be plafoly masked to be sent •la France, otberwlH 
they rn11y be mis-sent in the open mnil to J.ivcrpool by the t"olted Stntca packet ; lhe !21 cenll rare itt°' 
1111.l fnunce bein1 ablo chargeable on letters Unu forwBnlt=d. 

R1:c. 133.-REWISTR.1!1'10.V 01" LETTERS. 

v ... 1.ou1L1: U:TTEIU a1!Jrcucd to Gcnnany ornny part of the GcnnAR AUFlrlnn PoetBI Uolnn, by lhe 
Bruuen line via New York, or by the rruSFian cloeed mntl viA New York 1n1I Doeton, u alto letten 
addreued to Grent Britain nntl Cnn:ula1 will be rt;idere.r, on the appl ication or the per,.oo poet101 lhe 
u.me, In the anme mo.nricr 1rnd an tbc tinnie term• u those 1lt'liverable in the United Elnte., pro'llWft 
tb11t the full po!Ul£e cho.rgcablc thereon to de1tirll.tion1 together with er rt(W.ration/te of fwt cntl on 
tac.\ kttn, la prepa.id at the malling office. Bucl1 letten 1bould be ma.lied o.ndforwardecl tnthe rapttt· 
l•e United Stutu c1:ch:mge (ltf\cc1 in the nme rn&nner udr)mc1u..ic �si.itered h:ttr.rs ftre muikd to thoH 

offices. 

Bee. 134.·-RULE OF R.llTING LETTF.ns, .s-c. 
A11 lctttr1 to and t\oom foreign countriCll {Prnnce and the Rritl1b Nonh Amf!riC3n rrov1ncce uccpud) 

arc to bf: charged with 1lngle rnte ofpost:i.gc, if not e1:ceedlng the weight ofb11Jfnn ounce; double ro1e, 
if uceeding half 11n ounce but not ucci=dini; "" ounce ; quadruple ra1e1 if e1:cecding·11n ounce but not 
ei:ce('di111 two ouncc11 nnd 10 on, ch:ugin� twa rt1.te1 for every ounce or frnctinnal pen of an ounce 
over the lln<t ounce. Ae 1hi11 rule diffcr11 from that follow(\() in respect. to domf"9tic lcne11, pal ca.re i1 
rr.quiFite to prevent rni�takc1. J.Ntc11 in the m:i.il to France are to be chargl'd with 1ingle rat.e or 
pnautge, if not ncecdin; the weight of one qunrtcr ounce ; dr)ublc nnc, tr cJ.ccetling a qutlltcr but nn1 
f"lCeeding: half nn ounc4:, nod MO on, nn u11dition11J rate bring t'h:ni;ed for et\Ch quarter ounce or 
frac1ion11I 1mrt of a qunrtcr ounce. l.1:ttcr1 od1lrcfsed to 1hc Urifo•h Nonh ,\meric:m rrovincea are 
rated in th1• 1111mc mnnncr rut dnmc10tic lct1n11, one rate lieing cha.rg1•d for C:t.C'h h:tlf ounce Of fr3.CUOnnl 
pt1rt or half au ouucc. r011111a;;h'r" l'hould br c:ucfu1, whr.re the postage i• prepaid, to colle-ct the 
1m1pcr amount. Th1�y t1hould be p:uticul:ir to notice the roult indi<otcd nn the en\•clo� oflt::ter.ii1 ind· 
tfl collect poHtage nccordingly. Leuer1 maileJ at Fome omt'ea, n1nrkcd " 1•ia F..n:land," or 11 vio 
Pnui.rian dared inail,11 for ft Gcrm1n tdlott, nre frcqutnlly taken upon lhe prcpaymrntof Rremcn ra1c11 

3nd th�e mnrkcd " 1iia Drrmtn,'' nt rruM>ian chl!'<'d mo.ii '"'"'' !tc. If h·u .. r. for fnrei,n counmn 
marked " pnit11•inre dropped into the pot;t office without being paid, the f'IO'lmn�tcr will t•r.tse 1he wont 
'' Ji.'lid," nnd write nu the lu1rk of tht lcuer the 11t·orda, "nol paid," wuh hii urmit• and title of pn�t 

8&c. 136.-RULE OF R-'lTI.VG LETTERS GOI.\'G rr.11 FR.'1,\"CE. 
In thr CMC of lr1!cl'!I to b-ii forwnr1le1I In lhe Rrirish m3il " vi11 Mnriteillt�," the FrenC"h jJCl!'lag' j9 

rated nt six cents the quarter ounce, r.xcrpt with refrrcnct: to lettt:r1 for �yrua and Tuni111 hy French 
pa.cket, when the aingle French rate i1 1welve C"enl9. The French nm: on all aucn lcttcni mull IJ1r.u:fore 
lit! dr)uhlcd for each qunrtcr or an ounce in weight. 

The rntes hy" French mail" a.re in full to de1tination e.rcept to the' following: plac1:1, viz: Aden, 

llntavin, Ceylon, l:hifta, Corfu, countrle' to whit'h coneapondcnce cnn be sent via Suez, countri1•• 
l.eynnd 11r.u vi:i. France other than those a.numerated. Enll!lt· lndic1, G1brah11r1 Hong Kong, Ionian 
1 .�1and111 Jrw:i., Mauritius, l'cnnng, Portugal, lsle of Re-l'ninn. Shanghai, 8ing-.a1K>re, and Bpain. 
The limit of prcpa}·ment, 10 Spain, Portugal, anti Gibraltnr, irt Hchohia ; to Corfu And Ionian Jaland1, 
Trieaie ; to Aden, E:tFt Jndic11 Ceylon, China, and other counlriCll via Suez, the .upon.a or me lnd1e.. 
flf of tlle Sea oft:bi11a to which lhe English packcll ply; and to place• beyond .cu other thnn tho.e 
d�iti:ttated, the limit 11 the port of arrival in the country of dt•lination.· 

Lct1f!11 mny be forwarded in 1he French m::til1, to Moldnvin, Wnllachla, and Turkey In Europe, bf 

war o( France and Auntria, but the po11a&e thereon mu11t in o.11 caaca be paid at tbe place or desti.DaUIQ. 

Figure 56 HH. (P. L. & R.) 

Figure 56 JJ. 
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Fig-ure 56 RK. 

FiJ.:·nre 56 LL. 

Fi;;;nre r:JG �llU. 
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CANADIAN MAU, 
Figures 56 R and 56 S ;  reproductions of pages from the 1852 edition of the 

"P . L. & R. " show the location of the offices of Exchange for mail between the 
U. S. and Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, etc . 

The 1857 edition of the publication contains quite a number of additional 
Exchange cities. 

Figure 56 JJ illustrates a cover with the lOc rate to Canada in October 
1851.  Figure 56 KK illustrates a single le 1 851, evidently from a cover to 
Canada showing Exchange Office m11rkings. 

i<'i;.;;ure 5() PP. 



350 THE UNI'l'ED STA'l'ES ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1857 

C H A P T E R  XXX V l l l . 

F O R  W.ll R D IN G  .ll N D  R E C E I VI N G  F O R EI G N  M .ll IL S .  

Sic. 398. For th e  mails to ll1lll from Europe anti countrier beyond the proper offices of dispatch and 

receipt of mails are NetJJ York, Bolton, Philadelphia, and San Franci&co. 
Ssc. 399. The United States exchange offices for Brili•h maill are New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 

and Ban Francisco ; anii the British exchange offices are London, Liverpool, and Southampton. 

The mails are conveyed by United States or British packets, as follows, viz : between Li111erpool and 
Boston, Liverpool and New York, and Southampton and New York. 

When the steamers arrive at New York, the mail for that oftlce comprises all the correspondence for 
the United States, except the cities of Boeton and Philadelphia ; and in like manner when the ateameni 
arrive Ill Boeton, the maila for that oftlce compriee all the oorrespondenot1 for the Cnited State11, except 

tile cities of New York and Pbiladelphla. 

Bsc. 400. Under the United Sides cal Frenc.\ podoJ CllT4"gement1 the United State1 offic:n of 

e:i:ch11Dge are the 1111me ns under the British arrllngement, and the French offices of exchani:e are Bane 
and the uavelin1 office from Calais to Pnrts. The correspondence la conveyed as followa : 

1. By packets and other steam veuele performing regular aervice between the porta of France and 
those of the United States ; 

2. By United Smte1 mail packetl plyin& between the por11 of the United States and those ol Great 

Britain ; and 
3. By British packets and other 1team Y-11 performing reauJar service between th� ports of Great 

Britain and those of the United Stntee. 

So:c. 401. Under the UnUed Stat�• and Pruuicm clo1e4 maU crrrangmimt the United Statee oftlce-a 
of exchange nre New York nnd Boston, and the French otnce of excbnngP. is Aix La Chapelle, 
(Aachen.) The mails arc co11veyed clnaed, "� England, by United States nod British mail packets. 

SEC. 402. Under the UnUtd Slatn and Br� pollal crrrang�ent New York le the United States 

offtce of cxchnnge, nnd Bremen the exchange office 011 the part of thnt Republic. The mails exchanged 

are conveyed by United Btntea or Bremen mail ateamen running direct between New York and 

Bremen. 

S&c. 403. Under the United Stater and Hamburg crrran�ement New York I! the United Stateg 
excban11e office, nnd Hamburg the exchange office of tbnt Republic. The mails nre exchllDged by 
United Stntes or Ham burg mail stenmeu running direct between New York nnd Hamburg. 

Sim. 404. t'or the mails to and from the West Indies, Mexico, foreign ports or points in the Gulf of Mexico nn<I places on the Atlantic and Pacific con�ts of South Americn, New York, Charle.ton, 

Saoannah 'New Orleans, San Francisco, Montertij, :ind San Diego, nre t11c offices of dispatch nnd 

receipt. �he mnils for the South Pacific :ire sent by the offices last named, in so�Jed b�s to tbe Britillh 
Packet Agent, nt Panama ; and those for the other foreign places named 111 this section, nre sent by 
the same offices in senlcd bags to the United States Consul at Kingston, Jamaica, through the agency of 
the United States Consul at l l avann. 

Fig·u"e :16 Q(l,. (P. L. & R.) 

MISCELLANEOUS RATES 
Figure 56 LL illustrates a ' ' territorial ' '  postmarked cover to England from 

" Sumner K. 1' . " It had a red " 19 "  indicating it was carried in a British ship, 
hence the credit to England of all the postage but 5c. 

Figure 56 MM illustrates a cover to Hong Kong in 1858 showing 21c pre
paid. 'l'he table, Figure 56 DD shows a 2lc rate ' ' Open Mail Via London, by 
American Packet. ' '  

Figure 56 NN illustrates a cover to Switzerland in 1857 with a 35c rate. 
The table, Figure 56 PF lists such a rate as per "Prussian closed mail. " 

Figure 56 PP illustrates a cover showing a 37c rate to Australia in 1857. 
The table, Figure 56 F l ists snch a rate ' ' by private ship. ' '  

Figure 56 Q Q  is a reproduction of Chapter No. 38, pages 9 1  and 92 of the 
1857 edition of the "P. L. & R. " 

Figure 56 U C illustrates various markings found on foreign rate covers. 
The study of the Exchang·e markings on foreign rate covers is quite a 

complicated subject, and to thoroughly explain them would require more space 
than can be allotted in this volume, but perhaps some further remarks may be 
added. 
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Our first Postal Treaty with Great Britain went into effect on July 1st, 
1849. Prior to the signing of this treaty, there was quite an argument between 
the two nations regarding the domestic charge. Great Britain insisted the same 
domestic charge be applied to both countries ; whereas, we demanded a 5c rate, 
as against a 3c rate for Great Britain. This was because of the short distance 
a letter had to travel in the British Isles as compared to possible long distances 
in the United States. 'l'here was no argument regarding the sea carriage of 
16c and eventually Great Britain conceded to our demands. Thus the rate was 
fixed at 24c per half ounce to be diYided as follows : 

Sea carriage 1 6c 
British domestic 3 c  
U. S.  domestic 5 c  

2 4c 

If a letter was carried in a British Packet, Great Britain received 16c 
plus 3c or 19c, and we were allowed our domestic of 5c. If a letter was carried 
in an American Packet, we received 16c plus 5c or 21c and Great Britain, 3c. 
Letters could be forwarded fully paid or unpaid. For example, consider a single 
rate letter from London to Boston, sent unpaid, by a British Packet. We col
lected 24c postage from the addressee and credited Great Britain 19c. ( 16c 
plus 3c ) .  The British Exchange Office had previously handstamped the letter 
' '  19 cents ' '  in black, indicating the sum with which she had charged us. Such 
a letter carried in an American Packet bore the debit of 3c in black, the British 
domestic. 

A letter fully paid at London, carried by a British Packet, bore a credit 
in red to the United States of 5c. If carried in an American Packet the credit, 
in red ink was 21c. 

THE PORTLAND, MAINE EXC HANGE MARKING 

I.Jate in the 1850 's, probably in 1858, an additional exchange office was estab
lished at Portland, Maine. The P. L. & R. of 1857 does not list Portland as 
such, but the 1859 edition (May 15-1859 ) contains the following, (Page 129-
Sec. 459 ) : 

"For the mails to and from Europe, and countries, beyond the proper offices 
of dispatch and receipt of mails are New York, Boston, Philadelphia and San Fran
cisco ; Portland is, also, a United States Exchange Office for mails conveyed by lines 
of mail steamers running direct between Portland and Liverpool." 

I N  R E D .  
RA.TE jo 

E. N � L '\  NO 

F'igure 56 RR. 

Figure 56 RR, illustrates one of the Portland Exchange markings. This 
pa:ticular cover, a 24c rate from Brunswick, Maine, to Liverpool, has a vertical 
pair of the 12c 1857. The marking is in red ink, and shows, "AM. PKT. " On 
the face is a red pencil ' '  3. ' '  On this letter we received 21c and the ' '  3 ' '  i s  the 
credit to Great Britain of her 3c domestic. 



Chapter L VII. 

REGISTERED MAIL-FORWARDED MAIL-
ADVERTISED MAIL 

THERE exists little doubt that all important post offices thruout the 
country and a great many small ones kept record books for the recording 
of data pertaining to valuable letters mailed at the offices, and so far 

as we know, such a system of early registration dates back to the early E ighteen 
Forties and perhaps earlier. In the early years comparatively few post offices 
put any markings on the face of letters to indicate they were ' ' recorded, ' '  
because i t  was feared such notations might call attention to the fact that they 
contained enclosures of value. 

The law made no provision for the recording of valuable letters hence did 
not provide any fee for such a service. Postmasters therefore had no authority 
to make a charge for recording letters. 

Postmasters however were required by the Department to keep records 
of all valuable letters deposited in their offices so that in the event they were lost, 
they would be able to furnish the Department with full information regarding 
them. 

The 1843 edition of the " I,aws and Regulations of the Post Office Depart
ment ' '  contained the following instructions : 

"Regulations-Chapter 3 5 ,  page 2 8- ( sec. 2 3 5 )  Money, or other valuable 
things, sent in the mail, is at the risk of the owner. But if it be lost, the Depart
ment will make every effort in its power to discover the cause, and, if there has 
been a theft, to punish the offender. Sec. 2 3 6 . In every case of loss by mail, 
whether supposed to be the result of casualty or of depredation, the Department 
should be informed without delay, of all the circumstances connected with it. Par
ticular care should be taken, to state the name of the office in which the letter was 
placed, the day on which it was so placed, and whether by the w1'iter himself, or by 
another person, the day on which, if at all, it was actually mailed, the names of the 
writer and the person addressed, the amount, and if practicable, a particular de
scription of the valuable enclosure, the amount of postage marked on the letter, 
and whether unpaid or paid, the office to which addressed, and whether mailed direct 
thereto, or to another office for distribution, and the route by which it was sent, 
with any further particulars that may aid the Department in its investigation re
specting the cause of loss."  

Almost the same wording is found in the 1832 edition of the P. L . & R. 
Inasmuch as postmasters were required to furnish the above information 

it is quite evident they had to keep some sort of a record book in which to record 
the data. 

So far as I am aware the earliest known covers showing on their face by 
notations or handstamps that they were recorded or registered bear dates as 
early as the Fall of 1845, but it is my opinion that private systems of regis
tration were inaugurated by a great many postmasters long before this date. 

The 1847 and 1852 editions of the " Postal Laws and Regulations " con
tained practically the same instructions regarding the care to be exercised in 
keeping a record of valuable letters. 

Figure 57 A illustrates five recorded or registered letters from the Mobile 
Pest Office to New Orleans during the years 1853, 1854 and 1855. They are all 
adr'lressfOd to a Cashier of a New Orleans bank and unquestionably were letters 
containing currency or valuable papers. It will be noted the postage on all 
was prepaid, and that one is a double rate, and another is a triple rate. On 
the face Of each is "Jiecord, " in the Sau;JP handwriting of the addreSSOI', no 
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doubt an instruction to the Mobile Post Office to ' ' record ' '  the letter as it was 
valuable. 

The two covers of 1853 and 1854 show ' ' Registered No 975 ' '  and ' ' Regis
tered No 480 " in pen, but the two of June 1 855 show the use of a rectangular 
handstamp, "Registered No. " This handstamp probably came into use 
after the passage of the Act of March 3, 1855, which provided for the regis
tration of valuable letters. 

Fii;·ure 57 B. 

Figure 57 B illustrates a cover of the 184 7-1851 period from Cleveland, 
Ohio, prepaid lOc and addressed to Brooklyn, N. Y. It is handstamped in oval 
"Money Letter. " It is unfortunate there is no in di ca ti on of the year of use. 

A very fine article by Mr. Delf Norona entitled, " Genesis of our Registra
tion System ' '  was published in the American Philatelist, issue of May 1934. 

Mr. Norona listed the following known Post Offices which used a marking 
on the face of the cover to show it waR registered. 

All were used prior to July 1st, 1855. 

Allentown, Pa. 
Annville, Pa. 
Bellefonte, Pa. 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Carlisle, Pa. 
Danville, Pa. 
Detroit, Mich. 
Douglasville, Pa. 
Elkton, Md. 
Erie, Pa. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Jersey Shore, Pa. 

Lancaster, Pa. 
Lehighton, Pa. 
Lewiston, Pa. 
McVeytown, Pa. 
New Orleans, La. 
New York, N. Y. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Reading, Pa. 
Shirleysburg, Pa. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Wheeling, Va. 
Wilmington, Dela. 

The earlieRt use in the above list was Allentown, Pa. , May 7, 1847. 

PHILADELPHIA 

Mr. Norona stated in his article : 
"A unique registered marking is the 'R' postmark applied at Philadelphia, Pa. 

on incoming money letters. This marking has not been seen on letters going out 
of Philadelphia. From a careful study made of one large correspondence ( some 
3 , 0 0 0  covers addressed to a Philadelphia concern ) by F.  S.  Eaton, about 100 covers 
bore the R postmark, and this accumulation, together with a careful recordation 
of all such letters ( about 5 0 )  seen by the writer during a period of four or five 
years, discloses on reading the contents of such letters : 
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" ( 1 ) -Money letters received at Philadelphia before Oct.  3 1 ,  1 8 4 5 , do not have 
the R markings ; 

" ( 2 )-Almost invariably letters with the R markings contain references to en
closures of money, checks or other valuables indicating that they were "money let
ters' and as such registration would naturally be desired ; 

" ( 3 ) -The contents of many letters show that they contained money or other 
valuables ,  but they were not stamped either with the Philadelphia R or with a reg
istered marking at the town of origin. This would indicate that in some cases the 
senders did not want their letters registered and in others, although they were reg
istered at the town of origin they were nevertheless forwarded with the ordinary 
mail without being put up separately or distinguished in any way from the ordi
nary letters, otherwise they would have received the Philadelphia R mark, and, 
again, that they were from towns where postmasters did not register letters ; 

" ( 4 ) -Although many letters with the Philadelphia R were unquestionably 
registered at the town of origin as indicated by 'Reg,' 'X,' 'Registered' & etc. ,  yet 
others ( including all before May, 1 8 4 7 )  have no indication on the covers them
selves to show that their contents were valuable, yet they possess the Philadelphia 
R. So, how did the Philadelphia postmaster know they were registered money 
letters and should be stamped R? The only reasonable answer is that such letters 
were bundled separately at the mailing office, and the package marked 'Register
ed,' 'Money Letters,' or in some other similar manner. 

"A further phenomena with these Philadelphia letters, is that the earlier ones 
do not contain anything other than the numeral R, whereas from Nov. 2 6 ,  1 8 4 9 ,  a 
registered number in manuscript is practically always noted on the letter, ( until 
Oct. 3 1 ,  1 8 5 0 ,  always in the lower left hand corner, and from Dec. 3 0 ,  1 8 5 0  usually 
in the upper left hand corner of the envelope or letter sheet ) .  

"Dates of Use of Philadelphia R and REGISTERED markings on incoming mail :  

"Dates of use and colors of these marks are as follows : 

Marking 
Large R 
Small R 
Large R 
Small R 
Large R 
REGISTERED 
Small R 

Period of Use 
1 8 4 5 ,  Oct. 3 1  to 1 8 4 9 ,  Oct. 1 0  
1 8 4 9 ,  Oct. 1 9  t o  1 8 5 1 ,  Jun. 1 9  
1 8 5 1 ,  Jun. 2 4  to 1 8 5 1 ,  Jul. 1 
1 8 5 1 ,  Nov. 4 to 1 8 5 2 ,  Feb. 2 7  
1 8 5 2 ,  May 1 5  to 1 8 5 2 , Sep. 1 4  
1 8 5 2 ,  Nov. 2 9  
1 8 5 2 , Dec. 2 to 1 8 5 4 , Feb. 6 

Color 
Blue 
Blue 
Blue 
Red 
Red 
Blue 
Red 

"The above are the dates when letters were postmarked at the towns where 
they were mailed, and were of course received and stamped R at Philadelphia a day 
or so later. The same applies to all statements as to dates of use of Philadelphia 
R markings. 

"From a study of the colors of postmarks used generally at Philadelphia from 
1 8 4 5  to 1 8 5 2  it is noted : 

Blue used from 1 8 4 4 ,  Oct. 1 9  to 1 8 5 1 ,  Jul. 3 .  
Red used from 1 8 5 1 ,  Jul. 2 2  t o  1 8 5 2 ,  Mar. 1 1 .  

"These dates o f  use tally with those o f  the R markings and constitute cumula
tive proof that the R markings are Philadelphia postmarks. In many cases the 
town mark of the city of origin is in a different color from the Philadelphia R. 

"After about the beginning of 1 8 5 2  it seems that colored postmarks were used 
somewhat indiscriminately at Philadelphia, the town mark frequently being in a 
different color from that of the subsidiary markings." 

It is my theory that valuable or money letters when received at the Phila
delphia Post Office were stamped with an "R" to indicate such mail was valu
able and that extreme caution should be exercised in the delivery. For example, 
a bank at Louisville, forwarding a letter with currency enclosed, to a Phila
delphia bank, advised the Louisville office the letter contained money. The 
Louisville office made a ' ' record ' '  of this letter, by whom mailed, the date and 
time of day, to whom forwarded and the sum said to be enclosed. Such a 
"money letter " was forwarded separate from the regular mail, and when re
ceived at the Philadelphia office was stamped with an "R. " . This was merely 
a part of a system in vogue at the Philadelphia Post Office to identify for 
delivery purposes, valuable or money letters received there. 
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The " R "  may have indicated a " Recorded " letter or it may have been 

intended for a " Registered " letter. It  may possibly have indicated that it had 
been recorded at Philadelphia as received from a certain office and that care 
was to be exercised, so that it be delivered only to the proper party for whom it 
was intended. The fact that the ' ' R ' '  is generally accompanied by a manuscript 
number indicates that the Ph iladelph ia Post Office did record these money 
letters in a Record book and gave them a number to correspond with the entry. 
It is immaterial what collectors term these forerunners of the Government 
Registration system. They may be classed as ' ' Recorded Letters ' '  or ' ' Regis
tered Letters, ' '  but I prefer to give them the latter term, because I believe 
the term ' ' Registered Letters ' '  as used in the Act of March 3rd, 1855, had its 
origin in the term "Registered, " as used by many post offices thruout the 
Country for many years prior to passage of the Act of 1855. 

'· 
• ..-_;;::? 

�: 

F i µ;ure 57 C. 

REGISTERED LETTER. 

· . · · ��----, Post-Offtce, - · · -· · · · · · · ·  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  � 

... . �§1!..::-. . .  '.c::{, .�� 
I 

Received a Letter addressed to ./.J. v-<<f5 5ZJ t???-.e.LL-.. 

. ' 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · -�� 

F i ;:.·ure 57 CC. 
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Figure 57 C illustrates a cover from Louisville, Sept. 8, 1850, to Philadelphia 
with the Philadelphia Registered marking "R" and " 28 "  in manuscript at 
lower left. ( Collection of lVIr. C.  Corwith Wagner) .  

Figu:roe 57 D. 

Figure 57 DD illustrates a printed form used at the New Orleans Post 
Office in 1854. ( Collection Harry M. Kon wiser) . 

Figure 57 DD. 
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REGISTRATION OF .LET'rERS 

Section 3, Act of March 3, 1855, provided : 
"And be it further enacted, that for the greater security of valuable letters 

posted for transmission in the mails of the United States, the Postmaster General 
be, and hereby is, authorized to establish a uniform plan for the registration of  
such letters, on application of parties posting the same, and to require the prepay
ment of the postage, as well as a registration fee of five cents on every such lett'er 
or packet, to be accounted for by postmasters receiving the same in such manner 
as the Postmaster General may direct, Provided however, That such registration 
shall not be compulsory ; and shall not render the Post Office Department or its 
revenue liable for the loss of such letters or packets, or the contents thereof." 

Figure 57 CC illustrates the earliest receipt I have seen for a regi;;tered 
letter. 

The new Registration system went into effect on July 1, 1855, but prior to 
this a circular of instructions was issued by the Postmaster General dated 
May 10th, 1855. 

One of these original circulars owned by Mr. Roscoe B. Martin, was repro
duced in Pat Paragraphs, issue of January 1 934. It reads as follows : 

"INSTRUCTIONS TO POS'l'MAS'.rERS 

A N D  

NOTICE T O  THE PUBLIC 

"For carrying into effect the 3 rd Section of the Act of March 3rd,  1 8 5 5 ,  pro
viding for the Registration of valuable letters. 

"Sec. 1. Letters, alleged to be valuable posted at one Post Office in the United 
States, and deliverable at another such office, shall from and after the first day of 
July, 1 8 5 5  be registered at the office of mailing, on the application of the person 
posting the same, and the payment of a registration fee of five cents. 

" 2 .  Postmasters are instructed to enter all such letters i n  a book t o  b e  pre
pared and kept for the purpose, * * * He will then fill up the receipt to· cor
respond with this marginal entry, separate it from the margin, and deliver it to 
the person who deposited the letter. 

" 1 0 .  On delivery of a registered letter at the office of its destination, a receipt 
therefor will be taken from the person authorized to receive it, and such receipt 
will be carefully fi led and preserved at that office. * * * 

" 1 1 .  Letters from Germany by the Bremen line via New York, and by the Prus
sian closed mails via New York and Boston, will be registered in the same manner 
and on the same terms as those deliverable in the United States, but the postage on 
such letters must be prepaid to the place of their destination. 

" Prepaid letters from Bremen, and those received by the Prussian closed mails, 
( if accompanied with letter bills similar to those prescribed for the use of this De
partment, ) will be duly registered at the American office of distribution or delivery 
at which they are first received, and will thereafter be treated in all respects in 
the same manner as letters originally mailed in the United States. 

" 1 2 . Each Postmaster will see that his accounts of registered letters are legibly 
and accurately kept ; and at the end of each quarter he will forward with his 
quarterly returns full and perfect transcripts of such accounts with the letter-bills 
pertaining to them, retaining the original accounts in his office for reference. 

Post Office Department, 
May 1 0 th, 1 8 5 5 . "  

JAMES CAMPBELL, 
Postmaster General. 

In the original instructions issued to postmasters was the following clause : 
"Postmasters are forbidden to make any mark, or entry of any kind, on Regis
tered letters, indicating that they contain a valuable enclosure. ' '  

This instruction was later cancelled as the 1857 edition of the "P. L .  & R. " 
contains the following instruction : 
. "Regulations-Chapter 3 6-Sec. 3 8 6-Where a letter has been received, reg
istered, and receipted for, as directed in Section 2 ,  it is to be marked on its u pper 
left hand corner with the number corresponding to it on the receipt book." 
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It has been repeatedly stated that the 5c 1856 stamp was issued to pay the 
Registration fee, but there exists no evidence to support such statements. There 
was nothing in the law providing for the use of stamps to indicate the payment 
for registration. 

The law mentioned specifically ' ' and to require the prepayment of the 
postage, as well as a registration fee of five cents. " 

The 5 cents was always referred to as a "fee " and naturally the fee was 
payable in cash. 

There was also noth ing in the instructionR issued to postmasters that per
mitted them to put a 5 cent stamp on a letter to show the letter was registered. 

Commenting on this subject, Mr. Norona stated : 
"The same act which established the registration system authorized the Post

master General to make the prepayment of postage on domestic letters compul
sory by means of postage stamps or stamped envelopes from and after Jan. 1 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  
and this i s  mentioned in the regulations of 1 8 5 5 ,  yet nothing i s  said about the pay� 
ment of the registration fee by means of stamps. This is confirmed by the obser
vation of Carroll Chase that ' the registry fee was, as far as my observation goes, 
always paid in cash while the 1 8 5 1- 5 7  stamps were current. '  

" I n  this connection, the date of Jan. 1 ,  1 8 5 6 , has always heretofore been given 
as that on which the 5 cent registration fee came into effect, disproved by the 
quotations above. The 5 cent, 1 8 5 6 , stamp was issued Jan. 1 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  and that is 
probably the reason for the heretofore undisputed assertion that the registration 
system was inaugurated on that date. The statement has likewise been made with
out dispute that the 5 cent stamp was issued for registration purposes, but the fact 
remains that practically all covers known with this stam p bear no indication of 
registration, ( a  large percentage of 5 cent, 1 8 5 6 ,  stamps known on cover being on 
letters to France. ) The exceptions are two covers reported by Elliott Perry, one 
of which apparently bears positive evidence that it was used for registration pur
poses, but these exceptions were probably used contrary to regulations." 

Figure 57 D illustrates a cover from Nevada City, Calif. to Urbana, Ills. , 
with a strip of six lOc 1857 stamps. No date of use is indicated but the date is 
subsequent to August of 1857. 'l'h is cover is handstamped in black "Regis
tered" and in pen is "No. 28. " 

Figure t'l7 E. 

Figure 57 E illustrates a cover with a pair of 3c 1857 used from Cincinnati 
to Bowling Green, Incl. It ha-> an " R "  for Registereil and " 970. " No year 
is indicated. 

The following is from the Norona article : 
"REGISTRATION OF LETTERS TO AND FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 

"The exchange of registered letters to and from the United Kingdom came 
into operation on May 1, 1 8 5  6, following the signing of an agreement between the 
respective postal administrations. 

" 'This applied as well to letters from California or Oregon, whether conveyed 
via New York, via Boston, or via Panama. Sections of philatelic interest are: 
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" 'Art. 3� T'he postage upon registered letters shall invariably be paid in ad
vance, including not only the ordinary postage to the place of their destination, 
but also any registration fee to which letters of this class may be liable, according 
fo the regulations of the country from which they are sent. ' * • • 

" 'Art. 4 .  The post office of the United States shall be at liberty to fix the 
amount of the registration fee to be levied upon all registered letters forwarded 
from the United States to the United Kingdom . '  

" I t  further provided that each government should pay t o  the other o n e  half of 
t'he fees collected. The United States registration fee was fixed at five cents. 

REGIS'L'RATION OF LETTERS TO AND FROM CANADA : 

"An almost identical agreement was entered into with the Post Office Depart
ment of Canada to become effective Oct. 1 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  with the same provision for com
pulsory prepayment of postage in full to destination. This agreement, however, 
specifically fixed a registration fee of five cents, and provided that each country 
should retain the registration fee collected. "  ( End of Norona quotation. ) 

REGISTRATION OF LETTERS '1'0 GERMANY 

The 1857 edition of the P. L. & R. ,  page 64 of the Regulat ions, Sec. 133-
contain i nstructions regarding the registration of letters to Germany. This sec
tion is reproduced, F igure 56 HH. 

The Bremen Convention provid ing for the Registration of letters was con
cluded in 1855. 

FORWARDED l\1AIL 

The instructions regarding ' ' letters missent and forwarded ' '  in the 1852 
edition of the "P. L. & R. " are reproduced in Chapter 37, Figure 37 N. 

Figure 5 7  F .  

Figure 57 F illustrates a typical forwarded letter of the period 1851-1855. 
After April 1 ,  1855, the following instructions were issued to postmasters 

regarding "Forwarded letters, " P. L. & R.-1857-Sec. 55 : 

"If it has been sent according to its address, and then forwarded, it must be 
charged with additional postage, according to distance, established by the Act  of 
:March 3 ,  1 8 5 5 ,  which additional postage may be paid either at the forwarding office 
or at the office of delivery. ' '  
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Regarding Free Mail, the following were the instructions : P. L. & R.-
1857-Sec. 204 : 

" Properly franked mail matter, or mail matter addressed to a person enjoy
ing the franking privilege, is entitled to be carried free in the mail when 'For
warded' to the person elsewhere, as well as in its transportation simply to the 
office to which originally addressed ."  

.ADVERTISED MAIL 
The .Act of March 3, 1845, provided, Sec. 1 :  

"And all letters which shall hereafter b e  advertised as remammg over in any 
post office, shall, when delivered out, be charged with the cost of advertising the 
same in addition to the regular postage, both to be accounted for as other postages 
now are." 

The P. L. & R. of 1852 had the following instructions : 
"Drop and box letters, circulars, free packets containing printed documents, 

speeches or other printed matter are not to be advertised." 

The Postmaster ' ' will mark the cost of advertising on each letter advertised. 
Upon every letter del ivered be will collect this cost in addition to the postage. " 

The .Act of March 3, 1855 provided that advertised letters were to be charged 
le in addition to the regular postage. 

Fi_g·ure 57 G. 

l�ostage Stamp Q\genr11, :Pl',(,1,,,1,,tjt!',;,,� �¥,,.,.,<�/&AL & � 
Sir: 1 send, lu:rewith, a JXJ.rcel of postage $lamps a1Munti119 to $ 3..( 

l'Jmi 1'CCtivi11g them !JOit will please date. :'>i[pi, and transmit tlie an11cxcd re<.'('1jJt lo tl1c Tkird 

Assi.<1fant Post Jfaste1· G'encral, al Was7ti119ton, D. C. 
If <W,1/ })(11v:t:l n/ poslafJC stamps be damaged, the Postmaster 1vill s1fpi f/1c ren:ipl for Ilic tdwlc 

w11-01111t of the parcel, and, · having written across t/1e face of the 1-cwjJf Ilic 1mmbcr c111d a-mouut of 
xlamps wijil fur use, lie will rcluni 11ucli, lOfjelltcr u;1�4 tlw 1'CC<!.1j.JI,, to t11e ?'11frd Assistant P� 
maskr General, wh() w'ill give credit /01· lite amou11t returned. But if tlte danut.'Je be futal, tltc 
entire parcel should be returnctl, wil/t the 1'CCCipt, 1wl. s i'gncd, t/1ql n pared t"n flrrlm· wau be sent t01i 
place of tl1ein. 

All apph'catUm.s for posltxge stamps or $lamped ciuxlopcs must Ix addressed to Ilic 'Fltird 
Assi.�tant Postmaster General, JVasMngto11, D. O. 

� Poslm(1Siers arc expected, in eacli case, to order wlmt, upon a rx.1reful estimate, may be 
«l1'f:r1U'<i a sufficient supp!,y of the 1:arious kinds qf stmnps for t/1rce m.fJ11Jl1s; a11d tke,11 are rcquh'f.'d 
i11 r·vei'!J bu1tam·r, lo write tl1e 1iamc (Jj tl1_e Po.<:l·f!ffecr, Cm111tu and Stale, plai11(11 11t the hmd fl/ ll1ei1; 

111vlc1�. w/1/1:/i .'l/1oulll Lr .<n:rp1f!ll by l/1r Poslmm;/('.1"R tl1e111:•;f'l1xx, aiul iv'lalc lo 1m fll11e1• 1111ltfrt't 111/iol<:i:t·r. 
Ver!/ r<'RJW'Cifitll!J, 

JESSE JOHNSON, 
A!JClrl. 

ll'ig;ure 57 H. 
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Figure 57 G illustrates a cover from Marysville, Calif., to St. Louis. In 
the lower right corner is 3: h andstamped ' ' JAN 4. ' '  I have observed several 
covers with similar printed dates and it is possible such items were advertised 
letters, with the date of the advertising marked on the cover. It will be noted 
the envelope is postmarked ' ' Dec. 4 ' '  and advertised ( I )  on ' ' Jan. 4. ' '  The 
address bears no street address. 

A tracing of a similar item is shown on the plate, Figure 43 B (Chapter 43) ,  
at right center, the "Advertis�d let--Paid 3-0ct 1 5 "  of Schaghticoke, N. Y. 

A tracing of a New Orleans " A DV. l "  is illustrated on the plate, Figure 
45 B, Chapter 45. 

:!\IIJSCEI,LANEOUS 
Figure 57 H is a reproduction of a form sent from the " Stamp Agency" 

at Philadelphia in 1857 to postmasters with consignments of postage stamps. 

l<'igure 57 J, 

Figure 57 J ,  illu::;trates a ' ' F ree ' '  coyer from the Stamp Agency rn New 
York in 1860 to A. N. Zevely, the Third Assistant P. M. G. 

� /-:<�- 1 ;� ,, I  ., 

� c,. � 

Flg;ure 57 Ii:. 
Figure 57 K illustrates a coYer that was mailed first class with le postage. 

It was ' ' Held for Postage ' '  and later a 3c stamp was supplied and the letter 
forwarded. 



Chapter L VIII. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

Q

UITE frequently I have One Cent stamps of 1851-1857 submitted to me 
for proper type classification which have parts of the designs missing 
thru poor perforating or otherwise damaged in separation. Where any 

damage destroyed an important part of the type design, it is impossible to 
classify such stamps as types. 

For example, the Type I imperforate is ' '  7 R 1 E, ' '  and for a stamp from 
this position on the plate to be a Type I it must show the Type I characteristics. 
If the stamp was poorly separated, and important parts of the design were cut 
off so that the full design is not shown, such a stamp though a 7 R 1 E is not a 
Type I, but rather, ' ' A  Type I before the type characteristics were destroyed 
in separation . "  A 7 R 1 E which shows the " turned under balls " missing, or 
the bottom ' ' full curves ' '  missing can hardly be classified as a Type I. 

Likewise let us cite a perforated Type Ill stamp from Plate Four. Such a 
stamp to classify as a Type I I I  must plainly show a break in both the top and 
bottom lines. If perforations destroyed either the top or the bottom of the 
stamp it cannot be classified as a type but only as, " A  Plate Four stamp that 
was a Type III before perforations destroyed the type. " Such a stamp has a 
certain plating value as a Plate Four stamp but it has no value as a type because 
the true type was destroyed by perforations. 

Figure 58 A. 

" SURFACE CRACK-PLATE ONE LA'rE " 

Figure 58 A illustrates a recently discovered Surface Crack on Plate One 
Late, position 47 L 1 L .  

MOBILE " \VAY " 

Figure 58 B illustrates two Way 11 handstamps used at Mobile, A.la. The 
earliest use I have seen of the one marked " A. " was December 1850 (Eugene 
Klein ) .  Figure 47 A. contains a tracing, ( third from top, at right ) of a Way 
11 with single line circle marked, " in orange, Mobile. " The tracing "B ," 

< 
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M O B 1 L- E  
P E c  1 e s o  

'--· 9 
M o 5 1 1.. i:: 
t> e c  1 e+ c;; 

TW O S T A l'fl P  ... e S S c o v i=. 1-::0:. .:; 
13oT.I-\ N E'-"' O R \.. EA N-5 To e o.!> 1 0 N  

Figure 58 B .  

I N  
R.l!; O 

Figure 58 B is, no doubt an early use of this same handstamp, showing that it 
originally had a double circle (Eugene Klein) .  In all probability this marking 
came into use about July 1st , 1845. The earliest use I h ave noted is July 23, 
1845 (orange-Ash brook ) .  

SOUTH'! LETTER U N PAID . ..,._ B LU E 

Bl� OUE 3 
BLACK -:>i 

Figure 58 C. 

ON SAC K. 
� I N 
BLAC K 
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" SouTHN. LE'L'TER UNPAID " 

In Chapter No. 35, three covers arc illustrated showing the marking 
' '  Southn. Letter Unpaid . ' '  I have a photographic record of six different cov
ers showing this same type with the small ' ' N ' '  after South, as per the tracing 
in Figure 58 C. 

Chase illustrated a cover in h is book, page 203, which shows a different 
type of this handstamp, as per Figure 58 D. I have never seen a cover with 
this type, and a large " N "  after " Sou th . " 

SOUTHN LETTER 
//;y'\ U N  PA I O  

,r,. ,  ' \n�·) OUT}' 3 . 
.J \Nnn ,.... ,· . 

,> .i..u � I ' 'is\� .J 

PR O l3 A  B L Y  N o T  £;: ')( AC T  .S l :Z. E .  
Figure 58 D. 

Figure 58 C illustrates the markings on a very interesting cover in the 
collection of Mr. S. W. Richey. It is a 3c Buff, stamped envelope, postmarked 
"Decatur, Tex.-May 1 "  ( 1861 ) ,  and addressed to I1ogansport, Ind. It has 
no Louisville postmark, but on face are the two Blue Louisville markings 
' '  Southn. Letter Unpaid, ' '  and ' ' Due 3. ' '  On the back i s  the ' 'Dead Letter' '  
handstamp. A.t the left i n  .manuscript is ' '  A.ug. 6 ,  1861-Robt. Edwards. ' '  

13 L U E::: 

0 1'1  FAc:- E  / 
O N  BA C K. 

Figure 5S E. 

Figure 58 E illustrates the markings on a cover with a 3c 1857, Type II, in 
the Richey collection. The cover has the Louisville blue postmark with the 
date of ' '  A.ug. 2, 1861, ' '  with the stamp tied by the Louisville blue gridiron. 
On the back in a different blue is the marking of the ' ' American Letter Ex.
press Co. " The cover is addressed to Somerset, Ky. , and in manuscript at left 
is "McLaughlin-Nashville. " The cover contains no other markings. 
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CORRECTION-PLATE TWELVE 

Due to typographical errors the plate positions of the block of four as illus
trated by Figure 29 N, Volume One, page 320, are incorrect. This block is not 
72 R, 73 R, 82 R and 83 R, but 74 R 12, 75 R 12, 84 R 12 and 85 R 12. The 
illustration on the preceding page (319 ) ,  :B'igure 29 M is marked 72 R 12. 
This is an error as this is the big double transfer 74 R 12. 

On page 319, in the last paragraph, second line, " 72 R 12 " should read 
" 7  4 R 12. " On page 320, top line, 72 R 12 " should read " 7  4 R 12, " and in 
the fourth line, " 72 R 12 " should read "7 4 R 12. " 

In the second paragraph on this page, second line, the ' '  72 R 12 ' '  should 
read " 74 R 12, " and in the fourth line the " 73 R 12 " should read " 75 R 12. " 

In this part of the eighth row of the right pane of Plate Twelve, there 
are three double transfers, all more or less similar. Position 74 R is the most 
pronounced of the three, position 73 R 12 is slightly less doubled at the top, 
and 72 R 12 shows a minor doubling at the top. 

FINIS 

In preparing a work such as this, the principal and impelling motive behind 
the effort is the endeavor to share with others, some of the pleasure the author 
has derived from forming a collection of early United States stamps and making 
a comprehensive study of the items collected. 

I sincerely trust that this work will give a greater appreciation of the more 
serious side of Philately, and that it may help to convert many readers to the 
established fact that to properly derive the greatest benefits from Philately is to 
acquire knowledge of the branches collected. 

The pleasure of mere possession is practically all that the uninformed 
stamp collector derives from Philately, be he ever so wealthy or less fortunate. 
When the collector begins to study his stamps and gradually acquires a knowl
edge of what he is collecting, he gains a greater appreciation of his treasures 
and begins to realize that in reality there is a higher and more worthy side than 
that which many uninformed believe to be mere stamp collecting. 

Some philatelic writers contend that stamp collecting should not be con
sidered as a serious avocation, or as a sound investment, but merely as a hobby. 
Such advice emanates from those who have no desire to elevate Philately above 
the space filling class. 

I am quite positive that sound investments can be made in stamps and 
covers, but like all investments of money, the investment of funds in stamps 
requires a knowledge of stamps, and such knowledge can be acquired only thru 
a study of the subject, or by following the advice of those who have established 
reputations as experts in such capacities. 

Safe investments in bonds, stocks, or real estate cannot be made in a h ap
hazard, ignorant manner, and likewise, under the same rules, safe investments 
cannot be made in stamps. 

If one wishes to enjoy stamp collecting simply as a passing hobby, it is 
wise to forget the money ' ' invested, ' '  and consider the sum spent as money ex
pended for recreation and pleasure. 

If one wishes to enjoy Philately as an avocation then I can offer no better 
advice than, " Study your stamps. " The extent of the knowledge obtained and 
applied will govern the safety of the investment. 
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